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pemlence require, ami indeed, demand of us its total
abolition. And how much would it gladden the heart 
of every American to see this foulest blot on his na
tional escutcheon effectually and forever erased !

Notwithstanding the numerous and invaluable bles
sings and privileges which we enjoy, doubts and fears 
are, occasionally expressed respecting the permanency 
of the union ! How idle and gratuitous are such ap
prehensions! for surely that government must stand 
firm which is founded upon the sovereignty of the peo
ple—whose noble declaration of rights and unrivalled 
constitution are indelibly engraven on the hearts of its 
citizens,—a government, in a word, built upon and sus
tained by the affections of the people who created it ; 
where every man is alive to the honest ambition of serv
ing his country, and where every citizen is ready to 
exclaim, “ if the splendid fabric must fall, I shall es
teem it a proud destiny to be buried beneath its ruins!”

The soul-stirring influence of the principles which 
led to that declaration which has justly hallowed this 
day above all others in the national calendar, has spread 
itself, in some degree, even to the remotest regions of 
the earth. In some of the oppressed countries of the 
old world, the torch of Freedom, as yet, burns but dim
ly ;—it is brightening, however, and the degraded sub
jects of tyrannic sway, gaze, with astonishment and 
delight at the beauty of the western world, and while 
they gaze, they feel that they are men and long to be 
free. The example of our fathers shines, as a beacon 
light to the rest of mankind,—points them to the altar 
of liberty, and engenders in the breasts of all but the 
advocates of legitimacy, a thirst for freedom and a de
votion to the rights of man and the cause of universal 
emancipation.

Of the old and inveterate monarchies of Europe ;

In her present difficulties we should sympathize with,
and not condemn her ; the factions by which she is 
distracted, the confusion and almost anarchy which bas 
seemed of late to prevail in some of her provinces, are 
all chargeable to Spain. To the iron rod with which 
she ruled these colonies is their present unhappy con
dition fairly attributable. She, and not they, is an
swerable for this lamentable state of things ;—for, un
common, indeed, would be that people whom centuries 
of oppression would not degrade and debase ! Sublime 
would be those minds which ages of bondage and suf
fering could notsubdue ! Broken then in spirit—sunk in 
ignorance, and for so long a period bound in chains, 
her people were not, at the time they rent their shack
les, fully prepared to wield the sovereign power. Self 
government requires a greater degree of intelligence 
than they could possibly possess. They are now, how
ever, rapidly improving, and, experience having taught 
them wisdom, will, ere long, it is fondly to be hoped, 
take that proud station among the nations of the earth 
to which every country, governed by a “ constitution" 
is entitled.

citizens, 1 will answer the question foryou/bydeda. 
ring that there is not one of you who does not wish 
equal rights to the people of every clime, and univer
sal freedom to man !

The preceding are but a few, a very few of the in
stances which have followed in the train of the great 
events consequent upon this ever memorable birth dar 
of our liberties : To enumerate them all would be to 
impose too much upon your patience. You all know 
that the achievement of the independence of these Uni- 
ted States, was the most severe blow which despotism 
has received in modern times. The world stood in 
amazement, while viewing the unequal contest between 
the thirteen infant colonies and their gigantic mother; 
all nations expected that, at one fell swoop, England 
would exterminate our fathers and leave the face of our 
country a desolate waste—an aceldama !—but the 
world is now undeceived, the nations of the earth know, 
and tyrants feel the all convincing influence of this 
truth, that a virtuous and enlightened people have only 
to will it—to be free ! Crowns will fall from the brotvs 
of kings, sceptres depart from their hands, anil their 
thrones be overturned and dashed to pieces, when an 
oppressed and outraged people rise in the majesty of 
their strength to demand and to maintain their natural 
and unalienable rights ! This valuable and important 
lesson has been taught by our revolution ;—that great | 
event has opened the eyes of enlightened men, in fi
ery part of the globe, and the advocates of Freedom, 
every where, look to this country for the proofs of the 
assertion that man is capable of ‘ self government,’— 
and here they find thornfrom our example do they 
learn that if a country bows to tire oppressor, she for
ges her own chains !

Citizen soldiers—in defence of your honorable cal
ling, let me now say a few words ; the end you have 
in view is peace, the blessings of which you rightly 
consider, are only to be preserved by being always 
prepared for war. The volunteer does not however 
look upon war as an occupation—he never takes up 
arms to assail the homes or invade the rights of oth
ers—lie looks upon war ordy as an occasional duty, 
which his country is entitled to demand of him—and 
he feels that every man should become a soldier in de
fence of his own home, and fire side, of his own right« 
and priveleges, and of all, in 1'act, that is dear to the 
human heart.

At any time then when our pure and blessed soil ia 
polluted by the lawless foot of the hostile invader, he lis 
tens anxiously for the trumpet’s call, he rallies under 
the star-spangled banner, and though unused to scenes 
of blood and carnage, he promptly hastens to the field 
of battle and as reckless of danger as if he never 
knew fear, plunges into the thickest of the fight, and 
is almost certain to have his brows encircled with the 
wreath of victory—for who can stand before the sol
dier-who carries freedom’s shield and who would con
sider it not only a duty but an honor to fall in defend
ing such a country as ours!

Is any illustration of these sentiments wanted—look 
to the death of Ross and the ignoble retreat of his 
army at Baltimore ; or to the yet more signal anil glo
rious defeat of the veterans of England on the plains 
of Orleans ! look at the chosen regiments of the con- 
querer at Waterloo cowering before the undisciplined 
troops of the West, headed by the distinguished indi
vidual who now holds the most exalted and enviable 
station in the world, that of the First Magistrate of a 
free people.

Who has America to thank for these invaluable ser
vices—for driving the daring invader of liberty’s fa
vorite land from our shores, and sending him, with 
rout and foul dishonor at his heels, to hide his face in 
the fast anchored isle ? Who has Columbia to thank 
for preserving her cities from fire and sword—and h« 
booty and beauty from pillage and pollution ? Hcr 
citizen 3oldicrs !—And why is it that disciplined ar
mies—the conquerors in an hundred fights shmih 
quail before and flee from the raw troops of our Re
public—men who never before felt the shock suceed- 
ing the collision of hostile hosts ? ..

It is because the citizen soldier goes forth in a 
the majesty of freedom, independence beaming in n|S 
eye and patriotism glowing in his heart ; he fights
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Let us next turn our attention to the land of science 
and of song—to devastated Greece—where the yoke 
of the tyrant and the ruthless tread of the haughty 
Turk, have, for ages past, ground to the eartli the des
cendants of Horner and Demosthenes : for even to that 
distant land has the fame of our institutions and the 
glory of our revolution been wafted. There it has re
vived the patriotic flume which used to burn so brightly 
in the bosoms of the ancient Greeks, and their perse
cuted sons are now engaged in a contest for freedom, 
which evinces that Spartan heroism lives not on the 
pages of history only. Feats of bravery and daring 
liave repeatedly been performed by them, during their 

some are destroyed and others are on the brink of dis- j protracted struggle, which approach to, if, indeed, they 
solution ;—and that continent, ere long, will be shak- do not rival the intrepid courage displayed by their an- 
en to its very centre ; many of its Thrones are now cestors at Therinopylœ and Marathon. On this une- 
tottering towards their fall, and many of its diadems qual war, free America has locked with too much in- 
are now trembling on those heads where deplorable ig- difference, though her citizens, in many sections of the 
norance once placed them. The despotic Tyrants who Union, at least, have shown a deep interest in her cause 
yet retain their ill-gottou and worse used power, may and an ardent desire that the crescent might be hum- 
make martyrs of many of those daring spirits who cm- bled before the banner of the cross. They have be- 
bark and risk their all in the cause of freedom; but held tlic fainting and almost exhausted Greeks, stretch- 
the roots of liberty’s tree will only bo fertilized by the ing fortli their hands for help, and with the promptitude 
blood of the murdered ! of freemen and the generosity of Americans, havecon-

Can chains bind—prison walls confine—or bayonets tributed to their relief and have earnestly prayed for 
keep in subjection the spirit of freedom ? their enfranchisement from that worse than Egyptian

No! for bondage ! and now there is every prospect of the suc
cess of her arms, and every reason to hope that Greece 
will again be free.

Let us now, 1'or a moment, direct our view across 
the Atlantic, to the “ Emerald Isle of the Ocean,” and 
examine whether some of the fruits of the tree plant
ed on the 4th of July, 177G, are not to be found there. 
Listen ! do you not hear the generous—the warm-heart
ed sons of Erin shouting for joy ? Hark ! do you not 
hear the clanking of their fetters, as they fall from their 
limbs, while they fill the air with cries of all hail the 
glorious 10th of April, 1829!—all hail Catholic eman
cipation ! Glorious indeed is that emancipation ; for, 
although it has been purchased by the patient endurance 
of long suffering, by much persecution and oppression, 
and by much blood and treasure, yet so great is the 
triumph to liberal principles, and to the cause of hu
manity, that it is well worth the price it has cost. The 
Irish patriot, with an eye steady to his purpose, and 
mind fixed upon the bright example set by free Ame
rica—her institutions, the darling objects of his 
lation, has never wearied in the good cause, and at last, 
well merited success has crowned his persevering 
ertions ;—and he can now rejoice that his brethren 
relieved from an intolerable load of oppression, and 
that the Catholics of Ireland may, hereafter, worship 
the God of mercy and of love according to the dictates 
of their own consciences—and that they are now esti
mated as men, and are entitled to share the benefits to 
be derived from government and law.

This is an event which, as Americans, we hail as the 
commencement of brighter days for the sons of Erin, 
and which as freemen we hail as the harbinger of en
franchisement to other portions of degraded and 
slaved Europe. Do you not love to indulge in antici
pations and to dwell upon scenes like these ? Fellow
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-------- even in the deep and deadly damp
Of dungeons, the soul can rear her sceptre,
Smile in anguish and triumph o’er oppression!—

As well then might these besotted despots attempt 
to snatch the trident from the hands of Neptuné, and 
rule old ocean’s waves,—or to deprive Jove of his pow
er to thunder, and themselves direct and command the 
artillery of the skies :—for liberty, like truth, is all 
powerful and eternal, and must prevail ;—

---------It is the brilliant gift of heaven,
’Tis reason’s self, the kin of deity;
And man will not resign it!—

Permit me, briefly to notice a few of the instances 
in which the patriots of other countries, inspired by the 
same spirit and stimulated by the bright example set 
them by the heroes of our revolution, have dashed from 
their lips the poisoned chalice of Slavery, and have 
thundered retributive vengeance on the head of the op
pressor.

South America, joined to our own land by an isth
mus. is a part of our soil, and ought to share largely 
in our affections, and hear our devout petitions to the 
God of Battles to establish her in that freedom for 
which she has so nobly struggled. Every American 
feels that he is degraded so long as any portion of that 
division of the earth which bears the name of his coun
try wears the chains of despotism or lies prostrate at 
the feet of royalty. We have therefore ever felt a deep 
interest in the affairs of that afflicted country ; through
out her long and bloody contest with her cruel and vin
dictive mother, we have all felt that her cause was ours 
—that her sons were our brethren and most ardently 
have we desired their success and regeneration from 
that thraldom in which they have for ages, been mana
cled.
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