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MINING CONGRESS' ACTION.

The American Mining Congress at

its session in Spokane. Just closed,
has gone on record as favoring the

passage of a law having for its ob¬
ject the taking away from the Inter¬

ior Department the determination of
the validity of the Alaska coal claims,
aud the transfer of the cases to the
district courts of Alaska; and fur¬
ther that these coal land claimants
bo permitted to bring actions against
the government in the Alaska courts

to test the valdity of their claims
to these lands.
The mining congress also endorsed

the coal land laws in operation under
which these claims were located, and
incidentally denounced the action of
President Rofcsevelt in withdrawing
these lands from public entry, sole¬

ly by executive order in 1906.
The American Mining Congress Is

composed of mining men from all the

mining states and Alaska, and a num¬

ber of its members have made per¬
sonal investigations of the Alaska
coal land situation. Alaskans will
welcome a solution of this vexatious
question from whatever source it
shall come. They are extremely
weary of delay, and they can appre¬
ciate the folly of buying an inferior
article of foreign coal, when a fine

quality including anthracite is to be
found within our borders. Apart from
this is the industrial and commercial
side of the question, and the develop¬
ment of a promising section of the
territory.

Come to think of it. he of Oyster
Bay has not been quoted in the news¬

papers for at least a week or more. It
cannot be that Bwana Tumbo sulks in
his tent.

"Let brotherly love continue." is
suggested for the consideration of the
Democratic brethren who are anx¬

ious to serve their country. To para¬
phrase President Benjamin Harrison,
"there are not offices enough to go
around."

THE WORK OF GYMNASIUMS.

Douglas citizens are considering
the advisability of starting and main¬
taining a gymnasium for the boys and
girls of that town. The Civic Improve¬
ment Club has the matter in charge
and it will come up for discussion
pro and con on next Tuesday eve¬

ning.
The matter is important and is

wo; thy of "erious attention. A sound
mind and a sound body are alike es¬

sential to success in the struggle for
life, and the one Is just as neces¬

sary as the other. The boy or girl
who starts out in life handicapped
by a weak body faces an unequal
contest in life's activities.

Well-conducted gymnasiums, with
the physical exercises which they en¬

courage and assist have frequently
made the weak strong, and have de¬
veloped athletes that have won In¬
ternational renown.

The American race, and especially
the female portion of it. is said to be
attaining larger stature, is becoming
more robust, and not least the death
rate is decreasing and physical exer¬

cise, observance of the laws of health
and sanitation are largely instrumen¬
tal in bringing about this happy con¬

dition.
The records of American athletes

made at the Olympic games at Stock¬
holm. Sweden, laBt summer had their
beginning in the American gymnas¬
iums. for it was in these places that
the young men who there won inter
national fame began the development
of their bodies, and which subse¬
quently placed them in the highest
niche of the honor roll of world ath¬
letes.

So. let Douglas and every other
Alaska town help the boys and girls
to attain that which will serve them
best throughout life.a strong body,
and a wholesome, clean mind.

WHAT OF MR. BRYAN?

President-elect Woodrow Wilson
has written William Jennings
Bryan that he desires a conference
with him. when the president-elect
shall have returned from Bermuda,
and this expression from Governor
Wilson will no doubt give the cabinet
smiths and office dispensers more ma-

terlal for their solf-lmposed tasks.

Everybody knows that Colonel Bry¬
an was a tower of strength to the
New Jersey executive during the try-
lag days of the Baltimore convention.
It was Mr. Bryan's matchless work In

the convention that made Mr. Wil¬

son's nomination assured1, though the

tact must not be overlooked that Wil¬
son's following was rock-ribbed and
steadfast as the sun. Had It not been

co, the nomination might have gone
to another before Mr. Bryan had com¬

pleted the details of his purpose.
But Mr. Bryan showed a masterly

grasp of the situation, and developed
qualities of leadership in a crisis
that were even a surprise to his
closest friends, l^is support of Gov¬
ernor Wilson stamped him as a broad-
..uaged, patriotic American, a lead¬

er among leaders and at all times and
uader every trying condition or cir¬
cumstance a man among men.

The Empire looks upon Mr. Bry¬
an as the foremost American citizen of

today and this statement is made be¬
cause of his unblemished record since

he first sprang into national promi¬
nence. and from a personal knowl¬
edge of the man.

Mr. Bryan may take any place with¬
in the gift of President Wilson.If he
wants it. He may add his name to

the roster of distinguished men who
have filled the office of secretary of
state. Rest assured he can have It,
and he would maintain its prestige In
r. way never excelled by any of the

great men who have graced that po¬
sition. Or he may have the disting¬
uished position, if he will, of Ambas¬
sador Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary to Great Britain,
which is modestly suggested by a Se¬
attle Republican newspaper.. Any of¬
fice that he may aspire to. will bo his.
Mr. Bryan has sphinx-like qualities
when the occasion demands and what
he intends to do is only revealed when
It is accomplished. He may decline
to accept any position from President
Wilson preferring to remain the Great
Commoner, sure of his place in the
hearts of millions of his fellow coun¬

trymen.

Age cannot wither nor custom stale
the infinite variety of Dr. Frederick
A. Cook. Nor can anything in the
heavens above or the waters under
the earth confound his nerve.

FOURTH CLASS POSTOFFICES.

President Taft's executive order
whereby he placed some fifty odd
thousand fourth class postmasters un¬

der the protecting wing of the civil
service is meeting with staunch oppo¬
sition. It was to be expected. Prob¬
ably ninety-nine per cent of these
postmasters are Republicans or Pro¬
gressives. and the Democrats do not
relish the idea of such a standing
army being maintained in office now,
when within a few month that official
corps could be replaced with Dem¬
ocrats who would like to fill even the
office of fourth-class postmasters.
To replace an army of fifty thous¬

and strong, made up of political ene¬
mies largely, by another army made
up of political partisans of the next
administration, would be a good
stroke politically, perhaps, because
such an aggregation would, in time of
political stress, be a tower of strength
to the party throughout the country
That is one way of looking the situa¬
tion in the eye.the purely partisan
way.
We do not know Mr. Taft's motives

for taking fourth class postotllces out
of politics. If we assume that( it was

done solely to promote the efficiency
of this branch of the postoffice ser¬

vice, and not with any partisan ob¬
ject in view, it should receive com¬

mendation.
The spoils system in politics has

icd to many flagrant abuses in the
past, and the value of our civil ser¬

vice system in retaining men who are

competent in office has tended to
greatly improve the public service.
No political party in this or any

other country has been immune from
the charges of political favoritism, of
nepotism, and rewarding followers
with the "spoils of office." .But our

system of merit, as established by the
civil service has been built up and at
times torn down alike by both Repub¬
lican and Democrats.
There are many offices that are, and

should be, without the reach of the
party spoils-men, for the continual
changes which the spoils system
brings promotes inefficiency where
there should be efficiency and corrup¬
tion where a high type of honesty and
faithfulness to duty are prime essen¬

tials.
The American spoils system is

charged up to Andrew Jackson, but
it existed before Jackson's time. It
is alleged to have been given Its great¬
est impulse by William L. Marcy, sec¬

retary of war under Polk. At any
rate, it has been abused by all par¬
ties of whatsoever political name.

THE PIANO.

When Paddy Roosky takes his seat
and thumps the shining keys, his
hearers cry: "They can't be beat.
such harmonies as these!" Delighted,

they applaud and laugh, and gather 1

round his chair, and qsk hjm for bis .

autographs, or ringlets of <hls hair,
It Is a noblo Instrument, this thing
of keys and wires; when handled by
an expert .gent It beats ton thousand
lyres. But when It's played by some

galoot who lacks the artist's knack, 1
Its' fiercer than the Iron boot, the
thumbscrews or the rack'. Ten mil- i

lion blacksmiths dally pound the key- i

board, might and main, and every
day the horrid sound drives nervous
folks Insane. Such players are 'the 1
weirdest bunch beneath the sun or

moon; regardless of your grief they
punch the stuffing from a tune. You
may be lying sick In bed, and longing
(or repose, with plaster casts upon
your head and splints upon your >'

nose: It matter not.piano cranks will
slam away next door, until you tie
floor. Your house may be a house of

yourself In hanks and roll upon the
gloom, the undertaker there to take
your uncle to the tomb; and while
you tear your hair, pianos In the
houses near Increase your woe by
muderlug poor "Golden Deer," "White
WlngB" or "Uncle Joe." Of sorrows

we shall ne'er be stripped, they'll
cling like cockleburs, till all pianos
arc equipped with Maxim silencers.

WALT, MASON.

Those English suffragettes seem to
bo applying the "acid test" to John
Bull's letter mall.

That Turkish word Tchaltaja which

appears so frequently these dayB In
the war dispatches suggests a typo¬
graphical error.

General Jankovlch telegraphed his

government that the Servians had oc¬

cupied Durazzo for perpetuity. Dur-
azzo Is on the road to Damflnovlch.
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J. E. Beattle of Koyukuk, says that
that camp 1b looking better now than
it has done at auy prevloua period in

Its history. Not only Is everybody
prosperous and contented, but there
is every reason to believe that the out¬

put for the 1912 season will be con¬

siderably greater than it has been for
many years. Several of the miners
have made comfortable stakes with¬
in the past few months, and the num¬

ber of plants is increasing in a most

gratifying manner. Provisions are

plentiful, and, considering the com¬

parative inaccessibility of the district,
prieee are reasonable.

. *
.
*

Mutchler Bros, have letised the Idlt-
arod-Flat city tramway, from the Idit-
arod Tramway Co. The tramway Is

eight miles long.
. . .

Writing to Deputy Marshal J. R.
Kelday, Danny Bryce, of Bear creeks,
Tuluksak, says that he and his part¬
ner, Pete, have got rich pay on the
benches, and so located that It Is
an ideal mining proposition. They
have plenty of water on the ground,
says the Iditarod Pioneer.

Bryce's partner has been pros¬
pecting on the benches since June 8,
lost, and got pans high as {1.07. At
the time the letter wub written they
were building a flume,' and expected
to do a lot of sluicing before the
freeze-up.

Alexander Kerr, of Fairbanks, says
that the police of that town are graft¬
ing the denizens of the redlight dis¬
trict.

. . *

Commissioner W. A. Vinal, of Inno-
ko precinct, who is also interested
in mining, was so successful in the
season's operations that he paid his
workmen $6.50 a day instead of the
$6.00 per diem that he had promised.

. . .

Bennett James and C. J. Hurley, of
the American Bank of Alaska, Fair¬
banks, hare purchased an interest in
two miles of ground on Moore creek,
Innoko district, and they will install
a dredge to work the ground.

. . .

L. T. Grwin, of Fairbanks, and Dan
Callahan, both want to be United
States marshal under the Democratic
administration.

. . *

The Kennecott Mines Co., which
owns the Bonanza Copper Mine, re-

recently declared a dividend of $2,-
000,000 on its $2,500,000 capital stock.
A dividend of $1,000,000 was declared
fast February.

What is called the "seven year ep¬
idemic," is sweeping off thousands of
rabbits in the Tanana country.

. . .I

Noatak Eskimos are reported to
have found pay on that river, which
runs as high as 75 cents to the pan.
The Noatak empties into Kotzbue
sound.

. . .

Max G. Jones, a clerk in the postof-
fice at St Michael was fined $100
in the district court at Nome for de¬
laying mail. Jones sidetracked some

election campaign matter, not believ¬
ing It to be important and later
threw it Into the bag. The mall was1,

round and cpmplalut wan made and
Jones is now a wiser and a poorer
man. <

. * .

Cripple City, on Cripple cr*ek, the
now town in the new camp in tho In-
noko district, continues to grow.
Many Iditaroders and a number from
Ruby are making their headquarters
it Cripple and will prospoct the sur¬

rounding country this winter.

Have you seen them? Beautiful
IVORY CARVING SETS at W. H.
CASE. tf.

H08PITAL NOTES.

Harry Jordan is improving every
day but is not yet well enough to re¬

ceive visitors.
A minor operation was performed

on Mrs. B. Day at St. Ann's yester¬
day by Dr. Mahone.
A1 CarlBon, who underwent an op¬

eration at St. Ann's a few days ago
Is up walking about.
Stevens the noted bear hunter was

taken to St. Ann's today by Dr. Eg-
glnton._ Mr. Stevenson is suffering
from rheumatism.

An L. C. SMITH visible Typewriter,
of the latest model, for sale: in good
condition, apply H. M. Brown, box
"D" Juneau. di.

NOTICE.
In order to Insure the publication

jf advertiaaments In The Oally Em¬
pire, copy ahould reach the office not
later than 9 a. m.

Newest styles In IVORY JEWELRY
Just In at W. H. CASE. tf.

The Juneau Steamship Co.
U. S. Mall Steamer

GEORGIA
Juneau-Sitka Route. Leaves

Juneau for Hoonah,1 Gypsum,
Tenakee, KlUlsnoo and Sitka.
8:00 a. m., Nov. 6, 11. 17. 23, 29,
Dec. 5. 11, 17, 23, 29, Jan. 4, 10.
16, 22, 28, Feb. 3, 9, 15, 21. 27,
March 6, 11. 17, 23 and 29.
Leaves Juneau for Funtor and

Chatham, 8:00 a. m..Nov. 17,
Dec. 11, Jan. 4, 28, Feb. 21,
March 17.
Leaves Juneau for Tyce, 8:00

a m..Nov. 23, Dec. 23, Jan. 22,
Feb. 21, March 23.
Juneau . Skagway Route .

Leaves Juneau for Pearl Harbor,
Eagle River, Yankee Cove, Sen¬
tinel Light Station. Jualln, El-
dred Rock Light Station, Com¬
et, Haines, Skagway,, 8:00 a. m.
.Nov. 3, 9, 15, 21. 27. Dec. 3,
9. 15, 21, 27, Jan. 2, 8. 14. 20,1
26, Feb. 1. 7, 13, 19. 25, March
3, 9, 15, 21, 27.
Returning leaves Skagway the

following day at 8:00 a. m.

WILLIS E. NOWELL, MANAGER

FERRY TIME SCHEDULE
JUNEAU FERRY & NAVIGATION Co..Operating Ferry Service Be¬

tween JUNEAU. DOUGLAS, TREADWELL and SHEEP CREEK

Lv. Juneau fui
Douglas and
Treadwell

.8:00 a. m.
9:00 a. m.

11:00 a. m.
1:00 p. m.
3:00 p. m.
4:30 p. in.
6:30 p. m.
8:00 p. m.
9:00 p. m.
11:00 p. m.

r Lv. Tread-
wcll for
Junoau

.8: 25 u. m.
9:25 n. m.
12:00 noon
1:40 p.m.
3:25 p. m.
4:56 p. m.
6:55 p. m.
8:25 p. m.
9:25 p. m.
11:25 p. in.

Leaven
Douglan for
Juneau

.S:30 a. m.
9:30 a. m.
12:05 p. m.
1:45 p.m.
3:30 p. m.
5:30 p. m.
7:05 p. m.
8:30 p.m.
9:30 p.m.
11:30 p. m.

Leaves Juneau dally
for Sheep Crock

11:00 a. m.

4:30 p. m.

Leave* Sheep
Creek for Juneau

11:40 a. m.

5:10 p. m.

From Juneau for
Sheep Crock

Saturday Night Only
11:00 p. m.

for Juneau
Returning Leaves

Sheep Creek
11:40 p. m.

Leaves Treadwell
11:45 p. m.

Leaves Douglas
11:50 p. m.

Sunday Schedule same as above, except trip leaving Juneau at 8 a. m. ia omitted |

HUMBOLDT STEAMSHIP CO.
The Almnkn FlyrrHUMBOLDT I The AUuka Flyer

NORTHBOUND NOV. 26

SOUTHBOUND .., NOV. 27

DOCKS AT JUNEAU CITY WHARF

Seattle Office, 716 Second Ave. GEO. BURFORD, Agent
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ALASKA STEAMSHIP CO.
!! STEAMERS CALLING AT KETCHIKAN, WRANGEL, PETERS- :*
I: BURG. DOUGLAS, JUNNEAU, HAINES AND SKAGWAY !!

STEAMSHIP DOLPHIN
.. NORTH NOV. 28, DEC. 9, 21
!! SOUTH NOV. 29, DEC. 10, 22 !!

;; Tickets to Seattle, Tacoma, Victoria and Vancouver. Through
|| tickets to San Francisco. j)

!! ELMER E. SMITH, Douglas Agt. WILLIS E. NOWELL, Agt. !'
j .-H-i"! 1 1 I"1"1"H 1 I 111 I 1 I III I 111 1 I HI I HI I M 1 1 1 IN M IN 1 I !

" p

NORTHLAND STEAMSHIP COMPANY
Operating S. S. ALKI and S. S. NORTHLAND

S. S. ALKI, South, DEC. 7
First Class Fare to Seattle $19.00
Second Class Fare to Seattle $12.00

H. C. BRADFORD, Mgr., Pier 4, Seattle.

| SOWERBY & BELL, Juneau JOHN HEN8EN 1 CO., Douglas

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY CO.-B.C.CoastService
Sailing from Juneau for Port Sitnpiion. Prince Rupert, Swanaon, Alert Bay. Vancouver

Victoria and Seattle

PRINCESS MAY DEC. 5

Front and Seward St*. C. P. R. TICKET OFFICE j. t. spickett. a*t.

THE ALASKA DAILY EMPIRE
A paper for all the people, all the time. Independent

in every way. It stands for everything that will tend to the

opening up and development of Alaska.especially South-
. eastern Alaska-*-along legitimate lines.

The EMPIRE'S motto is Progress in all things. The

world never stands still. Neither can mankind. They must

move backward or forward.
By subscribing for the EMPIRE you can keep in touch

with the growth of Alaska. By advertising in its columns

you can reach the people who read. Try it.

The EMPIRE office is thoroughly equipped for doing
up-to-date job printing in all its branches. Give us a trial.

Office: Main Street, between Front and Second


