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COAL-RAILROAD QUESTION.

According to the Seward Gateway
if Congress passes a bill at this ses¬

sion to open the coal tlelds of Alas¬
ka. the Alaska Northern Railway
( oinpany will proceed with the con¬

struction of its system from Kern
creek to the Matanuska coal tlelds.
The Gateway adds that this statement
is made upon the best authority and
that funds for the completion of the
liue are available, awaiting favorable-
actions by Congress, and the belief
:s expressed that such legislation will
be passed, without fall, this winter.
"While most of us." continues the

Gateway, favor a government-owned
railway system from Seward to Fair¬
banks. and while we are certain tha:
the Alaska Railway Commission will
recommend our route as the most

feasible and practical, yet it may take
time to bring the result about What
we desire here is speedy action, one

w ay or another. If we can't have a gov¬
ernment-owned system, by all means

let us have a private-owned railway.
The outlook is very encouraging, al¬
though it is the same old chestnut.
'next year.' **

The Empire agrees with the Gate¬
way that what is needed is speedy ac¬

tion. We fear, howevef, that no¬

thing will be done toward this end
at this session of Congress. This is
a legacy that will be passed on to
the next Congress and the incoming
administration. Then we believe that
the legislation ncessary to the open¬
ing up o fthe coal llelds will be en¬

acted.
The building ofrailroads in Alas¬

ka by the government is quite anoth¬
er matter. So is their operation aft¬
er they are constructed. It has never

been the policy of the Democratic par¬
ty to advocate the government own¬

ership and operation of railways, al¬
though there are plenty of Democrats
who individually believe in the gov¬
ernment ownership and operation of
all public utilities.

In the Baltimore convention an ef¬
fort was made by the Alaska membe-
of the committee on platform and res¬

olutions to Incorporate a plank in the
national platform favoring the con¬

struction of railroads in Alaska by the
government. It went out upon the
objection of Senator Clarke, of Ark¬
ansas, who, however, carefully ex¬

plained that he favored doing every¬
thing possible for the development of
Alaska, by the building of railroads,
or the aiding of such work by the
government, but, he thought if this
plank were adopted it might be con¬

strued as committing the Democratic
party to the government-ownership
principle.
The Empire, too. hopes and believes

that there will be a speedy settle¬
ment of both the coal question and
the railroad transportation question,
as the progress and development of
the Western coast and the Interior
must not be unnecessarily delayed.
The interior country needs transpor¬
tation. We need the coal.

AS IN THE CASE OF OHIO.

The Republican party in Ohio has
been split into ribbons for the past
two years or more because of fac¬
tional strife over the distribution of
federal patronage. Recently an agree¬
ment has been reached through the
efforts of President Taft, and peace
has been patched up. It will probably
last now. since the end of
this administration is in sight
Rut this quarreling over the distribu¬
tion of offices had already done its
work. It was a contributing cause

of the loss of Ohio to the Republican
party, and It spells a lesson, or at

least it should read a lesson to Dem¬
ocrats everywhere. If sixteen years
of continuous office holding and the
distribution of patronage could not

allay serious factional strife in a

great state like Ohio, there is cause

to fear that the struggle for office
among the victorious Democrats will
be as fierce as It will be d.plorable
This is not said In a merely parti¬
san sense. It is set down as the
fruit of observation. There is noth¬
ing quite so unseemly and degrad¬
ing in American politics as the in¬
sensate scrambling for office. And
in this respect no political party is
exempt from criticism. The de¬
sire for office is an obsession with
some. Qualifications for it are a

secondary, a minor consideration,
whereas it should be the first. If
a man's political services are to be
rewarded he should also possess the

qualifications necessary to All the
office he seeks. If he does not pos¬
sess these he should not be consid¬
ered. Good government Is only at¬

tained through the agency of hon¬
est and capable administrators. Bad

government is the direct result of
the weak, the Inefficient and the in¬

capable. The distinction Is broad
and true. And It applies with as

much force to Alaska as to the great
ctate of Ohio.

If men were to apply the rule of
reason to these questions which have
a vital lntluence upon the govern¬
ment of state or nation, there would
be less quarreling over the division
of spoils.

THE CASE OF THE TURKS.

The peace plenipotentiaries of the
Balkan States and Turkey will meet
this week in I^ondon to arrange a

treaty of peace. In the meantime the
allies with the possible exception of
Greece, are resting on their arms I
awaiting the outcome of the peace
conference. There is little doubt that
a treaty will be effected and rati¬
fied by the States in interest. It is

equnlly probable that Turkey will be

plucked. England has declared that
the victors shall not be deprived of
the friuts of their victory;
and in this she had the

support of France and probably Rus¬
sia. The map of Europe promises to

undergo a radical change at the ex¬

pense of the Turk.
This war has been the shortest

great war of history, perhaps. The
Turks have been out-generaled, out

maneuvered, out-fought at every
turn, and numerous are the reasons

assigned. One of these is.and It
seems to be reasonable.that the
Turks are no longer a fighting peo¬
ple. They have lost sight of the rad¬
ical principle that their religion is
a religion of the sword. They hate
military service, which is compulsory,
and if they are not able to purchase
exemption they emigrate.largely to

America. Of the hegira of the flower
of Islam we are told:
"At Damascus, as at Beirut and

elsewhere, emigration has assumed
alarming proportions. A person in a

position to know asserts that since
the beginning of this year more than
15,000 young men had left the coun-

trq: the fearful query comes, where
will such a state of affairs lead?
Those who are solicitous for the fu¬
ture of the Turkish Empire look with
pain at the facts, and they have for
some time sought to dam up the flood
which threatens to overflow all
bounds. But unless the government
intervenes to offer a solution private
initiative can hardly secure an ade¬
quate outcome.
The high cost of living, too, is felt

iu the Turkish provinces. It is said
that within seven years everything
has trebled in price, but nothing has
happened to counterbalance this. The
state of neither employee nor day la¬
borer has in any way bettered. And
so the young men are coming to
America, where they believe they can

easily find work. Accustomed to hard¬
ships they can lay by a few denarii,
and if, after some years of hard work,
home-sickness seizes them, they can

return. But it is claimed, ninety per
cent of them stay.

POLITICS AND FLESHPOTS

There has been a marked Increase
of Democrats since the election. For
the first time in a score or more of
years there are men who have come

out into the open and declared that
they have always been regular, con¬

sistent, dyed-in-the-wool Bourbons, al¬
beit they may have been voting the
Republican and other tickets for all
that time and carefully hiding their
Democratic light under a bushel. The
reason for these declarations in many
instances is so obvious that a wayfar¬
ing man though a fool may not err

therein. It is not the quest of the
Holy Grail, but the scent of the loaves
and fishes.
Now we have never quarreled with

any man or even criticised him be¬
cause of his political afllllations or

opinions. To us they are as sacro¬

sanct as his religion. In other words
a man's political views, like his re¬

ligion. are his own. and it is no other
man's business what they are, so long
as they are neither treasonable nor

seditious. Most of us, be our poli¬
tics or our religion what it may, have
friends . often our warmest and
closest friends in private life.who
are members of opposite political par¬
ties, and attached to other religious
denominations. We, therefore, are

thus enabled to look upon both pol¬
itics and religion from a broad poiut
of view.

Neither are we disposed to crit¬
icise those men whose Democracy
has been enjoying a Ripvanwinkle
sleep. We are pleased that they have
emerged from their shells, and while
they may not have their desires grat¬
ified they will, no doubt, be of some

degree of usefullness as more active
citizens at a time when the best ef¬
forts of a party, from which much
is expected, will be called into action
so as to give the American people as

i whole, the best government posbI- .

)le. .

Tho man who is a party man for )
:he sake of office.for revenue only .

.may be a legitimate object of bus- i
jlclon, to be sure, and his loyalty may )
)e questioned, but after all, In poll- -

:1cb, as In every other line of human !
ictivity, It is difficult at times to dis- *

:ingul8h the false from the true. ;
Loyalty to party Is one thing. Loy- .

ilty to one's country, is a much more !
important matter, but loyalty to tho *

Sesh pots, for the mere sake of what -j
:hey contain, Is an abomination in tb j
jlght of right-thinking men. N

The Bulgarian commander-in-chief, |
Seneral Savoff, seems to be well- I
named, since he is given credit for I
saving the day for Bulgaria.

Banker Schrlcker, of LaConner,
Wash., whose bank busted recently,
lost his client's money through
pointers on the stock market. It Is

alleged. Now he Is looking for re¬

trievers.

Representative-elect Milo Kelly, can¬

not hope to be popular among the ex¬

pectant faithful.

What is that scriptural text about
the axe being laid to the root of the
tree? From certain Indications grow¬
ing clearer with the swift passing of

the weeks, It looks as If It would be,
laid to the neck.of the man.

To paraphrase Job, not Mllo Kelly: Is

there not an appointed time to a fed¬
eral official in Alaska? Are not his

days also like the days of an hireling?

COURT LINGUISTS
WASTE MUCH TALK. I

CHICAGO, Dec. C.In the police!
court of Gary, Ind., there sat a beard¬
ed man, who apparently was a for

eigner.
"Charley," said Judge Wildermuth

to Prosecutor Greenwald, "1 have had
two or three fellows talk in Hun¬

garian and Polish to that prisoner
there and he can't understand them.
You know a lot of languages. Go
over and see If you can And out what
language he talks."
"Dobra vetches," said Greenwald in

Servian. The man shook his head.
"Parle-vous Francais?" continued

the prosecutor, rattling off the French.
Another shake of the head

"Jin dobra." this time in Polish.
Still no answer.

"O-hlo," this time in Japanese. An¬
other shake of the head.
"Magyar?" and still no answer.

"Ram-shuck tva," bawled out the
prosecutor in pure Teheran Persian,
but only a shake of the head.

"I can't talk to this fellow, Judge,"
said Greenwald. "He must be a Ma¬
lay or a Siamese. Call I. Leon Gould
over. He knows a few tongues."
Gould addressed the man.

"Shoval-malachim," shrieked Gould
in South Broadway Yiddish.
"He doesn't go by the synagogue,

that's one sure thing," said Gould.
Then the fellow brightened up.
"Begorra, what is th' matter with

you fellows? Me name Is Pathrlck
O'Hannlgan."
Then everbody fainted.

Valentine's Store presents the sea¬

son's opportunity for pleasure and
economy in buying; delight and sat¬
isfaction in receiving. It insures a

Merry Christmas. ...

SOMETHING new every day at the
WINTER & POND STORE.

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION.

Case No. 940-A. .

In the District Court for the District
of Alaska, Division No. 1, at

Juneau.

First National Bank of Juneau, Plain¬
tiff, V8.

Ellen G. Bach, Frank Bach, North-
went Rubber Company, Schwabach-
er Bros. & Co., Inc., defendants.
To the NORTHWEST RUBBER

COMPANY and SCHWABACHER
BROS. & CO., Inc., defendants,
GREETING:

In the name of the United States of
America and pursuant to an order of
the above entitled Court in the above
entitled cause made on the 5th day
of November, 1912, you and each of
you are hereby commanded to be and
appear in the above entitled court
holden at Juneau, in said Division, in
said Territory, and answer the com¬
plaint died against you in the above
entitled action within thirty days
from the date of the laBt publication
hereof; and if you fall so to appear
and answer for want thereof the
plaintiff will apply to the Court for
and the Court will grant the relief
demanded in said complaint, to-wit:
Judgment on a promissory note
against Frank Bach, in the sum of
one thousand dollars ($1,000.00),
with interest thereon at the rate of
twelve per cent (12 per cent) per
annum, from the 24th day of May,
1909; one hundred dollars ($100.00)
attorney's fees; together with its
costs and disbursements herein in¬
curred; further for a decree foreclos¬
ing a certain mortgage upon certain
property situate in Douglas, Alaska,
against all the defendants herein.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have

hereunto set my hand and affixed the
seal of the above entitled court this
6th day of November, 1912.

E. W. PETTIT, Clerk.
First publication, November 5, 1912.

Last publication December 17, 1912.

FAMILY RUMPUS.

(Bulgarians have taken Adam..
News Item.)
It was there in the Garden of.Allah,
The Turks started In to raise Cain,
And we have it by cable,
The Bulgars weren't Abel

Their valorous ire to restrain.

And when Eve with its shadows had
fallen

The victors caught all as they fled
And glad that they had 'em
They promptly took Adam,

And gave the. Turks Hades Instead.
.New York Evening Sun.

MAYOR GETS JAIL TERM.
Mayor George l.unn, ofSchenecta-

dy, X. Y., was handed a 50-day Jail
ticket and a fine of $50 for making
a speech to strikers in the street, con¬

trary to city ordinance. Ho refused
to pay the find and will grind out the
entire penalty in jail. I.unn is a So¬
cialist.

NO RELIEF FOR
STREET CAR STRAPHANGERS

SEATTLE.- Judge Albertson, In
the Superior Court, today decided in
a test that the city ordinance recent¬
ly passed forbidding the street cars

to carry more than a certain num¬

ber of persons standing, is invalid.
The case will be appealed to the Su¬
preme Court.
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Professional Cards

R. W. JENNINGS
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Lewis Building, Juneau

Z. R. CHENEY
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Lewis Building, Juneau

Gunnison & Marshall
ATTORNEYSAT-LAW

Decker Building
Juneau Alaska

H. P. CROWTHER
U. S. Deputy Surveyor

U. S. Mineral Surveyor
Office.Lewis Block. Juneau

N. WATANABE
DENTIST

Office Over Purity Pharmacy
Juneau .... Alaska

R. P. NELSON
Wholesale and Rotatl Dealer

In All Kinds

STATIONERY
Typewriting Supplies, Blank
Books, Office Supplies, Sporting
Goods, Huyler's Candles, Gun-
ther's Candles, Toys, Notions,
Books, Magazines, Waterman's
Fountain Pens, Conklin Pens,
Etc.
Cor. 2nd. and Seward Sts.

Juneau, Alaska

«..i.t

;;The Unique Millinery »

LADIES'
FURNISHINGS
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The Juneau Steamship Co.
U. S. Mail Stcamor

GEORGIA
Juneau-Sitka Route. Leaves

Juneau for Hoonah, Gypsum,
Tenakee, Killisnoo and Sitka.
8:00 a. m., Nov. 5, 11. 17, 23, 29,
Dec. 5, 11, 17. 23, 29. Jan. 4. 10.
16. 22, 28, Feb. 3, 9, 15, 21, 27.
March 5, 11, 17, 23 and 29.
Leaves Juneau for Funtor and

Chatham, 8:00 a. m..Nov. 17,
Dec. 11, Jan. 4, 28, Feb. 21.
March 17.
Leaves Juneau for Tyee, 8:00

a. m;.Nov. 23, De<5. 23, Jan. 22,
Feb. 21, March 23.
Juneau - Skagway Route .

Leaves Juneau for Pearl Harbor,
Eagle River, Yankee Cove, Sen¬
tinel Light Station, Jualln, El
dred Rock Light Station, Com¬
et, Haines, Skagway,, 8:00 a. m.
.Nov. 3. 9, 15, 21, 27, Dec. 3,
9, 15, 21, 27, Jan. 2, 8, 14, 20,
26, Feb. 1, 7, 13, 19. 25, March
3, 9, 16, 21. 27.
Returning leaves Skagway the

following day at 8:00 a. m.

WILLIS E. NOWELL, MANAGER

Weeks

Irfl Resigned to meet tiw </<>-
K nuind for Excavator of

\3 W small first cost, to cope
withconditionsfortvhich

the Steam Shovel is not suited
and yet approach its cost ofoper¬
ation.

ITS USE3: Dredging under wa¬

ter: placer mining; loading ballaat
from bank to cara; putting coal from
slcckpilo to bunker; grading for rail¬
road: excavating trenchee, canala.
foundationi; unloading ore and gravol
from ecows; excavating river beda
for plert: and many othert.

I Manufactured in four tlxei; from
yt to 2 cubic yards capacity.
Only drag-lino shovel that works

under water.
For more details oall on or write

Seattle Construction & Dry Dock Co.
Dept. K Seattle, TJ. S. A.
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HUMBOLDT STEAMSHIP CO.
The AluluFly orHUMBOLDT The Alaska Flyer J
NORTHBOUND DEC. 8

SOUTHBOUND DEC. 9

DOCKS AT JUNEAU CITY WHARF

Seattle Olllcc, 716 Second Ave. GEO. BURFORD, Agent
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ALASKA STEAMSHIP CO.
"

STEAMERS CALLING AT KETCHIKAN. WRANGEL, PETERS- ..

I! BURG, DOUGLAS. JUNNEAU, HAINES AND SKAGWAY
"

STEAMSHIP DOLPHIN
.. NORTH NOV. 28, DEC. 9, 21

!! SOUTH NOV. 29, DEC. 10, 22 !!
!! Tickets to Seattle, Tacoma, Victoria and Vancouver. Through

'* tickets to San Francisco.

!! ELMER E. SMITH, Douglas AgL WILLIS E. NOWELL, Agt.
"

-1-1-M I I I I I I !. I-H-! I I I I I I II I1!"!1! I I 1 M M 111 I 111 I 111 III I X-H-
si

NORTHLAND STEAMSHIP COMPANY
Operating S. S. ALKI and S. S. NORTHLAND

S. S. ALKI, South, DEC. 7
First Class Fare to Seattle $19.00
Second Class Fare to Seattle $12.00

H. C. BRADFORD, Mgr., Pier 4, Seattle.

SOWERBY * BELL, Juneau JOHN HENSEN * CO., Douglas

.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY CO.-B.C.CoastService
Sailing from Juneau for Port Simpaon. Prince Rupert, Swanson, Alert Bay, Vancouver

Victoria and Seattle

PRINCESS MAY DEC. 19

Front and Seward Sta. C. P. R. TICKET OFFICE T. SPICKETT. Aart.
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| ALASKA COAST CO. j;
. . For Yakutat, Katalla, Cordova, Ellamar, Valdez, Latouche, Seward,

I! Scldovla.SAILS FROM JUNEAU
"

!! S. S. YUKON ....'. ... NOVEMBER 24

!! SAI.LS FROM JUNEAU FOR SEATTLE AND TACOMA
"

j) connecting at Seattle for San Francieco and Southern California ports j1
;; S.S.YUKON DECEMBER 4 !!

Right is reserved to change steameru or sailing dates without notice.

For further Information apply to 1 .

;; S. H. Ewing, Juneau Agent. ALASKA COAST COMPANY, Seattle
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FERRY TIME SCHEDULE
JUNEAU FERRY & NAVIGATION Co..Operating Ferry Service Be-

tween JUNEAU, DOUGLAS, TREADWELL and SHEEP CREEK

Lv. Juneau for
DourIsh and
Trcadwell

*8:00 a. m.
9:00 a. ir..

11:00 a. m.
1:00 p. m.
3:00 p. m.
4:30 p. m.
6:30 p. m.
8:00 p. m.
9:00 p. m.
11:00 p. m.

Lv. Trvnd-
wcll for
Juneau

.¥725 a. m.
9:25 a. m.
12:00 noon
1:40 p.m.
3:25 p.m.
4:55 p.m.
6:55 p.m.
8:25 p. m.
9:25 p. m.

.11:25 p. m.

Leaves
Douglas for
Juneau

"*8730 a. m.
9:30 a.m.
12:05 p. m.
1:45 p. m.
3:30 p. m.
5:30 p. m.
7:05 p. m.
8:30 p. m.
9:30 p. m.
11:30 p.m.

Leaves Juneau daily
for Sheep Creak

11:00 a. m.

4:30 p. m.

Leaves Sheep
Creek for Juneau

11:40 a. m.

5:10 p. m.

From Juneau for
Sheep Creek

Saturday Night Only
11:00 p. m.

for Juneau
Returning Leaves

Sheep Creek
11:40 p. m.

Leaves Treadwell
11:45 p. m.

Leaves Douglas
11:50 p. m.

Sunday Schedule name a* above, except trip leaving Junius it fl m. m. U omitted |
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OCCIDENTAL HOTEL AND ANNEX t
X Restaurant in Connection Established 1881 European Plan ""

" COMMERCIAL MEN'8 HOME
"

"

FRONT ST. JOHN P. OLDS, Mngr. JUNEAU, ALASKA !!
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IWe Are Headquarters for i;

DRY GOODS, CLOTHING
! BOOTS AND SHOES, FURNISHINGS j;

j STAPLE AND FANCY GROCIERIES
¦>aBannBnBBManBanaMB«iMaHBMHHBOBMBanBMHMaBHa

ALASKA-TREADWELL GOLD MINING CO.
a

<;


