
ALASKA GOLD-BELT MINING COMPANY:
Its Properties, Its Plans, And Its Owners And Managers

VIEW SHOWING UPPER SHEEP CREEK BASIN, WITH ALASKA GASTINEAU PORTAL CAMP IN FOREGROUND. (ADVERTISEMENT.)

THK ALASKA Gold-Holt Company
is the most recent of the big1
mining companies to enter the

field in the Juneau (Alaska) Gold
llelt. Formed under the laws of the
Territory of Alaska, its sponsors, who
are also its officers and directors, are

men widely and well known in the
mining and financial world, they hav¬
ing been engaged in mining opera-1
tions on this continent at various
places from the tropics to the Arctic
Circle. These men are Sanford Mak-
eever of New York City, President

and Director; A. B. Dodd, of Juneau,
Alaska, Vice-l'resldent and Managing
Director; M. M. Makeover, of Boston,
Massachusetts, Secretary and Direct¬
or; John I,. Makeover, of New York
City, Treasurer and Director, and
Prof. 1). C. Bard, of Butte, Montana,
Director. The three Makeevers, as

co-partners, under the business name
of Makeover Brothers have long
heen engaged in successful mining
operations on this continent. Among
tlie operations which they have car¬
ried on are the Ampara Mine in Mex-
ira, which mine was financed by
thorn, nnd from which to date
lias distributed dividends in the
amount of $1,772,177. Another Mexi¬
can mine which the Makeover Broth¬
ers bought out later and in which
themembers of this firm are offic¬
ers, is the Kl Favor Mine. This is
also a large tonnage property which
lias paid dividends to the amount of
$210,000.00, up to the 31st of April
of last yenr. On the 25th of April
of that year an attack was made up¬
on the camp by bandits which re¬
sulted In the killing of two of the
employees nnd the wounding of two
others, including the manager. This
plant was Immediately closed down
to remain closed until conditions
should grow more stable in the He-
public of Mexico. Another of the
Makeever enterprlr.es was the Molo*
loa Company. This property had heen
extensively developed nnd had Its op¬
erations well under way at the timo
of the attack upon the Kl Favor
Camp. This property nlso, was clos¬
ed down until such time as order
should be cstabllshod In Mexico. The
Makeever Brothers aro also financ¬
ing and operating the 11. 11. Mines In
Montana, nnd are developing this
property Into a wonderful mine. Their

operations have long since marked!
these gentlemen as careful, conser-jvative mining men and financiers,
and it was only because of the unset-:
tied business and political conditions,
in Mexico which rendered a continu¬
ance of their activities there imprac¬
ticable, that they determined to en¬
ter the Alaskan mining field. Their
farsightedness in this respect is
shown by their action.
Some years ago when conditions in

Mexico were beginning to be disturb¬
ed. one of the members of the firm
Mr. Sanford Makeever came to the
Southeastern part of Alaska, ostensi¬
bly as a tourist, but in reality that
he might for himself and associates,
observe the possibilities of this coun¬
try and get that personal touch which
every successful man has with mat¬
ters in his own particular field of ac¬

tivity. At the time of his visit to
Juneau, the communities on (lastineau
Channel were just beginning to open
the door to admit the prosperity for
which they had so long waited and
which today they are beginning to
realize.
The Tread well properties on Doug-

las Island across the Channel from
where the Alaska Gold-Belt Corn-
pany's big reduction plant, wharves,
shops and headquarters will he lo¬
cated. were, of course, producing
abundantly for many years, but the
new development on the mainland at
Juneau, and in the Gold Creek and
Sheep Creek liasin had just begun.
Mr. Sanford Makeever saw this, and
he and his brothers began a careful
and systematic search for valuable
properties.
About this time.. Mr. A. II. Dodd,

a mining engineer of wide experience
in the United States, Canada. Mexi¬
co. and Alaskan mining fields, and
Prof. 1). C. Hard, head of the Mon¬
tana School of Mines, at Butte, Mon¬
tana, and one of the best known and
most capable geologists in the United
States, having been friends and busi¬
ness associates for many years, decid¬
ed to investigate Alaskan mining con¬
ditions and directed their attention to
the Juneau Gold Belt. Ultimately,
these two gentlemen and the Makeev¬
er Brothers canto together and unit¬
ed their efforts In a search for a

property in tho Juneau Gold Belt, that
might be developed and operated
on a large scale.

Mr. John I,. Makeever of New York
City, and Mr. M. M. Maveeker of
Boston, Massachusetts, both members
of tho firm of Makeever Brothers,
have been associated with their
brother. Mr. Sanford Makeever in all
tho mining and financial operations
nnd transactions of their firm, and
share with him In tho successful man¬
agement of their business as a finan¬
cial and mining institution.
Tho result of the combining of the

Interests nnd efforts of these five
men was a careful Investigation of
various properties along the Juneau
Gold Belt. Among those properties
are a group of forty gour gold quartz
claims lying on tho mainland In the
Upper Basin of the Sheep Creek Val¬
ley, a group of mlllsltes on Gastlneau
Channel, at a point about a mile
southeasterly of tho postofflco at
Thane and about five miles south¬
easterly of the town of Juneau, and
tho tunnel site connecting the claims
In the Upper Basin of Sheep Creek
with the mlllsltes on the beach. These
claims were generally known In this
section as the Nelson-Lott properties,
tho owners being Mr. Richard 1*. Nel¬
son. one of Juneau's most substantial

merchants and Capt. Henry hott, an

experienced miner and prospector,1
who has been engaged in that occu¬

pation for many years in Alaskan and
other mining countries. With firm
faith in the value of the properties
and that they had in them the mak¬
ing of a big mine, Capt. Lott, the
original discoverer and locator of the
claims which make up these proper¬
ties, interested Mr. Nelson with him,
and together they have held the
ground for years, doing such develop¬
ment work as was possible under ex¬

isting conditions. The properties are
situated in the Upper Sheep Creek
District, southeasterly from those of
the Alaska Gastineau Mining Com¬
pany and the Alaska Juneau Gold
Mining Company, but upon the same

formation.
hike all the other great gulches

that break into the heart of the moun-jtains from tidewater in the Juneau
Gold llelt, the Sheep Creek Valley ex-'
tends from the beach in a northeast¬
erly direction and then turns abrupt-

ly to the southeast. This particular
?alley enters the mountains between
the precipitous slopes of Mount Rob-
erts on the northerly side and the
long high ridges coming out from
and extending northwesterly from
Mount IA>tt on the southeasterly and
easterly limit until It reaches a point
directly In a line between those two
mountains and about a mile and a
half from the bench, when it turns
abruptly to the right or southeasterly
and climbs gradually in the next mile
'and a half until It reaches the sheer
cliffs of Mount Ix)tt. From the bend
In Hhecp Creek, the gulch extends
along parallel with tho formation of
tho country and one standing any¬
where on the floor of the gulch can
plainly see the strike of the mineral
formation, tho ledges being visible In
the cliffs In these two mountains,
standing oposlte each other, one at
the head and the other at the foot of
this Upper Hasln. On the left as one
ascends the valley after turning the

bend, a high ridge approximately 3,000
feet in altitude connects the two
mountains, and forms what is known
as the Carlson and Sheep Creek di¬
vide. On the right the long ridge
which forms the right side of the
gulch from the beach, climbs on. ris-,
ing higher and higher until it reac h-
es Mount Lott and the Taku Divide.:
The floor of the gulch upon which

the Uupper Creek flows is some 800
feet above sea level. It is in this Up¬
per Basin and upon the slopes and
crests of the two Divides and upon
Mount Lott that the Nelson-Lott min¬
ing properties lie. This Upper Sheep
Creek Basin is to the mining men and
geologists, a point of keen interest
for its bare cliffs and precipitous side
tell to the trained eye, the geological
story of the country.

Mr. Arthur C. Spencer, of the Unit¬
ed States Geological Survey, in his.
now famous report entitled "The Ju-'
neeu Gold Belt, Alaska," contained
ir. Bulletin No. 287, of the United
States Geological Survey issued in

1906, which report is now accepted as
a standard and authentic description
of this wonderful section of the coun-
try. at pages 49 and 60 of the Bulle¬
tin, says of the geology of the Sheep
Creek Basin:
"The formations of Gold Creek ex¬

tend without Interruption southwest-
ward to Taku Inlet, but only the two
outer dlvslons,.namely, the black
slate and the group of greenstones
and Intercalated slates.are cut by
Hheep Creek. On the ridge between
Gold and Sheep Creeks the band of
slates with their Intrusive dikes of
dark diorlte Is about 6,600 feet across
and this width Is only slightly dimin¬
ished In the vicinity of Grindstone
Creek divide, three and one-half miles
distant. As In Gold Creek the black
slates contain dikes of dark dlrite
(altered gabbro) which follow the
general trend of the formation. . . .

"On the southeast edge of Sheep
Mountain and extending southeast¬
ward for one and one-half miles Is a

somewhat irregular dike of the coast;
range type of diorite. This rock
closely resembles in composition the
ore-bearing dikes of the Treadwell
mines, and here it has been impreg¬
nated to a certain extent by sulphides
and locally contains stringers of
quartz. This intrusion cuts a dike of!
the dark dirite about 600 feet north-
west of the Gould and Curry work-1
ings, thus establishing the relative
age of these two types of rock.
"At the head of Sheep Creek is a

considerable thickness of thin-bedded
black limestone lying next to the
main greenstone contact. At first
sight this limestone seems to be but
little affected metamorphism, but on
closer inspection shows that practic¬
ally all of the carbonaceous material
which gives the dark color has been
changed to graphite. This mineral oc-1
curs in minute flakes lying parallel
with the stratification and producing!
a somewhat scistosc appearance. Cer¬
tain layers contain a great deal of py-
rite in minute shining cubes. The

boundary between these limestones
and the greenstones Is much less reg¬
ular than the corresponding horizon
farther north. This Is apparently due
to the Intrusive nature of part of
the greenstone In this vicinity. It Is,
however, Impossible to distinguish the
Intrusive greenstones from the other
portions, which are believed to have
formed as volcanic flows. On the
geologic map this boundary Is great¬
ly generalized, so that the Irregular¬
ity of the contacts does not appear.
"The group of greenstones and In-

terbedded slates, corresponding with
similar rocks farther north, separates
tho band of black slates from (las-
tinoau Channel and forms the moun¬
tains lying between the basins of
Bheep and Grindstone creeks and tide
water. Tho contact with the black
slate band follows a fairly straight
course from a point Just northeast
of Robert Teak to Taku Inlet, Just
above Bishop Point.
"As compared with their altitude

in Gold Crook, the rocks stand at
considerably higher angles in the re-,

gion drained by Sheep Creek. Fron\
about 60 degrees on the Gold Creek
divide the dips increase to 90 degrees
in the upper part of the basin, and on
the Grindstone divide the beds are

slightly overturned, so that the dips,
are steep toward the southwest. In-
creasing width of the black-slate band
southward from Gold Creek suggests
the presence of considerable folding
and duplication of the strata, but no
direct evidence of this sort of struc¬
ture has been observed."

After a careful investigation of tlie
Nelson-Lott properties, the Makeever-;
Dodd-Bard combination decidded to
take over these properties and Mr.
Dodd, obtained a bond on them, in
the Spring of the present year, the
Alaska Gold-Belt company was or-1
ganized by these gentlemen, aud this
company took over the bond from Mr.i
Dodd. In addition to these properties
certain valuable water rights were

purchased and others located by or
on behalf of the company.

iur. iioau, as .Managing Director or
and on behalf of the company, took
charge and began preparations for
the development of the property as
soon as the preliminaries were ar¬

ranged. When it is borne in mind
that the company, at this time held
under the bond an extensive tract of
land at tidewater of tlastineau Chan-
nel, and that (his is connected with
the mineral ground in the Upper Bas¬
in by a tunnel site, it will readily be
understood in a general way at least,
that the general plan of operation of
the company is to tap the properties
some 400 feet below the floor of the
Basin and some 3800 feet below the
summit of Mount Lott," thus making
it possible to mine the ground at a
minimum cost. Before referring fur-;
ther to the matter of the ultimate!
plans for the development of these
properties, it will doubtless be of in-1
terest to know what the company is
now doing and why it is doing it.
One of the interesting things about

this company and its operations is
the directness of its approach to the
work in hand and the rapidity of the
operation that has characterized this
work. Without any ado, Mr. Dodd,
the managing director, organized a
crew, installed a compressor, erect¬
ed power lines, constructed several
mino buildings in the Upper Basin
on the side of the Sheep Creek-Taku
Divide, and in what would seem to
be an incredibly short space of time,
had started to drive a tunnel into
this divide from the Basin at an ele¬
vation of approximately 300 feet
above the floor of the Basin, and 1095
feet abovo the sea level. This tun¬
nel, which Is seven by eight feet in
dimensions, Is being driven to cross
cut tho ledges known to exist In tho
divide, and within the boundaries of
tho Nelson-IiOtt properties. When
these ledges are reached, It is Intend¬
ed to drift along the lead In a south¬
easterly direction until tho ore bodies
In Mount I^ott have been opened; the
Idea being that this crosscut and
drift shall constitute the upper work¬
ings of tho property, fn order to
press the work with as much expldi-
tlon and efficiency as possible, Mr.
Dodd, on behalf of the company, ad¬
vertised for bids for driving this tun¬
nel. A number of bids were sub¬
mitted and that of Arthur I*. Hlen-
deau, one of the most excrienced and
well known of tho tunnel men of the
entire North who has driven more
long tunnels than any other one man

in the country, was accepted. A
contract made with him to drive at
least 2500 feet of this crosscut and
drift, and before the middle of June,
.Mr. Kiendeau and his crew, working
three shifts per day, were in full
swing in the tunnel. The tunnel ad¬
vance has been at the rate of about
seventeen feet per day. and was
started on the fourteenth day of
June. It is expected that it
will be completed about the first
of December of this year. There
have already been encountered in the
tunnel, some valuable ores, and the
performance of the assessment work
on various claims upon the properties
has disclosed valuable ledges. Sever¬
al crews are still engaged in various
places on the property doing the as¬
sessment work for the present year,
the claims not yet having been pat¬
ented.

Having this work well under way,
the management turned its attention
to other activities and preparation
for future installation. A crew of men
was placed at work on the millsites,
clearing the ground where the pro¬
posed reduction works and other
structures which go with the mining
camp, are to be erected. These
millsites lie upon the upland on the
tidewaters of the channel the nearest
being about a mile from the postoffice
at Thane. Upon these millsites, it
is proposed to establish another min¬
ing town or camp similar to those al¬
ready formed, suburbs of Juneau, like
Douglas, Treadwell and Thane. Out
over the tide lands, grea» wharves for
the reception of, and for the handling
of mining and milling machinery,
building material, and supplies for
mining operations, are to be con¬
structed. Warehouses, stores, power
plants, machine shops, foundries, of¬
fice buildings and a reduction plant,
the first unit of which will be capable
of handling 2,000 tons of ore per day,
will be erected upon these millsites.
to be ready for operation by the time
the tunnel from the beach to the
claims in the Ilasln has been complet¬
ed, and the ore in the mine blocked
out ready for breaking down. Quar¬
ters for the men, with boarding hous¬
es, mess halls, club houses, houses
for officials, office staff and employ¬
ees will be constructed here also. In
fact, this will be another plant of
the same general character as Thane
and Treadwell.
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reduction works will bo increased as
the development '.r~nr*t a
maximum capacity for handnffg 20.-
000 tons per day will have been reach¬
ed. and that at that time there will
he employed In these operations. In
the neighborhood of 5,000 men. All
this, of course, will not be accom¬
plished in a day, but it Is the plan
and purpose of the company to push
the work with the same directness
and energy with which It started, and
to proceed as rapidly as good business
and careful management will permit.
It Is obvious from tho manner In
which tho work has progressed up to
date, that the men In charge are ex¬
perienced In their respective lines
and that they are In earnest In their
effort and Intention to develop a
great mining property here. This
property will add to the Importance
of tho famous Juneau Gold Helt, al¬
ready tho greatest gold quarts min¬
ing section In the world, and will a
the same time, be a distinct advant¬
age to the Town of Juneau, and to
the mining community of Gastlneau
Channel.

A. B. DODD

Managing Director of Alaska Gold-
licit Company.

)Mr. Dodd is a mining /ngineer of
many years of successful' experience,
both quart/, and placer mining. He
has active personal charge of the de¬
velopment of the Alaska Gold Belt
Company's Juneau properties.
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