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THE “500 CLUB”
Party organization is absolutely necessapr to success of

a political party. But party organization is expensive to
operate even when it is run on a “shoe string” with much
volunteer service, as is true of the County Demo-
cratic organization. For the simplest type of organization
there are expenses for renting space for headquarters, acquir-
ing office equipment and supplies, and postage is a large
item if there is proper communication between the party
and its members, or even its workers..

There are many traditional ways of raising funds for
these expenses; some are definitely bad, because they often,
place the party organization under obligation to people and
interests other than the proper interests of good govern-
ment for ail citizens. You have heard of “kickbacks” demanded
from political employees; of large contributions from office
holders (who definitely expect to get back “value
in some way). Then there are rich and powerful interests
which make huge contributions including much “under the
counter” hand outs, to escape the law. It is not difficult to
guess what these big companies expect in return. They don’t
do this because of any mere interest in good government for
everybody. Then there are the SIOO to SI,OOO dinners which
definitely obligates the party in some way~to one class of
people.

The Arizona State Central Committee put on a ten dollar
dinner when Senator Humphrey was here which didn’t raise
enough money but did raise it from, and'in the interest of all
classes of people—almost any could afford ten dollars. That,
in my opinion, is good for the party and for the people
generally.

Now the Maricopa County Detmocratic Party organization

has come up with another good idea, and one which would
never occur to the party of the wealthy''classes. I hope the
Party will push the idea and make it a big source of Party

funds. Maricopa Democrats have organized the “500 Club”
to be comprised of ail Democrats who will contribute sl2 a
year for the support of the Party. This amount can be paid
according to the convenience of the individual contributor.
Giving the voters and the party workers an opportunity to
help support the party financially is a new political idea and
a vdry good one.

A political party .should belong to all the people who
"believe in its principles and it should work for the interests
of all of the people. We can be sure that the group that sup-

ports a party is the group to which a party is obligated.
Two dollars a month to support your Party is within the
ability of nearly every responsible Democrat. t

Belonging to a party should mean much more to a person
than what he himself gets out of it in money, jpb, or prestige.

' We can promote this new idea for making our party become
more and more the party of the people by becoming “500
Club”, members in large numbers. Don’t be surprised when
one of your precinct workers invites you to be a “500 Clubber”.
Membership also entitles one to recive a year’s subscription
to tiie Democratic Digest, the national party magazine.

CHRISTMAS SEAL CAMPAIGN
Each year, as the Christmas

season approaches, the National
Tuberculosis Association carries
on its annual Christmas Seal
campaign. And it would be hard
Indeed to find a cause more
worthy of public interest and
.support.

Great strides have been made
in fighting tuberculosis—due in
no small part to the work of
the Association, and ta the fi-
nancial success past sales have
achieved. But a great deal more

#

remains to be done and must
toe done. The latest estimates
indicate that 250,000 Americans

have active TB. 100,000 of them
unknown to health authorities.
In addition, there are 1,750,000

people with inactive TB, and
550,000 of them are still in need

of medical supervision or public

health follow-up. And an esti-
mated 55,003,000 Americans—a
third of the population—are in-
fected with the germs that cause
TB. Some 2,700,000 of this huge
group will develop TB in their
lifetimes, if the present rate of
development of disease from in-
fection continues.

Early diagnosis and immediate
treatment are essential in the
< o”trol of T3. Education of the
public and continued research
are other vital weapons in this
war. The Christmas Seal Sale
supports the works of the 3,000
voluntary tuberculosis associa-
tions in this country and its pos-

sessions. Significantly, of the
money raised each year in local

communities, 94 per cent re-

mains within the .state.

JQo tymment f
By James W. Douthat.

Editors Note: “No Comment,”
should not be regarded as nec-
essarily reflective of National
Association of Manufacturers po-
sition or policy, for it is a re-
porting of incidents and conver-
sations which its author, Ass’st.
Vice President Government Re-

lations Division thinks might be
of general interest.

WASHINGTON All of the
. evidence made available thus
far in Washington indicates that
there is no basis for forecasts
emanating from a variety of
sources that government spend-
ing will soar to spectacular
heights and that heavier taxes
will be required from the pub-
lic.

The predictions are so at vari-
ance with official statements by
Administration spokesman—who
certainly should know the facts
—that many in Washington
are wondering if they are not
resulting from propaganda dis-
seminated by New Dealers in
the lower echelons of govern-
ment service whose solution for
any problem invariably is big-
ger and bigger spending.

What are the facts with res-
pect to government spending?
Thus far (obviously, the future
could bring changes) official in-
formation adds up about like
this:
\ There is expected to be mod-

(Continued on page 6)

TREND^jjj|
WAGES, PRICES, PROFITS

inflationary push is
due to rising labor costs caused
by the power of monopolistic
unions to exact wage gains un-
related to productivity, and to
the continuing heavy tax bur-
den.

Since 1948, payment for each
hour of labor has increased
twice as fast as the amount pro-
duced by each hour of work. The
impact of rising corporate taxes
was added on top of this wage
squeeze.

An 85 per cent increase in the
amount of taxes levied on pro-
fits was far greater percentage-
wise than the increase in the
profits on which they were im-
posed.

Not a single group in Ameri-
can industry showed any im-
provement in its after-tax pro-
fit rpargin on sales between 1948
and 1956. Every major industry
group had a profit margin de-
cline.

Remedy lies in strict govern-

ment economy so that the tax
load may be put on a fair and
square basis, and a restoration
of equality at the collective
bargaining table so that indi-
vidual producers can make wage
settlements which are economi-
cally sound, instead of being
forced to accept increasingly
higher unit labor costs in con-
formity with an industrywide
“pattern” set by union bosses
without regard to the public
welfare.

FACING THE FACTS '

W. A. Robinson

The Phoenix dailies have evi-
dently set out deliberately to
create a climate of public senti-
ment toward the Phoenix high
school-college system, that is
calculated to defeat the bond
issue coming up on December
11. The fact that the bond is-
sue IS a desperate need for build-
ing additional classrooms at the
new high school plants, that are
already over-crowded is practic-
ally denied by the dailies with-
out a serious look at the evi-
dence.

One science teacher at Carl
Hayden High, for

*

instance, is
forced to hold classes in a dif-
ferent room each period carry-
ing her books and records, and
such little science equipment as
can be carried by hand from
room to room. For part of the
time this teacher had to attempt
to teach in rooms, unequipped
with black-board, bulletin board,
or even with chairs at desks to
accommodate the students. Ob-
viously only a very meager and
uninteresting kind of teaching
can be accomplished under such
primitive conditions and neither
teacher nor students can share
the kind of learning experience
together that makes for normal
student growth or mutual res-
pect.

Yet until classrqoms catch up
with student population, time
and effort of many teachers and
students will be practically wast-
ed or worse. The effect of that
kind of school situation impairs

the morale of both students and
teachers. Much of the effective-
ness of the per capita expendi-
ture for the education of our
boys and girls will be lost if the
bond issue for increased space
is not approved by the voters.

The news papers already have
assumed a considerable respon-
sibility for having the city and
county government run accord-
ing to their ideas. They make a
great effort to influence vot-
ing as they wish it to go. How
competent the dailies are to
select the candidates for the
governing bodies of our local

In The Waste-basket
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political units I do not know,
but I doubt if they will always

be selecting and supporting the
candidates who are best for all
of us, or even for most of us..
In the recent high school board
election it was evident that the
papers were not too subtly at-
tempting to foist upon the com-
munity a candidate that the
people proved conclusively, they
did not want. Now they seem
to want to get a strangle hold
on the schools, by proving that i
they can choke off the financial
support needed by the schools
for effective growth.

To me the Republic’s report-

er’s story indicated more that
he was drooling enviouslv over
the salaries that educators are
paid, than he was proving that
educators should not hr Tre thr.se
salaries. If Phoenix wants at the
head of its schools the kind of
competent educators that other
comparable cities in this west-
ern country are employing, we 1
shall have to pay for them what
the high school board in Cali-
fornia, Oregon, and New Mexico
pay.

If we can’t afford first class
educators, that is our misfor-
tune or our false economy dic-
tated by the Phoenix newspa-
pers, and we shall have to be
satisfied with mediocre, insecure
persons whose actions the news-
papers can easily dictate.

There is no question, that ’
more administrators are needed
now than when Phoenix had
three high schools, and the
salaries in the field of education
have steadily increased just as
I suppose they have in the field
of journalism. The reporter
might be surprised to know
that the system had most of
these administrative

.

positions
even before the system began

to set up the administrative or-
ganization which the board paid

the University of Southern Cali- <
fornia $25,000 to design for
them. The board has merely
given these positions the titles
that are generally used in high

(Continued on page 6)
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