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CHAPTER VIII. 

BKSlKUKi). 

X M 
With a hem^i piece of limber they bait 

in tin front door. 
The settlors who had congregated at j 

the Travelers* Rost were brave and reso- 

lute men. who would brook no insolence 
from the cattlemen, and stood ready to 
maintain their right* whatever the re- 

sult might he. 
It was alKMit ten o'clock when Simon 

Riggs by left the house and joined the 
guards on the outside. Every moment 
now the attacking party were ex]iected 
to arrive, and there was little doubt but 
wbat there would bo serious trouble 
with them. 

Presently the sound of hoofs could In* 
heard in tlie distance, and in a few mo- 

ments the dim outlines of a large body 
of mounted men could lie seen approach- 
ing from the southwest. When they 
were some fifty yards away a sharp, im- 

perative “Halt!” came from the senti- 
nels. The challenge was respondent to 

by excited and angry words from the 
advancing men. and for a moment it 
seemed as if they were going to disre- 
gard the command, but at a word from 
one who was evidently their leader they 
came to a halt, while two men spurred 
their horses forward to where the sen- 

tinels were standing. 
“Who air ye. an what do ye want?* 

demanded Rig 'shy. 
“We are a hand of cattlemen who are 

hereon business,** replied the foremost 
horseman, whose voice was recognized 
as that of Ropes. 

“.list state yer business,” replied 
Riggs by. 

“Well, we've come to ask yon to va- 
cate tiiat house at once—and get out of 
the country as soon as possible!” 

“It's perly late ter move tonight,'* re- 

marked Riggsby. “I reckon I'll stay till 
tnorniti anyway.” and there was a touch 
of irony hi the speaker's tones. 

“I didn't know but what it would be 
an act of kindness to give you a chance 
to get out.” continued Hop s, “for you 
see we are going to burn the house in a 

few moments." 
"That's pretty cool—it is. by gosh!” 

exclaimed Kigg by. 
"it u o,< pretty hot if I Know any- 

thing." 
"Far tln> nno* that tries ter hum that 

house—yes." returned Riggsby. 
"I have not cuoio liere to handy words 

over the matter," saiil Ropes. “Will 
yon get out of the house and leave, or 

must we hurn it down over your heads?" 
"Whenever ye git ready tor burn my 

house, .list come on," replied Riggsby. 
"1 ain't (join away." 

“Well give you just ten minutes to 
get out.” warned Ropes, and wheeling 
his horse he rode haelt to where his fol- 
lowers were awaiting him. 

Simon Riggsby and those of the set- 
tlers who had heeii acting as sentinels 
now hastily entered the house, where 
the result of tile conference with Ropes 
was made known. 

•Tin in for fightin." announced fke 
Balter with an angry gesture. "The 
sooner we teach these fellers that they 
air not minim tins country the better!" 

“Timm's my sentimuuts," came from 
the others. 

It was now plain to all that hostilities 
would soon he commenced by the cattle 
men. and it would require the concerted 
force of all ipiartered within the build- 
ing to repel them. Nearly every one of 
the men commanded by Ropes was of 
that rough and vicious element found 
only on the border counties of the great 
west. Daring and reckless, they would 
not hesitate to do whatever their leader 
commanded. 

Realising the desperate character of 
the men with whom they had to deal, 
the settlers had so fortilied themselves 
in the building as to render themselves 
secure against the most forcible attack 

Stationed in the dilfereut rooms, the 
settlers now kept the closest watch on 

the movements of the enemy. A half 
hour passed and still there wore no visi- 
ble demonstrations from the foe. Rut 
suddenly a rod glare caiuo from the west 

of the building, and then a stream of 
lurid tlauie was seen to issue from the 
fitahles. They had been Bred by the ! 
cattlemen. 

This unexpected move created a pro- 
found sensation among the men gar- ] 
riwiued within the house. Then before j 
they hail recovered from their surprise ; 
the sound of rapidly advancing feet was 

heard on the east side of the building; I 
then a mass of dark forms rushed up tc 

the house and with a heavy piece of tim- 
ber beat in tlie front door, which fell iu 
aide with a loud crash. 

Instantly a dozen guns cracked from 
the inside of the house, and four of the 
intruders went down. A heavy volley 
from the cattlemen came in quick re- 

sponse. and a shower of bullets came 

iuug into the building. Then they 
made a rush for the door, hat were 

promptly repelled by the settlers, who 
poured a telling lire into their ranks, 
causing them to tall back in wild dis- 
order. 

It was evident that the attacking party 
had greatly underestimated the strength 
of the gain son, and they had paid dearly 
for the mistake, for it was evident that 
some of them had been killed and nearly 
a dozen wounded. In falling back they 
had taken t In ir dead and wounded a! mg, 
»ud no re-attacl: was exiiected for the 

p; suit at least. Two of the settlers hnl 
Is eu slightly wounded, but none seri- 
ously, and those in the building were 

masters of the situation, for the time be- 
ing at I ‘*st. 

But another danger now presented it- 
self. Tim ti.tmes that were now leaping 
about the burning stables threatened to 
reach the house, causing great alarm to 
those within. 

Two men were set apart to watch the 
fire and give in-taut warning should it 
be communicated to the house. The 
Humes lit up the surrounding prairie, 
but no sign of the attacking party was 
vi--',ble in tin* • ircle of light. They had 
doubtless wi. 'idrawn to a safe distance, 
where tin v wo :Id wait till the flames 
should sub !■■ before venturing to make 
another attack. 

The discovery that there was a good 
number of armed men in the inn had 
evidently upset their plans, hut there 
was littie hope that they would relin- 
quish their evil design. 

A half hour passed, and the flames at 
the stables had in a manner burned 
down, and the timliers soon foil in. leav- 
ing a mass of smoking embers. But the 
danger of the (Ire being carried to the 
house was now passed, and those inside 
felt a sense of thankfulness that that 
part of tli ■ danger was no longer threat- 
oning them. 

As the tire died out and darkness gath- 
iml over the prairie another attack was 

momentarily expected from the cattle- 
men. Their defeat in their tirst attempt 
to lire the house would doubtless make 
them more cautious in their next move- 

ments. The warm reception they had 
received at the hands of the settlers 
would not tend to pacify matters, and 
that they would seek to wreak a terrible 
vengeance on the little garrison none 
doubted in the least. 

But in spite of the expected attack the 
night passed without any further demon- 
stration of hostilities. As the gray dawn 
stole over the prairie it was discovered 
that the enemy had withdrawn nearly 
an eighth of a mile, but had divided 
their force into four divisions, com- 

pletely surrounding the house. What 
they proposed to accomplish by such a 

proceeding was a mystery, yet all felt 
certain that they were up to some new 

mischief, which might bo put iuto exe- 
cution at any moment. 

One tiling was plain; the cattlemen 
were determined that uo one should es- 

cape from the building, and had taken 
this means to prevent it: but just bow 
they were going to conduct their next 
move was shrouded in uncertainty. 

All the horses ridden by the settlers 
had been turned loose on the prairie, as 

had the stock belonging totheRiggsbys, 
which had been conliued in the stable, 
for m spite of their vicious and lawless 
character the cattlemen scorned the idea 
of taking anything in the shape of live 
stock that did not belong to them. They 
might kill a man if he offended them, 
but take bis stock—never. This was an 
unwritten law. to which they adhered 
with scrupulous exactness. 

The day wore on and the cattlemen 
still remained in close watch upon the 
house. Then it was that the settlers 
began to understand the strange ma- 

neuvers of the foe. The cattlemen, find- 
ing Unit they could not capture the gar- 
rison without great loss, had resorted to 
strategy. It was plain now that they 
were preparing for a siege that might be 
carried on for days—even weeks should 
the ease require it—until the besieged 
should be starved Iuto submission. 

CHAPTER IX. 
LOCKED IN. 

"I reckon we'll noon nhow ye who we airP* 
Dan Kiggsby s heart sank within him 

as he went down among the tangled vines 
and heard the footsteps and exclamations 
of the outlaws as they rushed upon him. 
He staggered to his feet just as the 
strong hand of one of his pursuers was 

laid upon his shoulder and a gruff voice 
said in his ear: 

“Don't ye 'tempt to git away, er ye'U 
git biowed to worm feed!" 

Dan realized at once that he was 

in a most desperate situation, and he 
saw the necessity of bringing all his wits 
into service. 

“Who are you, and what do you mean 

by treating me in this manner?” he de- 
manded. turning to confront his cap- 
tors. 

“1 reckon we'll soon show ye who we 

air!” retorted the first sjieaker. pulling 
the youth back toward the cabin. “Jist 
come inside an we’ll see wliat ye look 
like.” 

Without offering the slightest resist- 
ance Dan suffered himself to be led back 
to the cabin. He was conducted to the 
inside of the building, followed by the 
outlaws, who held their pistols in their 
hands ready for instant use. 

Dan knew that he was suspected of 

being a spy. and should he be unable to 
convince his captors of their mistake 

they would show him no mercy. These 
thoughts caused him to feel the greatest 
alarm, and be set his wits busily to 

work to answer the questions that he 
knew they would ask him. 

“Now, my young feller,” said one of 
the outlaws, who appeared to be the 
leader. "1 want ye ter explain what ye 
air prowlin around hyar at this time o’ 
night fer?" 

Dan had been thinking rapidly, and he 
had now' decided on the course he would 

pursue. His plan was to first endeavor 
to impress the outlaws that he believed 
them to be settlers who had come to- 

gether to discuss the trouble that the 
cattlemen were then making in that part 
of the country. If he could succeed in 
doing this he felt that a strong point in 
his favor would be gained. 

"1 haven't been prowling around." he 
answered with all the coolness he could 
command. “I was sent on an errand by 
my father—on business which ought to 

interest you as well as all the settlers in 
this section.” 

w an it yer miner, an wuai is ye r er- 

rant?” asked the outlaw. 
"My father is bimon Riggsby: he keeps 

the inn on the road several miles south of 
here, and ho sent me to warn the settlers 
that there was going to he serious trouble 
with the cattlemen and for them to come 

to his house as soon as possible to see 
what could lie done.” 

The outlaws exchanged significant 
glances, while the leader looked search- 
ingly at the youth. 

“How does it come, then, that ye air 
afoot so for from home;'" asked the leader, 
eying Dan keenly. 

“1 lost my horse in a fight with one of 
the cowboys who tried to whip me with 
his cattle whip,” truthfully replied Dan. 

"How did it happen, then, that ye 
didn't go back an git another boss before 
goin on?” 

in a few brief words Dan related his 
encounter with Bud Ropes; of the at- 
tempt of the latter to shoot him and of 
the accidental sin siting of his adversary. 
Then he explained how the combat had 
been witnessed by the youth's father and 
some other cattlemen, who had chased 
him into the timber, bent on vengeance, 
aud how ho had escaped them and start- 
ed to the Marmaton settlement and fin- 
ally arrived at the cabin in the woods, 
where he had been attracted by a light 
and approached, to be captured by the 
inmates. 

“1 thought you were cattlemen at 
first,” said Dan, in conclusion, “and 1 
would have got away if 1 could, but now 

that 1 have discovered my mistake 1 ask 

you to let me go, for l hope you are con- 

vinced that 1 am not a cowboy spying 
around settlers’ cabins to see what 1 can 

find out.” 
It was evident that Dan’s story had 

made a favorable impression upon the 
outlaws. Ho had explained the cause of 
his presence there on foot, and of his at- 
tempt to escape from them when they 
came out of the cabin, which had so 

aroused their suspicions; he had led them 
to believe that he took them for cattle- 
men. 

His story, which was in fact the truth, 
seemed to convince his auditors that he 
was what he represented himself to be, 
yet they were not going to act with un- 

due haste. 
Motioning eeveral of the outlaws to 

follow him, the leader went out of the 
cabin, where a consultation was held. 

“1 reckon he’s jist what he sez he is,” 
said tlie outlaw leader, “an 1 can't see 

no necessity uv putim min outen the 
way. yit it wouldn't be in keepin with 
the rules uv the business ter let him go 
jist now.” 

“That's tuy idea,” responded one of 
the men. “Thar ain't no harm in the 
kid, 1 reckon, but ter meek a sure thing 
dead certain we'd better sorter keep him 
till our little business in these parts Is* 
over an—then—decide what we’ll do 
with him." 

"Them’s my sentiments.” declared an- 

other. 
“It's alius safest ter bo safe.” remarked 

the leader. 
After talking together in low bytes for 

several minutes they returned to the in- 
side of the cabin. 

"We hain t got no fault ter find with 

ye." said the leader, as the outlaws re- 

turned to the room: “but as honest set- 
tlers who has ter keep a watch on their 
own interests we've decided ter hold ye 
awhile till we can verify yer story. Von 
see ye might lie a cowboy prowlin around 
ter see wdiat we war at. so ye could re- 

port it ter the cattlemen.” 
Although Dan would have felt a sense 

of greater relief had he been permitted 
to go his way. he could do nothing but 
accept the situation with the best grace 
possible. 

“Of course I would nice to go on, ne re- 

plied, “but if you think proper to detain 
me i can’t see how l'in going to help 
matters by objecting.” 

‘•That’s puttin the case in a nutshell," 
laughed one of the outlaws. 

"If you will send some one to my 
home you will find that 1 am the one 1 

represent myself to be," went on the 

youth. “It wouldn’t take long to ride 
over there." 

"We’ll jist let yer know when we git 
through with ye,” remarked the leader. 
Then turniug to one of the men he 
added, "Dick, take the boy an put him 
in the wine cellar.” 

This order brought a laugh from the 
crowd. 

"1 reckon he won't find much old 
Rhine in thar." observed the one ad- 
dressed as Dick, as he came forward to 

where Dan was standing. 
"Come on, my boy," he added, as he 

led the youth to a door that opened in 
the back side of the house. Passing 
through the door. Dan was conducted 
through a dark corridor for some dis- 
tance. when another door was opened, 
ami he was nshered into a large room 

whose walls of clay and stone plainly 
indicated that it was situated under- 

ground. 
The outlaw who had accompanied Dan 

to the apartment now took the candle he 
was carrying, and Lighting a tinge tin 
lamp that sat upon a rude table in the 
corner withdrew, shutting and locking 
the door behind him. 

Glancing about the room, Dan saw 

only a few articles of the rudest furni- 
ture. with here and there some pieces of 
worn and cast off clothing scattered 
about the chamber. The robbers' cabin 
was situated upon the side of a high 
bluff, and it was into this that the room 

had been hollowed out. Dan was fully 
convinced. 

W nut tno room na<l Deen usou ior me 

youth could only surmise, but that it 
had been made for the purpose of carry- 
ing on some nefarious business, such as 

counterfeiting, he had uot the slightest 
doubt. 

He readily' understood why he had 
been placed in confinement. It was 

plain that the robbers were not entirely 
satisfied with his explanation of how he 
came to be there, and they were de- 
termined to keep h'tn in their power till 
the daring robbery they had planned had 
been put into execution. 

What would then be done with him? 
This was the question that came to Dan, 
causing him to be tilled with a feeling of 

vague fear and uncertainty. 
Should the robbers be successful in 

their attempt to rob the paymaster, then 
it was probable that they would return 
and release him; but should they meet 
with defeat and be closely pressed by 
the military, they might scatter and 
leave the country altogether without a 

thought of the one they had left con- 

fined in the solitary cabin in the woods. 
While Dan was occupied with these 

glowing reflections the door was un- 
locked and reopened and a woman of 
perhaps forty years of age entered the 
room, bringing an armful of blankets 
which she threw on the floor. 

“There’s your bed, young fellow," she 
said in a piping voice. "Just arrange 
it to suit yourself.” With this she went 
out, looking the door behind her. 

Dan took the blankets, and spreading 
them on the rocky floor threw himself 
thereon, determined to make the best of 
the situation. 

For a long time he lay there, thinking 
over the startling events of the day and 
wondering what would be the outcome 
of all the strange adventures that wero 

crowding u|Km him. At last, in spite of 
the harassing thoughts that beset him, 
he fell into a dreamless slumber. 
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Asthma. 
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sufferer from Asth* 
raa and severe Colds 

every Winter, and last Fall my 
friends as well as myself thought 
because of my feeble condition, and 
great distress from cunstant cough- 
ing, and inability to raise any of the 
accumulated matter from my lungs, 
that my time was close at hand. 
When nearly worn out for want of 
sleep and rest, a friend recommend- 
ed me to try thy valuable medicine, 

Boschee’s German 
Syrup. I am con- 

fident it saved my 
life. Almost the first 
dose gave me great 
relief and a gentle re- 

freshing sleep, such as I had not had 
for weeks. My cough began immedi- 
ately to loosen and pass away, and 
I found myself rapidly gaining in 
health aud weight. I am pleased 
to inform thee—unsolicited—that I 
am iu excellent health and do cer- 

tainly attribute it to thy Boschee’s 
German Syrup. C. B. Sticknby, 
Picton, Ontario.” ® 
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Refreshing 
Sleep. 

MRS. CRAHAM’S 

Cucumber 
AKD 

Elder Flower 
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skin, and by daily use gradually makes the 
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stant protection from the effects of sun and 
wind and prevents sun burn and freckles, and 
Lla kheads will never come while you use it. 
It cleanses the face far better than soap and 
water, nourishes and builds up the Bkin tissue* 
and thus prevents the formation of wrinkles. 
It gives the freshness, clearness and smooth- 
ness of .-kin that you had when a little girL 
Every lady, young or old, ought to use It, as It 
give- h more youthful appearance to any lady, 
and that permanently. It contains no aclu, 
powder or alkali, and is a* harmless as dew 
and is as nourishing to the skin as dew is to a 
flower Price t#l. at all druggists and hair- 
dressers, or at Mrs. Oervaise Graham's estab- 
lishment. HW Post Street, San Francisco, where 
she treats ladies for all blemishes of the face 
or figure. Ladies at a distance treated by let- 
ter. Send stump for her little book, "How to be 
Beautiful." 

Sample Bottle maned free to any lady 
on receipt of 10 cents in stamps to pay for pos- 
tug and packing Lady Agents wanted. 
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Cures the worst ca.-es of Freckles. Sunburn, 

wallowtiess, Motn pat. lies, Pimples and all skiu 
blemishes Price 01 30. Harmless and ef- 
fective. No sample can be sent. Lady Agents 
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