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Washington, Dec. 27 The text of President Wilson's proclamation tak-
ing control of the railroads is as follows:

"Where as the Congress of the United States, in the exercise of the con-
stitutional authority vested in them, by joint resolution of the Senate and
House of Representatives, bearing date April 6, 1917, resolved:

" 'That the state of war between the United States and the Imperial
German Government which has thus been thrust upon the United States is
hereby formally declared, and that the President be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized and directed to employ the entire naval and military forces of the
United States and the resources of the Government to carry on war against
the Imperial German Government, and to bring the conflict to a successful
termination, all of the resources of the country are hereby pledged by the
Congress of the United States."

"And by joint resolution bearing date of Dec. 7, 1917, resolved:
" That a state of war is hereby declared to exist between the United

States of America and the Imperial and Royal Austro-Hungari- Govern-
ment, and that the President be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed
to employ the entire naval and military forces of the United States and the
resources of the Government to carry on war against the Imperial and Royal
Austro-Hungari- Government, and to bring the conflict to a successful ter-

mination, all the resources of the country are hereby pledged by the Con-

gress of the United States.'
"And whereas it Is provided by section 1 of the act approved Aug. 29,

1916, entitled 'an act making appropriations for the support of the army for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1917, and"for other purposes,' as follows:

" The President,1 in time of war, is empowered, through the Secretary
of War, to take possession and assume control of any system or systems of
transportation, or any part thereof, and to utilize the same", to the exclusion
as far as may be necessary of all other traffic thereon, for the transfer or
transportation of troops, war material and equipment, or for such other pur-
poses connected .with the emergency as may be needful or desirable.

ASSUMPTION' OF CONTROL OF ROADS
"And whereas, it has now become necessary in the national defense to

take possession and assume control of certain systems of transportation and
to utilize the same, to the exclusion as far as may be necessary of other than
war traffic, trains for the transportation of troops, war material and equip-
ment therefor, and for other needful and desirable purposes connected with
the prosecution of the war.

Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States,
under and by virtue of the powers vested in me by the foregoing resolutions
and statute, and by virtue of all other powers, thereto me enabling, do

hereby, through Newton D. Baker, Secretary of War, take possession and
assume control at 12 o'clock noon on the twenty-eight- h day of December,
1917, of each and every system of transportation and the appurtenances
thereof located wholly or In part within the boundaries of the Continental
United States and consisting of railroads, and owned or controlled systems
of coastwise and inland transportation, engaged in general transportation,
whether operated by steam or by electric power, including also terminals,
terminal companies and terminal associations, sleeping and parlor cars, pri-
vate cars and private car lines, elevators, warehouses, telegraph and tele-

phone lines and all .other equipment and appurtenances commonly used up-
on or operated as a part of such rail or combined rail and water systems
of transportation to the end that such systems of transportation be utiliz-
ed for the transfer and transportation of troops, war material and equipment
to the exclusion, so far' as may be necessary, pf all other traffic thereon,
and that, so far as such exclusive use be not necessary or desirable, such
systems 'of transportation be operated and utilized In the pereformance of
such other services as the national interest may require and of the usual
and ordinary business and duties of common carriers.

"It is hereby directed that the possession, control, operation and utiliza-
tion of such transportation system hereby by me undertaken shall be exer-
cised by and through William G. McAdoo, who is hereby appointed and des-

ignated Director General of Railroads. Said Director may perform the du-

ties imposed upon him, so long and to such extent as he shall determine,
through the Boards of Directors, receivers, officers and employees of said
systems of transportation.

"Until and except so far as said Director shall from time to time by gen-
eral or special orders otherwise provide, the Boards of Directors, receivers,
officers and employees of the various transportation systems shall continue
the operation thereof in the usual and ordinary course of the business of

The moment Resinol touches itching, burning skin,
the suffering usually stops. The skin rapidly loses its
angry-loo- k, the eruption clears away, and in a surpris-

ingly short time skin-heal- th is restored. It acts even
more quickly if aided by Resinol Soap. The regular use
of Resinol Soap keeps complexions fresh and attractive.

Soap contain nothing that could in-

jure or irritate the iendefest skin.
They clear away pimples, redness
and roughness, stop dandruff, and
form a most valuable household
treatment for sores, chafings, cuts,
bums, etc Sold by all druggists.
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common carriers, in the names of their respective companies.
' McABOO'S AUTIIOJUTY IS PARAMOUNT

"Until and except so far as said Director shall from time to time other-
wise by general or special orders determine, such systems of transportation
shall remain subject to all existing statutes and orders of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission and to all statutes and orders of regulating commissions
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deed that we cannot repair. So no
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we have decided whether we can have-decide-

whether we can save you the.
expense of one.

United Tire & Vulcanizing Co.,
Distributors of
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of the various States in which said systems or any part thereof may be sit-

uated. But any orders, general or special, hereafter made by said Director
shall have paramount authority and be obeyed as such.

"Nothing herein shall be construed as now affecting the possession,

STEP NECESSARY

FOB EFFICIENCY,

PRESIDENT SAYS

Private Zeal and Ability
Have Failed to Overcome
Obstacles .to Transporta- -

- tion and He Does Not Feel
at Liberty to Withhold

' Taking Over Roads War
One of Resources.

Washington, Dec. 27 Control ol
the railroads to bring about uniform
operation for-th- e war will be assum-
ed, by the government at noon tomor-
row with Secretary McAdoo, still re-

taining his cabinet post, in charge as
director-gener-al of railroads.

This decision, the government's so-

lution for the difficulties of the pres-
ent transportation situation, was

last "night in a proclamation
by President WUson effective at noon,
Friday, Dec 28, and taking over
every railroad engaged in general
transportation in continental United
States, with its appurtenances, in-

cluding steamship lines. All lines
wiH be operated as a single system
under Director McAdoo.

President 'WUson planned to con-

fer with the railroad brotherhood
chiefs today and the heads of the
four organizations indicated that
further details of the scheme of gov-
ernment control as far as it effects
pending wage controversies probably
will be discussed.

In a statement accompanying his
proclamation the President announced
that as soon as Congress reassembled
he would recommend legislation guar-
anteeing the- - maintenance of railroad
properties in good, repair and the pay-
ment of a net operating income equal
to (3ie average net operating income of
saeh road for the three years ending
June 30, 191T.

The President's proclamation con-

templates the mobilization of the rail"
roads of the country and all their ap-
purtenances, and whHe it will give the
'Erovrnment possession of water lines
that figure In rail --and -- water transpor-
tation, it is not the intention to take
over local water routeg and those
eteamer lines which do not fit into the
rail problem. '

Through. Oils action the President
hopes to end the tangle pf confusion
Into which the transportation facilities
have been brought as a result of the
war.

The President's decision to take over
the operation of the railroads in ce

of the reassembling of Congress
Tas announced in a proclamation and
the explanatory statement signed, by
himself.

About five hoors before the Presi-
dent announced his determination to
take over the railroads confidential
messages went to the heads of the
principal railroad systems of the coun-

try, indicating that when possession
ha;S been taken the transportation fa-
cilities a board of five or severi mem-r- 3

wou53 be appointed to advise with
the director general of railways.- - The
belief is that this board will be com-

posed of representatives of the army
and navy, the food and fuel adminis-
trations, because fue executive depart-
ments of the administration, mentioned
ar the chief government shippers.

The (President's action is based on
the authority granted on Aug. 29,
;tS16. in the act which made appropri-
ations for the support of the Army
for the fiscal year 1917,and which .pro-Tid- ed

that the President, in time of
vrar, through the Secretary of War,
might take possession anvJ assume
control of any or ail systems of trans-
portation and utilize them, to the ex-

clusion, as far as may be necessary,
of all other traffic, for the transport-
ation of troops, war material, and
ecraipment, and for such other pur-loB- es

connected with the emergency
as may toe needful or desirable.

The President's Statement.
The President's statement follows:
"I have exercised the powers over

the transportation systems of the
country which were granted me by
the act of Congress of last August be-

cause" it has" become Imperatively nec-

essary for me to do so.
"This is a war of resources n less

than of men. perhaps even more than
of men, and it is necessary for the
complete mobilization of our resources
that the transportation systems of the
country should be organized and em-

ployed under a single authority and
a arimpufled method of
which have not proved possible under
private management and control.

"The Committee of Hallway Execu-tiv- es

who have toeen with
the jrovernment in this
matter have done the utmost that it
was josslble for them to . do; have
dona It with patriotic zeal and with
great ability, hut there were differ-
ences that they could neither escape
nor neutralize. Complete unity of ad-

ministration in the present circum-
stances involves upon occasion and at
many points a serious dislocation of
earnings, and the committee was, of
course, without power or authority to
rearrange chances or .effect proper
compensations and adjustments of
earnings. Several roads which were
--.rillinslv and with admirable public
spirit accepting the orders of the
committee have already suffered from
these circumstances, and should not
le required to suffer further. In mere
fairness to then the full authority of
the government must be substituted.
The government itself will thereby
gain an immense Increase of efficiency
in the conduct of the war and of the
innumerable activities "upon which its
auooessful conduct deperidls.

"The puiblic interest must he first
served and. In addition, the financial
interests of the government and the
financial interests of the railways
most foe brought under a common di-

rection. The financial operations of
the railways need not then Interfere
ith the borrowings of the govern-- j

r.t,' and they themselves can be
ten ducted at a great advantage.. In--

rs in. railway securities may rest

operation and control of street electric passenger railways, including rail-

ways commonly called interurbans, whether such railways be or be not
owned or controlled by such railroad

"By subsequent order and proclamation, if and when it Shall be found

(Special to The Farmer)
Stratford, Dec. 27. Fully 5,000 per-

sons were present at the first com-
munity Christmas tree celebration
held at Academy Hill, Monday even-
ing. Of this number one-ha- lf were
children who were made happy by be-

ing the recipients of gifts from the
tree. It was the first real community
Christmas tree ever held in Stratford
and no doubt has left a lasting impres-
sion on the large multitude who wit-
nessed the night's festivities. The
Children met at the town hall at 6:30
o'clock and headed the Stratford
Home Guards, and First Selectman
James Lally marched to the commun-
ity Christmas tree where distribution
of presents commenced.

Each child received a Christmas
stocking filled with nuts, candy and
oranges. The affair was in charge of
Mrs. Richard Howell, president of the
Boys' and Girls' Useful Club. She was
assisted by.Mrs. Wade Cook, Mrs. Og-de- n

Wiley, Mrs. Walter Goddard and
Mrs. Thomas Taylor. The Citizens
committee which has done so much
good in giving the town's soldiers a
suitable send-o- ff when they went to
camp also gave valuable assistance.
This committee was composed of First
Selectman James Lally, Fred Town-ro- e,

David Li. Rhoades, Charles Aber-crombi- e,

Olaf Unbehagen and George
Bateman.

Much credit for the success of the
vast undertaking should be given to
the women of the town who worked
to cut out and sew together 2,500
stockings and fill them with delicacies.
The women met in the town hall and
in private homes both days and nights
and labored like beavers to make the
affair a grand success. Everything
was in readiness late Sunday after-
noon.

The singing of Christmas carols un-

der the direction of Prof. Clark, mu-
sical director of the public schools
was one of the features. Following
was the programme:

, Song Come All Ye Faithful.
Prayer Rev. Henry P. Lyman-Wheato- n.

Presentation Miss Dorothy Peck.
Acceptance Elliott W. Peck.
Song Hark, The Herald Angels

Sing.
Address Rev. Robert C. Whitehead
Presentation of gifts.
Benediction Rev. Artyre M. Bag-get- t.

Herbert L. Bartram rendered sever-
al selections on the cornet which add-
ed much to the occasion.

The Boys' and Girls' Useful Club is
not a year old, but it is already one of
thy leading organizations in making
over Stratford from an old fashioned
town into a modern wide awake com
munity.

Four Generations at Dinner
At the Christmas dinner given at

the home of Mr. and Mrs. James Sex-

ton, Stratford avenue, Stratford there
were four generations represented.
Mrs. Jeremiah McAuliffe of New York
city, aunt of Mrs. James Sexton, Mr.
and Mrs. Michael Gill of Bridgeport,
Vincent Gill also of Bridgeport, and
Mr. and Mrs. James Sexton and fam-
ily of Stratford were present and en
joyed a real turkey din
ner. Mrs. Gill is' the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Sexton and "Vincent Gill,
grandchild. Mr. Sexton received a
letter from his son First Lieutenant
"Vincent Sexton, who is stationed in
California extending to them the hap
piest greetings of the Yuletide season
also informing them that he was to
leave for France in a few days. A
dress suit case filled with many hand
some and beautiful gifts also arrived
and were distributed following the
festivities. Lieutenant Sexton was for
merly a newspaperman employed on
the various repertorial staffs of the
papers in Bridgeport.

Pliill
On Christmas morning at 10 o'clock

Miss Gladys Bonesby, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Bonesby of 3 Sachs
street, Stratford, became the bride of
James Phillips, Jr., son of Mr. and
Mrs. James Phillips, sr., of Sachs
street. Rev. Ernest C. Carpenter, pas
tor of the Stratford Methodist church
performed the ceremony. The wed
ding was attended by the immediate
relatives of both families. Both per-
sons are widely known in town.

147 Receive Instruction
Up to the present date 147 young

men have received instruction from
Attorney Ivan L. Morehouse how to
fill out properly their questionnaires.
Attorney Morehouse has been in ses-
sion at the town hall for one week
and had on the average about 35 visi
tors each evening.

Meeting Postponed
The regular meeting of the Okenuck

A Stubborn Cough
Loosens Right Up

ThlB home-ma- remedy In a wondeator quick results. Easily and
cheaply made.

The prompt and positive action of this
simple,-inexpensiv-

e home-mad- e remedytn quickly healing the inflamed or swollen
membranes of the throat, chest or bron-
chial tubes and breaking up tight
coughs, has caused ft to be used in more
homes than any other cough remedy.Under its healing, soothing influence,chest soreness goes, phlegm loosens,
breathing becomes easier, tidkling inthroat stops andvou get a good night'srestful Bleep. The usual throat andchest colds are conquered bv it in 24hours or less. Nothing better for bron-
chitis, hoarseness, croup, whooping
cough, bronchial asthma or winter
coughs.

To make this splendid cough syrup,pour 2 V - ounces of Pinex (60 cents
worth), into a pint bottle and fill tho
bottle with plain granulated sugar svrupand shake thoroughly. You then have
a, full pint a family supply of a much
better cough syrup thanyou could buy
ready-mad- e for $2.50. Keeps perfectlyand children love its pleasant taste.

Pines is a special and highly concen-
trated compound of genuine Norway
pine extract, and is knpwn the world
over for its promptness,' ease and cer-
tainty in overcoming stubborn coughsand chest colds.

To avoid disappointment ask your
rSK5?t'',0F "2'-- ounc of Plnex" with

directions, and don't accept any-
thing else. Guaranteed to give absolute
tatisfaetion or monev promptly refunded
Lfce I'mcx Co., la, Wayne. Ind.

necessary or desirable, possession, control, or operation may be taken of
all or any part of such street railway systems, including subways and tun-

nels and by subsequent order and proclamation possession, control and oper
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ation In whole or in part may also be
If any part of the railroad systems or
and control of which are hereby assumed.

"The Director shall, as soon as may
session and- control, enter upon negotiations with the several companies
looking to agreements for just and reasonable compensation for the pos-

session, use and control of the respective properties on the basis of an an-

nual guaranteed compensation above accruing depreciation and the main-
tenance of their properties, equivalent, as nearly as may be, to the average
of the net operating income thereof for the three-ye- ar period ending June
30, 1917 the results of such negotiations to he reported to me lor such ac-

tion as may be appropriate and lawful.
RIGHTS OF STOCKHOIiDERS CONSERVED

"But nothing herein contained, expressed or implied, or hereafter done
or suffered hereunder shall be deemed in any way to impair the rights of
the stockholders, bondholders, creditors

tribe of Red Men scheduled for Mon-
day, Dec. 24 was postponed until Mon
day, Dec. 31. At next Monday's meet
ing the annual election of officers will
take place. An entertainment and so-

cial session will follow.
Ill with Grippe

Mrs. Warren Hastings of Elm street
is confined to her home suffering from
an attack of the grippe. Mrs. Hast-
ings has been one of the leading work
ers in the Red Cross drive but was
forced to discontinue her activities ih.
that line because of her present Ill-
ness.

Personals
Miss Gladys Merrill is spending the

Christmas holidays with her parents.
Miss Merrill is a student at Drexel
College, Philadelphia,

Miss Dorothy Peck a student at
Wellesley college will spend the week
with her parents Mr. and Mrs. Elliott
W. Peck Longbrook avenue.

Soldiers Return to Camp
Capt. Howard W. Curtis and Private

Wayne Austin, James Andrews, Clar
ence Jagoe, Joseph Boehmer and Fred
Aufford have returned to camp after
a few days visit with their parents in
Stratford.

Mrs. Haven Convalescing
Friends of Mrs. Philo Haven, of

Academy Hill, of Stratford will be
pleased to learn that she is conval
escing from her recent illness. Mrs.
Havens will be able to be about in a
few weeks.

Return to Newport
Alfred Mills and Everett Brown

who are stationed at Newport Naval
base returned yesterday after enjoy-
ing a few days visit with their parents
on Housatonic avenue.

CORTEZ C. ROCKWEIJj, plumbing
and heating; jobbing a specialty. S051
Main and Hillside avenue. Phone
Stratford 114-- 2 or 114-- 3. BlO'tf
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STOCK MARKET J
New York, Dec 27 Opening The

widespread approval of the govern-
ment's proposed action in taking over
the railroads and allied properties of
the country found reflection in a buoy-
ant advance of prices at the active
opening of today's stock market. The
shorts were almost panicstricken in
the rush to cover contracts, some of
which were made as recently as yes-
terday.

Included among the more substan-
tial advances of the first half hour
were Baltimore & Ohio, which rose 17
points; Delaware & Hulson, 14; St.
Paul, 12 1-- 2; Atchison, 10; Atlantic
Coast Line, 9 2; Northern Pacific,
9; Norfolk & Western, 8 2; Union
and Southern Pacific, 8 each; New
York Central, 7 2; Louisville &
Nashville, 6 2; Lackawanna and
Chesapeake & Ohio, 6 each; Canadian
Pacific and Soo, 4 each, and others 2
to 3 points.

Industrials, coppers, shippings and
an unusual array of specialties rose
two to four points, the movement be-

ing the 'broadest and most extensive
since the middle of the year.

There was considerable profit tak-
ing on the early rise, with consequent
recession of two to five points. St.
Paul preferred, which rose almost 18
points in the early dealings, reacted
10 points.

Noon. Short covering continued but
further selling for profits was a part
offset. Early reactions of 3 to 10

points were followed) toy fresh absorp-
tions which lifted some stocks, nota-
bly Great Northern. Canadian Pacific
and Rock Island, coalers and Texas
Co. above early high prices. Indus-
trials also strengthened, especially the
war group. Trading diminished in
the second hour, the market going-throug-

the process of assimilation,
but at noon activity was renewed at
or near highest Jevels. Bonds of mi-
nor railroads profited two to four
points toy the rise in stocks. Liberty
4s sold at 97 to 96.96 anldl the 3 l-- at
9S.48 to 98.46.

DE CAMP DIVORCE.

Harriet Brownell De Camp of this
city filed suit for a divorce from Al-la-

Walter De Camp, now of parts
unknown, alleging desertion since
December 18, .1914. They were mar-
ried in New York, July 11, 1906, and
have two children, Elsie, 9 years old,
and Marjorie, 6 years old, of whom
the mother wishes the custody.

itGOOD-BY- E, DEAR

in said systems of transportation or in the profits thereor, to receive just
and adequate compensation for the use and control and operation of their
property hereby assumed.

"Regular dividends hitherto declared, and maturing interest upon bonds,
debentures and other obligations, may be paid in due course, and such
regular dividends and interest may continue to be paid until and unless the
said Director shall from time to time otherwise by general or special orders
determine; and, subject to the approval of the Director, the various car-
riers may agree upon and arrange for the renewal and extension of matur-
ing obligations.

"Except with the prior written assent of said Director, no attachment
by mesne process or on execution shall be levied on or against any of the
property used by any of said transportation systems in the conduct of their
business as common carriers, but suits may be brought by and against, said
carriers and judgments rendered as hitherto until and except so far as said
Director may, by general or special orders, otherwise determine.

"From and after 12 o'clock; on said, 28th day of December, 1917, all
transportation systems included in this order and proclamation shall conclu-
sively be deemed within the possession and control of said Director without
further act or notice. But for the purpose of accounting, said possession
and control shall date from 12 o'clock midnight on Dec. 31, 1917.

"In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal
of the United States to be affixed.

"Done by the President, through Newton D. Baker, Secretary of War, in

companies or systems.

relinquished to the owners thereof
rail and water systems, possession

be after having assumed such pos

and other persons having interests

day of December, in the year of Our

the service and whose authority as
Secretary of the Treasury will enable
him to as no other man
could the many financial interests
which will be involved and which
might, unless systematically directed,
Buffer very embarrassing entangle
ments.

"The Government of the United
States is the only great government
now engaged in the war which has
not already assumed control of this
sort. It was' thought to be in the
spirit of American institutions to at-

tempt to do everything that was
necessary through private manage
ment, and if zeal and ability and pat
riotic motive could have accomplished
the necessary unification of adminis-
tration, it would certainly have beeft
accomplished, but no zeal or ability
could overcome insuperable obstacles.
and I .have deemed it my duty to
recognize that fact In all candor now
that it is demonstrated and to use
without reserve the great authority
reposed in me. A great national ne-

cessity dictated the action, and I was
therefore not at liberty to abstain
from it.

"WOODROW WILSON."

Gen. Tasker H. Blfss, chief of staff,
will be retained after he reaches the
age of retirement next Monday.

the District of Columbia, this 26th

"Don't worry about the coaL

The Perfection Heater keeps me
warm wherever I am. I can

carry it to any room, so that I'm
always comfortable.''

With coal at present prices, the
Perfection is a greater saving than
ever before.

A gallon of fuel gives warm,
cheering heat for eight hours.

The new No. 500 Perfection
Heater Wick comes trimmed and
burned off all ready for use.
Makes re-wick-ing easy.

Use So-CO-- Kerosene to ob

Lrd one thousand nine hundred and seventeen, and of independence of the
United States the one hundred and forty-second- ."

tain best results.

assured that their rights and inter-
ests will be as scrupulously looked af-

ter by the government as they could
be by the directors of the several
railway systems.

"Immediately upon the reassem-
bling of Congress I shall recommend
that these definite guarantees be giv-
en. First, of course, that the railway
properties will be maintained during
the period of Federal control in as
good, repair and as complete equip-
ment as when taken over by the gov-
ernment, and, second, that the roads
shall receive a net operating income
equal in each case to the average net
income of the three years preceding
June 30, 1917; and I am, entirely con-
fident that the Congress will be dis-

posed in this case, as in others, fa
see that justice is done and full se-

curity assured to the owners and
creditors of the great systems which
the government must now use under
Its own direction or else suffer serious
embarrassment.

Under HcAdoo's Direction.
"The Secretary of War and I are

agreed that, all the droumstances
being taken into consideration, the
best results can be obtained under the
Immediate executive direction of the
Hon. William G. McAdoo, whose prac-
tical experience peculiarly fits him for
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