
fm 71 171 71VOIC n 0 Hi Hi DOM.
VOLUME IX. BRANDON, THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 1848. NUMBER 43.

said that, the power being unlimited, ConVOICE OF FREEDOM.
PL HLI3HED WEEKLY AT BRANDON, VT.

JEDEDIAII HOLCORIB,
EDITOR. AND PUBLISHER.

SPEECH

Of Mr. Upham, of Vermont,
ON THE TEN BEG1MEXT BILL AND THE

MEXICAN WAlt.

Delivered in the Senate of the U. S., February 15, IMS.

Mr. President : I do not know, sir, that I
shall be able, in the humble part I am about

ator does not intentionally mistake my views;
but I will repeat, that all along I have depre-
cated tho absorption of the whole of Mexico ;

but, as tho Senator from Mississippi has cor-

rectly said, I added, that if forced upon us,
we must make the most of it. At the time
when the honorable Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) introduced his reso-
lutions, I stated distinctly, that if Mexico
protracted this war, the public opinion of the
country might manifest a desire for tho an-

nexation of the whole of that country. But I
never expressed any opinion in favor of such
a result ; but, on the contrary, deprecated it
as a thing to bo feared and avoided.

Mr. Upham. The position, then, that the
Senator has assumed is, that such might be
the condition of things, such might be tho

steps to bo taken to vindicate the rights and
maintain the honor of the country ? No, sir !

The first announcement to the country of the
existence of tho war was by Executive mes-
sage. How, sir, I ask, could war cxiit be-
tween a lbrcign Government and tho United
States without the knowledge and consent of
the war-maki- power V Had the President
any authority to declare war V No, sir, that

is vested, exclusively, in Congress,
Fower can there be any analogy between
the two wars that of 1812 having been de-

clared according to the form of tho Constitu-
tion, while tho present war was waged by the
Executive in open violation of tho Constitu-
tion ? But the Senator says tho war of 1 81 2

met with violent opposition from tho pulpit
and the press, and ho has given us specimens

tonio, and Churubusco, with 8,497 men, ho
defeated a Mexican force of 32,000. And
with 7,190 men, ho entered and took the
city of Mexico, defended by an army of
35,000 Mexicans. Now, sir, it seems to me
that, after these brilliant victories, with a
force 25,000 less than we can now put into
tho field, tho forco proposed by this bill ia
unnecessary. But, sir, what says General
Scott, in his despatch of the 18th' of Septem-
ber, 1847 ? lie says, that with the force
route and 4,000 more, soon to follow, he CHn
hold tho city of Mexico with a garrison of
7,500 men, against any attack external, or
combined with an internal insurrection, and
havo an umplo surplus force to occupy Puc-bl- a,

Perote, Jalapa, tho National Bridge, tie
Paso de Obijos, Santa Fe, and Vera Cruz ;

and, as a modification of this plan, he says
that, with a total of 30,000 men, the principal
mining districts of tho country may also bo
occupied, and a secure transit given to gold
and silver bullion which, paying the customa-
ry duties, would cover a considerable part of
the expenses of occupation But this is not

gross might keep largo armies constantly on
loot, and tlius exhaust tho resources of the
country ; and that we might be compelled to
live under a government of military force.
lo these suggestions it was replied, Hint the
power was necessury, and that to bo of any
value, it must bo unlimited ; that tho power
was exclusively confined to the legislative
bodv, to the representatives of tho States, and
lo tiio people of tho States, and that it would
bo safe in their hands; that tho power was
necessary, because we were surrounded by
tho colonies and dependencies of powerful
foreign governments, whoso maritime powers
might furnish them with the means of annoy-
ance, and mischief, and invasion ; that it
was necessary to protect our frontiers against
the Indians, and to man our forts and garri
sons in different parts of the country. Here,
sir, you have the reasons for which the power
"to raise and support armies" .was deemed
necessary. The conquest of foreign States
and provinces was never dreamt of by the
frnmers of the Constitution. But tho wisdom
of the past, with tho " progressive democra-
cy " of the present day, is lolly ; and, indeed,
so rapid has been the advancement beyond
that democracy, which prevail-
ed in the better days of the republic, that
calls have been actually made for conventions
of the people to reconstruct the government.
To carry out these splendid schemes of na-

tional aggrandizement, it has been found ne-

cessary to wage war against tho freedom of
speech and the press ; a war infinitely more
dangerous to the liberties of the people than
a war of conquest. Tho message of Decem
ber, 1816, contains the declaration of war
against free discussion, and I beg leavo to
read it :

" The war has been, (says the President,)
represented as unjust and unnecessary, and
one of aggression, on our part, upon a weak
and injured enemy. Such erroneous views,
though entertained by a few, havo been
widely circulated not only at home, but havo
been spread throughout Mexico and the whole
world. A more effectual means could not
have been devised to encourage tho enemv
and protract the war than to advocate and ad
here to their cause, und thus give them aid and
comfort."

Here, sir, is a bold, and I was about to say--

shameless attempt, on the part of the Execu
tive, to stifle all inquiry into the origin, ne-
cessity, justice, aud purposes of this war.
All who dare call in question tho power of the
President to wage war, and to prosecute it
for the purposes of conquest and plunder, are
denounced as traitors to their country. And
all who doubt the necessity of the war and
think it could, and should, have been avoided,
are held up as adhering to, and advocating
the cause of the enemy. These, denuncia-
tions, sir, coining from that high source,
should not be suffered to pass unnoticed and
uncondemned. 1 he trainers ot the Constitu-
tion, regarding free discussion as the great
safeguard of liberty, declared, in the first ar-

ticles of amendments, that " Congress shall
make no law abridging the freedom of speech
or of the press." This right of free discussion
belongs to the people, and no power on earth
should be permitted to abridge or impair it.
It is the great power that overturns despot-
isms and builds up republics it shakes tyrants
from llicir thrones and confers the blessings
of liberty upon millions of our race it kin-

dled the fire of our own revolution and made
us a free and independent nation and it is
the best security we can have for the preser-
vation of our liberties. It was Sheridan, I
believe, who, in speaking in the House of
Commons on the power of tho press to avert
the encroachments of the Ministry, exclaimed
in one of his lofties strains of eloquence :

" Give them a corrupt House of Lords ;

ive them a venal House of Commons; give
them a tyrannical Prince ; give them a truck-
ling Court ; and let me but have an unfetter-
ed press, and I will defy them to encroach a
hair's breadth upon the liberties of England."

If the freedom of the press were so essential
to the protection of British liberty, it must
be regarded as infinitely more important to
the security of a Government like ours,
founded upon and deriving its support from
cnlightended public opinion. But, to pass
on : gentlemen have searched for precedents
for this war, und tho Senator from Illinois
imagines that ho has discovered one in the
war of 1812. "That war," he says, "was
declared in tho same form and almost in the
same language as the present." Sir, did
President Madison announce to tho country
that war existed between the United States
and Great Britain? Or did he inform Con-
gress that long-existin- difficulties between
the two countries remained unsettled ? that
he had exhausted all his power in making
pacific efforts ; and that he was unable to
bring the controversy to a close ; and that it
was 1'or Congress to decide whether or not
an appeal to arms should bo made in order
to vindicate our honor and sustain our rights?
Hear his language :

" We behold, in fine, on the side of Great
Britain, a state of war against the United
States ; and on the sido of the United Stutcs,
a stato of peace towards Great Britain.
Whether the United States shall continue
passive under these progressive usurpations
and these accumulating wrongs ; or, opposing
force to force in detenco of their national
rights, shall commit our just cause into the
hands of the Almighty disposer of events,
avoiding all connexions which might entangle
it in the contest or views of other Powers,
and preserving a constant readiness to concur
in an honnrable establishment of peace and
friendship, is a solemn question, which tho
Constitution wisely confides to tho legislative
department of the Government. In recom-

mending it to their early deliberations, I am
happy in tho assurance that tho decision will
be worthy the enlightened and patriotic
councils of a virtuous, a free, and a powerful
nation."

Upon this message Congress announced to
tho country, by its legislative act, that a state
of war existed between the two Governments.
How was it with tho existing war ? What
was the character of tho message received
1 1th May, 1846 ? Did it set forth the wrongs
perpetrated by Mexico ; that tho President
had exerted all the powers conferred on him
by the Constitution to effect a pacific adjust-
ment without success ; and that it was a ques-
tion for Congress to decide upon the further
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Iii the cold silent grave

A youthful form is lying,

O'er her wild flowers sweetly wave,

And gentle, winds are sighing :

A being fair and pure,
Of brLhter regions telling,

Hath left this world unsure,
For a more abiding dwelling;

And far, far above

This world of pain and sorrow,

In regions fraught with love,

Where grief comes not with the morrow ;

In realms of endless light
Where friends are parted never,

Where naught our hopes can blight,

Sho has gone to dwell forever.

' Tis well sho passed away
While youth and hope were blooming;

Ere she saw her joys decay,

Or clouds the future glooming.

Wo know she is happy now,
And will happy be forever,

That heart may feel the pangs of wo,
Never, Oh, never.

Castlctoii, Vt.

A singular case of breach of promise
was tried this week in our Court of Common
Picas. An action was brought by a young
gintleman against the lady tor damages a
ino.it uugallaut aut, had not the circumstances
been ot a peculiar character. The parties
both resided at Bellows Fulls, in Vermont,
when the engagement (of some time standing)
was entered into; and ample evidence of it
was presented to the jury. The parents and
friends of the lady were opposed to the
match ; but lovo reigned triumphant in the
bosoms of the parties and fed upon the oppo-
sition, until, as it appeared, an acquaintance
nf the lady's connections a " Coelebs in
search of a wife," from New York, made Lis

appearance in that quiet village, and love to
the lady. The representative of the upper
and lower ten thousands of the Empire city,
bv his blandishments, soon produced a lett-

ering in the " dove cote '' the country
swain was discarded and the lady was " off
with the old love and on with the new."
She married the man of her second choice
(not an uncommon thing, we apprehend, ex-

cept in novels) and the parties started for
the city. They were arrested both in Ver-

mont and this State, on the suit of the disap-

pointed and discarded lover. The jury gave
a verdict against the lady and her husband
of $1000 damages; as from the testimony it
was made quite evident that the successful
suitor was well aware of the previous en-

gagement. The jury doubtless looked upon
it as a decided case ot trespass, and there-
fore the verdict. The plaintiff touches the
SI 000 as the only ' unction " for his wounds
which the law can give him ; but there is
consolation for this loss. There arc more
flowers by the way-sid- e. N.1I. Sent. SQlh ult.

The Railroad. The Engineer, we un-

derstand, commenced this week laying the
rails between Troy and this town. The dis-

tance nine miles. The expectation is that
the road will bo opened, previous to the an-

nual meeting in May. The importance of
opening the road through next fall, and the
large sums invested beyond hero should in-

duce the Directors to use every means at
their command that the road may bo open-
ed early in the fall, and wo presume it is

their intention to do it N.lI.Sent. 30th ult.

Sagacity of a Dog. A circumstance
occurred in this town a few davs ago, which
illustrates the sagacity, we had almost said
tho humanity of the canine race, A mau on
Lis way homo from the village, found him-
self unable to proceed, and fell down in the
road, where he would have perished before
morning if a dog (not his own) had not dis-

coverer! him. The animal, on finding him,
went to a neighboring houso and succeeded
by his peculiar behavior in inducing some
person to follow him and give relief to the
unfortunate man. Blackslone Chronicle.

" Halloa thcro, what's your hurry ?" " I'm
running for an office 1" " What office ?"
" Why, a lawyer's office. Blast it, I'm sued !"

to take in this debate, to impart any th.ng of
interest or freshness to the subject, or to
bring any new contribution of facts to bear
upon the questions I propose to discuss.
Almost every topic connected with, or grow-
ing out of the existing war with Mexico, has
been alluded to and ably commented upon by
honorable senators, who have preceded mo
on this floor, lint, sir, exhausted as the sub
ject is, I cannot content myself with a silent

ote on the question.
Believing, as I do, that under existing laws.

our force in Mexico has been increased to
nearly sixty-fiv- e thousand men, and that the
more vigorous prosecution of the war for the
purposes now avowed, would be dishonorable
to the country, I shall be compelled to record
my vote against this bill. But, I shall do it.
sir, with no view to embarrass the Executive
in his efforts for an honorable peace ; but to
prevent the forcible dismemberment ofa weak,
distracted sister republic, and to preserve un- -

rarnisneu me rair tame ot the country, which
I prize infinitely higher than any territorial
acquisitions we can maice, or any glory we
can win, by the success of our arms. The
honorable Chairman of the Committee on
Military Affairs, in his eloquent remarks the
other day, in support of this bill, expressed a
desire that it might pass without opposition,
ana tuat the uiscussion, winch he was aware
would arise upon the war policy of the Ad-
ministration, and which he had no desire to
avoid, might be had upon some other meas-
ure, hereafter to come before the Senate.
This bill, he thought, was safe and common
ground, upon which we could all meet and
act together. Sir, sate as the honorable Sen-
ator may think the ground to be on which he
stands, I cannot occupy it with him, because,
in my judgment, it is dangerous ground.

This bill is the first of a series of measures,
which, if carried out to the full extent of Ex-
ecutive recommendation, must bring our free
institutions into great peril, and, I fear in the
end, overthrow them. The recommended
increase of the army, from sixty-fiv- e thousand
to nearly ninety-liv- e thousand men, to be
engaged in the conquest of foreign States and
provinces, is a proposition too startling for
me to support. Here, sir, I must pause, and
here I must stand nntil I am well convinced
that this measure is necessary to vindicate
the rights and maintain the honor of the
country.

I ho cry is onward; and onward, at all
hazards, the Administration seems determin
ed to go until the whole Mexican republic
falls beneath our conquering arms. Wo
preach the doctrine of in
the affairs of other nations, and still raise ar-
mies to invade and conquer a neighboring
republic. We proclaim the great principle of

and the right of every peo-
ple to form their own institutions, and at the
same time wo send our conquering armies to
force upon a distant and reluctant people,
forms of government which they have no
capacity to maintain, and to which they are
utterly opposed. We condemn the dismem-
berment of Saxony, the annexation of the
republic of Genoa to the kingdom of Sardin
ia, and the absorption of Venice by Austria,
and still we go on with tho work of dismem-
berment and annexation ourselves. We de-

nounce Russia, Prussia, and Austria, for the
dismemberment of Poland, and at the same
time wo are attempting to dismember a sis-

ter republic ; and if she refuses to submit to
our demands, the absorption of her whole
territory, the honorable Chairman of the Com-

mittee on Military Affairs says, may be the
penalty she will be compelled to pay for her
obstinacy.

Mexico, sir, is in our power she lies quiv-
ering and bleeding at our feet wo can des-

troy her nationality and blot her name from
the map of nations but such an act of injus-
tice, violence, and outrage would bring down
upon our heads the just indignation of all
Christendom, and brand us as a nation of
robbers.

Mr. Foote. I am quite sure that the
Senator has no desire to misrepresent any
Senator on this side of the chamber. Cer-
tainly he has not heard either the Chairman
of the Committee on Military Affairs, or any
other Senator on this side, give expression to
tho opinion that it might become politic to
absorb the whole of Mexico. The absorption
of Mexico has been uniformly spoken of by
us as a thing to be deprecated, but from whic'i,
it torced upon us, we were to educe all the
good that was possible.

Mr. Upham. I have no desire to misrep-
resent any Senator, but I understood the
honorable Chairman of the Coiiiinitlee on
Military Affairs, in alluding to this subject,
to say that it might be necessary, in order to
bring the war to an honorable close, to absorb
tho whole of Mexico. However, I have his
remarks before me, and I will read them. In
the debate on the instructions to Gen. Scott
to occupy the republic of Mexico, the Sena-t- o

said :

" I repeat what I before said, that the long-
er Mexico continues her obstinate rejection
of reasonable indemnity, und the greater the
exertion sho compels us to make, the greater
will be our demands and the heavier her loss-

es. What we would have accepted last year,
or even at the commencement of tho present
campaign, we may well refuse now ; and
what we would accept now, we may well re
fuse after a few months. And how much the
public sentiment of this country may demand
a year or two years hence, if tho war contin-
ues so long, I do not pretend to predict. We
may have to make the great experiment so
dreaded by the Senator from South Carolina
and tho Senator from Kentucky, and annex
the domains of Mexico to our own. This is
the penalty which national injustico has often
beon compelled to pay, and which Mexico
may bo prepuring for herself.

Mr. Cass. I havo again and again been
called upon to stato tho purport of tho re-
marks to which the honotablo Senator alludes,
and I do hope that it will not bo necessary
to enter into any explanation with regard to
them hereafter. I am confident that the Son- -

obstinacy of Mexico in refusing to yield to
our demands, that we might be compelled to
prosecute the war to such an extremity as
would lead to the destruction of her nation
ality, and the absorption of her whole terri-
tory by the United States. And, sir, not-
withstanding this result is deprecated, and, I
have no doubt, sincerely, still, in my humble
judgment, the tendency of the measures re
commended by tlio l'rcsident, it carried out
to the tuli extent, must inevitably result in
the absorption of the whole country ; and I
think I can see in tho signs of the times
enough to alarm the country in reference to
this subject. Such a policy lias been more
than dimly shadowed forth in the resolutions
introduced by the honorable Senutors from
New York and Indiana. Tho former sug-

gested to tho country tho propriety and ex
pediency of strengthening our commercial
relations by the annexation of contiguous
territory. Tho latter avowed the constitu
tional power and authority of our government
to hold and govern Mexico as a dependent
province. Sir, I have seen it avowed in the
proceedings of public meetings, ifl the
speeches of our military officers who have won
glorv and renown upon the battle-field- s of
Mexico, and who have returned because there
are no more laurels to be gained, and have
undertaken to indoctrinate the people of this
nation that it is our duty or destiny to carry
into Mexico our free institutions, and that
this war ought to be prosecuted until her
government is overthrown, and a more libe- -

ral government established, to bo sustained
by the power of our arms. Wrhat ! Are we,
then, to become a nation of propagandists ?

W hy, sir, some gentlemen have gone so lar as
to denounce every man who raises his voice
against the prosecution of a war, for the pur-
pose of forcing upon Mexico a government
of which she does not approve, as traitors to
their country ! Such is the sentiment ex-

pressed in the speech of Colonel Morgan
which I have beiorp me.

" As Christians," says ho, " wo arc bound
to protect the Mexicans from the bad inten-
tions of their rulers." "And," he adds, "all
who will advocate tho withholding of supplies,
or withdrawing our armies, disguise then
sentiments however they may, under what-

ever artful plea they choose, arc traitors at
heart.

Yes, sir, even" man, every citizen, even- -

member of Congress who believes it to be
his duty to raise his voice against the further
prosecution ot the war, tor the purpose now
avowed by the Administration, is denounced
by this orator as a " traitor at heart," and
unworthy of the confidence of the people. I
also have in my possession a speech of Cap
tain btockton advocating the same principle,
that tho army shall not be withdrawn until
the overthrow of the Mexican Government
and the establishment of a government there
upon liberal principles, be accomplished.
He holds the following language :

" I would insist, if the war were to bo pro
longed for fifty years and cost money enough
to demand trom each ot you halt ot all you
possess, I would insist that the blessings of
civil and religious liberty should be guaran
teed to Mexico.

I believe that the sentiments advanced by
Colonel Morgan and Captain Stockton, so far
from meeting with disapprobation on the oc-

casions on which they were expressed, elicit-
ed the most unequivocal marks of favor.
Those gentlemen, indeed, seem to have been
preparing the minds of the people for the
unqualified admission of the doctrine, that it
is the duty of the Government to extend itself
over the whole American continent. At the
supper given to Colonel Morgan, tho follow
ing toasts were rcceiveu witn mo greatest en-

thusiasm :

" The destiny of the United Slates Govern-

ment To overshadow the whole of North
America ; therefore wo may as well begin
with Mexico."

" The American Continent An Almighty
hand has rolled the barrier of seas around it,
to make it as one republic.

" No pent-u- p Utica contracts our powers,
But tho wholo boundless continent is ours."

" The Isthmus of Panama The next
in the extension of freedom's area."

Now, sir, these significant indications strong
ly impress upon my mind the conviction,
however much tho result may be deprecated,
that great efforts are making to convince the
people, that it is the destiny of our Govern
ment to extend its jurisdiction over the en
tire continent. An ocean-boun- d republic is
spoken of with apparent seriousness. Let it
not be said that these indications aro to be
lightly regarded. They proclaim, in language
not to be mistaken, the interpretation which
masses of the people havo put upon the poli-
cy which tho Government seems to have
adopted. And, sir, if this perilous career of
conquest on which we have entered, is not to
bo arrested till our arms shall have subjugat-
ed the whole American continent, it is surely
time that tho country understood it. It is
time that tho voice of warning should arouse
tho people to a full sense of tho impending
danger.

Our Government was not constructed with
a view to wars of aggression and conquest.
The armies contemplated by the Constitution
are armies of defence, and not of aggression

armies to defend our own territory, not to
invade tho territories of other nations. The
unlimited power to raise and support armies,
conferred upon Congress by tho Constitution,
was looked upon with great jealousy by tho
people. It was assailed in the Stato conven-

tions, and elsewhere, with great zeal and per-

tinacity, as dangerous to liberty, und sub-

versive of the Slate governments. It was

of the fulniinations of the one, und the rant- -

mgs oi tho other. I or what purpose were
these extracts read? Were they designed
to instruct Senators in the discharge of their
functions, or were they intended to operate
on public opinion to excite prejudices in the
minds of tlio people, against all who lelt it
to be their duty to oppose tho policy recom
mended by tho administration, for the further
prosecution ot this war, with a view to the
dismemberment of a sister republic V If this
war cannot be sustained upon its merits if
it bo necessary to sustain tho policy of its
further prosecution bv such a course of argu
ment as that adopted by the Senator from Il-

linois, I think the sooner it is brought to a
close, the better it will be for all concerned.
Most of the opposition to the. war of 1812
grew out of the particular policy recommend-
ed for its prosecution. An increase of the
army had been recommended for the invasion
of Canada, and it was objected that the war
ought to be a maratinio war ; that wo should
build up a navy, man it, and prepare our
selves to meet the enemy upon tho ocean,
where the injuries had been received, which
we had armed ourselves to redress. Whoever
looks ut the debates upon appropriation bills
for the support of the war of 1812, will find
that most of the opposition was based upon
the ground that the naval power should be
augmented to meet the enemy on tho ocean,
instead of increasing the army for the inva
sion of Canada. But to pass to another point.
I stated in the outset that, under existing
laws, our force in Mexico could be increased
to nearly 65,000 men. Now, sir, is this true '
The honorable Senator from Mississippi, the
other day, said that he did not so understand
it. To settle this question I will re!cr to the
report of the Secretary of War.

He says the twenty-fiv- e regiments of the
regular arm-- , as distinguished from volunteer
force, when filled to the limit fixed by lav.--,

would bo 28,811, exclusive of officers ; but
the actual strength he says, is now about 21,-53-

it will, therefore, require 7,381 enlisted
met: to complete the regular military estab-
lishment. There arc now in the service, en-

gaged for the war, says tho Secretary, twenty-thre- e

regiments of volunteers, seven battal-
ions, and thirty-thre- e companies nonorgan-
ized into regiments or battalions ; but the
rank and file of all those, the Secretary
thinks, do not exceed 20,000 men ; and that
to gi'e those serving fo- - the war their com-

plete organization, will require an addition
of about 12,500 men.

The force in Mexico at this time, including
the regiments from Michigan, and the two
battalions now on tho way, is 45,700. In ad-

dition to this number, the Executive, under
existing laws, has tho power to enlist up-
wards of 7,000 regulars, and to call into the
field 12,500 volunteers, to serve during the
war making in ail G5.200 men. If the
5,000 seamen and marines, also engaged in the
war, be added, wo then have a numerical
force naval and military of 70,200 men.
If we add to this force the troops proposed
by this bill, 10,000 regulars, we shall have an
army in Mexico of upwards of 80,000 ; and
if the volunteer bill pass, we shall have a force
of upwards of 100,000; and that, too, after
the country has been virtually conquered by
less than one-four- of that number.

Sir, I can see no necessity for tho force
contemplated by this bill. When the regi-
ments of the line, and the volunteer regiments,
are filled up, we shall have a force amply suf-
ficient to prosecute the war " with increased
energy and power, in the vital parts of the
enemy's country" and this is all tho Presi-

dent desires
Tho Secretary of War says :

" Our further operations in Mexico must
be conducted in one of the three following
modes. First, to take and hold un indemni-
ty line ; to recede from all places and positions
now occupied in advance of it, and cease
from all aggressive operations beyond that
line. Second, to overrun the whole country,
and hold all the principal places in it by per-
manent garrisons ; and, third, to retain what,
we now possess, open lines of communication
into the interior, and extend our operations
to other important places, as our means and
tho prospect of advantages shall indicate,
keeping a disposable force always ready,
within approachable limits, to annoy the ene-
my, to seize supplies, enforce contributions,
and frustrato his efforts to collect means and
assemble troops for the purpose of protracting
tho war."

Tho Secretary, after discussing the compar-
ative merits of these modes of conducting the
the war, conies to the conclusion that tho
third mode is preferable, and adopts it. Now,
sir, what force is necessary to carry it out?
I have examined this question with some
care, and I cannot resist tho conclusion that
the force now authorized by law is sufficient.
This conviction has been forced upon my
mind by the success which has hitherto at-

tended our arms, and by tho despatch of Gen.
Scott, under date of September 18th, 1847.
General Taylor, at tho battle of Palo Alto,
with a force of 2,300, defeated a Mexican
army of 0,000. At Kesaca do la Pulma, with
a force of only 1,700, he defeated 6,500 Mex-

icans. At Monterey, with 0,645 men, ho

stormed and took the strong fortresses of tho
city, and compelled the surrender cf tf. Mexi-

can army of 10,000 strong. And at Buena
Vista, with 4,759 regulars and volunteers, ho

defeated Santa Anna at tho head of 20,000
well armed Mexicans. General Scott, at the
head of 11,000 men, compelled the surrender
of Vera Cruz and tlio strong castlo by which
it was defended. At Cerro Gordo, with an
army of 8,500, he met and defeated a Mexi-

can army of 12,500. At Contreras, San An

all, sir. General Scott further suggesls that
to augment tho army to 50,000, would enable
it to occupy all the slate capitals and princi-
pal cities to drive the guerrillas and robbing
parties from tlio great highways of trade to
seize into our hands all the revenues of tho
country, and to keep the Central Govern-
ment in constant motion and idarm until con-
strained to sue for peace. Does the President
desire to accomplish more than General
Scott says can be accomplished by a force of
30,000 ?' If he does, what is it ? Is it to an-
nihilate the sovereignty of Mexico and make
her a dependent province of tho United
States ? Such a purpose has been denied by
his friends on this floor. What then can bo
desired from the passage of thi3 bill but the
patronage it will confer upon the President?
It will give him tin opportunity to appoint
five or six hundred officers, to be engaged in
recruiting soldiers for the next Presidential
campaign. Tho measure is not wanted for
an increase of soldiers in Mexico, but for an
increase of officers at homo. The rank and
file of the army can be increased 20,000 with-
out this bill, but there can be no increase of"

officers unless it passes. Fill up the regular
and volunteer regiments now in the field, an.,
after that is done, if more men are npcpssary
for the prosecution of the war, ask for thi ci,
and, I presume they will be granted.

But, sir, I will leave this branch of the sub
ject, and pass on, to show that the charade:
and objects ot tho war have changed; met
that its further prosecution, for the purple
now avowed, would be dishonorable to t'u;
country.

When Texas was annexed to the Uni
States, its western boundary was left an .i 'i;
question, to bo settled by negotiation ;,

the Mexican Government and outs. 1
in his messagu of Amy 11th, Is--- '. 6',

informed Congress that a strong uesne lo
regulate and adjust our boundary and ether
causes of difference with Mexico, on fair and
equitable principles, induced him, in Septem-
ber, 1815, to seek the of diplomat-
ic regulations between the two countries ;

that the Mexican Government, in Oetoler
following, agreed to receive a minister fn ni
the United States invested with full powers
to settle and adjust all matters in difl'erencu
between the two governments ; that an envoy
from the United States repaired to Mexico,
with full powers to adjust every existing dif-
ference ; and that the Mexican Government
had not only refused to receive him, or listen
to his propositions, but, after a long continued
series of menaces, had invaded our territory,
and shed tho blood of our fellow-citize- on
our own soil. This message was accompanied
by about ono hundred and fifty pages of man-
uscript documents. The usual motion to
print the documents was made, but it was
voted down by Senators on the other side of
tho chamber. A call for the reading was
then made, but that also was refused, and tho
bill of the 13th May, 1846, was passed by a
vote of forty yeas to two nays. The unanlni-t- y

with which this bill was passed, has been
frequently referred to, as evidence to show
that Congress was almost unanimous of the
opinion that Mexico commenced tho war.
Tho President, in his last annual message, re-

ferred to it for that purpose. He says, in
substance, that Congress, by tho act of the
13th May, 1846, dechred, with great una-
nimity, that "by the act of the republic of
Mexico, a stato of war exists between that
Government and the United States, there be-

ing but two negative votes in the Senate and
fourteen in the House of Representatives."
Now, sir, I propose to present to the Senate
and tho country all the factj connected with
the passage of that bill. The bill originated
in the House of Representatives. On the 27th
of January, 1816, Mr. Haralson, from tho
committee on Military Affaiis, reported a bill
to authorize tho President of the. United
States, under certain circumstances (herein
mentioned, to accept the services of volun-
teers, and for other purposes. On the 1 1 tlx

of May, Mr. Brinkerhoff moved to amend
tho bill by inserting a new section with a
preamble, in the words following : " whereas,
by the act of the republic of Mexico, a stale
of war exists between that Gotcriimcut and
the United States" The amendment was
carried by a vote of 123 yeas to 67 najs;
and, on the same day, the bill passed the
House by a vote of 1 74 to 14. So it appeals
that 67 members of the House voted against
the preamble to the bill.

Well, sir, what is the history of this bill in
the Senate? On the 12ih of May, it ;;r c
up for consideration, and Mr. Huntiiigu n.
then a Senator trom Connecticut, since de
ceased, moved to amend it by striking out
the preamble: and tho journal shows that
the motion failed by a vote of 18 yeas to 28
nays all the Senators on this side ot tho
chamber, with tho exception of three, voted
in tlio ainrmative. a motion was men n atio
bv tho honorable Senator from Kentucky,
(Mr. Crittenden,) to take a vote upon the
prcamuio mono, nut tne cuair ruled that it
;otud not be separated lrom tne bill, and I lie
motion was decided out of order. The bill
was then pressed to a vote and passed yens
40, nays 2. Mr. Berrien, Mr. ICvans, Mr.
Huntington, and Mr. Calhoun declining lo
vote, and eleven Senators on this side ol tin-

chamber
.

voting
. . V

yea with
it

the
mi

protest against
the prcamuio to the bin. sir, is u con-

cise history of the progress of the bill through
the two Houses ol i nnn;ros.


