
i 

ITHKTKUE democrat 
(L FTJBiISHED E 7ERY TUESDAY MORNING BA 

j( > i | N S( )N & \ EHKES. 
Terms <>f subscription. 

■Tor one cop\. one year, in advance,.$ 2 51 

For three copies, one year 7 01 

For five copies, one year, 11 0< 

For ten copies, one year, “ 20 i’H 

Tri'v‘M>; o'j? 
Transient advertisements will he inserted for$1 per square 

|i ii lines or less.) for the first insertion and 50 cents for eael 

kubseqiienl insertion. 
I Mere iai ts advertising by tiie year will be chatted $30. 
I Professional cards and oilier advertisements, not exceeding 
Oi square, 4I0 per annum. 

I JOB WOKK, 
■ Our facilities for doing all descriptions of Job Work ean- 

BOt be surpassed by any printing establishmen in the country. 

|\Ve have procured, at a cost of ever sixteei hundred do]- 

la one of I aac Adams’ mammoth printing inchines, which 

»r. hies ns to do book and pamphlet work in a superior style 
Srni at very low prices. 

Agents for the True Democrat. 
1 V. Ii. PALMER, the American Newspaper kgent, is TH< 
XtvmiKIZl:n AiiKM' lor ibis paper in the citit of Lostoi, 
JC Vork, and Philadelphia, and is duly einpovred to tale 

mi ertisements and subscriptions al the rates ref ired by *ls* 

H., receipts will be regarded as pavments. II Hit! ices aje— 

B* I U\. Sc. ;ii: V- Building; NEW Yt »RK. 'I’rmie Buld- 
in.-; PH ILA DELPHI A, N. W. corner Third id Chrsnut 
streets. 

W. II. V!oDONALD, New York city. 
0S. COHEN, Philadelphia, l’a. 

'JL. VV. CARR, 
ARKANSAS. 

D. VV. .1 Eh FREY, Mount Olive. Izard cour 

R. I, PHILLIPS, W ashington, Hempsteadnlaty; 
i, .1. T. MiLLH AM, Franklin county; 

Win. M. BOWERS, Fayetteville: 
| GIDEON TICKER, Ba'tesville, IndependtF county; 
I JOHN A. LINDSAY, Powhattan; 
f EL1HI RAiV i:< iLI’ll, Desha county; 
I .Dills Al. MITCH EL, GainsviUe, tireen eoty; 
[ Vi VI. R. CAIN, Pocahontas, Randolph cofi'J 
[ LEW i> Si 1'FIN, Boliver, Poin>eit county: 
[ ROOF II. HOWELL, Dover, Pope comity 
I .1. S. JORDAN, Monticello, Drew county; 

j i'il i'S RIGGS', Postn aster at Rieiiwoods,j trd county; j 
I VVVI. 'i. VAN VALKENBl. RgII. WariUiBrsdiey co; 
I GREEN R. JONES, Esq., Emithviile, La*nc« county; 
| L. It. VEX .‘.RLE, Van Buren county; 
I JOHN 11 A\IS, Bradiev county; 
| C. II. JACKSON, Mount ... Jack son mnty; 
I w.M. A. Cl ■. alii e county; 
! .1. VV. Met oNAUt.llEY, Searcy, White c-nt* 

1' A. .1. l.’Iii-OKS, iiio nier, Sebastian eoiiutj 
JAMES Vi. MONTGOMERY, Lewisville,.alivelteco; 

I Cap1. W. LANDERS, Sulphur Rock, Indrenjeuee c>»; 
I .1 iV. W ILDER, traveling agent to solicit nbpriptions; 
| W. I!. YOi Nil. Dover, ope county; 

I THU’S F. AlSJIN, Yellville, Marion con y; 
I J. W. BERNARD, Norrostown, Pope conn; 
I .1 A(;S R. BERRY, P. M., Huntsville, Vlat orrounty; 
| J \h S. JiiHXtuV, P. VI., Friendship, 8inocounty; 
| C./L. SWEET, Siveetvilie, Crittenden coety; f 4t i"S MILLS, Polk county; 
I JOHN W. Ff LLERTON, Hot Springs; 

RoB’T A’l IvINr-o.N, Leek’.s Store, Ouacka uunty; 
Dr. L. L. .MAR FIX, Long View, Ashlev ou*y; 

I N. L. BAKER, Fulton county; 
| JACOB PA'l E, f. M., Pleasant 1’iains, line ssilence co. 

From tlu> Washington V graph. 
Red River Raft—Col. Jdnsorrs 

Letters. 
We earnestly invit^the attentioj ol cur read- 

ers to the Hon. R. W, Johnson’s etios to the 
Secret ary of War, and to ourself on the sub- 
ject of the removal of the raft cf K«d river, 
both of which we pullish in to-diyjs issue.— 
It will he seen that he has taken a lop inter- 
est, and is acting with his aecustousi energy 
and ability in a matter of vital inarat to the 
whom Red river county. 

J f the people interested in tils ilnptrtantun- 
■lertaking, will but awake Iron their lethargy 
■md come to the aid of Col. Johnscn, in his 

praiseworthy efforts in their liehallj we have 
lot a solitary doubt, their combined inlluenee 
Vaui i prove successful in s^comjdulling this 
Am i, it.ired object. Mr. Jofnsonclearly com- 

jpvliends, at,d feeli gly apptf( iates the embar- 
M -sments under which we labor, aiul the losses 
W' annually sustain on act ,*nt of this formid- 
able nls'.ruction to our navigation ami cora- 

fe rce,*.ind he has promised, vith our w ^tiv 
lion, to enter into the matter *nh#i“\ and t 

Ise ins whole 'tiergy and in|l *"*0 tgaceot 
fclish the object, lie tells o d i luanft frank 

less, that the present n- 
! f k^rdedas the 

■n ning point,—that if 1' r. hum the pr<*er aj/r 
jf icationof t it is appropr^'jj1'1 31 wid. <ipifolt'ks. 
|e the ead of all eflbrt pvern- 
pi.-iil to remove the raft, but, that it we suc- 

|p«mI, ami open the river, thegovernment would 
St u us to keep it so. 

Will the people move in the matter? Will 
Bn-v aid Col. -Johnson in Ins arduous efforts lor 

tli- ir own good? Will they give heed to, and 

promptly and earnestly ( any out his sugges- 
tions?—or will they, for want of union and Uar- 

■iony,—for want of organization and energy, 
lermit his efforts in their behalf, to fail through 
lieir own supineness and neglect? These are 

■lestions that every one interested in the remo- 

ld of the raft—and who in South Arkansas is 
0?—sin -ild bring home to himself-—and if v»c 

-4k let the responsibility of the failure be charg- 
ed toourown indifference and want of energy. 
|W(- have always felt confident that with pro- 
pet Iv directed and united efforts on the part of 
jjbiose l it rested, and the raft could that would| 
py rein , veil, and uninterrupted and permanent 
avigation secured, and Col. Johnson’s letter 
dd out previous «(mvictions. Ii 
oily remains for the people to move harmo- 
liously ami energetically in the matter to en- 

ure success. 

Feeling a deep interest ourself, we cordially 
ixtend the use of our column* to every one 

eeling a like interest, so that 1}' a free boe- 
;Range of views, we may speidilv Jriafi upoi 
and adopt the best organized pi# o£p# ojieration 
Ibr effecting an object so essential®, the presen 
and future prosperity of all. 1® 

For the Wa>«^B(,n Telegraph. 
U. S. Senate, Wa4Bgton, J 

.March 13 th, 183fe4. { 
\Vm. li. ttter, esq.— 

Deau Siu: You have ever exhibited a very 
1 -<-p interest in the removal of the raft. En- 
losed I send you a copy of a lettpr which I 
mve this moment addressed to the Secretary of 

War, which, with this note I trust you will give 
dace in the columns of your pa*r. 

I fe 1 the more interest in tlA subject as I 
iow feel that we are approaching turning point 
n the history of this government remove the 
Red river raft, and that if the pi4c-nt appropri- 
ation is wasted without effect, it flhpt. to tie the 
jnd of all further efforts by the»vcrnment. 

Therefore if mortal man puts Aliand in this, 
kinder: aking, with a view to or 

X, ith other than high public spirit*!. Motives, or 

v ih less than a will and energy thifWll sacri- 

pe personal comfort, personal prutiqMQl^ai 
tejudk e or predilection, in order to secure tin 
?st agents, principal and subordinate, and de- 
ed® himself through all trials, constantly and 
lithfully to the successful execution of this 
ork. as if it were now the last effort that may 
rer be made, he ought to be execrated, and de- 
>isod, and it will rest with yourselves to make 
im so. 

Jn this spirit if the work is attenfted it will 
rosper and succeed, and if once tie raft is well 

fpeiied we may reasonably hope bat the go- 
ernnient will aid to keep it so. 

f.util, iu such a spirit, this work#’once at- 
tempted J fear it will ever fail. 
V 1 wish that I could once arouse lhe strong 
fill of our people, awake them id hoi to 
fight and confident hope, to a feeluflbaf * icli 
jepends on themselves, to a will tolfike seme 
ersonal sacrifices, to a constant maitfidation of 

I 
e deep interest they feel, to a wailful vigi- aiC(‘ that will cause them to make wparties of 

i 
x 

u 

themselves and to go down though it be 20 or 

50 miles, weeklytotlie raft, after the work has 
begun, visit the'vorks, comment on the opera- 
tions, encourag those who work, blame open- 
ly those who *aste the time or means of the 

, government, 'port them in praise or censure, but 
, with inllexiK truth to the departments—report 
i the progres weekly to the newspapers—im- 

mortal izinr him who strives rightly, exposing 
unsparing* him who indulges his ease and re- 

j tards the, ork or wastes the means, and if this 
| could be lone, I feel that the ha ft would be 

1 j KEM0VE"- 
It lie been enwe opened, and can be again, un- 

less se ls‘* ease, supineness, or despair, has seiz- 
j ed upo our people, and mercenary interest and 
I selfis speculation shall be allowed, without con- 

test r responsibility, to obtain the superintend- 
anc- and control the direction of the work. 

tir, I feel and have ever felt a deep interest in 
tbs work. The raft removal has fastened by 
Sevier, upon the river and harbor bills of his 
ray, as an important item in the system. It 

j-ias become a feature in the system of internal 
improvement. The precedent he thus set is all 
that keeps it there. It is assailed in every 
Congress. Every committee of the House of 
Representatives, in every Congress 1 have serv- 
ed in, has attempted to reject it and the Arkan- 
sas river. 1 have maintained them both there, 
by an inflexible resolution never to submit to it, 
but to destroy the whole bill if possible, unless 
they were included, and you have thus secured 
the passage of an appropriation for these objects, 
every Congress in the House of Representatives, 
but it has been lost for years, each time in the 
Senate or by a veto, until the last Congress. 

I ask that our eldest and most experienced 
citizens will meet immediately, pick out and 
recommend to the Secretary of War a fit super- 
intendant of this work, who will be satisfied 
with a salary, who will squander the public 
money on no incompetent kin or favorites, and 
will go at it for the sake of doing the work, not 
of making money, who is qualified to command 
the boat, and direct the operations, and who 
shall have promised that he will do so.' Let 
them recommend to the Secretary of War two 
good pilots, who will^nter upon it with energy, 
and with the same feelings, if possible. Let 
them form committees of vigilance, whose duty 
it shall be to inspect the works with weekly 
visits. Let those committees be formed and a 

week for visitation assigned to each, and men of 
character, influence and intelligence be put on 

each committee, and lot them be organized up 
and down the river for fifty miles or more, and 
let.them discharge the duty of visitation. It 
w ill manifest the general public anxiety, it will 
have its effect. It will impress the mind of the 
undertaker of the w ork w ith his high responsi- 
bility, and secure success; ahd the service can 

be made pleasant, as a reunion of friends in a 

common cause, and the occasion of a series of 
pleasant excursions. If this is done I will en- 

deavor to have it facilitated by any ue-v.-sary 
orders from the War department. 

it is now very late at night; my health is had 
and has been all the winter, and I must cl >se this 

ln-ty letter. 
In conclusion, I shall do all in mv power to 

ait you with further appropriations. 1 feel con- 

fident only in this however, that I shall get a 

snag boat for the service, and the present fund 
S10*>,000—devoted to the object, by law if ne- 

cessary. 
Sow, sir, if our people will send me their 

recommendations I will present them and urge 
than, but sir, instead of acting energetically, is 
it true that we are longer to he victims of the 
old proverb “what is every body’s business, i» 

nobody’s business,” or is it true that under con- 

stant suffering ami years of disappointment -we 

hare surrendered, stupified w ith defeat and de- 
vours, most respectful I v, 

E. W. JOHNSON. 

)Senate Chamber, March, 18! i. 1851. 
flios. Secretary of War— 

Sir: Enclosed ! hand you the letter of one 

of sj ‘most estimable men living, Jas. S. (.’on- 
way, first Governor of Arkansas, with whom 
/. on t "e doubtle-s [crsonally well acquainted. 
If you are it is useless for me to speak of his 
constant and indexible integrity and purity of 
character. 

The memorial he refer to, has been referred 
imittei on commerce. His letter 

will give you his views, and 1 doubt not it will 
give you pleasure to regard them if you deem 
them Aviso in furtherance of an object of very 
high public interest. Of their wisdom 1 have 
no doubt,—all other plans and methods have 
failed thus far. 

In the last river and harbor bill £100,000 
were appropriated to remove t lie Rod river raft. 

I beg to ask you. 1st, was there not a boat, 
provided to be constructed expressly for this 

obj.-et? 2d. Is any, and what modification of 
the law necessary, so as to give the Secretary of 
war entire control of the method of operating, 
to secure the removal of the raft, and the ap- 
pointment of a proper superintendant? 3d. If 
no boat w as specially provided for this purpose, 
is it not in the power of the Secretary of War, 
or ! he government through him, to detail one 

of die present snag boats lor this service, and if 
iv what modification is necessary to secure 

at power? 
] 

fttiJUKl you De disposed to iavorme wisnes 

the people in that quarter, and furnish me 

[ 'th a skeleton of a bill which will give every 
Tftef necessary to that end, 1 will see that it 
*Uie very speedily a law. 
‘bl law throwing this appropriation upon 

Jri ’iitract system has proved a failure, but, 
I i. God, hasthus far preserved the fund from 

aiiy ihbte. 
I f 3 ■ >u can in your operations, executing this 

difliilt. important and perplexing public work, 
com lue by way of supervision, and thus use 

as sujSrvisory the intelligence of the planters 
who at1 so deeply involved in their personal 
interests, you will have availed a’ourself of an 

aid, newer yet brought to bear; an aid rendered 
incorruljtible not only by the pure and high cha- 
racter ( The indi\ iduals in your power to se- 

stdect, hit by llieir deep personal interest; an 
aid of i itrgy rendered intense, and absorbing 
by lie.'.v and annual losses, repeated disappoint- 
T <iirs i.i vgard To this object, and a feeling al- 
m 1st of impair. 

Il’licr t-fnestness is shown in the fact, that 
s.-Miui' us|g boat be set apart for this service, 
^^ih tie aoropriation now standing to the cre- 

<nt of jhis tject, and should Congress refuse 
any fuihci |aid, they will sustain the move- 

ment ly a attribution from their own suffer- 
ing r ource of $50,000, to effect and perfect it. 

it Istiselc'i for me to allude to the heavy an- 

nual lugs suskned by the government in con- 

sequeice of lis obstruction. The able expo- 
sition >1 Judd Moore, the late representative 
of the raft diirict of Louisiana as compiled 
with eire and ifjor from official sources is con- 

clusive upon it] 
But sir, it is impossible for me, with my lim- 

ited cofimand 4 means to recite to you the 

suf&rirg and loi which with every season of 
the yc;r, under ivery necessity, in every pur- 
suit of igricultui and commerce, is imposed 
ujton ills large, «timable and energetic pop- 
ulation or to impY-s you for one moment with 

-the mixture of hope "and despair, with which 
they now await ami contemplate the action ol 
this government whose direction in this partieu- 

lar at least, must take its shape and color from 

your judgment and decision, and whose ulti- 
mate results must be dependant upon your 
wisdom, will and energy. 

I have, sir, respectfully to request, that the 
leter of (Jov. «J. S. Conway, may be preserved, 
on tile, as containing many useful suggestions, 
and an authoritative expression of the present 
wishes and opinions of the most intelligent, 
and reliable, of our citizens; and further to ex- 

press the wish, that I may hear from you at 
the earliest moment, with a view to the Con- 
gressional action; and in the end, that 1 may be 
heard in the end that you may come to, as to 

your method, and your agents to execute this 
work, when I will submit to you, such other 
evidences, as I may possess of the wishes of 
this people. I am, sir, most respectfully, 

R. W. JOHNSON. 

The Exciting Controversy Between 
Messrs. Cutting and Breckinridge. 
Mr. Cutting rose, and this was the signal 

for gentlemen crowding in front of him, audit 
was some minutes before the anxious ones were 

satisfactorily seated. The galleries were crowd- 

j ed, and the general expectation was that there 

would be something rich and exciting. What 
follows is a condensation of the debate:— 

Mr. Cutting said—On Tuesday last, after 
the morning hour had expired, and the House j 
went to the business on the Speaker’s table, a 

motion was made by the chairman of the com- 

mittee on territories to refer the Senate’s Ne- 
braska bill to that committee. On the other 
hand, for reasons 1 then gave, I submitted a pro- 
position tliar the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee of the whole oq the state of the Union.— 
The House listened to the clear and distinct 
argument of the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 
Richardson,) against my motion. It wras an ar- 

gument which afterwards set the House some- 

what on their guard, and 1 submitted, in terms 
by no means disrespectful, the motives which 
influenced my conduct on that occasion. I 
thought I had .expressed myself with perfect 
candor, clearness and frankness. I said there 
was not a gentleman on this floor a stronger or 

more zealous advocate of what I regarded as a 

grent principle of tiie measures than I was. I 
argued my objection to the bill itself, and said 
it would not receive my humble support, nor 

that ot the majority, without essential modifi- 
cations. In making that motion I am not con- 

scious of haviug employed any language disre- 
spectful to any member of the House, more 

especially 1 have no recollection of having at- 

tempted to make an insinuation against the mo- 

ral honesty of any gentleman who differed from 
me on that occasion. After the subject wasdis- 
j os *d id, and the lapse of two days, a gentle- 
man from a slaveholding State, (Mr. Breckin- 
ridge,) who had no lot or part in this discussion, 
came into the House as a volunteer, merely, 
and thought it not incompatible with his char- 
acter as a leading member to undertake to assail 
my motives. It is true lie declaimed any in- 
tention to attack them, but said that while I 
cast one arm around the measure as a friend with 
the other 1 plunged into its breast the murder- 
ous stiletto; and like.Jaoob with the aged patri- 
arch of old, 1 had practiced a cheat upon the 
House—but he meant not to assail m y motives. 
The gentleman who despises deceit meant no 

imputation on me. Oh no!—but he comes to 
the House with concentrated wrath and bitcr- 
ness against me, and to assail me for having 
stated my reasons for making the motion which 
1 made on that occasion. I had proclaimed 
that at the north we will have to take the burnt 
of the difficulty and outcry, and I thought 1 
would satisfy my constituents that an ojiportu- 
nity should be given to discuss the measure. I 
was amazed that a g- ntleman from a slavehold- 
ii.g Siate, where his constituents are united, and 
who will take to their arms and press him for 
liis advocacy of the measure, should come here 
and denounce a member from the north, who, 
though friendly to the principle, desired a fair 
opportunity for discussion. 

\V;. -1 hut fair for the south? Was that a fair 
course fur a leading gentleman in this House to 
take? He came here to stigmatize me for 
merely asking that privilege. For more reasons 

than on*' the gentleman made a favorable im- 
pression on my constituents. They are men 

who appr iutc patriotic services, and there were 

no more prompt and efficient gentlemen to aid 
him than those same gentlemen who are asso- 

ciate'! with me, and who are made the victims 
of the gentleman from Kentucky. Let us see 

the ground on which the gentleman undertakes 
t«» pm. tin matter. He charges me with being 
a secret enemy of the hill while openly profes- 
sii.g friendship for it. When did the gentleman 
hoar in- declare that 1 was friendly to the Se- 
nate bill? 1 stated that I, and I believed a ma- 

jority of the House, were, against it. Does not 
the gentleman know the difference between a 

principle and a bill to carry out that principle? 
1 said I was in favor of tin* principle, but not 
in favor of this measure. What was the ground 
of complaint? That 1 was consigning this 
measure to the tomb of the Capulets by send- 
ing it to the comm' :i* of the whole on the 
state of the Union. After the bill had been 
so referred, where was the need of the gentle- 
man's making an argument subsequently prov- 
ing tiLjLt the bill ought to pass, if he thought it 
never Could be reached? No gentleman ac- 

quainted with the orders of the calendar fora 
moment would believe that sending it there was ! 
to defeat its action during the session. Did not 
the gentleman hear the chairman of the com- i 
mittee on territories move to go into committee ! 
to take up the House Nebraska bill? Would! 
lie have made a motion so earnestly if there 
was no chance to get at it? A frank, honerable 
gentleman, who desires to discuss the subject, 
comes here with a speech not only inflamma- 
tory in style, but exaggerated in fact, declaring 1 

there are scores of bills ahead of it oil the cal- j 
endar. There was not one score even. There! 
were some eighteen or nineteen bills all told, 
large and small, of great and little degree; all 
appropriation bills, nearly, subject to the con- 

trol ot the committee of ways and means.— 

The gentleman said that there was a mountain 1 

on the bill which never could be removed. It 
was a Hash of the imagination of the gentle- 
man tiiat raised this mountain and created 
scores and scores of bills. Did not the gentle- 
man know there was a preconcerted understand- 
ing to go into committee of the whole on the 
state of the Cnion, and propose amendments 
to the House bill, and report it to the House? 
What inconvenience would there have been in 
this? Either bill would be amended, and 
would have to go back to the Senate. Then, 
by what authority did the gentleman say I un- 

dertook to commit the bill to the tomb for the 
purpose of creating a false impression in the 
public mind? 

Mr. Richardson, (dcm.) of 111.—I deem it 
due to myself to state that there was no ar- 

rangement, as has been stated in the public pa- 
pers and by letter writers. 

Mr. Cutting—I did not say so. 

Mr. Richardson—I will state to the gentle- 
man, and he knows it well, we had the Senate's 
bill on the speaker’s table, and we could have 
discussed the House bill in committee, and there 

perfected it. 
Mr. Cutting—Where? 

Mr. Richardson—In committee of the whole 
on the state of the Union. The opponents of 
the bill could have there discussed it. We had 
the Senate’s bill upon the Speaker’s table where 
we could reach it directly bringing on a discus- 
sion on the whole subject. If there had been 
a factious opposition to the House bill, we should 
have had another chance at the Senate bill. 

Mr. Cutting—It stands conceded, as I ob- 
served. It was the intention to discuss the 
House bill in committee of the whole, and re- 

port. it after it had been amended. 
Mr. Richardson—The gentleman speaks of 

the discussion of the House, not of the Senate 
bill. The reference of the Senate bill placed 
it in a position where it could not be reached in 
the House. It is thought very doubtful when 
it will be reached, the French Spoliation bill 
and the Appropriation bills, eighteen in number, 
1 believe, preceding it. 

Mr. Cutting—Don’t let us trifle with impor- 
tant subjects. In the name of God, if you had 
gone into a discussion on the House bill in com- 

mittee, would you also have had a discussion 
on the Senate bill in the House? There seems 

to be some other reason or consideration for the 
wrath of the gentleman from Kentucky to be 
excited to such an extraordinary degree. I 
thought he shook and quaked with fear because 
of the outcries from Massachusetts; and when 
he spoke of the answering bugle from Illinois, 
there may have been apprehensions on his mind 
that if we should not dispose soon of the Se- 
nate bill, we might hear of more remonstrance, 
and louder tones of the bugle than had yet 
reached these halls and other departments of 
the city. Are we to be thrown out of our pro- 
priety because you hear the screams of violence 
of a mob, and not investigate this measure, be- 
cause the bugle notes came from the west? No! 
Wh atever fears prompted the gentleman to 
make his assault on me, I partake not of them 
in the least degree. I tell the gentleman the 
bugle notes may encourage him, but they will 
not urge me onward. The cries that alarmed 
him came from the north, and I am to meetand 
subdue them if I can. We shall hear more of 
them. I shall return to breast the storm and 
current of fanaticism, not in the least intimidat- 
ed or alarmed by any of those cries which 
seemed to have shaken thd nerves of the gen- 
tleman. 1 said that he would require Mr. Clay- 
ton’s amendment to be stricken out, and that 
Mr. Badger’s amendment meant more than 
what was expressed on its face. The gentle- j 
man complains that 1 have given thisthe name 
of the Bffdger Amendment. Is it so discredi- 
table to have that gentleman’s name connected 
with it? 'Thegentleman from Kentucky seem- 
ed to intimate that it was a sort of slur to link 
Mr. Badger’s name with the proviso to which 
he stood godfather in the Senate. 1 said that 
the Badger amendment did annul laws to an 
extent with which Congress had nothing to do. 
1 submitted that, on the principles of non inter- 
vention, Congress was to keep its hands off; and 
submitted it to the gentlemen of the south 
whether it did not intervene relative to the great 
principles in the bill. I did not look to thegen- 
tlcnian front Kenruckv for an assault tq«jn mv 
motives. 1 should have liked him to say some- 

thing with regard to the construction 1 put on 
the Badger proviso, but the gentleman did not 
deemit necessary to enter into an argument. I 
declared my adherence to the principle, but the 
newspapers came out with an universal shout 
and reproved me. How came it that the Union 
newspaper of this city assailed me—a press 
conducted, it is said, by the clerk of this House, 
who is united with the printer of this body in 
carrying out bis orders? How is it that a friend 
ol the measure is selected as the victim? Was 
it to drive of) those friends who had given him 
their support? Is it to assassinate the friends 
who stand with me? 

Mr. Breckinrhlge, (dem.) of Ky.’ who had 
taken a seat in the vicinity of Mr. Cutting, ask- 
ed: “ Do you apply that remark to me?” 

Mr. Cutting—Not unless you consider vour- 
self a portion of the Union. It applies to that 
newspaper. 

Mr. Breckinridge—1 was at the moment tak- 
ing a note; and heard a word. 1 ask whether 
the gentleman applies that remark to me, and 
want a categorical answer. 

Mr. Cutting—1 did not. I am the only one 

charged with being an assassin, with the arm of 
friendship around the measure, and with the oth- 
er stabbing it to the heart. If I did simply re- 

tort, the gentleman forced it upon me. I have 
been the constant theme of a series of attacks. 
When 1 see the papers of New York opposing 
the measure not commented on bv the organ 
here, but in the enjoyment of public patronage 
— when I see public officers, at home and 
abroad, acting hostile to the measure, and find 
them cherished, and see them retain possession 
of their places—I am induced to ask what sort 
of a measure is it, when its enemies are re- 
warded and its friends assaulted, and their mo- 
tives impeached? I find that this has now be- 
come a test question. I see it is made so by a 

prominent friend of the administration here; 
but in a paper in New Hampshire, regarded as 

intimately friendly with the President, the edi- 
tor disclaims it as a party test. There is but 
one single ground on which the democrats of 
the North can stand, and that is the ground of 
non-intervention. If this is found in the bill, I 
shall vote for it. I wish to come to a plain un- 

derstanding with all sections—to know pre- 
cisely what the bill is—so that hereafter there 
may be no difficulty in this particular. 

Mr. Breckinridge—I have foreborne to inter- 
rupt the gentleman. While his remarks are 
fresh in my mind, I should like very much to 
respond to them. 

Mr. Cutting—With the understanding that 
tne time employed snail not be deducted irom 
my hour. 

Cries — “No objection” — “Agreed” — “Let’s 
have it out now.” 

Mr. Brec kiuridge—I have listened to the re- 

marks of the gentleman, but he has not met a 

single position that I took the other day. It be- 
littles a man to see him twist words out of their 
legitimate connection. I spoke of the gentle- 
man stigmatizing it as the Badger proviso, and 
adverted to the remark of the gentleman that it 
did not do justice to the South, when it was ac- 

ceptable to a great majority of the Southern mem- 
bers. I wisii to say here, the gentleman talks 
like a lawyer in a bad case, but not like a states- 
man. 1 n my speech the other day, I referred 
to the notes from Boston and the West— 

Mr. Cutting—The bugle notes. 
Mr. Breckinridge—And he said we wished 

to hurry through the hill without a full discus- 
sion. If any member looks at my remarks, he 
will see that 1 did not say so. I said that a full 
discussion would bring the people to the bill, 
and although New England might still oppose, 
she is not the centre; and that the West stands 
on the principle of the bill. Was tfrere any 
reason for the gentleman to say I feared the bu- 
gles? It passes ingenuity, and something more 
than that. The gentleman said I allowed two 
days to elapse before I attacked the victim and 
his motives; hut does he not recollect that after 
he made his speech he put down the latches of 
the previous question, so that the two days’ in- 
terval is due to the gentleman himself? I did 
not interrupt him to-day because his speech was 

fixed upon the ground that I had attacked his 
personal motives. Taking the underpinning 
away the whole fabric would have fallen. T 

said I made no attack on the motives of the 
gentleman, but objected to his movement to kill 
the bill, and I spoke of his receiving the con- 

gratulations of political abolitionists in this hall. 
1 do not intend to charge the gentleman with 
playing the assassin intentionally; but I said— 
and cannot take it back—that the act was to all 
intents, as one arm thrown around the brother, 
while with the other the fatal stab was inflicted. 
I will leave it to the committee to judge. There 
can be no two opinions on the subject. Let us 
turn away from the verbiage of the gentleman. 
Here we find the bill on the table, snug and 
safe, under the control of the House. The 
House bill had been referred to the committee 
of the whole on the state of the Union. This 
gave the friends of the Nebraska bill a double 
chance. The one could have been taken up in 
committee, discussed and matured; the other, 
whenever the House chose to goto the Spea- 
ker’s table, could have been discussed in the 
House. Under these circumstences the gentle- 
man from New York refused to go with the 
friends of the measure to discuss the House bill 
in committee, but voted against it, and after- 
wards he himself moves to go to business on the 
Speaker’s table, and next moves to send the 
Senate bill to the committee of the whole on 
the atate of the Union. It is placed at the 
foot of the calendar, and may never be reached 
until the end of the session. Has not the gen- 
tleman remarked that I said ’there were scores 
of bills before it. I have no recollection of this, 
I do not find the word in my notes or in any 
printed speech. I said it was put at the foot of 
the calendar. Has not the gentleman perspicui- 
ty enough to see that when it is desirable to kill 
a measure it is always sent to the committee of 
the whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. English, (dem.) of Ala.—There are fifty 
bills on the calendar before the Nebraska bill. 

Mr. Cutting—Before the House bill. 
Mr. Breckinridge (resuming!}')—Before the 

House bill, he saw now—but lie did not say the 
Senate bill must be discussed, and Badger’s 
amendment looked into? 

Mr. Cutting shook his head. 
Mr. Breckinridge—It is useless for the gen- 

tleman to shake his head. 
Mr. I hulips, (dern.) ot Ind.—Mr. Badger’s 

amendment is not in the House bill. 
Mr. Breckinridge — Nor is Mr. Claylon’s 

amendment in the House bill. I don’t like to ! 

push this matter; the gentleman’s replies are 

evasive. His arguments are better suited to a 
bad case in a court of law than in a deliberative 
assembly. How came the national—the essen- 

tially national gentleman—from New York to 
be found in open union with the abolitionists 
and freesoilers on the floor? How came he to 
receive their congratulations, and why do their 
presses take him up as the hero of killing the 
Nebraska bill, lie can never rub out from any 
plain man’s mind that the effect of his motion 
was to kill the bill. The gentleman asked me 

why 1 made a speech. Tiic Nebraska bill can 
be revived and brought before the House; but 
for that his movement would have succeeded, 
and its warmest friend would have had the 
means of aiding his abolition friends and put- 
ting it tn death. What, he asks, could have 
been the motives of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, in assailing him, a friend of the measure, 
and not assailing the enemies of the measure? 
Why drive him off a national man, to glorify 
persons at. the other end of the avenue? The 
meaning of the gentleman was covered up with 
verbiage; hut it was an inuendo that the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky had acted in concert 
witii the presses in this city, to drive the gentle- 
man from New York from the support of the 
hill. Is it not a low ambition for a man to pur- 
sue a course of hostility towards a measure be- 
cause another is for it? Does the gentleman 
suppose twenty administrations could drive him 
f rom his position? I believe the administration 
honestly in favor of the hill, and I will support 
them on that point. But if the administration 
were against it. I would, nevertheless, be for it, 
and they should drive me from my position. I 
have no more connection with the administra- 
tion than any other man. I owe them nothing 
except what is due to all engaged in the execu- 
tion of the laws. I am sustained by the ma- 

jority of my constituents, the peers of Presi- 
dents and Cabinets. (Slight applause.) So far 
from driving the gentleman from the support of 
the hill, it was with the profoundest regret and 
mortification 1 saw his course. I have listened 
to the debates in which he traced the previous 
course of the national party in New York: and 
although he was opposed to bringing that quar- 
rel into Congress, I could not refuse my sym- 
pathy and good feeling, though they did not 
want sympathy. So far from making war on 

the hards, my sympathies were with them.— 
Hence the pain and wounds, especially of the 
South, when they saw him turn a sharp corner 

and enter into alliance with the very worst of 
political abolitionists in the House, which every 
man with five grains of sense knows was to kill 
the bill. I am not sure I understood the gen- 
tlcman. 1 do not suppose he has authority to 
speak for any one but himself. The gentleman 
said I was the last individual whom lie expect- 
ed would make an assault upon him, because 
in the day or my greatest need, the ‘hards” 
came to my aid. This inuendo is so deep that 
1 do not understand it. 1 ask an explanation. 

Mr. Cutting—The explanation will be given. 
1 am informed that during the canvass in Ken- 
tucky, it being intimated that the funds were 

needed in order to accomplish the success of 
the gentleman, my friends in New York made i 
up a subscription of some fifteen hundred dol- 
lars, and transmitted the fund to Kentucky to 
be employed for the benefit of the gentleman 
who is now the peer of Presidents and Cabi- 
nets. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Breckinridge (proudly and defiant.)— 
And not only the peer of the President and the 

Cabinet, but the peer of the gentleman from 
New York in every respect. (Applause on the 
democratic side of the House.) 

Mr. Walsh, (dem.) of N. Y.—I believe I 
have as good a right to speak for the hards of 
New York as any gentleman in this hall or out 
of it. 1 have stood and stemmed the torrent of 
treason in the north, when those who have at- 

tempted to speakforthemhaveskulked from the 
threshhold of the places where their meetings 
were held, and I do not want an imputation of 
this character to go out unexplained to the 
world. When we came here we protested 
against the administration interfering with our 

local affairs, in New York, and now my col- 
league states that a portion of those who sent 
him here interferred in the same way in Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr. Cutting—Is that all the gentlemen rose 

I for? 
Mr. Walsh—That’s all. I’ll be on hand by 

and by, though. (Laughter.) 
Mr. Breckinridge—I do not want scraps of 

telegraphic despatches for my speech. In every 
matter relating to legislative duty I am sur- 

rounded by a majority of my constituents, the 
peers of Presidents and Cabinets. (Renewed 
applause.) The gentleman first said on this 
floor that I had received particular aid from the 
hards of New York. 

Mr. Cutting—State my proposition as I gave 
it. You call on me. 

Mr. Breckinridge—The gentleman said I ought 
I to be the last man to say anything unkind of 
1 him. for in the time of need— 

Mr. Cutting—I said you were the last person 
from whom 1 expected it. 

Mr. Breckinridge—A most important verbal 
difference! The remark was, I ought not to 
have been the man do it, because in the time 
of my greatest need the hards of New York 
rendered me valuable aid. The language and 
manner were so pointed that no one could fail 
to perceive that he meant something more than 
what appeared on the surface, I asked what 
he meant, and he now pretends to answer that 
I extorted the reply. He understood that in 
the last canvass in Kentucky an intimation was 
sent to New York that funds were required in 
the race, whereupon, his friends made up $1,- 
500, and sent the money to Kentucky to pro- 
mote my election. Before I answer to the 
fact, I have to say to the gentlemen he should 
have known the truth of what he uttered be- 
fore he brought it to this floor. I have no in- 
formation that an intimation of that kind was 
ever sent to Kentucky, or the money was ever 
received. I was engaged in an arduous and 
heated canvass, and but little at home. I ad- 
dressed public assemblies. I have no know- 
ledge of the fact—none whatever. I came 
here not by the aid of money, but against the 
use of money. I have to say I represnt a 
district in which the money power was con- 

centrated and that power was in the hands of 
my opponents. It was said that I should be 
beaten if it cost fifty thousand dollars to do it; 
and I would tell him thirty thousand dollars 
were spent in vain, for here I am. 1 was elect- 
ed by a larger majority than all Wall street 
could control in my district. (Applause.) I 
am thinking what course to pursue. I intend- 
ed to characterise the remarks of the gentleman 
in such terms as would leave no doubt'as to my 
meaning. Perhaps I had better not. Perhaps 
the advantage 1 have gained and the common 

reprobation which the committee feel for such 
conduct is a sutlicient punishment. I dare say 
such a thing was never done before. I never 
associated politically with a gentleman who 
would make a reference of that sort. ri%e gen- 
tleman even undertook, in reviling me, to cast 
the responsibility of the utterance recollection 
ot this. 1 do not find the word in my notes of 
the remark on me. I have courted no contro- 

versy. It has been forced on me. But he can- 
not escape by any subtlety and ingenuity, and 
thus place himself in a false position. The 
sooner he stops that game the better. If the 
gentleman is a friend of the Nebraska measure 
there will L>e abundant opportunities for show- 
ing it. No one has a right to challenge his ho- 
nesty; but it is the duty of a sentinel to call 
attention to a course calculated to put the bill 
to death. 1 should be happy to vote with the 
gentleman for the bill; but I shall vote for it 
though 1 should not have the support of the 
gentleman. 

Mr. Gutting—Are you through? 
Mr. Breckinridge—I am, sir. 
Mr. Gutting—1 have given the gentleman an 

opportunity to reply, but a more unparliamen- 
tary and personal assault was never made on 
this Hour. I offered to give the gentleman the 
tioor while his rage was boiling over to let the 
hot words rollout. The day after the gentle- 
man made his speech, a colleague from New 
York objected, and prevented my getting the 
tioor. I charged the gentleman with assailing 
mv motives. The committee have heard his 
answer. I ask whether he has not hurled an 

imputation against me for making that motion'? 
How can he disclaim any attack when he fol- 
lows it up by declaring my intentions and mo- 
tives were to destroy the measures to which I 
had not declared myself? 

Air. Breckinridge—Does the gentleman say I 
called in question his intention and motive? I 
did not intend any thing disrespectful, but al- 
luded to the eflbct of the motion. I ask the 
gentleman to point to the occasion when 1 said 
it was his intention and motive to destrov the 
bill. 

Mr. Cutting—I submit it to the committee 
whether the whole tone and scope of the gen- 
tleman's remarks were not an attack on my mo- 

tives for making the motion I did. The facts 
are before the committee. I scorn his imputa- 
tion. 1 stand here, not his superior, but his 
equal, having for myself a reputation equally as 
dear if not so lofty as that of the gentleman. 
I stand here the representative of a constituen- 
cy of whom 1 am the impersonation. As far 
as concerns myself, and when lie imputes ob- 
jects and purposes, I hurl back the imputation 
with the indignation it deserves. Did l not 
state my views? How dare the member to un- 

dertake to assert I professed friendship for a 

measure with a view of killing it by sending it 
to the foot of the calendar? And when I said 
the committee of the whole on the state of 
the Union had under their control the House 
bill, which they intended to take up, he ue- 

treats and escapes and skulks behind the Se- 
nate bill at the foot of the calendar. 
__Mr. Breckinridge, rising hastily, said in an 

earnest tone: I ask the gentleman to withdraw 
ins last words. sensation.) 

Mr. Cutting (with emphasis)—I will with- 
draw nothing. What 1 said 1 have said in an- 
swer to the most violent and personal attack 
ever made on a gentleman on this tloor. 

Mr. Breekinride—When the gentleman says 
I skulk, he says what is false and knows it. 

[Great excitement—members uneasy in their 
seats, and cries of “ order, order.”] 

Mr. Cutting—I do not answer remarks such 
as the gentleman has thought proper to employ. 
They belong to a different region. I am not 
here to desecrate my lips by answering in such 
a tone and manner. The gentleman said I 
undertook to be more southern than the south 
itself. I owe nothing to the south, nor do I 
curry favor with that section of the country.— 
My desire is to let the south understand what 
my interpretation of the provisos in the Senate 
bill are, so that no difficulty may arise hereaf- 
ter. I wished to place the Badger amendment 
on a principle that all can understand. I want 
no more afterclaps nor caveats against its inter- 
pretation. The gentleman from Kentucky was 

vindictive and full of calumny because this 
Senate measure was taken from the table. He 
says it was there safe and snug, and there we 

had it. What does he mean by safe and snug, 
and under the control of the committee or cer- 

tain members of this House? What I wanted 
was that it should be taken from the place 
where it was safe and snug, and sent to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the 
Union, so as to place it out of the power of 

anybody to move the previous question on it 
and stop free discussion. 

Mr. Breckinridge—I never said under the 
control of certain members. It is hardly neces- 

sary, but mean it. 
Mr. Cutting—Under control of the friends 

of the bill. I want full, fair, open, frank dis- 
cussion—I want no resort to parliamentary tac- 
tics. Now, I appeal to the good sense and feel- 
ings of the committee what possible reason 

could there be for such a rash objection to the 
course which was adopted? Why keep the bill 
on the table when the strictest parliamentary 
rules were resorted to? It is neither in the 
power of this administration, nor in that of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, nor any portion of 
this House, to drive me from the discussion of 
a principle I deem right. But when I did that, 
I looked with confidence for support, or at all 
events for an absence of ill-feeling <Tn the part 

of a gentleman esteemed at home as a friend. 
When I found him, unassailed and unattacked, 
making an assault on me, I thought he would 
be the last man guilty of the act, especially when he knew my friends are his friends. I 
regret that my colleague (Mr. Walsh) entirely 
outside of this question, should say what he 
did. I had supposed the gentleman from New' 
York, from the intimacy which subsists between 
us on public matters, would have concurred as 
to the propriety of sending the Senate bill to 
the committee of the whole on the state of 
the Union. I understood him to assert dis- 
tinctly that discussion was necessary, and that 
it would be proper to take the bill from the 
Speaker’s table to avoid the dicussion being 
brought to a premature close, and we prevent- 
ed from giving our views freely and fully. I 
therefore counted on the support of my col- 
league. I do not mean to let articles written 

| by the clerk of the House, in the Union news- 

paper, or any other writing, throw me off the 
, position I occupy. I will seek to put the mea- 

sure in that shape which will give the most 
i satisfaction to the country, and put to rest the 

fanaticism and outcry which now prevail 
throughout the land. It is my desire, to ac- 

tomplish a return to peace and harmony; and 

j I would therefore suggest to gentlemen who 
are anxious for the passage of this bill that it 
is not the best mode of accomplishing it to as- 
sail those who are friendly to the principle and 
the cardinal outlines. If they desire success 

the}’ should turn their batteries on the enemies 
rather than on the friends of the bill. 

Tiie committee rose and the House adjourn- 
ed. 

Being Particular.—An amusing incident 
took place yesterday at the St. Charles Hotel, 
where Mr. Fillmore is stopping. A w'aiter 
came to the office with a large bundle of clothes 
from the laundry, marked “ P. Fillmore,” and 
asked the clerk what room he should take 
them to. The clerk read the name and scratch- 
ed his head, trying to think if any such person 
was stopping in the house. “ P. Fillmore, P. 
Fillmore. Who the deuse is P. Fillmore?”— 
The waiter replied, “ I know the name is right, 
for I asked particularly what the gentleman’s 
first name was, and they told me President, and 
I wrote it right down P. Fillmore.” There wTas 
some laughing in those parts about that time. 
—N. 0. Picayune, April 4. 

The Rat and the Weasel. 
My informant states that a farmer in the 

State of Maine, of his acquaintance, had noticed 
at different times, for the period of two weeks, 
combats between a large rat and a weasel in 
his barn: from which encounters the latter in- 
variably came off second best. One day being 
at work near his barn his attention was attract- 
ed to the weasel very busily engaged in digging 
a hole in a dung heap. He watched the wea- 
sel until he had “tunnelled” the heap; and 
made a hole of considerable size at the entrance, 
and about half way through the heap; the rest 
of the hole was tapered oftj so that at the place 
of egress it was barely sufficient size for the 
slim little body of the weasel to pass through. 
When the plotter had finished his hole, he 
went into the barn and engaged his antagonist 
ratship. Beaten, of course, again in the en- 

counter, the weasel ran, pursued by the rat, in- 
to the hole of the dung hill, the grain-eater 
little suspicious of the snare laid for him. Like 
many unfortunate human beings, the poor rat 
was “stuck,” and halted sadly between the two 
extremes; while his cunning little foe emerged 
from the small end, and whipping round brisk- 
ly to the larger entrance “brought up the rear,” 
and that was soon a dead rat. Here now was 

a regular plan laid, a shrewd design carried out 
successfully on the part of the weasel, for de- 
stroying a foe which was too much for him in 

i a fair tight. It showed forethought and con- 

t trivance, and there are very strong symptoms 
of something more than mere instinct-—reason. 
— Valley Farmer. 

American Citizenship.—In answer to an 

; interrogatory propounded to him by Mr. Nones, 
I a Notary Public in New York, Secretary Mar- 

cv has written'" the following letter on a point 
of interest in connexion with our naturalization 

; laws: 
Department of State, J 

Washington, March 16, 1854.S 
Sir: Your letter of the 11th inst. has been 

! received. The cases which it mentions are not 
embraced in any law of the United States upon 
the subject of naturalization; and, it is believed, 
have not been decided by any court in this 
country. Although, in general, it is not the 
duty of the Secretary of State to express opin- 
ions of law, and doubts may be entertained of 
the expediency of making an answer to your 
enquiries an exception to this rule; yet 1 am 

under the impression that every person born in 
the United States must be considered as a citi- 
zen of the United States, notwithstanding one 

or both of his parents may have been alien at 
the time of his birth. This is in conformity 
with the English common law, which law is 

generally acknowledged in this country. And 
a person born of alien parents, it is presumed, 
would be considered a natural born citizen of 
the United States, in the language of the con- 

stitution, so as to make him eligible to the 
presidency. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, 
vour obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY. 
Joseph B. Nones, New York city. 

Sonnet 
0 Friend! 1 know not which ivay I must look 
For comfort, being, as I am, opprest, 
To think that now our life is only drest 
For show: mean handy-work of craftsman, cook, 
< >r groom! We must run glittering like a brook 
In the open sunshine, or we are unblest: 
The wealthiest man among us is the best: 
Xo grandeur now in nature or in book 
Delights us. Rapine, avarice, expense, 
This is idolatry; aud these we adore: 
Plain living and high thinking are no more: 

The homely beauty of the good old cause 
Is gone; our peace, our fearful innocence, 
And pure religion breathing household laws. M 

[ WOBD8 WORTH* * 

Hobbs’s Lock Picked.—We see by the Lou-* 
don papers that the great Hobbs has been de»' 
feated; that he and his locks are shorn of 
honors. At the institution of civil 
paper was read by Mr. Hobbs poin 
he cousidered to be the defects of 
and fully describing the peculiar 
his own locks, rendering them safe 
tempts of false keys and pickloijta 
journed discussion on the paper 
tion, much astonishment and 
created by the fact that John 
man in Messrs. Chubb’s em 
he had found out a simple 
Hobbs’s locks could be 
the week he had pick 

j out having seen eith< 
! bought by different 

vouched for the truth 
1 explained the way-* 
I a piece of 

—Boston Post. 


