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(Concluded.) 
IN mv letter of February 16* 1808, to 

Governor Sullivan* on the Kinhiir^o, I 

a^ked these questions ; “ Has the French 

e w >eror declare l that he will have no 

neutrals ? lias he required that our ports, 
like those of her vassal states* in Europe 
be shut against British commerce? Is the 

embargo a substitute a miller form ol 

compliance, with that harsh, demand, 
which* if exhibited in its naked aspect the 

American spirit might yet resent?”—We 
have since learnt from general Anil- 

strong’s communications te our Execut ive* 

that the French emperor did declare, 
«< that the Americans should he compel- 
led to take the positive character of ei- 

ther allies or enemies.” But with all the 

baseness which Mr. Jefferson’s manage- 

ment has infused into the American cha- 

racter, the citizens of the Tj« States \>ere 

not then sufficiently degraded, in their 
nun to receive natientlv a plain 
direct proposition to shut their ports a- 

gainst British commerce. It was there- 

fore disguised in the form of an embargo 
~a*i embargo which was calculated to 

produce the same effect, because it had no 

limitation. But before the close of that 

session of Congress, in which it was impo- 
sed, as no man of sense out ot the cabinet 
circle eouhl discern any reason for it; and 

its mischievous consequences were clear- 

ly seen, and had »H‘gao to he experienced 
* J_it was found necessary to sooth the 

people, bv holding up a prospect of its 

repeal or suspension. This prospect how- 

ever, was a deceitful one; because it was 

made to rest on the future acts of France 

and England;—that is. on their revoca- 

tion of their decrees and orders affecting 
neutral commerce. Now Mr. Jefferson 

knew that the embargo was acceptable 
to the French emperor; who instead of 

making wav fur it* rem >val, would choose 

to rivet it on our necks: and Mr. Jeffer- 

son also knew, that as the British orders 

in council were declared to have been is- 

sued (and after ten months frank and o- 

pen notice to the United States, they were 

unquestionably issued) only in retaliation 

for the previous French Berlin decrees ; 

the revocation of the latter must precede 
the revocation of the British orders in 

council: and then indeed the British go- 

vernment stood ready, and pledged itself 

to revoke them. Thus Air. Jefferson 
when vested by congress w ith pow er to 

Sinead the embargo on the revocation of 

the French decrees and the British or- 

ders. knew that such revocation was not 

likely to take plare ; and in fact has not 

taken place to this day; Air. President 

Madison’s extraordinary proclamation re- 

lative to the French decrees to the con- 
.linn TllP nPAiAIIPA of 

ii Mumnu* -— i- 

the 
* 

embargo, however, upon ourselves 

xvas so se> ere, as to exhaust the patience 
of the people; and the government, to 

save their sinking popularity, changed 
their ground, and bv an act called the 

non-intercourse law, gave some relief, hy 
opening a direct commerce with the 

world generally, and an indirect commerce 

with France and Great Britain and their 

dependencies. At length this foolish and 

oppressive law also necessarily gave way; 
and all restraints on our commerce were 

removed. But another act put into the 

hand of the President the dangerous pow- 
er of rcvjvifig.the restrictions of the non- 

intereourse law on certain events, of 

which as matters of fact he was constitut- 

ed the sole judge. Events indeed of a 

nature so simple as to he within the eom- 

> petenev of suiv man ofeommon sense and 

common honesty to decide, whether they 
had or had not* taken place: I mean the 

revocation of the decrees and orders of 

France and Great Britain : events which 
hav* not vet happened ; but which Alt. 

Madison, stepping aside from the author- 

ity fjivrn him by the law. proclaimed to 

have taken place in regard to b ranee ; 

when the French emperor, whom Mr- 

Madisoa knew to he the most perfidious 
oi*humun beings, had only given a decla- 

ratory protnire to revoke them alter the 

tint of November 1810. Even Mr. Ma- 

dison himself hai not now the hardihhood 
to say the French decrees are revoked. 

In his late answer to the petition of the 

inhabitants of New-Haven, he ventures 

only to say that “the French government 
declared that its decrees were revoked. 

He now at least knows that they were not 

revoked when on the 2d of November 1810 

he proclaimed to the people of the Lmted 

Slates and to the world that they were re- 

voked. When he issued that proclama- 
tion, he had no right to believe them re- 

voked ; if for no other reason, yet for tins 

_That what was called a revocation was 

to take place in future, and on conditions 
—on certain acts to be previously perform- 
ed bv Great Britain, which Mr. Madison 

had abundant reason to know would not 

be performed. The French minister in 

his letter to Gen. Armstrong in which 

(to use the words of Mr. Madison). ** the 

j French Government declared that its de- 

crees were revoked, ’ thus expresses him- 

self—“ 1 am authorised to declare to you, 

sir, that the decrees of Berlin and Milan 

are revoked, and that alter the first of No- 

vember, they will cease to have efleet; it 

being understood [bicn entendu tjuc, on 

condition or provided^] that in consequence 

of this declaration, the English shall re- 

voke their orders in council, and renounce 

the new principles of blockade which they 
have wished to establish.’ —Nothing can 

he more plain, than that before the French 

emperor’s declared revocation could be a 

revocation in fact# it was necessary that 

the English simply on that declaration, 
should first repeal their orders in coun- 

cil. and renounce the new principles of 

blockade which the emperor saps, they 
wished to establish. Mr* Madison had 

abundant reason to know that the^ British 
would not and could not comply with these 

conditions prescribed by the trench em- 

peror; and therefore that his declared 
revocation would never become revoca- 

tion in fact: and it was not the promise 
hut the* fact of the revocation (or of such 
modification of the decrees and orders as 

that they shall cease to violate the neutral 
commerce of the United States) which 

Mr. Madison was bylaw authorised to de- 

clare bv proclamation. And thus this 

solemn and most important act of the su- 

preme executive of the United State®, aj>- 

pears to fie alike destitute of legal authori- 

ty and of truth. 
The president's proclamation, and the 

unjust act of Congress which grew out of 

it at the close of the late session, called 

the non-importation act. cannot be of long 
continuance. The fanners and planters 
who raise wheat and cotton and those vs lio 

deal in lumber and naval stores, may for 

a while lie satisfied with the vent they 
find for those articles in the British mar- 

kets : hut as the American merchants are 

forbidden by that law to bring back in re- 
1 
turn any articles of produce or inanufac- 

i ture from the British dominionsthis 
one-sided traffic must scon come to an 

1 end; and our rulers must be aware that 

* the people, as after their much long suf- 
1 fering under the embargo, will renew 

1 their murmurs and complaints'. hat 

i scheme then can they contemplate to rid 
* themselves of this embarrassment, and at 

the same time to satisfy the em\>eror of 
, France? ami what will completely answer 

these purposes ? •! icar icith (j) cat-Bri' 

tain. Our “ loving" friend Napoleon de- 
■ 4 1. 4 1. 

cl area such a war lor us mure man mice 

< years ago: hut we were not then ripe lor 

it. Now it is presume d to be practicable. 
The great commercial and agricultural 
state of New-York, and Massachusetts 
the greatest navigating state in the Ln:on. 
have their governments in the hands of the 
devoted supporters of our national admi- 

1 nistration. Now then is the time to fast- 
* 

eii upon our country the Napoleon-Jefier- 
sonian system, the same which the French 

einperor has established on the continent 
of Europe—an entire prohibition o f inter- 

course, commercial or othencise, with G. 
1 Britain and all her dominions in the four 

quarters of the zlobe. A snug little war 

| whi?h may exist (not carried on) without 
taxes or revenues will perfectly accom- 

plish the object. War with Great-Bri- 
tain at once shuts our ports to her A hers 

i to us. Such a war is the simplest mode 

imaginable to introduce and establish the 

permanent embargo. For the good peo- 
pie of the United States will not be so un- 

reasonable as to complain that they arc not 

| allowed to trade with their enemies in open 
war. 

A further developement of this scheme 

* Mr, Madison knows, as every one ac- 

quainted with the French language knows, 
that “ bien entendu queV by his translator 
rendered « it being understoodmean on 

condition, or provided that. 

and the many reflection* to which it will 

Xe ri/ff it i, a fruitful theme would 

Mtend this address to too great a length, 
and must therefore be deferred. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 

From the WHIG. 
v Washington JulyiS. 

u The effect of Smith’s pamphlet on 

certain people here, you may learn by 
the dirty reply in the Intelligencer-and 
that, though put together by Joel Barlow, 

mav he taken for a cabinet-production. 
Mr. M. consulted with B. and no pains 

• were spared to scrape together any thing 
that might add a fold to the shield, which 
after all is mere pasteboard. Dependent 
clerks were pumped and sifted, and eve- 

ry fedcralit was ready to contribute his 

mite and his hint. Yet, this work it is 

supposed will operate against the presi- 
dent, because of its gross abuse. It is 

i apparent that Mr. Barlow endeavored to 

j conceal his authorship in a cloud of filth 
1 —but it has leaked out; and the author 

! of some excellent prose essays and of the 

I mechanical rhymes of the Colunibiad 
! (which seem to have been made hv some 

• patent machine) is sunk into a partizan 
j scribbler ! And to what does the review 

amount ? No fact of moment is refuted. 
The conversation with.Scrrurier is attri- 
buted to mistake ; and other assertions 

[of Mr. Smith] are attempted to be done 

away by the affected insinuation that the 
author had not access to official docu- 
ments ! Yet he did not write a line with- 
out consultation. The illegality of Er- 

ving's account is still evident to an atten- 
. !_,.l__ IvnI llinpa la nPdllulllv dOf'IP 
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equity in the claim. Tills it wai Mr. M s 

duty to explain to his successor. Several 

years after the occurrence, when Erving 
arrives, wavs and means are invented to 

legitimatize it, if I might use the phrase; 
Accordingly, Erving, his friend Barlow', 
and Gallatin, (speculation,—hypocrisy, 
and intrigue, J lay their heads together; 
and the necessary reports are prepared 
for the purpose.# But, although this is 
inv present impression, I do not imagine 
that Mr. Madison is in any degree disho- 
nest. lie is amiable as a man, and able 
as a secretary of state; but his weakness 
of nerve has surrounded him with a net- 

work, from which I fear he cannot extri- 
cate himself—he is the dupe of the de- 

signing, and no more fit (in point of firm- 

ness) for the presidency than a Quaker is 
for a commander in chief. 

« The calumnious attack on gen. Smith 
bv Barlow (for opposing the submission 

bill) is censured by every body w ith whom 
I have conversed/ That gentleman’s con- 

duct in the field (before his present calum- 
niators had intrigued themselves into of 
fee !) was as firm as his behavior in the 
senate is open, manly and determined. 
To assail Robert Smith, (who wag drawn 
out in the sacred cause of self dtfenctj 
is unmanly;—but, to drag in his brother, 
is infamous. The reason of this is sup- 
posed to be, the hatred which Barlow 
hears towards the general, for opposing 
his nomination in the senate on account ot 

some charges existing against B’s charac- 
ter as a public agent. Though B. affects 
to be a Christian, tie never forgives. 

* You see none of these are unrewarded: 

Jorving is appointed ambassador tt Denmark ; 

Barlow to France ; and Gallatin remains in- 

triguer in chi f, nofwi'hstandiug his apostacy 
Jcom democratic principle*, 

BALTIMORE, July 17. 
Release of American Property. 

Whilst with every good American, wc 

are hound to rejoice at even a remote ap- 
pearance of the release of any property of 
our fellow-citizens, held by Bonaparte in 

sequestration, we are sorry to find, that 
the amount designated in the intelligence 
furnished by our correspondent at New- 
York, does not embrace a greater class 
of French spoliations. The cargoes not 

covered by licences, which arrived ia 
France after the first of November last, 
consisted almost exclusively of fish and 
cotton, transported in small fast sailing 
vessels, which would not admit of stowage 
to any valuable amount. All the proper- 
ty therefore, promised to be restored, docs 
not amount probably to more than one 

hundred thousand dollars, certainly not to 
two hundred thousand dollars. For the 
release, should it ever be converted from 
the promise of a faithless despot into a 

fact, is confined to such American vessels 
as arrived in France subsequent to the 1st 
of November, and which have been so 

fortunate as in the passage not to have be- 
come obnoxious to the operation of the 
Berlin, Milan and Bayonne decrees. Nor 
does the promise include the restoration of 
what was seized under the Rambouiliet 
decree, amounting to more than forty 

millions of dollars: it does not even e0*. 
template compensation for the many ya. 
Suable vessels and cargoes burnt and sunk 
under the orders of Bonaparte. Slioul^ 
therefore, the full amount of what is now 

promised to be restored, be really extii. 
eated from the tyrant’s gripe, it cannot he 
considered as any fair pledge oi good ! 
faith, but rather designed for sinister jiur. j 
poses, to answer as the bait ot further 
delusion, and to gain an opportunity ot 

practising deceit upon a larger scale. 
For let it be carefully remarked and 

remembered, that no relaxation or change 
in the French decrees is promised or hint, 
ed at. They remain, the solemn and re- 

peated engagements to the contrary not- 

withstanding, in full force against us, tu 

the fundamental law of France, never to 

he changed til! England makes tomes 

sions, which she never will, unless slid*, 
comes indifferent <o her ow'n safety and 

ready to surrender her government. |*r 
liberty, and every thing dear and iuesti- 
rouble to her inhabitants, into the hands 
of her revengeful and implacable enemy. 

We are disposed to consider this aspect 
towards a partial restoration of seized 

property, as having two objects princi. 
pally in view l*t, to give color and 

countenance to the co*operating acts of 

our government in the continental system, 
to which wc have become parties in form 
_and 2d, to confuse, obstruct, and if pm. 
sible prevent any settlement oi our differ- 
ences with Great Britain, to which the 

French government was invited by the de- 

parture of Mr. Foster on bis mission. 
A little lime will verify these suggei- 

tions; and should even so inconsiderable 
an amount of projierty really return to the 

hands of its owners, 11 win ue a cucap 

proof of Bonaparte’s love, which will not 

fail to swell the hopes and quicken tU 

zeal of his numerous retainers in and out 

of the government. In the most favora- 
ble point of view, it can be considered as 

but a very trifling acknowledgement f.ip 

the condescension exercised towards him 
in confiscating both British and American 

property to a larger amount, under the 

retrospective act of the last session, com- 

monly called the non-intercourse law. 

And so we have another example of the 

cunning tyrant alternating his treatment 

between chastisement and blandishments, 
in order more certainly to secure compli- 
ance with his will, hut in both cases taking 
care to render the discipline costly to us 

alone. 

Foreign Intelligence. 
BRITISH PARLIAMENT. 

TTocsr, of Commons, Mny 27. 

The Duke of Fork—Lord Milton gavt 
notice that on an early dav he intended 
to submit a motion to the House on ths 

subject of the re-appointment of the Duke 
of York to the office of commander in 
chief. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer wish- 
ed that a day should he named. 

Lord Milton said that Thursday next 

was full* and therefore he could not well 

fix an earlier day than Thursday sen’night. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer wal 

satisfied with this arrangement 

LONDON. May 28. 
The Prince of Wales Packet, eapt, 

Macon, arrived yesterday morning at Har- 
...S.k A nk/.!i *1.0 mail WOB r.llt eft 
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shore on Sunday at Yarmouth. By th® 

passengers we learn, that the fleet under 
the command of Sir J. Saumarcz remains 
ai Wingo Sound, that the boat’s crew of 
one of the ships that went ashore for 
sand and w ere made prisoners, have been 
released in consequence of Sir Jamc* 
sending a flag of truce to demand then. 
The cargoes of the Prussian ships detain- 
ed at Carl sham, have been unloaded and 
carried up the country. A demand ha* 
been made for the restitution of such part 
as is British property, and should the 
Swedes resist this demaud, it is general- 
ly thought that hostilities will commence: 
one fact is certain that about 60 or TO 
bullocks were on their way to the spa‘ 

coast for the supply of our ships, 2nd 
which were stopjied by order of the po- 
lice, and not suffered to pjoceed. 

Paris papers to the 21 st instant hava 
been received in town. Their content* 
continue to be without much importance, 
except that we are informed in them of 

the arrival of Joseph Bonaparte at Pari*> 
with whose departure from Spain we 

were before acquainted. As he had 
thought it advisable to come “ in person 

* 

from the Peninsula, so lie is said to have 

gone “ in person” to congratulate Bona- 

parte on the birth of his son. The ac- 

knowledged presence of this fugitive fa 
Paris, must tend to give a clearer notion 


