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MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED
THOUSAND DOLLARS--S 100,000

Will Be Paid to the Survivors of the Colored People
Who Lost Their Lives
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MR. AUGUSTUS

1919.

One of the Directors and Heavy Stockholders of the Public Life
Insurance Company. The Greatest Champion of the Cause
of the Colored People in Chicago, Who Has Scored or Won
a Great Legal Victory in the Settlement of His Race Riot
Cases, His Claims Against the City of Chicago Amounting to
More Than One Hundred Thousand Dollars.
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Almost three years have rolled on
into eternity since the bloody "race
riots occurred in this city the latter
part of July, 191S) or, to speak more
correctly July 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, and
Aucust 1. even before that time a few
minor clashes occurred between the
races during the middle and the latter
part of June of the same year, and
even unto this day thousands of the
colored people firmly believe that
hundreds of white persons were
killed by the colored people in vari-

ous ways and their bodies
thrown or tossed into Bubbly
creek in the dark hours of the night
and thousands of white persons are
still firmly convinced that hundreds
of colored people met their deaths at
the Tiands of the whites in various
unaccountable ways and that their
bodies were cased into Bubbly creek
or were deposited in Lake Michigan
and that their deaths have been care-

fully suppressed and that the world
at large never will know just how
many colored people lost their lives
at the hands of the whites during the
"race riots" in this fair city in 1919.

Hon. Peter M. Hoffman, coroner
of Cook Count', states in his ex-

haustive report on the "race riots" in
this city which lies before us:

"The people of the city of Chicago
should be informed of the true facts
of the 'race riots,' especially as to
the number who lost their lives in
order that false rumors may be set
at rest and the good name of the
City of Chicago be redeemed1!

"As many people believe, in and out
of the city, that thousands were
killed and the facts suppressed from
the oublic. I. Peter M. Hoffman,
coroner, do hereby certify under oath
and the official seal of my office that
the total number of deaths due to
race rioting in the city of Chicago
for the year 1919, numbered thirty-eig- ht

(38), fifteen (15) whites, and
twenty-thre- e (23) colored.

"PETER M. HOFFMAN,
"Coroner of Cook County."

It may not be out of place at this

time to further quote from the report

of Coroner Hoffman for in the end

it may be of some benefit to all the
people residing in the great city of
Chicago.

"Five days of terrible hate and pas-

sion let loose cost the people of Chi-

cago not only thirty-eig- ht lives, but
wounded and maimed several hundred,
destroyed property of untold value,

filled thousands with awful fright and

blemished the good name of our fair
city, and left in Jts wake fear and

apprehension for the future.

"Race feeling and distrust reaches

far back into thehistory of the past.

While new, perhaps, to Chicago, other
cities and communities have tasted of

its frightfulness, and yet race antag-

onism in itself rarely gets beyond
T,,n and control, the real danger lies

ru thr criminal and hoodlum ele

ment, wfiite and colored, who are
quick to take advantage of an in-

cipient race riot conditions to spread
tt, firehrands of disorder, thievery,

arson, lust and murder, and under

the cover of large numbers, to give
full sway to cowardly, animal and,

criminal Sistmctx."

The riot iurv selected by Coroner

Hoffman was impaneled July 28,

1019. and. it was composed of the fbl--

1vtiit nersons: Rev. R-- Keene Ryan,

foreman; Rev. J. P. Brushlngham,
vnn, T Tifflon. Roy T. Wood, A.

w ifrMIchael and E. N. Ware, and

for almost three months the jury held

M!nnt aad it visited hospitals, un
dertakers, and scene of the riouag.

During
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received statements from the rela-

tives and friends of all t ic victims,
attended, the exhumation o one body
at Lincoln cemetery for fuller con-

firmation as to the course of the bul-

let wound; it held seventy day ses-

sions and twenty night sessions on
inquest work, examining! approxi-
mately four hundred and fifty wit-

nesses, the testimony taken, amount-
ing to 5,584 folio pages typewritten.
Twenty men were held toithc grand
jury for murder or manslaughter, one
held to court martial foe murder.
There were seven cases of, Justifiable
homicide, recommendation Ithat un-

known rioters be apprehended and
punished was made in eighteen cases,
one colored police officer vas killed,
three men were killed Tjy police offi-

cers.
Lawyer Augustus L. Williams Highly

Praised by Coroner Hoffman
Coroner Hoffman, in his masterful

report, which is worthy to be read by
all the citizens of Chicago, has this
to say in relation to Lawyer Augus-

tus L. Williams:
"The Peace and Protective Associa-

tion of Chicago and the Cook County
Bar Association, colored organiza-

tions, were ably represented by Mr.
A. L. Williams."

Without receiving one dollar in pay
and at the same time neglecting his

own business. Mr. Williams attended
every session of the coroner's jury,
looking after the interests of all the
colored people who appeared before

it from time to time, manfully fight-

ing and contending for their rights
and when it was all over the sur
vivors of 21 colored persons who had

lost their lives as the result of the
race riots and the friends or rela-

tives of five others who had sustained
personal injuries, called on Mr. Wil
liams and urged him to put forth his
best efforts and honest endeavor to
do something for them in the higher
courts of Cook county in the way of
recovering some money from the
City of Chicago to partly pay them for
the great losses which they had sus-

tained in the deaths of their dearly
beloved ones, many of them did not
have one dollar to start suits in any
court and the money for that purpose
came forth out of the pockets of Mr,

Williams and out of the pockets of
one or two of his close friends, often
stretching every point to raise enough
money to file the twenty-on- e death
cases and the personal injury cases,
money had to be advanced from time
to time to buy food, coal, medicine
for the sick children and to pay room
or bouse rent for those who had so
suddenly been deprived of their main
support by the deaths of their hus
bands and fathers.

Everything looked very dark and
gloomy for Mr. Williams and his few
tried and true friends who had un
bounded faith in his legal ability to
do something in the Circuit or Supe-

rior courts of this county for those
poor unfortunate colored men, women
and children who were so sorely in
dire need of helping hands.

All the leading colored lawyers and
many white ones, too, for that mat-

ter, heartily laughed at Mr. Williams.
Some claimed that he was light
headed, that he never id nor never
would know the least thing about
mob and lynch law as denned by the
statutes of Illinois, that he was sim
ply fooling the poor ignorant colored
people oo.t of their hard-earn- ed

money and that the c&ances were ten
to one that he would never start any
mob and lynch law suits for them
and even if he did start the suits that

the Race Riots,

he would never be able to finally re-

cover one dollar in money in any of
the courts in Illinois.

Not one of the newspapers pub-

lished in the interest of the colored
race in this city, outside of The Broad
Ax, would give Mr. Williams the
slightest publicity through their col-

umns, as to what he was attempting
to do for the everlasting benefit of
his race, unless they received pay-

ment for the same in advance; but
this newspaper stuck to him through
thick and thin, cheering him and urg-

ing him to continue to press forward
in his great struggle for the right
and as sure as the bright shining sun
rose in the extreme east and set in

the far west that he would meet with
success 'by andiy, and now, after as-

sisting Mr. Williams every way that
we possibly could for almost three
years, in connection with his race riot
cases, we are able to greatly rejoice
with him in winning by far the
greatest legal victory that has so far
been won by any colored lawyer in
the United States.

On Wednesday, May 25, 1921, Mr.
Williams tried his first riot case be-

fore Judge Samuel C Stough, sitting
in the Superior Court of Cook county,
that of Ada Dozier, widow, vs. City
of Chicago. The jury was composed
of twelve white men, the city was
represented by Hon. Charles Pease,
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THE A. M. E. MINISTERIAL AL-

LIANCE OF CHICAGO SOUNDS
THE PRAISES OF ATTORNEY
AUGUSTUS L. WILLIAMS AND
JULIUS F. TAYLOR.

On Monday morning, July 10th, at
the regular weekly meeting of the
A. M. E. Ministerial Alliance of Chi-

cago, Mr. Julius F. Taylor, Editor of
The Broad Ax conveyed to said or-

ganization the information that At-

torney Augustus L. Williams had
successfully won the fight for com-

pensating the relatives of the colored
victims of the Chicago Race Riots of
1919. This information was gladly re-

ceived, and the president of the Al-

liance instructed the secretary to pre- -
pare a resolution commending Mr.
Williams on his success.

Resolution:

Whereas, the A. M. E. Ministerial
Alliance, having learned of the suc
cessful fight which was made by At--i

torney Augustus L. Williams, nobly
aided by Mr. Julius F. Taylor, in be- -
half of the dependents and relatives,
of the unfortunate victims of the Chi-

cago Race Riots of 1919.
R Tt PMolirr?, , That rr , th mMn--

k

bers of the A. M. E. Ministerial Al-

liance of Chicago, do heartily com-- !
mend Mr. Augustus L. Williams,

for his courage, per-

severance, legal ability, and loyal de-

votion to the cause of the Negro vic-

tims of the Chicago Race Riots in so
nobly championing their cause and
bringing it to' the successful issue
whereby compensation will be
awarded by the city to-th- eir relatives
and dependents.

Belt Further Resolved, That we ex-

press to Mr. Augustus L. Williams
our profound thanks and gratitude
for his courageous and successful ef-

forts in behalf of our Race, and that
we also express our gratitude to Mr.
Julius F. Taylor for encouraging and
assisting Mr. Augustus L. Williams in
his successful fight.

THE A. M. E. MINISTERIAL
ALLIANCE,

Rer. S-- L. Bat, President.
Rev. J. N. Geddard, Secretary.
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HON. SAMUEL

Chicago's Greatest Corporation Counsel, Being Backed Up by
Hon. John A. Richert, Chairman of the Finance Committee,
and by the City Council Itself, He Will in a Short Time Set-
tle Up All the Race Riot Cases, Under the Control of
Attorney Augustus L. Williams.
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HON. JOHN

A. ETTELSON

A. RICHERT

The Hoaest aad Faithful Chairman of the Fhumce Coauaktee,
Who Is m the Fufclic Eye for Mayor of Chicago in 1923, Has
Worked Mighty Hard to Settle Up tha Race Uot Casw,
Uader the Swfel tkaem of Lawyer Angnrtu L. Wiflia .


