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UNWORTHY RULER OF ROME

History Accords Low Place to Commo-
dus, Whom Fortune Capriciously

Lifted to High Estate.

Commodus was a Boman emperor,
notorious for his cruel and voluptu-
ous character. He was endowed with
extraordinary strength, and often ap-
peared In Imitation of Hercules,
dressed In a lion's skin and armed
with n club. To display his skill and
strength In arms he appeared publicly
In the amphitheater. As his oppo-
nents were armed with weapons of tin
or lead, while he was encased In Im-

penetrable armor, he had naturally an
easy victory on every occasion. For
his amusement he cut asunder per-
sons, put out their eyes, and mutilated
their noses, etc.

Onmmodus was strangled by the
gladiator Narcissus, who was hired
to commit the deed by Marcla, the
mistress of Commodus. who had
plotted with members of his official
family, to put him out of the way.
When he died the senate declared him
an enemy of the state, ordered his
statues to be broken to pieces, and
his name to be erased from all public
Inscriptions. Detroit News.

Searching for Shock.
There are so many Instances where

speech and hearing have been restored
by a severe shock that there Is a gen-

eral notion among deaf and dumb per-
sons that their salvation rests in this
direction. Consequently they are re-

sorting to airplane trips as a means
of restoring their functions. The man-
ager of the air station at Croydon,
England, reports that he is besieged
with requests from these afflicted per-
sons who are hopeful that an experi-
ence in midair might supply the nec-
essary shock. The parents of an af-

flicted child brought their offspring to
the station and made a request that
the child be taken aloft with the Idea
of possibly curing her, but aside from
the tonic effect upon the child there
was no other result The child re-

turned to the ground In a very happy
frame of mind and was delighted with
her experience. It has been suggest-
ed that the trip aloft does not have
the desired effect for the reason that
the various experiences In the air are
more or less expected and therefore
the element of suddenness and shock
are lacking.
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Pretty Helene Chadwick was born In
Chadwick, N. Y., where her father was
nretident of the silk mill. Rh I. h
granddaughter of Lord Chadwick of

. England. She was educated In New
, York and spent ail of her life there

until 1916 when she heeded the call of
the silent drama. In her first picture,
as a "movie" star. Miss Chadwick
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THE RIGHT THING
at the

RIGHT TIME
BtMARY MARSHALLDUFFEB

WHAT WE TALK ABOUT

Who think too little and who talk
too much. Dryden.

TX7HAT would seem an Indelicate
""or unsuitable subject for conver-

sation In one age would seem quit
proper In another. Our ideas about
such things depend very much on the
period In which we live. The girl of
today would never hesitate to bring
up and discuss In a more or less sci-

entific way matters of human Inter-
est that our grandmothers would have
regarded as too shocking to be spoken
of In their own rooms, and then In
a whisper. But those grandmothers
trhen they were young would have dis-

cussed their petty household problems
and gossiped ubout their servants and
their neighbors In a way that the
girl of today would regard as unpar-
donable.

"Since the war we talk about any
thing," a woman said a day or so ago
In apology for having brought up a
grewsome story at a dinner gathering.
Another woman suggested that If our
boys have been enduring such fright-
ful experiences as they have we cer
tainly ought not to feel squeamish )

about talking about these wings, as
a matter of fact, the boys who have
been through the worst do not usu-
ally want to dwell very long on such
subjects. Doctors and nurses returned j

from overseas service almost never
j recall their grewsome experiences In i

' social Intercourse, and assuredly It Is

IVIJ lUU AU..I. AV... ..fw. ....JW..W141 ordeal of listening to grewsome or
loathsome experiences. But still there

: are some people who delight In just
this sort of thing. They keep mem-
bers of their families and their host-
esses on pins and needles, too, for fear
they will say something that Is in bad
taste.

In one respect we have made rapid
strides of late years. We are far less
Inclined to mur the serenity of a din- -

i Her puny ur uuier wuu &aiucuug
Dy vioieni political discussion.

This much we learned during the
first months of the European war, be-

fore we had weighed the situation la
Europe as a nation and when then
were sure to be violently opposed
points of view on the whole subject.
In Washington society at that time,
especially. It was really regarded u
most Illbred to start a political dis-

cussion. People avoided talking about
the war In social conversation. It was
the only way that people could meet
each other and find any kind of com-

fort or recreation In such Intercourse.
Our greatest danger now is In taking
the joy out of our conversations by
talking over the events and conditions
of the war. Let's take this In hand
the way we took the matter of politi-

cal differences before the war. Let's
make up our minds not to bring up
and not to encourage In others sub-

jects that are depressing or nervm-rackln- g,

save when by discussing them
we can effect some good.
(9. It IS. Sr UcOon Ntwspcptr BmdlcaU.)

A UHE 0' CHEER

By John Kendrick Bang.

IN GRATITUDE

TM OOINO to laugh and cms
I today

Aad aa a totrlnr otrd be say
Not only for that mines ara good
But truly out of gratitude
For all the blessing sprsad upon
The falshwaya I must travel on.
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Beys' Teseests.
Vm--r ssBart are little boys

la shades of gray aad tug wa
lars of --squirrel-and Beaver. j
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THE RESTLESS FORCE
Since the day of its inception, it has
constituted the driving power ofcount-
less thousands.
From Pole to Pole in every country
under the sun, men have struggled,
slaved, lusted and died for its possession. In New
York and London it is the great working force
which produces the efforts of mighty interests.
Buddhist, Mohammedan, Jew and Christian all
pay homage and worship at a common shrine.
We know it as
THE AMERICAN DOLLAR. Hoarded it re-
mains idle and useless. Squandered it develops
into a treacherous menace. Conserved wisely,
harnessed and compelled to work it produces,
creates, inspires.
Financial experts keen, conservative brains of the
commercial world submit the logical solution:
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