
Letter from Hon- - James Buchanan.
v. .,.', - ' v v " .,.y - - ;

Whxvixaho, (near Lancaster.) Not. l 1850.
Gcim.BMEir: 1 have been honored by the receipt

of your very kind invitation, in behalf of the friends

of the constitution and tha Union, without distinction
of party, resident in the city and county of Philade-
lphia.'' to attend a public meeting, to be held on th
L.. . . .l in.:.... f . I rprrrpt thnxist instant, ai w muaoti"" - .

eingagoments, which 1 need not specify, win aepuve
neof the pleasure and th-- privilege of .uniting with
k. mat-- patriotic and enlightened community of your

city and county in manifesting their attachment for
the constitution and the Union, in the present alarm-in- g

crisis in our public affairs.

- On a recent occasion, at the celebration of the ope-

ning of the eastern portion of our great central rail-

road from Philadelphia to Pittsburg, I said that the
cordial support of that magnificent improvement was
a platform on which all Pennsylvania, of every po-

litical denomination, could stand together in harmo-

ny. The sentiment elicited an enthusiastic response
from all present, .whether' democrats or whigs. 1

now av that the platform of our blessed Union ia
atroog enough and broad enough to sustain all true- -

hearted Americans. 11 is an eievuiea, glorious
platform, on which the down-trodd- en nations of the
earth sraze with hope and desire, with admiration and
astonishment. Our Union ia a star in the West,
whose rental and steadily-increasin- influence will.
at last, should we remain a united people, dispel the

world. Its moral Dower will nrove to be more po
tent than millions of armed mercenaries. And shall
this (rlorious star set in darkness before it has accom
plished half its mission 1 Heaven forbi J ! Let us
all exclaim with the heroic Jackson. "The Union
mut ami shall ha nreaervp.il."

And what a Union tbia has been ! The history of
the human race presents no parallel to it. The. bit

of striped bunting, which was to be swiftly swept
from the ocean by the British navy, according to the
prediction of a British statesman previous to the war

r into ia nnar icnlav in everv sea and in every
port of the habitable globe. Our glorious stars and

tripes the flag of our country, now protect Ameri-- -

cans in every clime. I am a Roman citizen !" was
once ine prouaexciiiian"" "
mA ih ancient Roman from insult and injustice. 44 1

am an American citizen ! is now an exclamation of
almost equal potency throughout the civilized world.
This is a tribute due to the power and the resources
of these (nirty-on- e united States. In a just cause we
may defy the world in arms. We have lately pre-mont-

a snmbiRla which has astonished even the
reateat eaolain of the ave. At the call o( their coun

try, an irresistible host of armed men, and men, too,
skilled in the nse of arms, sprung up like the soldiers
of Cadmus, from the mountains and valleys of our

t onnftulpnicv. The struggle 'amonj them was
not who should remain at home, but who should en
ioy the privilege of braving the dangers and thepriva- -

tinna nf TntPiern war in defence of their country s
rio-lit- Heaven forbid that the question of slavery
ahonld ever nrove to be the stone thrown into their
midst by Cadmus to make them turn their arms against
each other and perish in mutual conflict !

Whilst our power as a united people secures us
against the injustice and assaults of foreign enemies,
what has been our condition at home 1 Here every
citizen stands erect in the proud proportions bestowed
upon him by his Maker, and feels himself equal to
his fellow-me- n. He is protected by a government
of just laws in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and
property; he sits down under his own vine and his
own fig tree, and there is none to make him afraid. A
vast confederacy composed of thirty-on- e sovereign
and independent States is open before him, in which
he feels himself to be everywhere at home, and may
anywhere throughout its extended limits seek his
own prosperity and happiness in his own way. The
most perfect freedom of intercourse prevails among
all the Slates.

Here the blessings of free trade have been realized
under the constitution of the United States, and, by
the consent of all, to a greater extent than the world
has ever witnessed. Our domestic, tonnage and Cap-
itol .mnTnvail in thia tmO 0Vfipfl- - hpvnmt all fom.
parison, that employed in our trade, with all the rest
of the world. The mariner of Maine, after braving
the dangers of the passage around Cape Horn, finds
himself at home in his own country, when entering
the distant port of San Francisco, on the other side
of the world.

Heaven seems to have bound these States together
by adamantine bonds of powerful interest. They are
mutually dependent on each other mutually neces-
sary to each other's welfare. The numerous and
powerful Commonwealths which are spread over the
vallev of the Mississippi must seek the markets of
the world for their productions, through the mouth
of that father of rivers. A strong naval power is ne
cessary to keen this channel always free in time of
war, and an immense commercial marine is required
to carry their productions to the markets of the world
and bring back their returns. The same remark ap
plies with almost rqual force to the cotton-growin- g

and planting States on, the Gulf of Mexico and on
the Atlantic. Who is to supply tbis naval power
and this commercial marine 1 1 he hardy and enter
prising sons of the North, whose home has always
been on the mountain wave. Neither the pursuits
nor the habits of the people ot the western and the
southern States fit them for such an employment.
They are naturally the producers, whilst the northern
people are the carriers. This establishes a mutual
and profitable dependence upon each other, which is
one of the strongest bonds of our Union.

The common sufferings and common glories of the
past, the prosperity of the present, and the brilliant
hopes of the future, must impress every patriotic heart
with deep love and devotion for the Union. Who
that is now a citizen of this vast republic, extending
trora the St. Lawrence to the Kio Urande, and from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, does not shudder at the
idea of being transiormed into a citizen of one of its
broken, jealous, and hostile fragments f W hat pat-
riot would not rather shed the last drop of his blood
than see the thirty-on- e brilliant stars which now float
proudly upon our country's nag, amid the battle and
the breeze, rudely torn from the national banner, and
scattered in confusion over the face of the earth 1

Rest assured that all the patriotic emotions of eve--
. lV trnhflrtorl 'PnnBvlranian in VAr iKa ITninnaawaaa m avuaav a w llf aaa w va va. tliu u BBBuaa

, and the constitution, are shared by the southern peo- -
pie, v aat oatue-nei- a nas not Deen illustrated by
their gallant deeds! And when, in our history, have
they ever shrunk from sacrifices and sufferings in the
cause of their country J What, then, means the mut-
tering thunder which we hear from the South 1 The
signs of the times are truly portentous. Whilst many
in thn Month nnpnlv aH vrra to tha itjnoa rF am.c.i;
and disunion, a large majority, as i firmly believe,
still londly cling to the Union, awaiting with deep
anxiety the action of the North on the Compromise
lately effected in Congress. Should this be disre-
garded and nullified by the citizens of the North, the
.southern people may become united ; and then fare-
well, a long farewell, to our blessed Union. I am
no alarmist; but a brave and wise man looks danger
steadily in the face. - This is the best means of avoid- -

. ing it. I am deeply impressed with the conviction
that the North neither sufficiently understands nor
appreciates the danger. 1 or my own part, 1 have
been Steadiiv watchinv its nnnrnach fnr thn last fif.
teen years. During that period I have often sounded
the alarm; but my feeble warnings have been disre
garded. now solemnly declare, as the deliberate
conviction of my judgment, that two things are ne-
cessary to preserve this Union frotn the most immi-
nent danger : ........

1. Agitation in the North on the subject of south- -
rn alavorw m fi o t Ka ralin 1. nJ . I J t. --. ...

' energetic, and enlightened public opinion.
. i&iuib-,- c taw must oe execu lea in us

letter and in its spirit, .

'On each of these points I shall offer a few obser-
vations .

Those are greatly mistaken who suppose that the
tempest which is now raging in the South has been
raised solely by the acts or omissions of the presentCongress. The minds of the southern people have

vbeen gradually prepared for this explosion by theevents of the last fifteen years. Much and devoted-
ly as they love the Union, many of them are nowtaught to believe that the peace of their own firesidesnd the security of their families cannot be preserved
rrZ"eparation tota Tne rusade of the

Peace and security

of it iVtoLtSn IO D,enofthat year, speaks
lso V,?mP toWet 44 1 must

prodawdi.01'01 v the painful excitement
the mails inflam

b "tempts to circulate through
ion. f the riary ?VX addressed to the

calculated?P?nU,nd " of pub--, : toatuwlat. th,m to immrreciion,

n

ihd produce all the horror of a servile war. .From v

that period the agitation ifi the North against southern
slavery lias been incessant, by means of the press,
of State legislatures. State and county conventions, -

abolition lectures, and every other method which fa-- f
natics and demagogues 1 could devise. The time 'of-- .

Congress has been wasted in violent harangues on
the subject of slavery. Inflammatory appeals have
been sent trth from this central point throughout the
country rthe inevitable, effect of which has been to
create geographical parties, so much dreaded by the
Father of bis Country, and to estrange the northern
and southern divisions nf the Union from each other.
. ' Before the Wilmot Proviso was interposed, the ab-

olition of slavery in the District of Columbia had
been the chier theme of agitation. Petitions tor tnis
purpose, by thousands, from men, women, and chil
dren, poured into Congress session after session. .The

"

rights and the wishes of the owners of slaves wunin
the District were boldly disregarded. Slavery was
denounced as a national sin and a national disgrace.
which the laws of God and the laws of man ought
to abolish, cost what it might. . It mattered not to
the fanatics that the abolition of slavery in the Dis-

trict would convert it into a citidel in the midst of
two slaveholding States, from which the abolition-ist- s

could securely scatter arrows, firebrands, and
death all around. It mattered not to them that the
abolition of slavery in the District would be a viola-

tion of the spirit of tbe constitution and of the im-

plied faith pledged to Maryland and Virginia, because
the whole world knows that those States would nev-

er have ceded it to tho Union, had they imagined it
could ever be converted by Congress into a place
from which their domestic peace and security might
be assailed by fanatics and abolitionists. Nay, the
abolitionists went even still further. They agitated
for the Diirnose of abolishing slavery in the forts,

I arsenals, and navy yards which the southern States
1. . . .. . rr r... .u.had ceded to tne union, unaer iiiecunsiiiuiiun, ur u
protection and defence of the country.

Thus stood the question when the Wilmot Provi-
so was interposed to add fuel to the flame, and to ex-

cite the southern people to madness.
President Polk was anxious to bring the war with

Mexico to an honorable conclusion with the least
possible delay. He deemed it highly probable that
an appropriation by Congress of $2,000,000, to be
paid to the Mexican government immediately after
the conclusion of peace, might essentially aid him in
accomplishing this desirable object. He sent a mes-

sage to this effect to Congress in August 1846 ; aud
whilst the bill granting the appropriation was pending
before the House, Mr. Wilmot offered his famous
Proviso as an amendment, which was carried by a
majority of nineteen votes. This amendment, had it
even been proper in itself, was out of time and out of
place, because it had not then been ascertained wheth-
er we should acquire any territory from Mexico, and,
in point of fact, the treaty of peace was not conclu-
ded until eighteen months thereafter. Besides, this
Proviso, by defeating the appropriation, was calcula-
ted," though I cannot believe it was intended, to pro-
long the war.

The Wilmot Proviso, until near the termination of
the last session of Congress, defeated every attempt
to form territorial governments for our Mexican ac-

quisitions. Had such governments been established
at the proper time, California would have changed
her territorial into a State government, and would
have come into the Union as naturally as a young
man enters upon his civil rights at the age of twenty-on- e,

producing scarcely a ripple upon the surface of
public opinion.

What consequences have resulted from the Provi-
so ? It placed the two divisions of the Union in hos-

tile array. The people of each, instead of consider-
ing the people of the other as brethien, began to view
each other as deadly enemies. Whilst northern leg-
islatures were passing resolutions instructing their
senators and requesting their representatives to vote
for the Wilmot Proviso and for laws to abolish slave-
ry in the District of Columbia, southern legislatures
and conventions, prompted and sustained by the in-

dignant and united voice of the southern people, were
passing resolutions pledging themselves to measures
of resistance. The spirit of fanaticism was in the
ascendant. To euch a height had it mounted, that a
bill introduced into the House of Representatives by
Mr. Giddings, during the last session of the last
Congress, authorizing the slaves in the District of
Columbia to vote on tbe question whether they them-
selves should be free men, was defeated, on the mo-
tion of my friend, Mr. Broad head of this State, by
the slender majority of only twenty-si- x votes.

Thus stood the question when the present Congress
assembled. That body at first presented the appear-
ance of a Polish Diet, divided into hostile parties,
rather than that of the representatives of a great and
united people, assembled in the land of Washington,
Jefferson, and Jackson, to consult and act together as
brethren in promoting the common good of the whole
republic.

It would be the extreme of dangerous infatuation
to suppose that the Union was not then in serious
danger. Had the Wilmot Proviso become a law, or
had slavery been abolished in the District of Colum-
bia, nothing short of a special interposition of Divine
Providence could have prevented the secession of
most if not all of the slaveholding States.

It was from this great and glorious old Common-
wealth, rightly denominated the 44 Keystone of the
Arch," that the first ray of light emanated to dispel
the gloom. She is not conscious of her own power.
She stands between the North and the South, and
can lay her hand on either party, and say, "Thus far
shall thou go, and no further." The wisdom, mod-
eration, and firmness of her people calculate her emi-
nently to act as the just and equitable umpire between
the extreme.

It was the vote in our State house of representa-
tives, refusing to consider the instructing resolutions
in favor of the Wilmot Proviso, which first cheered
the heart of every patriot in the land. This was
speedily followed by a vote of the House of Repre-
sentatives at Washington, nailing the Wilmot Provi-
so itself to the table. And here I ought not to forget
the great meeting held in Philadelphia, on the birth-
day of the Father of his Country, in favor of the
Union, which gave a happy and irresistible impulse
to public opinion throughout the State, and, I may
add, throughout the Union.

The honor of the South has been saved by the ,

Compromise. The Wilmot Proviso is forever dead,
and slavery will never be abolished in the District of
Columbia whilst it continues to exist in Maryland.
The receding storm in the South still continues to
dash with violence, but it will gradually subside,
should agitation cease in the North. All that is ne-
cessary for us to do is to execute the fugitive-slav-e
law, and to let the southern people alone, suffering
them to manage their own domestic concerns in their
own way. A Virginia farmer once asked me if there
were two neighbors living together, what wou4 I
think if one of them should be eternally interfering
in the domestic concerns of the other! Could they
possibly live tpgether in peace! - .

VV ithout reference to the harmony and safety of the
Union, what a blessing would this policy of

be, not only to the slaves and the free ne-
groes, but even to the cause of constitutional emanci-
pation itself!

Since the agitation commenced, the slave has been
deprived pf many privileges which be formerly en-
joyed, because of the stern necessity thus imposed
upon the master to provide for his personal safety and
that of his family. The free negro, for the same
overruling reason, is threatened with expulsion from
the land of his nativity in the South; and there are
strong indications in several of the northern Statesthat they will refuse to afford him an asylum. 1

The cause of emancipation itself has rreat!y suffer-
ed by the agitation. If left to its constitutional andnatural course, laws, ere this would roost probably
have existed for the gradual abolition of slavery inthe States of Maryland," Virginia, Kentucky, and
MlSSOUn. The Current Of DUblic Onininn ttraa ranrrino
strongly in that direction before the abolition excite--
uiem coiraenceo, especially in Virginia. There ameasure having directly in view the vraH.ial .hoiit;nn
of slavery offered, too, by tbe grandson of Thomas
Jefferson came within one vote, if
serves me, of passing tbe house ofdelegates. Through
out Virginia, as well as in tbe other three States,
which I have mentioned, the.re was then a powerful,
influential, and growing party in favor of irenera!
emancipation, cheered on to exertion- - by the bright--
est hopes of success. What has now become of this '
party 1 It has gone ; it is numbered with the thinrsthat bave been. The interference of northern fanTu '
ics with the institution of slavery in the Sonth ha.so excited and exasperated the Deo Die. that thrA !

no man in that resrion bold enouerh to utter a .mi. i
ment in favor of uraA
or the aVolmoniats have long, very Ion?.' postponed J
ine aay or emancipation in these States. Throughout :

the grain-growi- ng slave states, powerful causes were j

in operation," which most,, before many years, have
produced --gradual emancipation. ..Ihese Jjave been
counteracted by tne violence anu ouj oi ws iuw
litionists. They have done infinite mischief. ' They
bave not only brought the Union into immnent peril.
Km hv have inflicted the greatest evils both on the
slave and on Jhe free negrothe avowed objects . of
their regard. - v - - - -

Let me, then, call upon your powerful and influ-

ential meeting, as they Value the Union of these
States, the greatest political blessing eyer conferred
by a bountiful Providence upon man as they .value

tbe well being ot the slave and free negroas they
value even the cause of regular and constitutional
emancipation to exert all their energies to put down
the long-continu- ed agitation in the North against
slavery in the South. Is it unreasonable that the
s.ith should : make ibis demand 1 - The agitation
has reached such a height that the Southern people feeJqns1
their personal security to be involved. It has filled

h minds of the slaves with vae-o- e notion of eman
cipation, and in the language of General Jackson

threatens. 44 to stimulate them to insurrection and
produce all the horrors of a servile war." " Although
any such attempt on their part would be easily" and
speedily suppressed, yet what fYorrors might not in
the mean time be perpetrated! Many a mother now
retires to rest at night under dreadful apprehensions
of what may befall herself and her family before the

ia the ' first instinct of
nature; and therefore any state of society in which'the
sword of Damocles is all the time suspended over the
heads of the people must, at last, become intolerable.
To judge correctly of our relative duties towards the
people of the South, we ought to place ourselves in
their position, and do onto them as we would . they
should do untoTis under similar circumstances. This
is the golden rule. It was under its benign influence
that our constitution of mutual compromise and con-

cession was framed, and by the same spirit alone
can it be maintained. Do the people of the North
act in this Christain spirit, whilst stigmatizing their
brethren of the South with the harshest epithets, and
imputing to them a high degree of moral guilt because
slavery has been entailed upon them by their forefa-

thers! and this, loo, with a knowledge that the con-

sequences of these assaults must be to place in peril
their personal safety, and that of all they hold most
dear on eaith. I repeat that this constant agitation
must be arrested by the firm determination and reso-
lute action of the vast majority of the people of the
North, who are known to disapprove it, or the sacri-

fice of our glorious Union may and probably will be
at last the consequence.

I shall proceed to present to you some views upon
the subject of the ed fugitive-slav- e

law. It is now evident, from all the signs of the
times, that this is destined to become the principal
subject of agitation at the next session of Congress,
and to take the place of the Wilmot Proviso. Its
total repeal or lis material modification will hence-
forward be the battle-cr- y of the agitators of the north.

And what is the character of this law ! It was
passed to carry into execution a plain, clear, and
mandatory --provision of the constitution, requiring
that the fugitive slaves who fly from service in one
State to another shall be delivered up to their mas-
ters. This provision is so explicit that he who runs
may read. No commentary can present it in a stron-
ger light than the plain words of the constitution. It
is a well known historical fact that without this pro-
vision the constitution itself could never have existed.
How could this have been otherwise! Is it possible
for a moment to believe that the slave States would
have formed a union with the free States if under it,
their slaves, by simply escaping across the boundary
which separates them, would acquire all the rights of
freemen ! This would hae been to offer an irresist-abl- e

temptation to all the slaves of the South to pre-
cipitate themselves upon the North. The federal
constitution, therefore, recognises in the clearest and
most emphatic terms the property in slaves, and pro-
tects this property by prohibiting any State into
which a slave might escape from discharging him
from slavery, and by requiring that he shall be de-

livered up to his master. '
But, say the agitators, the fugitive-slav-e law,

framed for the very purpose of carrying into effect
an express provision of the constitution, is itself un-

constitutional. I shall not stop to argue such a point
at length, deeming this to be wholly unnecessary.
The law, in every one of its esserijiial provisions, is
the very same law which was passed in February.
1793, by a Congress, many of whose members had
come fresh from the convention which framed the
federal constitution, and was approved by the Fath-
er of his Country. If this be so. it may be asked,
whence the necessity of passing the present law !
Why not rest upon theactof 1793! This question
is easily answered. The act of 1793 had intrusted
its own execution, not only to the judges of the cir-
cuit and district courts of the United States, but to
all - the Stale magistrates of any county, city, or
town corporate. The decision of the Supreme court
of the United States in the'ease of Prigg . the Com
monwealth ot Pennsylvania deprived these State
magistrates of the power of acting under the law.
What was the consequence ! Let us take the State
of Pennsylvania for an example. There were but
three individuals left in the whole Slate who could
judicially execute the provisions of the act of 1793
the circuit judge and two district judges. Two of
these judges reside in Philadelphia, and one of them
in Pittsburg a distance of more than three hundred
miles apart. It is manifest, therefore, that the law
in many indeed, in most cases could not hava
been executed, for want of officers near at hand. It
thus became absolutely necessary for Congress to
provide United States officers to take the place of the
State magistrates who had been superseded. With
out this, a constitutional right would have existed
with no adequate means, of enforcing it. The fugi
tive-sla- ve bill was passed chiefly to remedy this de
fect, and to substitute such officers, instead of the
State magistrates, whose' powers had been nullified
under the decision of the Supreme Court.

It is worthy of remark that several ot our northern
legislatures, availing themselves of the decision of
the Supreme Court, and under the deep excitement
produced by the agitation of the Wilmot Proviso,
passed laws imposing obstacles to the execution of
the provisions of the constitution for the restoration of
fugitive slaves. I am sorry, very sorry, to state that
Pennsylvania is among the number. By our act of
3d March, even the use of our public jails is denied
for the sa fe custody of the fugitive; and the jailer
who shall offend against this provision is deprived of
nis omce, and is punishable with a heavy fine and a
disqualification ever again to hold a similar office !

'I he two principal objections urged against the fu-

gitive slave law are, that it will promote kidnapping,
and that it does not provide a trial by jury for the fu-

gitive in the State to which he has escaped.. The very
same reasons may be .urged with equal force against
the act of 1793; and yet it existed for more than
half a century without encountering any such ob
jections.

In regard to kidnapping, the fears of tbe agitators
are altogether groundless. The law requires that the
fugitive shall be taken before the judge or commiss
ioner. .. I lie master must there prove, to the satisfac
tion of the magistrate, the identity of the fugitive
that he is the master's property and has escaped from
nis service, now, i ask, would a kidnapper ever
undertake such a task ! Would he suborn witnesses
to commit perjury, and expose himself to detection
before tbe judge or commissioner, and in presence of
the Argus eyes of a commonitv.
whose feelings will always be in favor of the slave 1

No ; never. The kidnapper seizes his victim in the
silence of the night, or in a remote and obscure nlace.
and hurries him away. He does not expose himself
u me puoiic gaze. He will never bring the unfortu-
nate object of his rapacity before a commissioner-o- r a
judge. Indeed, I have no recollection of having heard
or read of a case in which a freeman was kidnapped
under the forms of law during the whole period of
more than half a century since the act of 1793 was
passed

But it is objected to the law that tha fuo-itiv- ia not
allowed a trial by jury in the State to which he has
escaped. So it has always been under the act of 1793,
and so it is under-th- present law. A fugitive from
labor is placed upon the very same footing under the
constitution with a fugitive from justice. : Does a man,
charged with the commission of a crime in Maryland,
fly into Pennsylvania! ' He; is delivered up, upon
proper evidence,' to the authorities of the State from
which he fled, there to stand his trial. He has no
right to demand a trial by jury in Pennsylvania. Nay,
more : under our extradition treaties with foreign pow-
ers, does a man charged with a crime committed in
England or France fly to tbe United States ! He ia
delivered op to the proper authorities ef the country
from which he fled, without a trial hv i.irv in thi.country. , Precisely the same is the case invegard loa fugitive from labor., Upon satisfactory proof, he is
delivered up without a trial by jury. ; In the poaati--

v."'."-";- .

tution b i placed upon the very Soma footing with
fugitives from justice from other States t and by treaty
ha i ntaced unon tha verv same footing with fugi- -

tives trom jusucejrora loreign
fugitive slave is wot entitled to superior privileges ;

over the free white man. Whenv he returns to the
State from which he has escaped, he is there entitled
to a trial by jury, for the purpose oi aeciaing wnein--
er he is a free man. I believe every slave state nas
made provision by law for such a trial wunoui expense,
upon the petition of the slave; and we have heard it
announced from the highest authority in the Senate; of
the United States, that such trials are always conduc-

ted in mercy, and with a rigid regard to tha rights of
the slave. , ' .

Why should an act of Congress cast such a reflec-

tion upon the judicial tribunals of asister State as to
say they shall not be trusted wun u m j

whether an individual is entitled lo hjs freed- -

m nnHp, th la-ur-n nf the State from whichhehas fled 1

' But to allow the fugitive slave a trial by jory in the-St- ate

where he is found would in many instances com-

pletely nullify the provisions of the constitution.
There are many, I fear very; many,:iir the northern
States who place their conscience above the constitu-
tion of their country, and who would, as jurors, res-

cue a fugitive slave trom servitude against ihe clear-
est testimony, thinking at the same time they were
doing God's service. The excited condition of pub-

lic feeling in many portions tf the North would dis-

qualify honest and respectable men from acting as
impartial jurors on such a question. Besides, the de-

lay, the trouble, and the expense of a jury trial atsuch
a distance from home would, in most cases, prevent
the master from pursuing his fugitive slave. He
would know that should he fail to obtain a verdict
this would be his ruin. He would then be persecuted
with actions of slander, of false imprisonment, and
every kind of prosecution which ingenuity could de-

vise.
The defeat of the Wilmot Proviso and the passage

of the fugitive-slav- e law are all that the South have
obtained by the Compromise. They asked for the
Missouri Compromise, which it is known that, for
one, I was always willing to concede, believing this
would be the most just, equitable, and satisfactory ar-

rangement of ihe territorial question between the North
and" the South ; but that has passed away. Califor-
nia has been admitted as a State into the Union, with
a positive prohibition of slavery in her constitution;
and whether the Mexican law abolishing slavery be
in force or not in the remainder of our territoriil ac-

quisitions, does any man believe that slavery will ever
prevail among the Mormons In Utah, or among the
inhabitants ot the snow-cla- d hills and mountain val-

leys of New Mexico! Besides, the slave trade has
been abolished in the District of Columbia. What,
then, of the Compromise practically remains for the
South but this fugitive-slav-e law, passed to carry out
a clear constitutional provision ! It is the only com-

pensation which they have received for what they be-

lieve to be the great injuries they have sustained.
Will they, then, patiently submit to have this law re-

pealed, essentially modified, or nullified! Befoie its
passage the constitution had become, in regard to fu-

gitive slaves, almost a dead letter. It is a notorious
fact that all along the border which separates the free
from the slave States, every facility was afforded for
the escape of slaves from their masters. If they could
pass the line, their safely was almost certain. They
were scarcely ever, in the language of the constitu-
tion, delivered up on the claim of ihe party to whom
such service or labor may bedws." In many instances
the master, or his agent who pursued them, was in-

sulted, assaulted, beaten, and imprisoned ; and few
men could be found bold enough to incur the hazard
of such a dangerous undertaking. In this manner the
southern people were annually deprived of their prop-

erty, guarantied to them by the constitution, to the
amount of hundreds of thousand ot dollars. The
constitution was nullified, and this law was passed
for the protection of their constitutional rights. Will
they lamely surrender it! Let the voice which speaks
in tones of thunder from the united South answer this
question. They will at last I trust and believe sub-

mit to all the provisions of the Compromise, provided
the fugitive slave law be faithfully executed in the
North ; but they will go no further. All the resolu-
tions, even of the Union meetings in the South, speak
this language. Future aggressions must cease, or
the Union will be in imminent danger.

Let us, then, resolve to put down agitation at the
North on the slave question by the force of enlight-
ened public opinion, and faithfully execute the provi-
sions of the fugitive-slav-e law. Should this be done,
it will eventually extinguish geographical parties

so dangerous to the Union, and so much dreaded
by the Father of hia Country which have sprung
into existence. It will ameliorate the condition of
the slaves by enabling their masters to remove the re-

strictions imposed upon them in self-defen- ce since
the commencement of the present troubles, and will
restore-- 1 he natural and constitutional progress of em-

ancipation which has in several States been arrested
by the violence of the abolitionists.
. The Union cannot long endure if it be bound to-

gether only by paper bonds, li can be firmly cemen-
ted alone by the affections of the people of the differ-

ent States for each other. Would to Heaven that the
spirit of mutual forbearance and brotherly love which
presided at its birth could once more be restored to
bless the land ! Upon opening a volume a few days
since, my eyes caught a resolution of a convention of
the counties of Maryland, assembled at Anapolis, in
June, 1774, in consequence of the passage by the
British Parliament of the Boston port bill, which pro-
vided for opening a subscription in the several coun-
ties of the province for an immediate collection for
the relief of the distressed inhabitants of Boston,
now cruelly deprived of the means of procuring sub-
sistence for themselves and families by the operation
of the said act for blocking up their harbor." Would
that the spirit of fraternal affection which dictated this
noble resolution, and which actuated all the conduct
of our revolutionary fathers, might return to bless and
to reanimate the bosoms of their descendants ! This
would render our Union indissoluble. It Would be
the living soul infusing itself into the constitution,
and inspiring it with irresistible energy.

I am not one of those who can ever consent to cal
culate the value of the Union. Its benefits and its
blessings are inestimable. God forbid tbat fanaticism
should ever apply a torch to this, the grandest and
most glorious temple which has ever been erected to
political freedom on the face of the earth ! Whilst
the friends of human liberty throughout the world
would forever deplore the irreparable loss of pur ex
ample to the nations, this catastrophe would be the
proline source ot evils to all the states IN ortn, oouth,
East, and West from the enumeration of which my
mind recoils with horror.

Would any or all of the injuries which the South
have suffered, or which they suppose they have suf-
fered, from the agitation at the North, and from the
Compromise, justify a resort to the last dread extrem-
ity ofdissolving the Union! I believe not; and af-

ter the sober, second thought,' the patriotic people of
the South will, I have no doubt, by a large majority,
arrive at the same conclusion, for such causes
they will never forfeit all the innumerable blessings
of the Union, and subject the country and the lovers
of rational freedom throughout the world to the roost
astounding political calamity which has ever befal
len the human race, i .

It is not every wron? nay, it is not every griev
ous wrong which can justify or even palliate such a
fearful alternative. .

in-thi- s age, and in this country,
there is an incessant flux and reflux of public opin
ion. Subjects which but a few years ago excited tne
publie mind to madness have passed away, and are
almost forgotten. To employ the eloquent language
of Mr. Burke,, they, are 44 volcanoes burnt out; and
on tbe lava, and ash.es, and squalid scoria of old erup-
tions grew the peaceful olive, the cheering vine, and
tbe sustaining corn." -- , ; , , . f

The agitation at the North on the subject ot do
mestic slavery in the South, like everything human,
will have its day. We have already reached, and 1
trust passed, the dangerous crisis. Should this prove
to be the case, the tempest which, has been raging
will purity the political atmosphere, and impart new
and healthful life and vigor to ine body politic.

But if, in the midst of such a temporary excitement,
the Union should be dissolved, the mischief will
then be irreparable. Nations unborn and ages', yet
behind " will curse the rashness of the deed. Should
" the silver cord , be loosed and , the golden bowl be
broken at the fountain," human power will never he
able to reunite the scattered frangments. If . the Al-

mighty Ruler of the Universe, has, in His providence
destined the dissolution of the Union as a punishment
for the sins of the nation, I hope before tbat day I
may be 'gathered to my fathers, and never witness
the sad catastrophe. ' ' ..'.' '

Yours, very respectfully, - 1 '

.c JAMES BUCHANAN. ', , -

To Messrs. Jatiah Randall, and. others. , , Vt

LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS.
i RV.tf ATV i

-- ? "ii

' C-:- ' The shay, November 26, 1850.1
Mr. Cameron, from the committee on corporations.

reported without amendment, (he "bill entitled a bill
to incorporate the Cape Fear Bridge Sompany ; which
was read tbe second time and passed.,

Mr. Berry, a bill providing for the amendment of
tha ConBtitntion nf the State of 'North Carolina. Read
and passed the first time and, on motion ordered
be laid on the table fad printed.

Mr. Nixon introduced a bill concerning the ,WiI- -
mington and Manchester Rail Road ; which was read
and passed the first time, and on his motion referred
to the Committee on Internal Improvement,., and or-

dered to be printed. ... -
Mr. Lane, a bill to make real estate asserts for dis-

tribution, and to fdctltate and cheapen the settlement
or estates. Kead and passed, the . first time, and on
his motion referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Rogers, a bill to amend an act passed at the
session of 1844 '5 entitled ".an act to amend the 7th
section of the Revised Statutes'? entitled guardian and
ward. .Kead the first time and passed and referred to
the committee on the Judiciary. , .,
. Mr. Bynum, a bill to protect the industry and la-

bor of North Carolina.', Read first time and passed,
and on his motion referred to the Joint Select Com
mittee of both houses on the subject pf negro Slave-
ry, and ordered to be printed. ' -

.Received a message from the House, transmitting
a message from the Governor, with accompanying
documents, with a proposition to print. Agreed to.,
. Also, a message transmitting Report and accompa-
nying documents from C. L. H in ton, Public Treas-
urer. , ." - ... '

Received , from House of Commons, a message
slating that they had passed the engrossed resolution
directing the Public Treasurer to procure information
in regard to certain taxable property under the Act of
1848-- 9, in which .they ask the concurrence of the
Senate. Read first time and passed, and on motion
of Mr. Gilmer, rule suspended, and read 2nd and 3rd
time and ordered to be enrolled. .....

Mr. Eborn introduced the following resolution :
Eetolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be

instructed to enquire into the expediency, of amend-
ing the Revised Statutes, chapter 3., sections 65, 66,
67 and 68, relating to tree-negro- es and mulattoes, so
as more effectually to guard against the evil of their
coming from free States, on board vessels or other-
wise ; and that they report by bill, or otherwise. ,

On motion of Mr. Cameron, ordered . that a mes-
sage be sent to the House of Commons, proposing
to vote immediately for a Solicitor of the 5th Judi-
cial Circuit, and nominated the Hon. Rou't Strange.

Mr. Barringer nominated Thomas S. Ashe.
: On motion of Mr. Caldwell, of Burke, adjourned
until 11 o'clock

HOUSE OF COMMONS..
The following Committee was announced :
House Branch of Committee on Cherokee, Land.

Messrs. Flemming, Swanner, G. W. Hayes, McMil-
lan, and Mizell. .

- On motion of Mr. Martin the Committee, on the
Judiciary were instructed as to the expediency of en
acting a law, making all deeds of trust hereafter to
be executed null and void to all intents and purposes,
so far as creditors are concerned, unless they provide
for the payment of all the debts of the bargainor pro
rata, and without any distinction or preference what-
ever; and that said Committee report by bill or oth-

erwise.
On motion of Mr. Pope, tbe Judiciary Committee

were instructed to inquire into the expediency of
amending the 4th section of the 12th chapter of Re-
vised Statutes, on the subject of " Bastard Children,"
so tbat the examination of the woman shall no longer
be prima facie, but shall stand as any other evidence;
and that they report by bill or otherwise.- - -

Mr. Stevenson introduced a bill to extend the right
of appeal : laid on table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Flemming, a bill to repeal act of 1846- -7 redis- -

tricting the State ; motion made to make its consider-
ation the special order for Wednesday week, was not
agreed to. . . .

Mr. Hayes of Cherokee, a bill to prevent the ob
struction of cart-wa- ys in Cherokee county ; referred
lo committee on Private Bills.

A message, was received from the Governor trans
mitting a report from the Lngineer and Commission
ers appointed to survey and locate the Turnpike Road
from Salisbury west, to the Georgia line; sent to the
Senate, with a proposition to print. ,

Mr. Rayner, a resolution directing the'. Public
treasurer to procure certain information concerning
revenue that will accrue from revenue act of 18489,
from clerks of the County Courts. Tbe rules were
suspended, and the resolution was read a second and
third time, and ordered to be engrossed immediately.

Mr.. Win. McNeill, a bill to repeal an act giving
exclusive jurisdiction of Pleas to the Superior Courts
of Robeson ; referred to committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Powers, a bill to ameud the act of 1848-- 9,

authorizing the inspection of provisions ; referred to
committee on Propositions and Grievances.

Mr. Gordoo, a bill to amend Common School act
of 18401 ; laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Provides for distributing the School money accord-

ing to white population.
Mr. Hill of Caswell, a bill to incorporate the Milton

Savings Bank; laid on table and ordered to be printed.
Mr. Caldwell ot Uuilford, a bill to abolish Public

Executions ; referred to committee on the Judiciary.
On motion of Mi Erwin. the committee on the Ju--

diciary were instructed to inquire into the expediency
ot altering and amending the criminal law, so that
petty, cases of assault and battery may be brough
within the jurisdiction of the Justices of the Peace
Also, making the prosecutor in such cases, responsible
tur mw costs wnen mere is no conviction.

Mr. Sherard, a bill to repeal the act of 1848-- 9, en
titled "an act to incorporate the North Carolina
Railroad Company." ''.""', Mr. Steele moved that the bill be rejected, upon
which motion Mr. Sherard called the ayes and noes-

Mr. Rayner thought this bill involved a grave con
stitutional question. He was anxious to get some
information upon the matter, and hoped tbe gentle-
man from Wayne TMr. Sherard,! would explain the
object to be attained, so that lie mignt vote onoer--
standingly. He did not think the Legislature had a
right to repeal a bill of this character.

Mr. Sherard said he wished to test tbe matter as
a question of party. '
'. Mr. Caldwell of Guilford, said it was impossible
to make this matter a Dartv Question. He' was mor
tified to witness the attempt to make it so. He hoped
that the bill would be voted down unanimously, and
that the death-blo- w to partvism on this question
would be given to-da- y.

Mr. Brogden was not surprised at the course of
gentlemen on the other side ; but he had opposed tne
bill when it passed two years ago, and his opposition
to it had increased with further and more deliberate
consideration. He was opposed to this whole busi
ness from beginning to end ; he was willing and anx
ious to face the music, . and called, on members to
come forward and show their hands. He was as de
sirous as any gentleman in this Hall to promote the
honor and welfare of North Carolina. Mr. Brogden
referred to European countries, and expressed the
opinion that the railroad system had brought ruin and
distress upon those countries. He believed it un
just to pass the bill of 1848- -9 ; it was not a law that
conferred the greatest good upon the greatest number.
He had seen numbers of railroad conventions during
the past two years, and one had been held in Golds-boro- ',

which was attended by the honorable gentle-
man from Wake Mr. Saunders, but he had never
heard that any conversions to the Railroad cause had
been made by him. The people of Wayne were op-
posed to this road, and only asked to be let alone.
He believed that the passage of the North Carolina
Railroad bill was a snap judgment; he.wished to sub-
mit the matter to the people of North Carolina." "He
was ready to stand or fall by this question, and'should
be pleased to record his vote in favor of this bill to
repeal the act of 18489. ' - ..j... i ,., j

"Mr. Avery hoped the bill would be rejected. He
regretted that the representatives from Wayne county

a county that had been largely benefitted by Inter-
nal Improvements, and which-woul- d be still more
benefitted by the terminus of the North Carolina
Railroad at her county seat, should oppose the con-
struction of this road. He regretted that any man
was In favor of repudiating the faith of the State. He
considered it a foregone conclusion, and the enemies
of the railroad should hang their heads-i- shame
at this motion to repudiate the faith of the State.
There are two questions involved ia this bill ; first,
as to the constitutionality of the act to repeal ; and
second, shall North Carolina repudiate?' fie thought
this Legislature was bound by every consideration of
faith and honor to sustain the act passed two years
ago, and hoped the bill now before1 tha House would' . i

be rejected. H was a friend to Internal Improve-
ments," and felt himself bound to vote against every
move to repeal the law Incorporating the North Caro

Mr. Eaton said this was a question of faith andhonor, and involving the Constitution, whether North
Carolina will regard her faith and honor, or disregard
her engagements. The Central Railroad had been
the subject of much debate during the canvass iQ
Warren county: his colleague voted for it. nl

to.twas ,n Ivor of it himself,., Jt bad, been.
cussed, and he had lost some votes by his position
in favor of it ; but his opponents bad never contended
that this 'Legislature 'could 'repeal the' charter." ifthis question was put to the people, not one in War-re- n

would vote to repeat the charter. It would be"a palpable violation of the 10th section of the Con-
stitution, relating to contracts; it had been denied by
the highest judicial authority of the United States
that a charter of this kind can be repealed that a State
can repeal ah act of Incorporation:" If" lhe federal
Constitution was silent; if there was no constitu-
tional obligtion to observe it, he should still refuse to
Violate a contract he should still struggle to main-
tain the publio engagements. There ought to be no
difference of sentiment on this question, v -

Mr. Person, of Moore, said he" was one of the
strongest opponents of the North Carolina Railroad
in the last Legislature ; he was not an opponent of
Internal Improvements, but '.he thought the amount
invested by this State in the road too great. Althouah
this was so, he must consider it now a foregone con-
clusion, and felt himself bound to uiaintainlhe honor
and faith of the Slate. It was not a party question,
and any effort to make it such would be futile. It w as
not passed by a party vote, and he asked how can a
pnry lesi now oe maue i , uisunguisnea men of all
parties had supported it. and although opposed to the
act of the last Legislature chartering this road, he
should vote against the bill to repeal it, because to do
so would be unconstitutional, 'and a breach of the
public faith. - '..' ' v 1 ....

Mr. Stevenson remarked, that according to the gen-
tleman from Wayne, Internal Improvements were un-
popular in that county ; he would add that the cause
was very popular in Craven county, and that his e,

who had run on that platform alone had beaten
him considerably. In order that the position of the
gentleman from Wayne might be understood, he pro-
posed, on the second reading of the bill, to propose an
amendment to repeal the charter of the Wilmington
and Raleigh Railroad.' He wanted to reduce the gen-
tlemen from Wayne to an absurd position, and see
whether they would' stand up, when their doctrine
was applied to tbat road. i . ;

Mr. Mizell proposed to define his position. If the
charter had been accepted, and the conditions com-
plied with, the faith of the Slate is pledged; but ifany fraud is about to be practised, then the course of
gentlemen opposed to the measure, is justified. He
reverted to the circumstances under which the bill
had been passed. . The people of North Carolina

, could not be taxed without the consent ot a majority
of themselves, or of their representatives; bethought
this bill was essentially a tax-bil- l, and doubted
whether it had been constitutionally passed, not hav
ing an absolute majority of the whole num-
ber of members of the Legislature.

; Mr. McLean desired that the motion of the gentle-
man from Craven Mr. Stevenson should not be
postponed to the second reading of the bill, and
hoped that this bill would be rejected now. He con-
sidered it a settled question. He should like to
heal the remarks of the gentleman from Wayne, and
see if he would face the music on this motion. If
the stockholders had not complied with the conditions
of the charter, he should like to know it. So far as
he knew, the terms of the charter as passed by the
Legislature, had been complied with. He thought
this opposition to the Central Railroad came with
a bad grace from the representatives from Wayne a
county that had received such immense benefits from
Internal Improvements. Wayne had improved by
railroads, more perhaps than any other county in the
State, yet her representatives were opposed to them.
He hoped that western counties would reap as large
benefits from the Central Railroad as Wayne had
already done from the Wilmington Railroad, and that
their population would be increased in like manner,
instead of being deserted by hundreds and thousands
who have gone to the south and west. It is the only
bill which will save the west.--,- - -

Mr. Winston said if he had been in ihe Legisla-
ture two years ago, he should have used every effort
to defeat the Central Railroad bill, and he should
now do so if it were an open qnestion. He thought
it suicidal legislation. " But he maintained that this
Legislature could hot go back and examine what
took place here two years ago.- The plighted faith
of the State was worth more-tha- n two millions of
dollars. The faith of the State was pledged, and
the Company had three years irr which to comply
with the terms of the charter. He --was opposed to
railroads, but could not vote to violate the faith .of the
State. If these was any way to get at the Central
Railroad charier now, he would assist in voting it
down. . .i ..' !

: -- ; , ' ,

Mr. Eaton remarked - that the eompany had three
years in which to comply with the charter, and if they
did not do so, the State authorities would not issue the
bonds of the State; if doubts existed on the subject
it would go to the Supreme Court for investigation.

Mr. Barnes, of .Northampton, said he considered
himself bound to obey the will of
and to vote in accordance with their wishes when no
constitutional question interposed ; but this was a
constitutional question, of vrhieh he must judge for
himself. He believed the bill now under considera
tion unconstitutional, and he; held that it was not
right to violate the constitution. He had taken au
oath to support it. and must therefore vote for. the re-

jection of this bill on its first winding. He repre-
sented a constituency opposed: to the- - Central Rail-
road, but felt bound by his oath to vote against this bill.

Mr. Dargan said the question of. the Railroad bad
been warmly debated in Abson conntv. and if he
consulted the feeling of his' constituents, he should
vote for this bill. , He was surprised, however, to find
that repeal .was the word, at this late day. He
held that there was no power in this House to touch
that charter. 'He was opposed to all .kinds of rail-
roads, but was also opposed to repudiation of the
faith of the State. . It was a contract between the
Central Railroad company on one side, and the State
on the other. He knew something about nullifica
tionhe had lived in a nullification State, t Most
assuredly, the citizens of North Carolina would leave
her borders if she repudiates. What is there now
to recommend her but her honor 1 . . Her population
would become thinned and scattered indeed, if repu-
diation was to be the policy. of the State. , The citi-
zens of Anson were opposed to the Central RailroaH,
but they had sent him to the Legislature. to do bis
duty If the plighted faith of tbe State shall be
broken, he should leave the State-.- - He flt it hia
duty, when an attempt was made .to compel North
Carolina to repudiate, to pnt his veto on it, ...

Mr. Meele felt himself honored bv havino-- moved
the rejection of the bill before the House. This was
the first attemnt to stain th h
and he wishedit treated with the respect it deserved !
When the State forgets her honor, be should leave it.
He had not supposed that any . man would have the
audacity to move the repeal of that bill.Vi; , .; ,

Mr. Mizell explained. He held if Stockholders
complied with the conditions of the.charter, the State
was bound; but if one party failed to fulfil the reaui--
red conditions, the other might recede. He should
vote to reject the bill before the House. :

Mr. Saunders regretted that this proposition had
been offered to the House ; regretted it not on his own
account, but on account of the mover. ' But he felt
proud to see from every quarter, the friends and foes
of the Railroad coming op to sustain the faith Of the
State.' The gentleman from Wayne fMr. Brogden
had made allusion lo a Railroad Convention held in
Goldsborough ; but he was sorry to say that neither
he nor hia colleague had attended that Convention.
He knew that hia arguments in favor of Internal Im
provements had produced an effect among the farmers
of Wayne. Mr. S. alluded to the decision of the Su-
preme Court with regard to chartered tier hia. and was
glad to hear the gentleman from Martin subscribe to
the correctness of the doctrine. The objection be
raisedthat the bill was not passed bv a maioritv of
all the representatives of the people, was not a good
one. The law bad been passed by a majority of a qoo- -
(uiu present, ana una was ine constitutional majority,
the absolute majority was no thins- - atall. Mr. S. then
alluded to tbe insinuation of fraud by the stockholde-
rs.-' If the least shadow of fraud should bo discov-
ered,' he, for one, would ?? for rivin? dp the charter.
The conditions of the charter had been complied with
so far. ; The President and Directors had been ap
pointed and five dollars per share paid in. Ha in-

quired if the gentleman from Wayne waa willing tbat
.... ... . r . ... . jsnoaia lose what they nave unaaj


