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k STAUNTON SPECTATOR, 
T E R M S 

ft*. The “SPECTATOR”is publisliedoncea week. 

atTtoo Dollars a year, if paid in advance, or Two 
Dollars and Fifty Cents if delayed beyond the expira- 
tion of the year. No subscription will be discontinued, 
but at the option of the Fditois,until atlarremrages are 

^ 
QCJ* Alt communications lolhe Edilorsby mailmust: 

be post-paid, or they will not be attended to. 

fry ADVERTISEMENTS of thirteen lines (or 
less,) inserted three times for one dollar, and twenty- 
five cents for each subsequentcontinuanre Larger ad- 

vertisements in the same pro/>ortion. Ahberatdisvount 
made to adveriisersby the yeur. 

BUSINESS CARDS. 

YUvVIH'.USON It. BE.U., 
ATTOHNS1T AT 2.AW, 

STAUNTON. VIRGINIA. 

PRACTISES in the various Courts of Augusta, 
Rockbridge, Bath and Highland. Prompt at- 

tention will be given to all business entrusted to 

his care. 
Office in the white building opposite the Court 

House, next door to John N. Hcndren—where he 

may always be found during business lours, except 
■when professionally absent. 

May 2, 1349.—if. 
_ 

JAMES H. SKINNER, 
AOT-SSSO'S' SiAWa 

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA. 

PRACTISES in the Superiorand Inferior Courts 
of Augusta, the Superior Courts of Rocking- 

ham. Rockbridge, and Albemarle, and in the U. S. 

District Court for Western Virginia. 
OFFICE, next door to the Court House, in the 

Brick Row. 
May 2,1849. 

E- THOMAS ALBEATSON, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 

IVA YNESBORO', VA., 

PRACTICES in the Courts of Augusta, Albe- 
marle and Nelson. Office in the room lately 

occupied by Col. George Baylor, where he may 
be found at all times, unless when absent on pro- 
fessional business. 

Nov. 29, 1848. 

H. H. ROBERTSON, 
AUoyvac^ at Law, 

STAUNTON, VA. 

PRACTICES in theSuperiorand Inferior Court* 
of Augusta,and intheSupcriorCourtsofRocka 

bridge, Rockingham and Albemarle. 
rjjgr* Office in the old white building \\ est of 

the Court House, two doors above the “V indica- 
torJ office. [Jan. 31, 18-19. 

BOJLiWlil cam ST M .1*, 
a*" AW 

STAUNTON, V A ., 

WILL attend the Courts of Augusta and the adjacent 
Counties. 

Staunton, Nov. 14, 1849.—tf. 

JOH\ LEWIS CiJCiaa^', 
ATTORNEY AT I«AvV, 

WILL attend the Superior and Inferior Courts 
of Albemarle, Augusta, Nelson and Louisa, 

jglgy* OrricE in' Ch\rlottesville. 
September 5, 1S49.—tt. 

Dr. Uo\)crt Y\. Ho\)ertson 

HAVING located on Christian’s Creek, at the 
residence of his brother, tenders his profession- 

al sorvices to the neighborhood and the public gen- 
erally. He may be found at home at all hours ex- 

cept when professionally engaged. 
September 19, 1849.—0;n. 

PRINTS ONLY. 
LEE «fc BEEWSTER, 

44 Cedar Street, New York. 

Print Warehouse—established in 1843. for the sale 

afPri nted Calicoes exclusively—at low prices, j 
LEE & BREWSTER confine their attention exclu- 

sively to the purchase and sale ot American and 
Foreign Prints. Their facilities enable them to be the 

largest purchasers in the United States, anil secures to 
their establishment advantages in assortment and prices 
over any other House,—and to whieh the attcutiou of 
Merchants is respectfully solicited. 

December 26, 1S49.—6m. 

OHESEBROUGH. STEARNS & CO. 

SILK GOODS. 

37, Nassau St., Opposite Post Office, New 1 ork. 

Importers and Jobbers of French, India, German and 
Italian Silk Goods of every variety. 

ALSO a complete assortment of British and Ameri- 
can Fancy Goods suited to all sectious of trade in 

the United States, and comprising the most Fashiona- 
ble Styles to be found in the New York Market. 

December 26, 1S49.—6m. 

JOHN COMPTON.] [DAVID B. TURNER. 

COMPTON & TURNER. 
IMPORTERS AND WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 

STAPLE AM) FANCY DRY GOODS, 
No 35 Nassau Street, (Opposite the Post Office,) 

NEW YORK. 
Dec. 26, IS 49.—tiui. 

CLARK A WEST, 
IMPORTERS OF, AND JOBBERS IS 

■CLOTHS, CAS8TMKRKS, VESTINGS AND TAI- 
LORS* TRIMMINGS, 

15S, BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

THE Merchants of Virginia are particularly iuvited 
to call and examine their stock. 

December 26, IS49.—6ni. 

R. O. G W ATH ZVS E Y &. CO 
COMMISSION MERCHANTS, 

(successors to ao. gwaihmey,) 
At the Old Stand, near Shcckoe Warehouse, 

RICHMOND, VA. 

PAY particular attention to the sale of Tobacco, 
Wheat, Flour and Corn. Cash advances made 

on consignments. 
October 10,1649.—3m. 

NEW BOOHS. 

IRVING’S Life of Goldsmith; Shirley, by Vhe 
Author of “Jane Eyre;”—Also a lot of Fine 

PRAYER BOOKS, some in velvet binding— 
Pictoral Brother Jonathan, just received and fot 
sale by ROBERT COWAN. 

Staunton, Dec. 12, 1319. 

7ro TM CE~ 

HAVING sold out my stock of goods I shall feel 
greatly obliged if all who have open accounts 

would call and close them up by note. 

.1. B. BRECKENUIDCE. 
Staunton, Ocl. 31, 1849.—tf. 

LIPPINCOTT, TAYLOR & 00. 
Celebrated Wholesale and Retail 

Clothing Warehouses. 
(The largest assortment in t/ie United States,) 

New Warchm.sc, South-west corner of Fourth and 
Market Streets. 

Old Stand, 198 and 200 Market Street, above Sixth, 
Philadelphia, 

TT7T1F.RE the largest assortment ofREADY-MADE 
V V CLOTHING can be found in this market. Their 

stock is always full and complete, and they arc there- 
fore always prepared, either in “Summer’s heat or 

Winter’s cold” to supply every demand upon them. 
Their motto is Superior Goods, at fair prices, and they 
would therefore respectfully solicit the Merchants ol 

the Valley of Virginia to give them a call on then next 

trip to Philadelphia. 
December 1!), 1849.—6m. 

JOHN MACINTOSH. WM. F. WHITE. 

MACINTOSH & WHITE. 
Wholesale Ladies' Boot, and Shoe Manufacturers, 

No. 18, South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 

M& \V. are extensively engaged in' the Manu- 
facture of LADIES. MISSES, AND CHIL- 

DREN’S HOOTS AND SHOPS in all their varie- 
ties, and keep always on hand a full supply to answer 

the demands oftrade. They invite the attention of 
Country Merchants to their extensive stock, satisfied 
that at no other establishment of the kind in Philadel- 
phia. can they suit themselves better, either as it re- 

gards the quality of t heir Goods, or the terms upon 
which they arc prepared and determined to sell them. 
Call and sec them at their Old Stand, No. 18, South 
Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 

December 19, 1819.—Cm. 

0o & UjffiwsSd 
.Vo. 3, South Fifth Street, Philadelphia, 

Importer and Dealer, Wholsale «fc Retail, 
in Wines, Liquors and Segars. 

CONSTANTLY on hand, a large and well assorted 
stock, which is offered in any quantities on rnoder- 

I ate terms, comprising 
Mederia, Sherry, Port. Lisbon, Sicily, TenerifF, Mal- 

; nga, Champagne,’ Claret, Ilock, Suutcruc and Bursae 
Wines. 

Old Pale and Dark Cognac Brandies; Jamaica and 
St. Croix Ruin ; Holland Gin ; Irish, Scotch and Monon- 
gahela Whiskies; Wine Bitters, (of very superior 
quality ;) Loudon Brown Stout, and Scotch Ale; Li- 
quors, 4-c., and the finest brands of choice Havana Se- 
gars 

All orders promptly and carefully executed. 
December 19, 1849.—6m. 

J A IVIES E BROWN, 
U'holcsalc and Retail Saddle and Trunk Maker, 
No. 30, South Fourth Street, between Market & Chest- 

nut Streets, Philadelphia. 
ritllE attention of dealers and others is invited to his 
X assortment of Saddles, Bridles, Saddlebags, Col- 

! Jars, Whips, See.—Also to bis superior article of 
TRUNKS, viz : Sole Leather Trunks, Solid Leather 
Steel Spring Trunks, of lightweight; Riveted Iron 
Frame Trunks, Lady’s Dress Trunks, Bonnet Boxes, 
Wood Trunks, ofditferent qualities; Yulices, of vari- 
ous style and prices; Velvet Tapestry and Brussels 

j Carpet Bags, Enamelled Leather Bags, Lady’s Trav- 
elling Bags, Satchels, &c., &c., all of which he offers 

| at low prices fur Cash, or approved paper. Orders 
! thankfully received, and promptly executed, 
j December 19, 1349 —6m. 

WRIGHT & KING. 

Clothing Rooms, Ko. 138, Market st., above 4lh, 
Philadelphia. 

TT7T1ERE at all times can be found a complete and 
V V extensive assortment of 

Ready-. 
They specially invite the Merchants of the Valley 

of Virginia to give them a rail, promising to furnish the 
best articles in their line upon such terms as must com- 

mand and secure their patronage. They manufacture 
CLOTHING to order ui>ou the shortest notice, and tvifl 

j be happy to respond to all suitable calls from the couu- 

j try to that effect. 
December 19, 1S49. 

Huts, Caps, Ladies’ Rich Furs, Beaver Bonnets. £c. 

WILLIAM H. BEEBE «fc CO., 
133 Chbsnct St., Philadelphia- 

HAVE on hand a large and superior ass*rtmcntof 
FINE GOODS, in the greatest variety in their 

| line of trade, and offer them to Merchants and Dealers 
generally, at fair and moderate prices. They csiccial- 

I ly solicit the attention of the Merchants of the Valley 
of Virginia to their splendid Stock, and trust tint on 

| their visit to Philadelphia they will not fail to rive 
I them a call. Wm. II. Gardner,'late of Richmond, \a., 

is associated in the firm ot W II. Beebe & Co. and will 
take great pleasure in waiting on his Virginia friends, 

j December 19, 1349. 

Pliila. Dry Goods Emporium, 
ECllEL, RAIGUEL «fc Co., 

IMPORTERS & WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 

Foreign & Domestic Dry Goods, 
JYo. 123 anil 180 JY oil St., above West Side. 

JrEEP at all seasons a complete assortment of FOR- 
L EIGN & DOMESTIC DRY GOODS on hand, n- 

dapted to the trade of all sections of the country, and 
adequate to any demand that may be made upon them. 
They invite the attention of Southern dealers, and es- 

pecially the Merchants of the Valley of Virginia, to an 

examination Of their Stock, satisfied that they will find 
it to their interest to deal with them. 

December 19, 1349. 

WM. F. WIL3TACH, 
JYo. 282 J\urtl» Third Street, Philadelphia, 
Wholesale Importer, Manufacturer and Dealer in 

Saddlers’ Hardware. Carriage and Harness Fur- 
niture, Saddle and Carriage Trimmings, &c-, 

KEEPS constantly on hand, a rich and extensive as- 

sortment of SADDLERY HARDWARE, and 
through the medium of their own home journal, invites 
the Merchants of the Valley of Virginia to call and see 
him before purchasing elsewhere. He offers his Goods 
at such prices as will not fait to please his customers.— 
Remember, his place of business is No. 28 1-2 North 
Third Street, Philadelphia. 

December 19, 1349.—6m. 

To Southern ami Western Merchants, &c. 

SILVER Ware.—Forks—Table, Medium, Dessert, 
Tea,Oyster, and Pickle. Spoons—Table, Dessert, 

Tea, Gravy, Mustard and Salt. Ladles—Soup. Oys- ! 
ter. Sauce, Sugar and Cream. Knives—Ice Cream, j 
Fish, Cake, Butter, Fruit, Dessert. 

Tea Sets, of various patterns, plain to richly chased, I 
and of every variety of form. Odd pieces made to 
match, and broken sets completed. Silver warranted 
standard. 

Plated and Britannia Ware, of latest patterns, con- 

stantly on hand and for sale at 
WILSON'S Silver Ware Manufactory, 

S. W. corner 5th and Cherry sts., Philadelphia. 
December 19, ls49.—Cm. 

E" 'SMI'S D. WOLFE. JESSE E. PEYTON. 

Wolfe Peyton, 
Wholesale Dealers in Foreign & Domestic Dry Goods, 

No. S9, Market Street, Philadelphia. j 
"t T7"E would respectfully call the attention of South- j VV ern Dealers to our well selected stock of Fo-j 
reign and Domestic Dry Goods. They have been pur- ; 
chased for cash, and will be run off to customers upon j 
the cheapest terms. We extend a special invitation to I 
the Merchants of Virginia to pay us a visit at our house, 
No. 39 Market St., Philadelphia. 

Dee. 19, 1349 -6m. 

CONGRESS HALL. 

So 
No. S3 Cuesnut St., & 27 South Third St., I 

PHILADELPHIA. 
Dec. 19, 1S49.—6m. 

W'M. G. STF.RUFjTT, on the corner opposite 
the Post Office, has just received a superior [ 

article of Tea, for sale low. 
December 20, 1S-U). j 

POETRY. 
TOKENS OF TIIE DEAD. 

BY MRS. NEAL. 

The nursery was darkened, 
Though soft the sunlight fell, 

And there were tritles gathered 
That mothers love so well; 

Playthings upon the carpet, 
And dainty little shoes, 

With snow white caps ami dresses, 
That seemeu too fair to use. 

A lady stood beside them, 
Ami yet no look of joy 

Shown from tho eyes bent downw ard, 
To guide her sweet employ ; 

She gathered up the laces, 
But tears were trembling there, 

And they had dimmed the brighlucsi 
Of robes once purely fair 

The half-worn shoes she presses, 
Close in convulsive grasp, 

The rich-wrought coral trembles 
Within as wild a grasp. 

Well may the room bo darkened, 
Well may the lady ween— 

The little couch is empty, 
The child icukes not from sleep. 

Ami soon these grateful tokens 
Her hands must lay aside, 

While each recalls some memory 
Of love, and hope, and pride. 

For fair hail been the flower 
That faded iu the spring, 

And fondly to her darlings 
A mother's heart will cling. 

Faintly as some soft echo, 
That low caressing note, 

So oft her child’s glad welcome, 
Around her seems to float. 

Ah ! no, the dreary silence 
With keener pang was felt, 

And by the couch deserted 
Iu agony she knelt. 

Peace comes to thee, young mother, 
Peace lo thy bursting heart, 

Now even while its throbbings 
Seem rending it apart. 

’Tis true Death’s kiss fell coldly 
Upon thy child’s fair brow, 

Hut o’er thy pathway daily 
An angel watches uow. 

! MISCELLANY. 
THE GRAVE OF ROBI.V HOOD. 

At the distance of about six miles from the town 
of Huddersfield, in the very centre of a densely pop- 
ulated manufacturing district, is to he found all that 
remains of the Priory of Kirklees, famous as the bu- 
rial place of the most renowned of the heroes of 
English Historical Romance, Robin Hood. 

“The gave is guarded by an iron railing, and al- 
though the stone was originally covered it was re- 
moved in consequence of portions having been bro- 
ken and carried off as relies by visitors; the inscrip- 
tion upon it is copied on the piesent stone; it is as 

follows: 

tost Roocril, earl of ninitni*'lon ; 
fferarcir ycr az hie an gelid, 
aii pipli Kuulil iin nobiu Head, 
Bic utiawz as lii an hiz men 

Vil enciaiul never si agon.” 
[ Orbiit 21 Kal. Dcccmbrit. 1247. 

Leaving the grave, by the path over the park, 
| the traveller finds himself at the side of a bubbling 
I brook which meanders complainingly through the 
1 grounds from Wes’, to East, and finally empties it- 
self in the river Calder. Crowning the slopo which 

I descends somewhat abruptly to this stream, is a fino 
avenue of beeches, which was no doubt intended to 

give shelter and shade to those sisters of the house 
who should seek in its long drawn vista a place of 
meditation; and there is no question that the margin 
of the brook was unfrequently trod by them for a 

similarly holy purpose. There is a narrow bridge 
that crosses the stream, which gives access to what 
was once tiie gate-way of the priory, although it 
now leads only to certain farm buildings and offices 
attached to the modern Hall, which was built in the 

reign of James the First out of the materials of the I 
old Priory, and stands in the park above. 

| The lodge or gate-house is an excellent preserva- I 

tion and ison several accounts one of the most inter- 

esr.ing portions of the buildings. It is not of large 
dimensions, but the thickness of its walls, its win- 
dowt of extremely narrow lights,divided by mullions 
and two timber gables, one of them well carved, 
and bath in excellent preservation,give unmistake- 
able evidence of its having formed an original por- 
tion of Ue Priory. 

It is in a chamber closet of this gate-house that 
tradition Jeclares Robin Ilood to have expired.— 
The chamber in which it is said tho Outlaw drew 
his last breath is of small dimensions, and the win- 
dow is still pointed out through which his tru9ty 
friend and follower Littlejohn,at his master’s request 
shet an arrow, to mark by its fall the place of his 

grave; and verily it was no unnerved arm that drew 
the bow string which could send an arrow that dis- 
tance, for but few in these days could so shoot. 

From our boyhood the career of Robin Hood,and 
the deeds of his trusty Littlejohn and his “merry 
men” have possessed for us a wonderful attraction, 
which was not a little heightened by the introduc- 
tion by Scott of the account of the exploits of the 
outlaws in Sherwood Forest in “Ivenhoe,” one of 
the most delightful sylvan pictures ever painted by 
the hand of that great master. 

Colley Cibber, the theatrical critic of the Phila- 
delphia Pennsylvanian, gives us the history of one 

of those slang phrases of the day, which some how 

get current in society, good, hail, and indifferent, 
among all classes. A correspondent wanting to know 
the origin of “some pumpkins,” one of the latest of 
these vagabond expressions, and whether it is not 
to be found in some of the old English dramas, the 
Pennsylvanian critic replies, that he is not aware of 
the saying being incorporated in any play extant, 
although it can claim an existence of nearly sixty 
years. It originated with James Fennell, the cel- 
ebrated tragedian, who came to this city in the year 
1792. W hen quite a lad, Fennell in company with 
Dr. Moseley and the celebrated philosopher, Mr. 
Walker,and son.mado the tour of France. Arriving 
at Rouen,and wishing to see all they could,they kept 
peeping in the little windows. As they were pass- 
ing the famous cathedral of Rouen, young Walker 
peeping through his little square, exclaimed,“Look, 
Fennell, what immense pumpkins.” His father, 
who had been attentively gazing at the building, 
turned around, exclaiming, “God, can you be .look- 
ing at pumpkins while you are passing such a cathe- 
dral as this ?” Young Walker observed that he did 
not know what he was passing,for he could see noth- 
ing above the ground. Young Fennell could not 
resist the temptation of plaguing Walker about the 

pumpkins; so whenever they approached a stately 
building, or tower spire, he would invariably ex- 

claim : “Look, W’alker,there are 9ome pumpkins!” 
It is almost needless to say, it became a favorite if 
not a common saying, as it is to this day. 

The President’s Message was published en- 

tire in the Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Louisville and St. 
Louis papers on Tuesday morning, having been re- 

ceived by telegraph. 

Beautiful Thought.—This is an agreeable 
world after all. If we would only bring ourselves 
to look at tin. objects that surround us in their true 

light, we should see beauty where before we be- 
held deformity, and listen to harmony, where we 

before could hear nothing but discord. To be sure 

there is agreat deal of anxiety and vexation to meet; 
wo cannot expect to sail upon a summer sea forever; 
yet if we preserve a calm eye and a steady hand, 
we can sr trim our sails and manage our helm as to 

avoid thejquicksands and weather the storms that 
threaten ihipwreek. We are members of one great 
family ; vVe are all travelling the same road and 
shall arrive at the same goal. YY'e breathe the free 
a:r, we ar< subject to the same bounty, and we shall 
lie down on the bosom of our common mother. It 
is not becoming then that brother should hate brother; 
it is not proper that friend should deceive friend ; 
it is not right that neighbor should injure neighbor. 
YY’e pity tint man who can harbor enmity against 
his fellow ;--,c loses half the enjoyment of life; he 
embitters his own existence. Let us tear from our 

eyes the colored medium that invests evpry object 
with the green me of jealousy and suspicion ; turn 

a deaf ear to the tale of scandal; breathe the spirit 
of charity frotr our lips, and from onr hearts let the 
rich gushings if human kindness swell up as from 
a fountain, so the "golden age” will become no fic- 
tion, and the “island of the blessed” bluom in more 

than Hesperian beauly. 
A Femat.i Miner.—The only white woman I 

have seen in lie mines is the wife of a Frenchman, 
who came from Calcutta. She dresses in trowsers, 
and wears a tjin hat and red shirt, as most of the 
miners do, nnc her hair being cut short, is not sus- 

pected of being a woman, probably, by one-tenth of 
the persons who see her. The first time I saw her, 
I was digginj in a hole in the Mokelmay, a few 
feet from where she and her husband were working 
a rocker. 1 noticed her feminine look and thought- 
ful expression of countenance, and mentioned it to 
a man who wis working near me. He informed 
me that what l supposed to be a remarkably hand- 
some young titan, was a woman; that she was the 
wife of the man at work with her, that her husband 
was once a wealthy merchant in Calcutta, and that 
the wife had been accustomed to ease and luxury. 

Failing in business and becoming poor, the hus- 
band determined to dig a fortune out of the earth 
in California, and the wife, true to her companion, 
only consented when he promised she should ac- 

company him. I have seen her at work with the 
I pick and the spde, early and late—there is ever a 

! thoughtful expiession on her counfenance. but she 
: never seems discouraged ; and yet the unfortunate 

j pair have had the worst of luck, not having dug gold 
| enough to pay tlieir living. This is one of the ma- 

ny romantic incidents that a life in the gold dig- 
I gings of California, from time to time,developes.— 
I Boston Times. 

Scene at the Post Office.—On Saturday 
morning, at an early hour, despite the straight- 

I downwardness ofthe rain, and the muddy, slippe- 
ry, contemptible condition of the streets, a multi- 

\ lude beseigcd the Post-Office fur letters, which 
[ would have done honor to the intelligence of the 

; proudest metropolis in the Union. Of course all 
could not be accommodated at once, and so “a way 
of coming at it” was adopted which reflected still 
more lustre on the American name. Lines were 

formed, stretching down a slippery hill to the dis- 
i3iiu«:oi^u^xB»-fee. lrum itic nJnce. Shoulder to 

shoulder stood men from every part of the United 
States, and a step was 'gained whenever one had 
made his inquiries at the window and retired. Af- 
ter the lines were formed they remained unbroken. 
and accessions to the number must “fall in behind.” 
Not unfrequontly would persons remain in their 
ranks for three and four hours. “Places” near the 
window were sold for five and ten dollars. All this 
was done in a rain, to bear up against which would 
have tried the fortitude of even Oregonians.—Jllla 
California, JVov. 8. 

Juvenile Shopkeepers.—I went one day into 
a wax-chandler’s shop, on the invitation of a mani- 
kin of seven years old. With us, at such an age, 
children are helpless, timid, childish, and child- 
like; in Russia, they arc adroit, cunning, and loo 
clever by half. Dressed in his little blue caftan (or 
loose robe) of precisely the same cut as that worn 

by men, the infant merchant entreated me to enter 
his shop, bowing in the same obsequious fashion as 

his elders ; and when I told him that I was not go- 
ing to buy, hut only wanted to look at his wares, 
lie answered as eomplnisantly as his papa could have 
done: “Pray oblige me by looking at whatever you 
please.” lie showed me all his stock, opened ev- 

ery press with a dexterous willingness, which I 
could not but admire; knew not only the price of 
every sort of candle, but the whole capital invested 
in the slock, the yearly returns, the wholesale price, 
the profit at so much percent.; in a word, he had 
in every respect the demeanor of an experienced 
trader.—Kohl's Russia. 

Cinderella’s Sluter.—This story is of 
French origin. The Dublin University Magazine 
gives the following account of the glass slipper:— 
“Two centuries ago, furs were so rare, and there- \ 
fore so highly valued, that the wearing of them was 

restricted, by severe sumptuary laws, to kings and 
princes. Sable, in those laws called vair, was the 
subject of countless regulations. The exact quality 
permitted to be worn by persons of different grades, j 
and the articles of dress to which it might lie ap- j 
plied, were defined most strictly. Perrault’s tale j 
of‘Cinderella’ originally marked the dignity con- j 
ferred on hpr by the fairy, by her wearing a slipper : 

of vair, a privilege then confined to the highest rank 
of princesses. An error of the press, nowMiecome in- ! 

veterate, changed vair into terre, (glass,) and the j 
slipper of sable was sudden’y converted int* a glass 
slipper. 

Etiquette—The London Journal announces- 

the following rules to lie commc ilfaut at dinner 

parties : “Married ladies precede the single. [This 
is right; the pas should be always given to malri- j 
monial dignity.] The lady of the house is last to i 
enter the dining room—[This is rather more ques- 
tionable.] People who arc engaged, walk in to- 

gether—[This is well enough, and can do no harm.] 
Ladies do not dine with gloves on—[the time has 
been that they did]—and are notjasked to take wine 

by gentlemen.—[Not very long ago it was etiquette 
to ask a lady to take wine; but the progress of tem- 

perance principles has changed,or will change that.] 
There must be a salt cellar to every two persons— 
[one for every four will answer every purpose, un- 

less salt were used as a viand instead of a condi- 
ment.] 

fjCj- Sir .Tames Ross, during his late snjourn in 
the arctic circle, caught some scores of foxes and 
turned them into special messengers by affixing cop- 
per collars to their necks, stamped with the names 

of the ships and the positions of their provision de- 
pots. The arctic fox takes an immense range in 
bis travels, and some of thpse four-legged expresses 
may possibly bo caught by Sir John Franklin’s 
party, if they still survive. 

53- The Legislature of Vermont has taken hold 
ofthe subject of morals, without gloves, by prohib- 
iting the exhibitions of circuses in that State. The 
Legislature assumes that the moral of these exhibi- 
tions is had upon the body politie, and that as guar- 
dians of the public welfare, they have the rightjancl 
power to prohibit whatever tends to its dcmuraliza-! 
tion. | 

1 HISTORY AND PRACTICE OP DUELUNG. 

There is no community which will better illus- 
trate the practice and extreme fully ofduelling, than 
the State of Kentucky. In the debates of the Ken- 
tucky Convention, we observe that some of the a 

blest inen there havearrayedtheniselves&gainstthat 
foolisli as well as wicked practice. Among them 
is the Hon. lien. Hardin, from whose speech we 

extract the following correct account of this extra- 

ordinary practice: 
In the course of my readings as to the history of 

mankind, I have turned my attention some little to 
this subject; and, sir, from the days of Nimrod,the 
mighty hunter of Babylon, down to about three 

I hundred yeatsago,! have not found a single instance 
i where a private, personal quarrol was settled by a 

i duel. In every case where there were personal 
combats, they were for public and not private con- 

siderations. The private combats before the walls 
of Troy and the Walls of Jerusalem,were fought by 
men in each of the armies opposed to each oilier, and 
in behalf of each army. Such was the character of 
the case referred to by the gentleman, (Mr. Nutall,) 
between the three brothers of the Horatii and the 
Curiatii. There the fate of the baltle.it was agreed, 
should turn upon their success. There is no in- 
stance of the modern duel presented until we come 

down to the time when Francis I., of France gave 
the challenge to Charles V., King of Spain and Em- 

peror of Germany. There the practice took its or- 

igin, and it lias been in existence ever since. And 

why is it ? Because there is a notion, a ridiculous 
kind of opiniun going abroad, invisible, intangible 
and which no man can touch, called the code of hon- 

or, which compels a man to fight in certain cases. 

Thus : do you want to kill me ? No. Do I want 
to kill you ? No. But there is some imaginary in- 

sult—some supposed injury, and some sickly sensi- 
bility feels itself insulted, and asks for an explana- 
tion. The man who is asked feels a little too proud 
to give it, and the parties correspond a little,and fi- 

nally fight—and all about nothing. 
We know that duellingdoes not slopkilling in the 

streets, or assassination in the highways. No sir, 
this is a mistakp, and nothing will stop it but a sense 

i of certain, positive, and speedy punishment. And 
i how are we to stop the practice of duelling ? \\ e 

I are to furnish men who are in doubt as to a point ot 

honor, with a competent apology for avoiding a duel. 
That is all we want. There ia not a man in the 

world enjoying health,and who has friends and con- 

nexions around him, that does not love life. Look 
! at the man in the last agonies of death,and see how 

he clings to life. And why ? Because he loves life, 
i And y<Tt a false notion of honor, or rather a false 

public opinion, will force the man in fine health to 
1 hazard his life to a false notion of honor. Frederick 

the Great of Prussia was one of the ablest and 
\ bravest men who ever fought at the head of an ar- 

my, and yet what did he say to the duellist ? Why 
that if a duel was fought, he would iiang all con- 

cerned in it, and if he could find out where was the 

place of meeting, he would go there liimself with 
his hangman, and hang np the survivor without a 

trial. 1 las not Great Britain lately hung up several 
men who killed others in duels. A Colonel Camp- 
bell there, killed a man in a duel, not long since, 
and was iiung. And other instances might do men- 

I tinned. 
I And Kentucky is the only country where no man 

lias ever been punished forgiving, accepting, carry- 
■ ino a cliallenge, or killing his antagonist in a duel. 
What lnrnansnavmieen made imtie family of Alex. 
Pope,my old friend with vvImh** t practiced law until 
he died, by the duelling propensities of those two 

young men, Henry and Fountain Pope. One was 

killed in Arkansas, and the other near Louisville, 
without any cause, if the parties had understood 
each other. The parties fought at a distance of thir- 

ty yards, with shot guns. Did I not know, while 
in Washington,Barron and Decatur,two of the first 
tnen at that period in America, come up in mortal 
array within sixteen feet of each other, because one 

was near sighted, and the rule was that both should 
take deliberate sight before the word to fire was 

given? They both fired and fell with their heads 
not ten feet apart from each other. And before they 
were taken from the ground each expected both to 

die; they spoke to each other, and a reconciliation 
took place. They blessed each other, and declared 
that there was nothing between them. All that was 

required to have prevented the meeting was an ex- 

planation between them. 
There was the case also of McCarty and Mason, 

own cousins, who fought one of the most murderous 
duels on record, because M’Carty voting for another 
man, Mason, being a candidate, felt aggrieved,and 
challenged his vote on the ground of not being 
twenty-one. M’Carty first proposed they should sit 
over a keg of |>owder anti set fire to it, but Mason 
declined. Next he proposed they should go to the 
top of the capitol and hand in hand jump from the 
parapet wall to the ground, a distance of ninety feet. 
This Mason also declined. Then M’Carty proposed 
they should fight with muskets with three balls a- 

peice,which Mason accepted, and then they went 

out and fought eight feet apart—about nothing.— 
McCarty has (old me that the duel was forced on 

him by one of Mason’s seconds. Such arc the bloody 
scenes which illustrate th's code of honor, as it is 
styled. 

Mrs. Farniiam.—This lady, whose project to 
send a vessel load of females to California excited 
some attention here last winter, and who, with one 

or two females, sailed for California in the ship An- 
gelique, from New York, was left behind at Valpa- 
raiso by the captain, who set sail, leaving her on j 
shore with scarcely a dollar in her |>ocket. Her two j 
children were on board the Angelique, and of course 
will not see her until she reaches California. The j 
people of Valparaiso, when informed of the circum 
stances, very charitably furnished her with funds to j 
prosecute her journey to San Francisco. The rea- j 
eon of her having been left behind is stated to have 
been some difficulty between hor and the captain of 
the vessel.— Boston Traveller, Dec. 23. 

Great Hunting.—A Port Natal paper of a re- 
cent date, in noticing the return of a hunting-party, 
says that they killed, among other “small deer,” 
no less than 137 elephants, 17 rhinoceroses, a lion, 
a hippopotamus, a leopard, a wolf, 42 bufi'aloes, 7 
wild boars, 63 deer, antelopes, &c. This was some- 

thing like hunting. 

03* Some speculators, as unpoetical as the man 
who said the cataract of Niagara was a first-rate 
place to sponge a coat, has built a mill at the sus- 

pension bridge over the falls. The wheel is turned 
by the same avalanche of waters that “notches cen 
turies in the eternel rocks.” This is worse than 

making Samson grind corn for the Philistines. 

Singular fact.—It is staled that while the 
subscription in New York, in aid of the Hungarian 
refugees, has nearly reached $4,000, a proposition 
to raise funds for the relief of the disabled N. York 
volunteers has entirely failed. 

G3- The astronomer, Leverrier, has announced to 
the French Academy of Sciences, that the sun ex- 

periences a very considerable perturbation, not hith- 
erto calculated. 

Ghinf.se Iron.—The vessel Minims, arrived at 
Liverpool from Hong Kong, has brought2,990 pigs 
of iron as a portion of her cargo. This is a new 

importation from the Chinese empire. 

FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINIAN. 

GREAT DISPLAY OP jEROLITES. 

On Thursday the 1st day of November, 1849, 
from eight o’clock, a. m., throughout the entire day, 
and until a late hour of the night, in this section of 
the country, there was a magnificent display of 
these enigmatical atmospherical phenomena, which 
have so properly been regarded by Humboldt as 

“small masses moving with planetary velocity in 
conic sections round the sun, in harmony with the 
laws of universal gravitation.” Early in the morn- 

ing explosions resembling distant artillery ware 

heard by various persons which were mistaken for 
blasting explosions, until the afternoon, when these 
fire-winged messengors-of the stars became visible 
to the naked eye. One exploded about two mile* 

I northeast from my residence with n stunning noise, 
which shook the surrounding hills, and in its down- 
ward transit emitted a clear phosphorescent light, 
leaving a distinct line illuminated in its course.— 

Another, five miles northwest, was observed wing- 
ing its course in the same direction, at quite a leis- 
ure pace, horizontally with earth, and being spent, 
exploded with noise and smoke. It appeared to bo 
a revolving ball of white flame. At four o’clock, 

, p. m., I was walking in the field at Pomaria, when 
a startling explosion took place at my back, appa- 
rently three hundred yards from me. The sound 
was fuller than the loudest report of artillery could 
be at that distance, and sensibly shook iho earth. 
Similar instances were observed in the upper part 
of Newberry district, thirty miles north of this place, 
and throughout our whole section they were visible 
to many of the most respectable citizens. I have 
not had leisure to examine any of the locations 
wheretheexplosions look place, todetermine wheth- 
er they have been specific mineral d^posites. At 

night there was a beautiful display of those “fiery 
tears” from the skies, commonly denominated shoot- 

ing stars. 
The sky was perfectly clear during the entire 

day, and a brilliant blue was observable even to tha 
horizon. The sunset was most brilliant crimson, 
and about 10 o’clock, p. m«, the flush of the north- 
ern light was plainly visible. The weather sine* 

has been warm to an intolerable degree, and we are 

now in the midst o( a most charming Indian sum- 

mer. A. G. SUMMER. 
Ravenscroft, Lexington, Nov. 5, 1849. 

Duration and fertilizing effects of Anj- 
mai. manures.—All portions of animal manure* 

are good, but different in the rapidity of their fer- 

tilizing effects, as well as in their duration. The 

principal of this difference is described by Professor 
Johnston as follows:— 

Horn, hair and wool depend for their cflicacy 
precisely on the same principles as the blood and 
flesh of animals. They differ chiefly in this, that 

they are dry, while the blood and flesh of animal* 
contain from eighty to ninety per cent, ot their 

weight of water. Hence a ton of horn shavings, 
of hair, or dry woolen rags ought to enrich the soil 

as much as ten tons of blood. In China, the hair 

which in every ten days is shaven from tho heads 

of the entire population, is collected and sold for 

manure throughout the empire. The effect ot soft 
animal matters is more immediate and apparent, 
while that of hard and dry substances is less visible, 

but •.►ntinncB fora niuch longer period of time.— 

Woolen rags, when made into a compost and fer- 
mented, form an excellent manure for all land of 

crops. 

Ocj* Among tiie first and best of wasted manure*, 
constantly before our eyes in the autumn, are the 

falling leaves of all deciduous trees. When we ro- 

i member that these leaves contain not only all the 
substances necessary to the growth of the plants 
from which they fall; but those substances in tho 
proportions actually needed for new growth, it is 

surprising that we can ever allow a barrowful to be 
lost. The whole riddle of the wondeful growth of 
giant forests, on land not naturally rich, and to 

which nature scarce allows a particle of what is 

commonly called manure, lies hidden in the deep 
beds of fallen leaves which accumulate over tho 
roots, and, by their gradual decay, furnish a plenti- 
ful supply of the most suitable food for the tree* 
above them. Gather and take away from the tree* 
in a wood this annual coat of leaves and in a few 
seasons (uuIpss manure is artificially given,) the 
wood will begin to decline and go to decay. They 
should bo held fast in some way, either by burying 
them about the roots of the trees from which they 
fall, or by gathering them into the compost heap, to 

be applied when duly decomposed in the spring. 
Singular Fall of Icf..—A curious phenome- 

non, says a foreign paper .recently took place at the 
farm of Balvourlich, Scotland. Immediately after 
one of the loudest peals of thunder evei heard there, 
a large and irregular shaped mass of ice, reckoned 
to bo°nearly twenty feet in circumference, and a pro- 
portionate thickness, fell near the farm house—it 
had a beautiful crystaline appearance/ being nearly 
all quite transparent, if we except a small portion 
of it which consisted of hail stones of uncommon 

size, fixed together. It was principally composed 
of small squares—diamond shaped—of from one to 

three inches in size, all firmly congealed together. 
The weight ot this large piece could not be ascer- 

tained; but it is a most fortunate circumstance that 
it did not fall on Mr. MofFatt’s house, or it would 
have crushed it, and undoubtedly caused the death 

of some of the intnaies. No appearance whatever 
of either hail or snow was discernable in the sur- 

rounding district. 

Dead Horses.—At the corner of 40th street, 
and 10th Avenue, in the upper part of New York 

city, is a “Depot for Dead Animals.” Here up- 
wards of 50,000 dead horses are manufactured in a 

year, and many dogs and other animals. They are 

cut up after being skinned, and thrown into a caul- 
dron and boiled. The hoofs are sold to the glue- 
makers, and the bones sell readily for $12 a ton ; 
the skin is worth $1 25, and the fat is sold to tho 

soap-makers. The residue is fed to a large num- 

ber of hogs, which are kept for the purpose of con- 

suming it. There arp six other factories of the kind, 
in the outskirts of the city, though this is the larg- 
est. Tnc manufacturers pay from 50 cents to $t 
for the carcass of a dead horse. 

Gutta Percha Solutions.—Gutta Percha 
readily dissolves in a solution of chloroform with- 

out the aid of heat. The solution thus formed 
makes a capitalital varnish, for if it is brushed on 

any object, the chloroform evaporates with great 
rapidity and leaves a thin skin of gutta percha, 
which thus acts as a preservative against the influ- 
ence of water and air. It is therefore excellent a* 

a plaster for cuts. This solution is excellent to pre- 
serve fruit in a collection of natural history ; and is 

the best and most delicate varnish for paintings 
and drawings on paper. 

Signs of Rain.—Tho air, when dry, I believe, 
retains more red, or heat-making rays; and as dry 
air is not perfectly transparent, thpy are again re 

fleeted in the horizon. I have generally observed 
a copperv'or yellow sunset to foretell rain, but 

an indication of wet weather approaching, nothing 
is more certain than a halo ronnd the moon, which 
is produced by the precipitated water; and the 

larger the circle, the nearer the clouds, and conse- 

quently tho nearer the clouds the more ready to fall. 
— Davy. 


