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(Jrf. The “SPECTATOR”is pubKshcdoncea week, 
el Two Dollars a year, if paid in advance, or Two 
D Mars and Fifty Cents if delayed beyond the expira- 
tion of the year. No subscription willbe disconltnucu, 
bit at the option of the Editoi s,until ullurrearagesure 

^ 
(fj. All communications totlie Editorsby mailmvst 

“he oost-paid,or they willnot be attenihd to. 

ty> ADVERTISE UE.VTS of thirteen lines (or 

less,) inserted three times for one dollar, and twenty- 
Jioe cents for each sabsequentconlinuance- Ear&tr 
vertisementsin thesame proportion. A>.ibei aldiscount 
hade to advertisersby the year. 

J O 11 \ B w a T T S , 

ATTORNEY AT LAW. 
tiRO.M the liberal mpporl heretofore extended to mo as 

t a member of the Bar, iu the Courts ot Augusta Co., I 

‘feel encouraged to offer my professional services to the 

'citizensof U'ockin-hara, Highland, and Pocalioutas. l o 

‘the first two, iu their respective Quarterly and Circuit 

Superior Courts; and to the other, in their Circuit &u- 

-nenor Court only. Office in the Brick-range, second 
>ooui from the North end, on the Last ot the Cour 

bouse square, in Staunton. 
Staunton, Feb b, 1850. 

__ 

UU.VDliKSO.V .W. BKA.L, 
attorney at law, 

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA. 

TIRACTISES in the various Cou'rts of Augusta, 
-l Rockbridge, Bath and Highland. Prompt at- 

tention will bo given to all business entrusted to 

Ihis care. n .... 

Ofti -e in the white building opposite the Court 

House, next door to John N. Hendren where re 

may always be found during business hours, except 
when professionally absent. 

May 2, 1819.—tf. 

JAM ESH.SUI N N E R, 
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA. 

PRACTISES in the Su]wriorand Inferior Courts 

of Augusta, tho Superior Courts of Rocking- 
ham, Rockbridge, and Albemarle, and in the C. S. 

District Court for Western \ irgmra. 
OFFICE, next door to the Gourt House, in the 

Brick Row. 
May 2, 1S49. 

______ 

E THOMAS ALBERTSON, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 

IVA YNESliOR O', VA., 

PR VCTICES in the Courts of Augusta, Albe- 

marle sud Nelson. Oliiee in the room lately 
•occupied by Col. George Baylor, where he may 

be found at all times, unless when a„3ent on pro- 
fessional business. 

Nov. 29, 1S48.__ 
~~BOL,ll\IR C ti Hi ST /.if *V, 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
STAUNTON, V A ., 

WILL attend the Courts of Augusta and the adjacent 
Counties. 

Stauutou, Nov. 14,1849.—tf._ 
JOH:\ LEWIS COtHKA^, 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, 

WILL attend the Superior and Inferior Courts 
of Albemarle, Augusta, Nelson and Louisa. 

Office in Chaklottksvills. 

September 5, 1849.—tl. 
__ 

~Dy. ftobert l\. Ilo^ettsou. 

HAVING located on Christian’s Creek, at the 

residence of his brother, tenders hisprolesston- 
ai services to the neighborhood and the public gen- 
erally. Ho may be found at homo at all hours ex- 

cept when professionally engaged. 
September 19, 1849.—Cm.__ 

DR. A. T* LAIRD) 
At the Virginia Hotel, 

STAUNTON, \rA 
'January 30, 1850.—tf. 

PRINTS ONLY. 
LEE & BREWSTER, 

•11 Cedar Street, New York. 

Print Warehouse—established in 1843.for the side 

„f Printed Calicoes exclusively—at low prices. 

LEF. & BREWSTER confine their attention exclu- 

sively to the purchase and sale ot American and 

Foreign Prints. Their facilities enable them to be the 

largest purchasers in the United States, and secures to 

their establishment advantages in assortment aud pnc 
over au) other House,-and to which the attention or 

Merchants is respectfully solicited. 
December 26, 1849.—Ssh. 

©HESEBROUCrH. STEARNS Sc CO. 
SILK GOODS. 

37, JYassau St., Opposite Post Office, JVew Pork. 

importers und Jobbers of French, India, German and 

Italian Silk Goods of every variety. 
k LSO a complete assortment of British and Amcri- 

A. cau Faucy Goods suited to all sections ot trade in 

the United States, and comprising the mostadnoua- 
ble Styles to be found in the New York Market. 

December 2G, 1949.—bm. 
_ 

"toil* COMPTON.] [DAVID B. TURNER. 

COMPTON Sc TURNER, 
IMPORTERS AND WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 

STAPLE AND FANCY DRY GOODS, 
No 35 Nassau Street, (Opposite the Post Otfice,) 

NEW YORK. 
JDcc. 26, IS 19.—6m. 

CLARK & WEST, 
IMPORTERS OF, AND JOBBERS IN 

'ULOTllS, CASSIMEUES, VESTINGS AND TAI- 

LORS’ TRIMMINGS, 

158, BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

tpHE Merchants of Virginia arc particularly invited 

1 to call and examine their stock. 
December 26,1849.—6m.____ 

NOTICE; 

ararHITE & CO., respectfully announce to all 
TT persons indebted that all accounts title are 

drawn off and ready for adjustment. It will save us 

touch trouble in calliri* on those indebted if they 
Will call and settle their accounts either by Cash 
to Bond—the former greatly preferted. 

Staunton, January, 10, 1850. 
|j|y~ Vindicator and Messenger copy._ 

BRITT ANN IA WARE. 

JUST received at the Hardware Store Brittan- 

nia Coffee and Tea Pots, Candle St.cks, coil- 

*«• m mCE. 
January |4 1' ’__ 

WHI PF & CO., will ftoin this day to the 1st 

day of April next offer their entire stuck ot 

Goods, which is very Idrfe, at very mlneed prices 
for cash. Many styles of Hoods will be oflered at 

Costand below. 
n. ,v 

January 10. 1850—Vind. and MesS; bopy. 

7f IJST received a fresh supply of Coffee, Molas- 

J SKa„d best «• 
& uuoOKE. 

January 23, 1850. 

1.XPPIN00TT, TAYLOR & 00. 
Celebrated Wholesae and Retail 

Clothing Warehouses. 

(The largest assortment in the United Stales,) 
New Warehouse, South-west corner of Fourth and 

Market Streets. 
Old Stand, 193 ami 200 Market Slrett, above Sixth, 

Philadelphia, 
TYTIIF.RE the largest assortment ofREADY-MADE 
W CLOTHING can be found ih this market. Their 

stock is alwaysfui! add complete, and they are there- | 
fore always prepared, cither in “SummeV's heat or 

Winter’s cold” to supply every demand upon them.— 
Their motto is Supt>ior'Coods,atfairpricc!>, and they 
would therefore respectfully solicit the Merchants ol 

the Valley of Virginia to give them a callon their next 

trip to Philadelphia. 
December 19,1S19.—Gin. 

JOHN MACINTOSH. WM. F. WHITE. 

M ICINTOiSSI WHITE, 
Wholesale Ladies' Loot and Shoe Manufacturers, 

No. 13, South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 

MSc W. are extensively engaged in the Manu- 
facture of LADIES, 'MISSES, AND CHIL- 

DREN’S BOOTS AND SHOES in all their varie- 
ties, and keep always on hand a full supply to answer 

the demands of trade. They invite the attention of 
Country Merchants to their extensive stock, satisfied 
that at no other establishment of the kind in Philadel- 
phia, can llicv suit themselves better, either as it re- 

gards the quality of their Goods, or the terms upon 
which they are prepared and determined to sell them. 
Call and see them at their Old Stand, No. 13, South 
Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 

December 19, 13-19.—(iin. 

(So cDo 
„Vo. 3, South Fifth Street, Philadelphia, 

Importer ami Dealer, Wholsale it Retail, 
in Wines, Liquors and SesaFs. 

CONSTANTLY on hand, a large and well assorted 
stock, which is offered in any quantities ou moder- 

ate terms, comprising 
MedeTia, Sherry., Port, Lisbon, Sicily, Tcncriff, Mal- 

aga, Champagne," Claret, Hock, Suuterue and Barsac 
Wines. 

Old Pale and Dark Cognac Brandies; Jamaica atid 
St. Croix Rum ; Holland Gin ; Irish, Scotch and Mouon- 
gahcla Whiskies; Wine Bitters, (of very superior 
quality ;) Loudon Brown Stout, and Scotch Ale; Li- ; 

quors, i$-c., and the finest brands of choice Havana Su- 
gars. 

All orders promptly and carefully executed. 
December 19, 1349.—6m. 

JAMES E BROWN, 
Wholesale and lietail Sittldle and lYunk Maker, 
No. 30, South Fourth Street, between Murkel S; Chest- 

nut Streets, Philadelphia. 

THE attention of dealers and others is invited to his 
assortment of Saddles, Bridles, Saddlebags, Col- 

I lars. Whips, &c.—Also to his superior article of 
I TRUNKS, viz: Sole Leather Trunks, Solid Leather 

Steel Spring Trunks, ‘oT lightweight; Riveted Iron 
Frame Trunks, Lady’s Dress Trunks, Bonnet Boxes, 
Wood Trunks, ofdiffeTcftt qualities ; Valiccs, ofvari- 
ous style and prices; Velvet Tapestry and Brussels 
Carpet Bags, Enamelled Leather Bags, Lady’s Trav- 

elling Bags, Satchels, &c., &c., all of which he offers 
at lo°w prices for Cash, or approved paper. Orders 
thankfully received, and promptly executed. 

December 19, 1849—6m. 

WRIGHT &. KING. 

Clothing Rooms, No. 136, Market st., above 41b, 
Philadelphia. 

YY/'IlEREat all times can he found a complete and 
V\ extensive assortment of 

Rcadv-Made Clothing-. 
They specially tu vile the Merchants of the Valley 

of Virginia to give them a call, promising to furnish the 
best articles in their line upon such terras as must com- 

mand and secure their patronage. They manufacture 
CLOTHING to order upon the shortest notice, and will 

be happy to respond to all suitable calls from the coun- 

try to that effect. 
December 1!), 13-19. 

Hats, Caps, ladies’ Rich Furs, Beaver Bonnets.&e. 

WILLIAM H. BEEBE «fe CD., 
133 Cheshbt St., Philadelphia- 

HAVEonhahda large and superior assortment of 

"FINE GOODS, in the greatest variety in their 

line of trade, and offer them to Merchants and Dealers 

generally, at fair and moderate^irices. They especial- 
ly solicit the attention of the Merchants of the Valley 
of Virginia to their spleudid Slock, and trust that on 

their visit to Philadelphia they will not fail to give 
them a call. Wm. H. Gardner, late of Richmond, Va., 
is associated in the firm of W. H. Beebe & Co. and will 
take great pleasure in waiting on his > irguu& fricuds. 

December 19, 1849. 

Pliila. Dry Goods Emporium 
ECIIEL, RAIGUEL .fc Co., 

IMPORTERS & WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 

Foreign &. Domestic Dry Goods, 
No. 123 and 130 N. 3cl St., above West Side. 

I^EEP ;tt all seasons a complete Assortment oFFOR- i 
C E1GN & DOMESTIC DHY GOODS on hand, a- I 

danted to the trade of all section!) of the country, and 
adequate to any demand that may be made upon them. 

They invite the attention of Southern dealers. And es- 

pecially the Merchants of the Valley of Virginia, to an 

examination of their Stock, satisfied that they will find 

it to their interest to deal with them. 
Dcccmbci 19,1349. 

WM, P. WILSTACH, 
No. 28a North Third Street, Philadelphia, 
Wholesale Importer, Manufacturer and Dealer in 

Saddlers’ Hardware, Carriage and Harness Fur- 
niture, Saddle and Carriage Trimmings, &e-, 

KEEPS constantly on hand, a rich and extensive as- 

sortment of SADDLERY HARDWARE, and 
through the medium of their own home journal, luviicfi 

the Merchants of the Valley of Virginia to call and see ] 
him before purchasing elsewhere. He offers 1ns Goods > 

at such prices us will not fail to please his customers.— 

Remember, his place of business is No. 23 1-2 North 

Third Street, Philadelphia. 
December 19,1S49.—6m. 

To Southern and Western Merchants, Azv. 

SI I VEK Ware.—Forks—Table, Medium, DesSert', 
Tea,Oyster, and Pickle. Spoons-Tablc, Dessert, 

Tea, Gravy, Mustard and Salt. Ladles—Soup, Oys- 
ter, Sauce, Sugar and Cream. Knives—Ice Cream, 
Fish, Cake, Rutter, Fruit, Dessert. 

Te Sets, of various patterns, plain to richly chased, j 

ami of every variety of form. Odd pieces made to 

match, and broken sets completed. Silver warranted 
8t 

Plated and Britanuia Ware, of latest patterns, con- 

stantly ou hand and for sale at 
WILSON’S Silver W arc Manufactory, 

S. W. corner otU and Cherry sts., Philadelphia. 
December 19, 1*49.—6m.___ 
ERASMUS P. WOLFE. JESSE E. PEVTOS. 

Wolfe Peyton, 
Wholesale Dealers in Foreign & Domestic Dry Goods, 

No. 89. Market Street, Philadelphia. 

TTTE would respectfully call the attention of South- 

W era Dealers to oilr well selected stock ofro-; 
re!-ii and Domestic Dry Goods. They have been pur- 

1 chased for c ash, and will be run off to customers upon 
the cheapest term*. We extend u special invitation to 

the Merchants of Virginia to pay us a visit at our house, 
No. 69 Market St., Philadelphia. 

Dec. 19, 1349-—«m. 

CONG-RSSS HALL. 

No. 63 C’iiesnut St.; .V 27 South ’IhikhSt., 
PHILADELPHIA. 

Dec. 19, I3i9.—6m._ 
W’M. G. STEliHKT'V; on the corner opposite 

the Post Olliee, has just received a superior 
; article of Tea. for sale low. 

I December 20; 1STV. 

POETRY, 

The following elegant bagatelle, was the pro- 
duction of Dr. John M. Harney, who died at Bard*- 

towu, Ky., in 1825. He has published several lightpie- 
ces of uucomuion merit. 

ECHO AND TIIE LOVER. 

Lover. Echo ! mysterious nymph, declaro 
Of what you’re made, and what you arc— 

Echo Air! 

Lover Mid airy cliffs and places high, 
Sweet Echo! listening, love, you lie— 

Echo Yt>v he! ( 

Lover Thou dost resuscitate dead sounds— 
Hark ! how my voice revives, resounds— 

Echo Zounds! 

Lover I’ll question thee before I go— 
Come, answer me more apropos ? 

Echo Eoh! poh ! 
Lover Tell me, fair nymph, if e’er you saw 

So sweet a girl as Phoebe Shaw ? 
Echo Pshaw! 

Lover Say, what will turn that frisking coney 
Into the toils of Matrimony ? 

Echo Money! 
Lover Has Plurbe not a heavenly brow ? 

Is it not white as pearl—as snow ? 
Echo Ass.’ no! 

Lover Her eyes ! \V as ever such a pair ? 
Are the stars brighter than they are? 

Echo They are ? 

Lever Echo, thou liest, but can’t deceive mo ; 
Her eyes eclipse the stars, believe me— 

Echo Leave me ! 

Lover But come, thou saucy, pert romancer. 
Who is as fair as I’hccbe, answer ? 

Echo Ann, sir ! 

MISCELLANY. 

THE RUSSIAN CONSPIRACY. 

The St. Petersburg Journal of the 6th January 
mentions the discovery of a conspiracy by a number 
of persons, including several officers, to overthrow 
the Government. The ringleaders, twenty one in 
number, Were tried by court martial, and were found 
guilty of an Attempt to overthrow the Government, 
to subvert religion, and to abolish all existing insti- 

| tutions, and were sentenced to be shot. The Km- 
j peror, however, commuted the punishment—we 
; will hardly say in mercy—for the prisoners have 
I been deprived of their civil rights, sentenced to hard 
labor in the mines, to work at the fortifications, or 

to enter the army, after a certain term of imprison- 
ment. The head of the conspiracy was a very 
yoWig man, Nicholas Kaschkine, who is described 
as being an honorary councillor. Kaschkine’s fa- 
ther, it appears, is an exile in Siberia, and the Em- 
peror, supposing that this circumstance ha'd occa- 

| sioned the son’s rebellion, had him brought before 
I him. Ho was received with ublboked-for kind- 
: 

ness and affability, and the following imslo-dlirtiat- 
ic scene is said to hive taken place: 

“You are young, M. Kaschkine, and voC JrtVo 
another still better excuse,” said the magnanimous 
Emperor. “Under the mask of politics, you have 

wished, I suspect, to satisfy a desire of vengeance 
for the condemnation of your father, which you Yc- 

gard as iniquitous. The power which keeps him 
in Siberia cannot be considered legitimate in the 
eyes of a good son; and i can comprehend the ltal- 
prudent passion which has placed you in my hands. 
I shall not, therefore, abuse the terrible right which 
I have over you, and if your repentance Suggests to 

you any avowals whiteh may lender legitimate An 
absolute pardon—if you make known the details of 
tlie conspiracy, the names of your accomplices, all 

may yet be forgotten. Your future career shall not 
be stopped ; you shall be restored to liberty,” &.c. 
“Sire.” interrupted M. Kaschkine, “do not proceed 
any further, and, above all things, abandon your er- 

ror. No thought of vengeance has inspired me With 
the idea of putting an end to your domination. In 
our family the condemnation of rriy father is regard- 
ed as a title of honor. Personally, 1 do not think I 
can do ahy thing to add to the honor of our name if it 
were not by contributing to the annihilation of your 
race and of your degrading authuVily.” The con- 

versation took place before witnesses, who uttered 
an exclamation of hohor, whether real or feigned. 
The Emperor affected the most perfect sangfroid. 
“That youngman is a madman,” lie said; “it is not 

a dungeon, but a madhouse that he merits.” It is, 
in fact, to a madhouse that Kaschkine has been sent, j 

The wariness of Deer.—The deer is the 
most acute animal we possess, and adopts the most 

sagacious plans for the preservation of its life. When 
it lies, satisfied that the wind will convey to it an 

intimation of the approach of its pursuer, gazes in 
another direction. If there are any wild birds,such 
as curlews, in its vicir.ity, it keeps its eye intently 
fixed on them, convinced that they will give it a 

timely alarm. It selects its cover with thegreatest 
caution, and invariably chooses an eminence from 
which it can have a view around. It recognizes 
individuals, and permits the shepherd to approach 
it. The stags at ToirnnpfeSs Will suffer the boy to 

go within 20 yards of them, but if I attempted to 

encroach upon them they were off at once. A poor 
man who carries peats in a creel on his back here, 
may go “cheek by jowl” with them ; but 1 piit on 

his pannier the other day and attempted to advance 
and immediately they sprung away like antelopes. 
An eminent deer stalker told me the other day of a 

plan one uf his keepers adopted to kill a wary stag". 
This animal had been known for years, and occu- 

pied part of a plain from which itcould perceive the 

smallest object at ihe distance of a riiile. The keep- 
er cut a thick bush, which he carried before him 
as he crept, and commenced stalking at eight in the 

morning ; but so gradually did he move forward that 

it was five in the affenioo'n before.he stood, in tri- 

ump with his foot on the antlered king. “I never 

felt so much for an inferior creature,” said the gen- 
tleman, “as 1 did for this deer. W hen I came up 
it was panting life away, with its large blue eyes 

Firmly fixed on its slayer. You would have thought, 
that it was accusing itself of simplicity in having 
been so easily betrayed.”—Inversness Cour. 

Phenomenon in Oregon.—In the Cascade 
mountains in the month of last Nov., there, were 

heard loud report*, like distant thunder, and imme- 

diately after, Silver Creek dried up for twenty four 

hours. When the water did resume its course it was 

so thoroughly impregnated with alkaline substances 

as tu have the appearahee of strong lie, and as also 

to cause the death of the fish in the stream. About 

the tinle oif the occurrence, strong winds prevailed 
from the south, a heavy fall of ashes was noticed in 

most parts of this valley, and a dense cloud of smoke 

settled in the atmosphere, shutting out the light ot 

the sun for nearly a week. 

Ccf- The Havana papers say that the papers of 

California are all a humbug, a Yankee trick. Spain 
held California three hundred years and never had 

a newspaper there, ergo the Americans cannot ei- 

ther ; according to the Uiarin, tho papers aro print- 
ed in New York,and sent to San Francisco on spec- 

i illation. 

FAT MKJT. 

The following is an extract from the lectures of 
Rev. Henry Giles, now going through the press of 
Messrs. Ticknor, Reed & Fields, Boston: 

There is something cordial ftt a lat man. Every 
body likes him, and he likes every body. Your 
Ishmaelites are, in truth, a bare-faced race; a lank 
tribe aVe they—all skeleton and bile. Food does a 

fat man good ; it clings to him, it fructifies upon 
him; he swells nobly out, and fills a generous space 
in life. He is a living, walking specimen of grati- 
tude lo the botonty ofthe earth, and the fulness 
thereof; an incarnate testimony against the vanity 
of care, a radiant manifestation of the wisdom of 

good humor. A fat man, therefore, almost in vir- 
tue of being a fat man, is per se a popular man; and 

commonly he deserves his popularity. In a crowd- 
ed vehicle the fattest man will ever be the first to 
make room. Indeed, he feels half sorry for his size, 
lest in the way of others : but o\hers would 
not Snre him less than he is, for hu humanity is 
usually commensurate with his bulk. A fat man 
has abundance of rich juices. The hinges of his 

system are well oiled ; the springs of his being are 

noiseless; and so he goes hi's way rejoicing rh full 
contentment and placidity. * * * 

A fat man feels his position solid in the world ; 
he knows his being is cognizable: ho knows he has 
a marked place in the finiVtAse', in<3 that he needs 
no extraordinary pains to advertise mankind that he 
is among them ; he knows that he is in no danger 
of being overlooked. Your thin man is uncertain, 
and therefore he is uneasy. He may vanish any 
hour into nothing; already he is almost a shadow, 
and hence it is, that fie uses such laborious efforts 
to convince yon of his existence, to persuade you 
that he is actually something; that he is more than 
an nonentity ; that he is a positive substance as well 
as his corpulent fellow creatufe. 

* * * It really does take a deal of wrong to 

make one hate a fat man ; and if we are not always 
so cordial to a thin man as we ought to be, Chris- 
tian charity should take into account the amount 
of prejudice which We have to overcome against his 
thinness. A fat man is the nearest to that most 

perfect of figures, a mathematical sphere ; a thin 
man to that most limited of conceivable dimensions, 
a simple Irh’e. A fat man is a being of harmonious 
volume, and holds relation to the material universe 
in every direction ; a thin niaii, in fact, fs but the 
continuation of a point. 

Interesting relic.—VVehad, a day or two 

since* the pleasure of examining a most interesting ; 

relic, being no'thirig Ieks thin the Weddiug-ring with i 
which Martin Luther, the great Reformer was mar- 

ried. It is of gold curiously wrought, being broad 
and flat on the back of the finger, with a small ru- 

by set in the centre., Ou the inside is thfs inscrip- 
tion, in German : “br. Hartin Luther, Catharine 
von Boren, June 13, 1525.” The inscription is 

considerably obscured by wearing. The ring was 

brought to this country by Charles Luther, a lin- 
eal descendant of the Reformer, who has abundant 
proof of its authenticity, and of his own, in the cer- 
tificates ofthe magistrates ofthecity of Magdeburgh 
in Prilsfcia where he formerly resided, and ofthe for- 
mer Ministers of Prussia, through*whose hands it 
has passed. It was once the properly of an ancestor 
ofthe present king of Prussia, and by him was re- 

stored to the family. The present king; as we are 

informed; has offered 3000 thalers, or about 

$1,800 for it, an ofifer Which was refused by its pre- 
sent pbSsesor, who was last summer forced to emi- 
grate on accoant uf being involved in political distur- 
bance*. It is certainly asingular destiny which has 
brought this valuable relic to the New World.—JY. 
Y. Tribune. 

\ Petrified body.—The Hudson (Miss.) Re 
publican, of the 26th ult., relates the following sin- 

gular circumstance. 
A subject which had been buried five or six years, 

was taken up a few days since for the purpose of 

removing to a different location, and found in a high 
State of petrifaction. It required the strength of 
six or eight men to raise the coffin .from the vault— 
this caused them to 'open it; to discover the cause of 
‘.be weight, when, to their surprise, they found it to 

contain a form of stone. With the except ion of the 

fingers, part of one of the feet, and a small spot un- 

der the position of the hand; which had decayed be- 
fore petrifaction had taken place, the body was ap- 
parently a solid ^ton'e. This circumstance occur- 

red in this county, seven or eight miles north of 
ibis town, and prestents a problem for scientific so- 

lution. 

Of?-The case of Mrs. Gaines, which has been in 
the courts So lortg, 1ms been at last decided in the U. 
S. Circuit Court New Orleans and against her 
claim. The testimony in the case showed nut only 
a curious state of affairs in the domestic history of 
some of the parties concerned, but also some singu- 
lar facts respecting the social and moral life in New 
Orleans previous to its admission into the Union. It 
was proved during the trial that iho mother of Mrs. 
Gaines was married to three different persons,each 
living at the same time. Mrs. G. was th'e child of 

the second husband,and claimed all his large estates, 
but the decisiuhs of the Court leaves its possession 
in the hands of the present owners. 

Two weeks’ sleep.— vVe witnessed yesterday I 
afternoon,at College Hall, the waking up of a young 
lady of this city, mesmerized by Prof. Rodgers,who 
had been in the mesmeric sleep of two weeks, dur- 
ing which time, we learn, she has been cured of a 

pamful spinal affection. The uncle of the young 
lady, Judge II-, formerly Mayor of Cincinnati, 
corroborated the above statement. When waked 
up the lady was asked how long she. thought she 
had been asleep and replied about two hours. When 
informed it was two weeks, she laughed and seemed 
much astonished, and stated that she waS entirely 
cured of her disease.— Cut. 1'imcs. 

Baby talk.—Judge—, of Wisconsin though 
art incorrigible old bachelor, is a great admirer ufla- 

dies, ftnd few men are more polite and attentive to 

them, but “baby talk” is his abhorrence. It is said 
of him that travelling one day in liiS wagon he o- 

vertook a woman and baby. “Madam,” said he, 
that child mdst life ft burden to you. If yoli will 

promise not to talk nohsenseto it you may ride in my 
wagon.” 'i'liis the lady readily promised; but soon 

forgetting the scruples of her companion, she com- 

menced with “Bess its little healrt! So it should 
go ridy pidy in dc coachee poachee!” “What!” 
thundered the exasperated Judge, “get out of my 
wagon!” 

DfcBT AND LIABILITIES OF ViltOIRtA.—-FfOrtt 
the report of the 2nd Aiiditor, Mr. Brown, and also 
the report of the Committee on Finance, both of 
which reports were made to the Legislature it ap- 
pears that tho public debt of Virginia, is 
‘ 

$7,541,294 11 
To which add for liabilities; 9,003,G8G 95 

Totiti; $16,544,931 OG 
--—-n 

Iron Bridge across Rivanna River.—The 
Louisa kailroad Company have caused a beautiful 
iron bridge to be thrown over Rivanna River, about 
two miles from Charlottesville. It has been com- 

pleted only a tew days, and its strength is to be test- 

ed by running a tram over it the first time of 120 
ons weight. 

The name Mary is from the Hebrew, and means 

a “tear drop.” What pleasing associations does 
not it call up in every heart 7 

(From the Democratic Review, of March, 1848.) 
ELECTIVE JUDICIARY. 

(cokcludxd:) 
VVe fiaYe heretofore shown that our notions about 

tho independence of tTie judiciary have been borrow- 
ed from England. We have shoton that the inde- 
pendence of the judiciary, as there understood, can 

have no application to this country. VVe have fur- 
ther endeavored to depict some of the evils which 
must "necessarily follow that irresponsibility. In 
addition to these things, many cogent and unan- 

swerable arguments could be urged in favor of a ju- 
diciary, constituted upon different principles, if it 
were deemed at all necessary to continue further 
the discussion upon that point. Recent events have 
shown, that upon this subject the public sentiment 
of the country h33 undergone a'great and radical 
change. In six Stales of this Union, Constitmions 
have been adopted, which recognizo to the fullest 
extent, the necessity of holding all the departments 
of government to a proper responsibility.’ In NVw 
York, Louisiana, Missouri, Texas, Illinois arid Wis- 
consin, the people, through their represt nfvivro, 
displayed a wonderful unanimity as regards lljp pro- 
priety of limiting tho tenure of judicial offices. In 
New York, Louisiana, arid Texas, the highest ju 
dicial functionaries are to be appointed for the term 
of eight years; Illinois, for nine years; Wisconsin, 
five years; and in Missouri for the term of twelve 

years; and there can be but little doubt that this 
same principle will soon be adopted and acted upon 
by every State in this Union. Irresponsibility in 
any of the departments of government is a despotic 
and not a,republican principle. In the future dis- 
cussion of this subject, then, we shall lake it for 
granted that this system oTrippointment for life is to 

be abolished. Our judges hereafter are to be ap- 
pointed for a term of years. Their irresponsibility 
is to cease. They are to be accountable to some 

one; ririd \he question is, to whom shall be confided 
the delicate duty of holding them to accountability 7 
We have no hesitation in saying, that we go for 

'reprising the g&'cred trust in the hand’s of the poople. 
The first point which naturally suggests itself in 

the investigation of this subject, is that involving 
the question of right. Have the people the politi- 
cal right of electing their judges I If so, then the 
advocates of a popular election are contending for 

nothing that is wrong. They are merely advoca- 
ting the exercise of a right which is conceded. But 
it may be satd', that although the existence of the 
right cannot be disputed, in the teeth of the ac- 

knowledged axiom of our government, that “all 
power is ihherent in the people,” yet the expedien- 
cy of exercising that right may be well questioned 
and utterly denied, he fallacy of such a position 
is easily exposed. No man can be deprived of a 

political right under the pretext that it is inexpedi- 
ent for him to exercise it. The right once granted 
or proved, the free exercise of it follows; else the 
term “right” conveys no idea which is definite and 
tangible to the human understanding. Of what a- 

vail will it be to possess a right, if it is to be pos- 
sessed in theory alone? The Constitution declares 
“that all power is inherent in the people;” yet, if 
none of the powers of the government are to be ex- 

ercised by tire people, what a grave and Solemn 
mockery is the empty assertion of popular rights. 
It will doubtless bo consoling to the people, to in- 
form them that their right is unquestioned to man- 

age and control the affair^ of theirowri government 
as they please; yet that it Would be vastly more 

expedient and profitable to them to permit others 
to exercise the right which properly belongs to 
them. 'I'llis is the. argument which is employed 
every where to comfort tho sorrows arid bind up the 
wounds of the crushed and down trodden masses of 
the world. This is the argument which is intend- 
ed to make the Russian serf bend his back to the 
knout without a murmur, and which is used to prop 
up and support every grinding despotism in the 
world. It is the argument which pourt its syren 
voice into the ears of the English subject, and tells 
him, when guant famine preys upon his vitals, and 
sweeps his hearthstone with desolation, that it is 
vastly more to his interest that the powers of the'gov- 
ernment should be wrested from his hands, where 

they properly belong, an'd "placed in the hands of 

tyrants. WhelheY he believes in the principle 
which doomsliim to perpetual slavery, is a problem 
most easy of Solution. Remove for a *ingle day 
the military power of that government, and the 
setting sun would shed its light on the ruins of that 

stupendous tyranny, which strides over the for- 
tunes and the liberties of her people. 

And now the very argument which is employed 
by the monarchist, is the very argunnent which is 

empbyed by the opponent of an elective judiciary. 
As the people arc told in one case, that it is for 
their benefit that all the power of the govern- 
ment should be confided to the sovereign, so are 

they informed, in the other case, that it is for their 
interest that the governor or the legislature should 
be permitted to appoint the judiciary. Can it be 
that they will consider that it is for their interest, 
that the most important functionaries of the Stale, 
who are daily called upon to decide questions in- 

volving tlioir lives and theit property, should hold 
their appointment from, and be responsible to, some 

authority in the State other than that of the people 
themselves Education and habit can teach many 

things, but rightly presented, they can hardly teach 
so monstrous a proposition as this. 

The advocate of a judiciary elective by the peo- 
ple, is fortified by arguments, which can be neither 
resisted iior refuted. In defending the acknowl- 
edged political right of the people to choose their 
own officers in all the departments of government he 

stands upon a position which can be carried neither 

by 6iego nor storm. He may be sneered at or taunt- 

ed, or denounced, as destructive and a radical, but 

his cause is fast anchored in the affections of the 

people, and is destined to a epeedy and glorious tri- 
umph. .... 

In the organization of our government, if there is 

one leaningprinciple which is recognized as essen- 

tial, it is that of the separation and division of its 

powers. In a jiUre des|>otism, all power centres in 

the monarch. Just in proportion as you divide and 

separate these |lowers, you advance from monarchy 
to republicanism. In. most of the constitutions a- 

dopted in the States, the powers ol’government have 

been divided into three parts, legislative, executive, 
and judicial; each of which have been confided jo a 

separate and distinct bpdy of the magistracy. 1 lie 

importance of keeping them separate add distinct 
has been fully acknowledged, and the possibility of 
an uniuti between them has been guarded against 
by prohibiting any one of the departments from ex- 

ercising any of the powers justly belonging to either 
of the others. T^e framers of these constitutions 
have sketched with a bold hand the true outlines 
of a republican government, and they have recog- 
nized the fullest extent of the principle, that as the 

I centralization of the power constitutes despotism,its 
| separation and division, constitutes the vital princi- 

pal of a republic, but they have failed to carry out 

in practice what they so justly announced in theory. 
In truth, our safety consists in keeping each of the 

departments of government separate from and inde- 
pendent of the rest. Any other organization, of the 
government wolild be destructive of our liberties, 
ancl would lead to disastrous consequences. If the 

legislature be subordinate to, the judiciary, or if the 

judiciary be subordinate to the legislature or execu- 

tive; what guaranty have we fof the preservation 
hnd integrity of our constitution 1 That branch ijr 
the government which controls either of ths depart- 
ments will soon alisorb to itself all the powers of the 
State, and the rights and liberties of the people will 

j be cttgulphed in the whirlpool of its power. One 

single ilJustratioft wfll Satisfy every one of the vast 
danger to be incurred bysubjecting the judicial to 
the control of fh'e legislators or the executive. The 
constitutions of most of the Slates declare that the 
writ of hcbeas corpus shall not be suspended except 
in case of war or actual invasion of the country.— 
Suppose that the legislature should order this writ 
to be suspended in time of profound peace, and a cBt 
lien being illegally deprived of his liberty, should 
seek to avail himselfot the benefit of that writ, thus 
solemnly guaranteed to him by the constitution of 
his country ; do you think that the judge who was 
a candidate for re-election before the same legisla- 
ture, would have the manly independence to telj 
the arbiters of liis destiny, that they had trampled 
upon that law which they had sworn to support, 
and thus their act was nugatory, and should there- 
fore be annulled and set at nought/ It is possible 
that he might thus rebuke from his seat the lawless 
spirit which had leaped over the bounds affixed to 
the legislative power; but it is certain that no se- 
cond opportunity would be afforded to the lieroio 
judge to disregard tho will of his masters. Tho 
vole of tho legislature would teach him the power 
of the body he had thus defied, and his place would 
be occupied by some one moTe suppliant. 

"Who would beod the pregnant hinges 
Of the knee, that thrift might 
Follow fawning.” 

But it is proposed now to examine, somewhat at 

.large, the various plans which have been suggested 
fur the appointment of the judiciary. It is evident 
that the choice must be made between three pow- 
ers to the State—the Legislature, the Governor or 
the People. The question is, shall the judiciary be 
subordinate to the legislature or the executive, or 
shall it be responsible directly to the people'? 

If there is any system calculated to introduce cor- 

ruption into our government, it is that which gives 
to the legislature the power of appointment of the 
judiciary. In vain have the barriers of the constitu- 
tion been erected around the rights of the citizens, 
if the judiciary is to spring from the same source 
which controls and creates the legislation of the 
country.. Tho enactments of the constitution—the 
solemn ■provisions of the organic law, will weigh 
but as feathers in a balance, w hen brought into col- 
lision with the branch of that power to which the 
judiciary has been rendered subordinate ; yet this is 
only one of the evils that would flow from the a- 

doptlon of this system. To destroy the principle 
of the separation of powers; to .treak down the use- 

fulness of the judiciary, by merging it in the legis- 
lature, would of itself be attended with disastrous 
consequences to the operations of the ̂ governments 
yet the mischief would nut Ire; altogether confined to 
the prostration of one department at the footstool of 
another. The legislature itself would suffer equal- 
ly with the judiciary; its integrity would be sappetl 
by the temptations of the patronage conferred upon 
it, and the streams of bur legislation would be poi- 
soned at their fountain head; the legislative hall 
would be made an arena in which hungry office- 
seekers would be pitted against each other, and the 
passage of Wholesome Ia\Vs. would be obstructed, 
and retarded or defeated, by the intrigues and ca- 
bals wliich such a system would necessarily engondV 
et. The candidate for one judgeship would need 
the assistance of tho candidate fur another judgeship, 
and he who would intrigue deepest and spread his 
Webs widest, would carry off the judicial ermine as 
a trophy of his skill and the reward of his manage- 
ment. A judiciary thus constituted—thus springing 
from the hot and boiling cauldron of legislative in- 
trigue, would be ill qualified to discharge the high 
and responsible duties devolved upon, it by the con- 
stitution. In purity, In calmness, in elevation of 
character, in freedom front political bias and preju- 
dice it would be lamentably deficient, and there is 
reason to fear that it would pervert and prostitute 
its high powers to the promotion of its own base and 
unworthy ends. 

1 he great objoct is to adopt some system which 
will ensue the attainment of honest and capable 
judges. But it is evident that this cannot be accom- 

plished, unless the power which is with the appoint- 
ment has a knowledge of the qualifications ofa can- 
didate. The legislature is composed ofpersons com- 

ing from all sections and quarters of the Stale; out 

ofa hundred delegates, perhaps but three or fouf 
will represent that section of the co'u'ntry from which 
the judge is to be chosen, Jime-tenths of the num- 

ber will know nothing of the various candidates pro- 
posed for nomination, and will care as little upon 
whom the choice may fall... The representative 
from one section of the State will feel but little in- 
terest for himpelf or ltis constituents as regards the 

appointment of a judge in the other sections of the 
State. Thus the appointment will be made by men 

nine-tenths of whom have neither knowledge nor 

interest to. regulate their decision. But, it may be 
said that the legislature may he governed by the 

opinion of the immediate representative of the peo- 
ple concerned. This, however, it will be remark- 
ed, is optional with each member composing the 

body of electors; but whether they do so or not ihe 

objection,to this mode of appyintmdnt is equally 
strong. If the opinion of the representatives of each 
district is to prevail, where the necessity of calling 
in the residue of the legislature to assist in the o- 

lection, when it is in their power to disregard the 
wishesofhim wfto&lonq has knowledge orinterest in 
the subject? Why not give at once, to the repre- 
sentative of each district, the right of appointing its 

judge? But if it is designed that the whole legisla- 
ture should beachecku|>on the local representatives, 
then it is probable that in every case where the leg- 
islature undertakes to act in opposition to their will 
that an incompetent or obnoxious judge would he 
foisted upon the people, The wjtole tendency of 
such a system is to lead inevitably tolog rolling and 

barter of votes. Except as regards the election of 
the Supreme Judiciary, whose jurisdiction is co-ex- 

tensive with the limits of the State.it is evident that 
a vast majority of the legislature would have no 

personal and direct interest in the selection ofa good 
jadge for each of the districts* 

Each member of that district, however, will havo 

some ulterior object to gain, of more in’erest to him- 
self and constituents than the appointment of a par- 
ticular man to the office of judge in ssme ot the 

neighboring or more remote districts of the State, 
Whatever that object may be, his vote will be the 
chief capital upon which lie is to rely for his attain- 

ment j and can it be doubted that that vote would, 
be cast not so much with reference to the choice ot 

a good judge as to the accomplishment of his own 

purposes? The pUrit^ of the legislature, the dig- 
nity of the judiciary, and the proper working ot uur 

system, require that thesb two departments should 
not be so blended as to lead to the corruption of the 

one, and the degradation of theother. j. 
To confer the power of appointment upon the ex- 

ecutive is equally objectionable. The same reason 

which renders it important thaj the judiciary should 
not be subordinate to the legislature, applies equal- 
ly to the executive. It is the duty of the judici- 
ary to brfiitr the acts of the executive td the test 

of the constitution and tq Keep this depart- 
ment' within the sphere allotted to it by law.— 

By holding in Hi3 hands the. power of re-appoint- 
ment, you give to the (executive absolute dominion 
ovei the judges, a It'd if disposed to do a violent thing, 
he would §oon fill the bench with fitting instru- 

ments to sanction and sanctify .the deed. Ciive him 

this power, and he will unite in his own person all 

the powers of government; with legislative and ex- 

ecutive Ainbttoria hhil a servile and obedient judtcu 
ary, he will possess as much power as the crowned 

monarch on his throne. ... 

We olrject to it, also, because it is the one-n arf 
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