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STAUNTON SPECTATOR. 
T BUMS. 

!)0» SPECTATOR” is pnblishedonce a tccek, 
at Ttoo Dollars a year,tf paid in advance, or 'l\co \ 
Dollars and Fifty Cents if delayed beyond the expira- 
tion of the year. .Vo subscription will be discontinued, 
bat atthe option of the Edilois, until allarrearages are 

^ 
Alt communications tothe Editors by mailmust 

be post-paid, or they willnot be attended to. 

ADVERTISE MEXTS of thirteen lines (or 
less,) inserted three times for one doilar, ond twenty- 
live cents for each sabseqaenlcontinuunce^ Larger ad-, 

vertisements in the same proportion. AlibcraU-iscount, 
made to ailocrtisersby the year. | 

J O 11 \ w. WATTS, 
ATTORNEY AT LAVI- 

tpROM the liberal support heretofore extended tome as 

1? a member of ibe Bar, iu the Courts ot AugusU to., I 

if eel encouraged to offer my professional services to the j 
•citizens of Rockingham, High laud, and Pocahontas. Jo j 
the first two, in their respective Quarterly and l ircui. 

Superior Courts; and t«. the other, in then Circuit 3u 

perior Court only. Office iu the Brick-range, seconU ( 
room from the North end, on the Last of the C cult- 

'll ome square, in Staunton. 
Stauuton, Feb 6, 1350. 

HL.\V)LU30.\ 51. BRU, 
ATTOSlIffjB'Sr AT SAW- 

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA. 

PRACTISES in the various Courts of Augusta, 
Rockbridge, Bath atul Highland. Prompt at- 

tention will be given to all business entrusted to 

his care. ,, 

Office in the white building opposite the Court 

House, next door to John N. lletidren where he 

may always be found during business lours, except 
when professionally absent. 

May 2, 1849.—tf. 
______ 

JAMES II SKINNER, 
ASP ILv&Wb 

STAUNTON, V1RGIMA. 

PRACTISES in the Superiorand Inferior Courts 

of Augusta, the Superior Courts of Rocktng- 
ham, Rockbridge, and Albemarle, and in the U. S. 

District Court (hr Western \ irgtnia. 
OFFICE, next door to the Court House, in the 

Brick Row. 
May 2, 1849. 

__ 

jj. THOMAS ALBERTSON, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 

WA YXESB OKO\ VA., 

PRACTICES in the Courts of Augusta, Albe- 

marle and Nelson. Office in the room lately 
occupied by Col. George Baylor, where he may- 
be found at all times, unless when absent on pro- 
fessional business. 

Nov. 29, 1848._ 
BOILl Will CtMItMSTM*tf.V, 

attorney at law, 
STAUNTON, v A., 

WILL attend the Courts of Augusta and the adjacent 
Counties. 

Staunton, Nov. 14, 1449. tf. 
_ 

JOII* LEW IS COCHRAN, 
attorney at law, 

WILL attend the Superior and Inferior Courts 

of Albemarle, Augusta, Nelson and Louisa, 

gigp’ Office in Charlottesville. 

September 5, 1849.—tf. 

I)r. Ilcfoevt Y\. RoVsetison 

HAVING located on Christian’s Creek, at the 

residence of his brother, tenders his profession- 
al services to the neighborhood and the public gen- 

erally. He mav be found at home at all hours ex- 

cept when professionally engaged. 
September 19, 1819.—6tO. 

DR. A. T. LAIRD, 
At the Vir ini a Hotel, 

STAUNTON, VA 

January 30, 1850.—tf. 

PRINTS only. 
LEE <fc BREWSTER, 

44 Cedar Street, New York. 

Print Warehouse—established in lb-13,for tliesulc 

of Printed Calicoes exclusively—at low prices. 

LEE & BREWSTER confine their attention exclu- 

sively to the purchase and sale of American and 

Foreign Prints. Their facilities enable them to be the 

largest purchasers in the United States, and secures to 

their establishment advantages in assortment and prices 
over any othsr House,—and to which the attention of 

Merchants is respectfully solicited. 
December ‘26, 1849.—Cm. 

©HESEBROUGH, STEARNS &. CO. 
1*llsK GOODS. 

37, Nassau St., Opposite Post Office,.Yew York. 

Importers and Jobbers of French, India, German und 

Italian Silk Goods of every variety. 

ALSO a complete assortment of British und Ameri- 
can Fancy Goods suited to all sections ol trade in 

the United States, and comprising the most h ashioua- 

ble Styles to be found in the New York Market. 
December 26, 1849.—6m. 

joux comp'.on ] [u.wid y. ivistU. 

COMPTON A TURNER, 
IMPORTERS AND WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 

STAPLE AND FANCY DRY GOODS, 
Jio 33 Nassau Street, (Opposite the Post Office,) 

NEW YORK. 
Dec. 28, 1519. -Cm. 

_ 

CL AUK A WIST, 
IMPORTERS OF, AND JOBBERS IS 

CLOTHS, CASHMERES, VESTINGS AND TAI- 

LORS’ trimmings, 

\58, BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

THE Merchants of Virginia are particularly invited 
to call and examine their stock. 

December 26,1849.—6ui. 

NOTICE. 

WjK/HITG CO., respectfully announce to all 
Tf persons indebted that all accounts due are 

drawn off and ready lor adjustment. It will save us 

much trouble in calling on those indebted if they 
will call and settle their accounts either by Cash 
or Bond—the former greatly preferred. 

Staunton, January, 16, 1850. 
gyrtjr- Vindicator and Messenger copy. 

BRITT ANN IA WARE. 

JUST received at the Hardware Store Briltan- 
nia Coffee and Tea Pots, Candle Sticks, Spit- 

toons. Sic., very handsome and cheap. * 
GEORGE. £ PRICE. 

Janaary 16, 1850.___ 
WHITE &. CO., will from this day to the 1st 

day of April next offer their entire stock of 
Goods, which is very forge.*very reduced prices, 
for cash. Many styles of Goods will be offered at 

Cost and below. 
January 16, 1850—Vind. and Mess, copy. 

JUST received a fresh supply ol Coffee, Molas- 

ses and best G.P.lea. 
COWNE & BROOkL. 

January ’23, 18-30. 

LIPPXNCOTT, TAYLOR Sc 00. j 
Celebrated Wholesae and Retail 

Clothing Warehouses. 
(7Vte largest assortment in die baited Stutcs,) 

New Warehouse, South-west corner of Fourth and :; 
Market Streets. 

Old Stand, 193 and 200 Market Street, above Sixth, 
Philadelphia, 

TT7IIERE the largest assortment of READY-MADE 
VY CLOTHING can be found in this market. Their 

stock is always full and complete, and they are there- 
fore always prepared, either in “Summer’s heat or 

Winter’s cold” to supple every demand upon them.— 
Their motto is Superior Goods, at fair prices, and they 
would therefore respectfully solicit the Merchants of 
the Valley of Virginia to give them a call on then next 

trip to Philadelphia. 
December 19, 1349.—6m. 

JOHN MACINTOSH. VTM. F. WHITE. | 
MACINTOSH & WHITE. 

Wholesale Ladies' Boot and Shoe Manufacturers', { 
Nc 19, South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 

M& W. are extensively engaged in the Manu- j 
facture of LADIES, MISSES, AND CH1L- | 

DREN’S BOOTS ASl> SHOES in all their varie- | 

lies, and keep always on hand a full supply to answer 

the demands oftrade. They invite ihc attention of 
Country Merchants to their extensive stock, satisfied 
that ut"no other establishment of the kind in Philadel- 

phia, can they suit themselves belter, either as itre- 
| gards the quality of their Goods, or the terms upon j 
j which they are prepared and determined to sell them, 
I Call and see them at their Old Stand, No. 13, South 
Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 

December 19, 1349.—6m. j 

(Ho 
j .Vo. 3, South Fifth Street, Philadelphia, I 

Importer and Dealer, Wholsale & Retail, 
in-Wines, Liquors and Segars. 

CONSTANTLY on hand, a large and well assorted 
stock, which is offered in any quantities on inoder- 

| ate terms,comprising 
Mcdcria, Sherry. Port, Lisbon, Sicily, Tenerift. Mal- 

aga, Champagne,' Claret, Ilock, Suuterne and Barsac 
I Wines. 

Old Pale and Dark Cognac Brandies; Jamaica and 
St. Croix Rum ; Holland Gin : Irish, Scoicb and Monon- 

; gahela Whiskies; Wine Ritters, (of very superior 
j quality ;) London Drown Stout, and Scotch Ale; Li- 
I quors, $-c., and the finest brands of choice Havana Se- 
I gars. 

All orders promptly and carefully executed. 
December 19, 1849.—6m. 

JALXES E BROWN, 
j Wholesale and Retail Saddle and Trunk Maker, \ 

No. 30, South Fourth Street, between Market & Chest- j 
nut Streets, Philadelphia. 

THE attention of dealers and others is invited to his 
assortment of Saddles, Bridles, Saddlebags, Col- 

! lari. Whips, &c.—Also to his superior article of 
TRUNKS, viz: Sole Leather Trunks, Solid Leather 
Steel Spring Trunks, of light weight; Riveted Iron 
Frame Trunks, Lady’s Dress Trunks, Bonnet Boxes, 

j Wood Trunks, of different qualities; Valices, ofvari- 
ous style and prices; Velvet 1 apestry and Brussels 
Carpet Bays, Enamelled Leather Rags, Lady’s Trav- 
elling Rags, Satchels, &c., &c., all of which he offers 
at low prices for Cash, or approved paper. Orders 

thankfully received, and promptly executed. 
December 19, 1349 —6m. 

WRIGHT &. KING 

| Clothing Rooms, Ko. 136, Market st,,above 4th, 
Philadelphia. 

"f T7T1ERE at all times can be found a complete nnd 
: VV extensive assortment of 

Ready-Made Clothing, 
i They specially invite the Merchants of the Valley 
of Virginia to give them a call, promising to furnish the 
best articles in their line upon sueh terms as mustcom- 

j maud and secure their patronage. They manufacture 
CLOTHING to order upon the shortest notice, and will 

he happy to respond to all suitable calls trom the coun- 

try to that effect. 
! December 19, 1S49. 

Hals, Caps, Ladies’ Rich Furs, Beaver Bonnets. &c. 

WILLIAM II. BEEBE Ac CO., 
133 Chesnut St., Philadelphia- 

HAVE on hand a large and superior assortraentof 
FINE GOODS, in the greatest variety in their 

i line of trade, and offer them to Merchants and Dealers 
! generally, at fair and moderate prices. They cspecial- 
: lv solicit the attention of the Merchants ot the V alley 
i of Virginia lo their splendid Stock, and trust that on j 
llu-ir visit to Philadelphia they will not fail to give 

them a call. Win. H. Gardner, late of Richmond, \ a., 

I is associated in the firm of W. H. Beebe & Co. and will 
take great pleasure in waiting on his V lrgmia friends, 

j December 19,18-19. 

IMiila. Dry Goods Emporium" 
ECIIEL, RAIGUEL «fc Co., 

IMPORTERS & WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 

Forcigu A Domestic Dry tSoods, 
'Vo. 1^8 and 130 vV. 3ti St., above JFest Side.! 

Jrgp;p n( (,]) seasons a complete assortment of FOR- j 
L EIGN & DOMESTIC DRY GOODS on hand, a- 

dapted to the trade of all sections of the country, and 

adequate to any demand that may be made upon them. ! 
They invite the attention of Southern dealers, and es- 

pecially the Merchants of the Valley of Virginia, to an ( 
examination of their Stock, satisfied that the} will find 
it to their interest to deal with them. 

Decern be 19, 1849. 

WM. P. W2E.STACH, 
JVo. 28j A'orth Third Street, Philadelphia, 
Wholesale Importer, Manufacturer and Dealer in 

Saddlers’ Hardware, Carriage and Harness Fur- 
niture, Saddle and Carriage Trimmings, &c-, 

KEEPS constantly on hand, a rich and extensive as- 

scitment of SADDLERY HARDWARE, and 
I through the medium of their own home journal, invites 

the Merchants of the Valley of Virginia to call and see 

him before purchasing elsewhere. He oilers his Goods 
at such prices as will not fail to please his customers.— ; 

1 Renumber, his place of business is No. 23 1-2 North 
Third Street, Philadelphia. 

J December 19, 1349.—6m. j 

| To Southern and Western Merchants, «kc. 

SILVER Ware.—Forks—Table, Medium, Dessert,! 
Tea,Oyster, and Pickle. Spoons—Table, Dessert, 

Tea, Gravy, Mustard and Salt. Ladles—Soup, Oys- 1 

ter, Sauce, Sugar and Cream. Knives—Ice Cream, j I Fish, Cake, Butter, Fruit, Dessert. ! 
Tea Si ts, of various patterns, plain to richly chased, 

'and ofevcrv variety of form. Odd pieces made to ; 

j match, and brokcu sets completed. Silver warranted 
! standard. 

Plated and Britannia Vi arc, of latest patterns, con- 

stantly on hand and for sale at 
1 WILSON’S Silver W arc Manufactory, ; 

S. W. corner 5th and Cherry $ts., Philadelphia. 
Dc< ember 19, 1*49.—bra. 

_ 

ERASMUS P. WOLFE. JL^SF. E. I’EYTON. 

Wolfe Peylon, 
Wholesale Dealers in Foreign & Domestic Dry Goods, 

No. S9, Market Street, Philadelphia. 

WE would respectfully call the attention of South- j 
ern Dealers to our well selected stock of Fo- j 

j rei''n and Domestic Dry Goods. They have been pur- 
; chased for cash, and will he run oft' to customers upon 
! the rluunest terms. Wc extend a special invitation to : 

the Merchants of Virginia to pay ns a visit at our house, ; 

No. 39 Market St., Philadelphia. 
Dec. 19, 1849 — 6ra. 

_ 

CONGRESS BALL. 

<3*0 
No. S3 Chesnut St., k 27 South Third St., 

PHILADELPHIA. 
Dec. 19, 1849.—6m. 

ANDREWS F rush Garden Seeds, just re- 
j 

ceived and for sale by 
E. BERKELEY. 

I February 20, 1830. 

POETRY, 

THE SILENT PIULTITL’DE. 

BY iIRS. NEMAN'S. 

A mighty and a mingled throng,' 
Were gathered in one spot; 

The dwellers of a thousand homes— 
Yet midst them Ycice was not. 

The soldier and the chief were there— 
The mother and her child ; 

The friends, the sisters of one hearth— 
None spoke—none moved—none smiled. 

There livers met, between whose lives 
Years had swept darkly by ; 

After thut heart sick hone deferred, 
They met—but silently 

You might have heard the rustliDg leaf, 
The breezes faintest sound, 

The shiver of an insect’s wing. 
On that thick-peopled ground. 

Your voice to whispers would have died 
For the deep quiet’s sake ; 

Your tread the softest moss hare sought, 
Such stillness not to break. 

What held the countless multitudo 
Hound in that spell of peace ? 

IIow could the ever-sounding lift. 
Amid so many cease ? 

Was it some pageant of the air, 
Some glory high above, 

That linked and hushed those human souls 
In reverential love! 

Or did some burdening passion’s weight 
Hang on their indrawn breath ? 

Awe—the pale awe that freezes words ? 
Fear—the strong fear of death ? 

A mightier thing—Death, Death himself. 
Lay on each lonely heart! 

Kindred were there—yet hermits all, 
Thousands—but each apart. 

MISCELLANY. 

[fUOM NOAH’s SUNDAY TIMES.] 
DEAF SMITH-THE TEXAN SPY. 

About two years after the Texan revolution, a 

difficulty occurred between the new government 
and a portion of the people, which threatened the 
most serious consequences—even the bloodshed hor- 
rors of civil war. Briefly, the cause was this: The 
constitution had fixed the city of Austin as the per- 
manent capital, where the public archives were to 

bo kept, with the reservation, however, of a power 
in the President to order their temporary removal 
in case of danger from the inroads of a foreign ene- 

my, or the force of a sudden insurrection. 

Conceiving that the exceptionable emergency had 

i arrived, as the Ctmanches frequently committed 
: ravages within sight of the capital itsell, Houston, 
| who* hen resided at Washington, on the Brazos, 
dispatched an order commanding his subordinate 
functionaries to send the state records to the latter 

place, which lie declared to be, pro tempore, the 

scat of government. 
It is impossible to describe the stormy excitement 

which the promulgation of \h\sJint raised in Aus- 

tin. The keepers of hotels, boarding houses, gro- 
ceries, a til faro-banks, were thunderstruck, mad- 
dened to phrenzy ; for the measure would be a death- 
blow to their prosperity in business; and according- 
ly they determined to lake steps to avert the dan- 

ger, by opposing the execution of Houston’s man- 

date. They called a mass meeting of the citizens 
and farmers of the circumjacent country, who were 

all more or less interested in the question; and after 

many fiery speeches against the asserted tyranny 
of the administration, it was unanimously resolved 
to ptevent the removal of the archives by open and 

armed resistance. To that end they organized a 

company of four hundred men, one moiety of whom, 
relieving the other at regular periods of duly, should 

keep constant guard around the stale-house until 
( 

the peril passed by. The commander of this force ; 

was onfe Colonel Morton, who had achieved consid- ! 
erable renown in the war for independence, and had 
still more recently displayed desperate bravery in 

two desperate duels, in both of which ho had cut 

his antagonists nearly to pieces with the bjwie- 
knife. Indeed, from the notoriety of his character 
for revenge, as well as courage, it was thought that 
PresidenT Houston would renounce his purpose 
touching the archives, so soon as ho- should learn 

who was the leader of the opposition. 
Morton, on his part, whose vanity fully equalled 

his personal prowess, encouraged and justified the 

prevailing opinions by his boastful threats. He 
swore that if the President did succeed in removing 
the records by the inarch of an overpowering force, 
he would then himself hunt him down like a wolf, 
and shoot him with little ceremony, or stab him in 
his bed, or waylay him in his walks of recreation. 
He even wrote to the hero of San Jacinto to that 

eflecl. The latter replied in a note of laconic bra- 

U‘»'lf the people of Austin do not send the archives, 
I shall cortainly come and take them ; and if Colo- 
nel Morton can kill me, he is welcome to my ear- 

cap!” 
On the reception of this answer the guard was 

doubled around the slate-house. Chosen sentinels 

were stationed along the road leading to the capital, 
the military paraded the streets front morning till 

night, and a select caucus held permanent session 
in the city-hall. In short, everything betokened a 

coming tempest. 
One day, while tnatftrs were in this precarious 

condition, the caucus at the city-hall was surprised 
by the sudden appearance of a stranger, whose mode 
of entering was as strange as his looks and dress.— 
He did not knock at the closed door—he did not 

seek admission there at all; hut climbing unseen a 

small bushy-topped live oak, which grew beside the 

wall, he leaped without sound or warning through 
a lofty window. He was clothed altogether in buck- 

skin, carried a long and very heavy rifle in his hand, 
wore at the button of his leit suspender a large bow- 

ie-knife, and had in his leathern bell a couple of 

pistols half the length of his gun. He was tall, 
straight as an arrow, active as a panther in his mo- 

tions, with dark complexion, and luxuriant, jetty 
hair, with a severe, iron like countenance, that 
seemed never to have known a smile, and eyes of 

intense vivid black, wild and rolling, and piercing 
as the point of a dagger. His strange advent in- 

spired a thrill of involuntary fear, and many un- 

consciously grasped the handles of llielr side-arms. 
“Who are you, that thus presumes to intrude a- 

inong gentlemen without invitation ?” demanded 
Colonel Morton, ferociously, essaying to cow down 
the stranger with his eye. 

The latter returned his stare with compound in- 

terest, and laid Ills long bony finger on his lip as a 

sign—but of what the spectators could not imagine. 
“Who are you ? Speak ! or I will cut an answer 

out of your heart! ” shouted Morton, almost distract- 
ed with rage bv the cool, sneering gaze of the other, 
who now removed his finger from his lip, and laid 
it on the hilt of his monstrous knife. 

The fiery colonel then drew his dagger, and was 

in the net of advancing upon the Rtranger, when 

several caught and held him hack, remonstrating. 

“Let him alone, Morton, for God’s sake. Do 
you not perceive that he is crazy ?” 

At the moment Judge Webb, a /nan of shrewd 
intellect and courteous manners, stepped forward, 
and addressed the intruder in a most respectful 
manner: 

“My good friend, I presumo you have made a 

mistake in the house. This is a private meeting, 
where none but members are admitted.” 

The stranger did not appear to comprehend the 
words, but lie could not fail to understand the mild 
and deprecatory manner. His rigid features relax- 
ed, and moving to a table in the centre of the hall, 
where there were materials and implements for 
writing, he seized a pen and traced one line: “I 
am deaf!” He then held it up before the specta- 
tors, as a 6urt of natural apology for bis own want 
of politeness. 

Judge Webb took the paper, and wrote a ques- 
tion : “Dear sir, will you be so obliging as to in- 

form us what is your business with the present 
meeting?” 

The other responded by delivering a letter in- 
scribed on the back “To the citizens or Austin.”— 
They broke the seal and read it aloud. It was from 

Houston, and showed the usual terse brevity of his 
style: 

I “Fer.LOW Citizens—Though in error, and de- 

; ceived by the arts of traitors, 1 will give you three 

] more days to decide whether 3'ou will surrender the 

public archives. At the end of'hat time you will 

please let me know 3’our decision. 
Sam. Houston.” 

Afier the reading, the deaf man waited a few se- 

conds, as if for a reply, and then turned and was 

about to leave the ball, when Colonel Morton in 

tcrposed, and sternly beckoned him hack to the ta- 

ble. The stranger obeyed, and Morton wrote:— 

“You were brave enough loinsult me by your threat- 

ening looks ten minutes ago : are you brave enough 
to give me satisfaction ?” 

The stranger penned his reply: “I am at your 
.service!” 

Morton wrote again: “Who will be }’our se- 

cond ?” 
The stranger Tejoined : “I am too generous to 

I seek an advantage, and too brave to fear any on the 

part of others; therefore I never need the aid of a 

; second.” 
Morton permed : “Name your terms.” 
The stranger traced, without a moment’s licsita- 

| lion: “Time, sunset this evening; place, the left 

j bank of the Colorado, opposite Austin ; weajxms, 
1 rifles; and distance a hundred 3'ards. Do not fail 
! to be in lime!” 
1 He then took three steps across ’.he floor and dis- 

appeared through the window, as he had entered. 
“What!” exclaimpd Judge Webb, “is it possi- 

ble, Colonel Morton that you intend to fight that 

man? He is a mute, if not a positive maniac.— 
I Such a meeting, I fear, will sadly tarnish the lus- 

tre of your laurels.” 
“You are mistaken,” replied Morton, with a 

smile; “that mute is a hero, whose fame stands in 
tho record of a dozen battles, and at least half as 

many bloody duels. Besides he is the emissary 
! and bosom friend of Houston. If I have the good 

fortune to kill him, I think it will tempt the Presi- 

dent to retract his vow against venturing any more 

on the field of honor.” 
“You know the man, then. W ho is he?” ask- 

ed twenty voices together. 
“Deaf Smith,” answered Morton, coolly. 
“Why, no, that cannot bp. Deaf Smith was 

slain at San Jacinto,” remarked Judge W ebb. 
“There, again, your honor is mistaken,” said 

Morton. The story of Smith’s death was a mere 

fiction, got up by Houston to save the life of his 

favorite from the sworn vengeance of certain Tex- 

ans, on whose conduct he had acted as a spy. I 
fathomed the artifice twelve months since.” 

“If what you say be true, you are a madman 

yourself,’’exclaimed W’ebb. “D< afSmith wasnever 

known to miss bis mark. lie has often brought 
down ravens in their most rapid flight, and killed 

Camanches and Mexicans at a distance of twohun 
dred and fifty yards!” 

“Say no more,” answered Colonel Morton, in 
tones of deep determination ; “the thing is already 
settled. I have already agreed to meet him.— 
There can he no disgrace in falling before such a 

shot, and if I succeed my triumph will confer the 

greatest glory!” 
Such was the general habit of thought and feel- 

1 ing prevalent throughout Texas at that period. 
'Cowards evening a vast crowd assembled at the 

1 place appointed to witness the hostile meeting ; and 

so great was the popular recklessness as to affairs of 

the sort, that numerous and considerable sums 

were wagered on the result. At length the red 
orb of the summer sun touched the curved rim of 
the western horizon, covering it all with crimson 
and gold, and filling the air with a burning glory; 
and then the two mortal antagonists.armed with long, 

j ponderous rifles, took their stations back to back and 
I at a preconcerted signal—the waving of a while 

j handkerchief—walked slowly and steadily off 
in opposite directions,counting their steps until each 
had measured fifty. They both completed tliegtv- 
en number about the same instant, and then they 
wheeled, each to aim and fire when he cliuse. As 

! the distance was great, both paused for some sec- 

I onds—long enough for the beholders tu flash their 
! eyes from”006 to the other, and mark the striking 
I contrast betwixt them. The face of Col. Morton 

was calm and smiling, but the smile it bore had 

j most murderous meaning. On the contrary, the 

j countenance of Deaf Smith was stern and passion- 
less as ever. A side-view of his featurrs might 
have been mistaken for a profile in cast iron. The 
one. too, was dressed in the richest cloths, the oth- 

| er in smoke tinted leather. But that made no differ- 
; ence in Texas then ; for the heirs of heroic courage 
I were all considered peers—the class of inferiors em- 

I braced none but cowards. 

Presently two rifles exploded with simultaneous 
roars. Uul. Morton gave a prodigious bound up- 
wards, and dropped to the earth a cor|ise. Deal 
Smith stood erect, and immediately began tore load 
his rifle, and then, having finished his brief task,he 
hastened away to the adjacent forest. 

Three days afterwards Gen. Houston accompani- 
ed by Deaf Smith and ten more men, appeared in 
Austin and without further opposition removed the 
state papers. 
The history of the hero of the foregoing anecdote was 

oneofthemost extraordinary ever known in the west. 
He made his advent in Texas at an early period, 
and continued to reside there until his death, which 
happened some two years ago; but although he had 
many warm and personal frie.nds, no one could ever 

ascertain either the land of his birth, or a single 
gleam of his previous biography. When he was 

questioned on the subject, he laid his finger on his 
lip ; and if pressed more urgently, his brow writh- 
ed, and his dark eye seemed to shoot sparks uf liv- 
id fire! He could write with astonishing correct- 

ness and facility, considering his situation; and 
although denied the exquisite pleasure and priceless 
advantages of the sense of hearing, nature had giv- 
en him ample compensation by an rye quick for 

seeing as an eagle’s and a smell keen and incredi- 
ble as that of a raven. He could discover objects 
muving miles away in the far-off prairie, when oth- 
ers conld perceive nothing but earth and sky ; and 
the rangers used to declare he could catch the scent 

of a Mexican or Indian at as great a distance as a 

buzzard could distinguish tho odour of a dead car- 

cass. 
It was these qualities which fitted him so well 

for a spy, in which capacity he rendered invaluable 

services to Houston’s army during the war of inde- 

pendence. He always went alone, and generally 
obtained the information desired. 11 is habits in pri- 
vate life were equally singular. He could never be 

persuaded to sleep under the roof ofa house, or even 

to use a tent cloth. Wrapped in his blanket, he 

loved to lie out in the open air under the blue can- 

opy of pure ether, and count the swrs, or gaz« with 
a yearning look at the melancholy moon. When not 

employed as a spy or guide, he subsisted by hunting 
being often absent on solitary excursions for weeks 
and even months together in the wilderness. He 
was a genuine son of nature, a grown-up child of 
the woods and prairie, which he worshipped with a 

sort of Pagan adoration. Excluded by his infirmi- 
ties from cordial fellowship with his kind, he made 
the inanimate things of the earth his friends, and 
entered by the heart’s own adoption into brotherhood 
with the luminaries of heaven. Wherever there 
was land or water, barren mountains or tangled 

j brakes of w ild waving cane, there was Deal'Smith’s 
home, and there he was happy ; but in the streets 

j of great cities, in all the thoroughfares of men, 
! wherever there, was flattery or fawning, base cun- 
! uing or craven fear, there was Deaf Smith an alien 

j and an exile. 
_ 

Nelson’s Lady Hamilton.— Romance has 

[ been beaten in its own domaiu by the surpassing 
I romantic history of Lady Hamilton. Before no oth- 
er woman, perhaps, could Nelson have so complete 
ly fallen : upon no other woman of her time were 

faciuationsso lavishly bestowed. Iler life reads 
like a fable. She was the daughter of Henry Ly- 
on or Lyons, a laboring man, living at Preston, in 
Lancashire. He dying whilst she was a child,the 
mother removed to 1 Inwarden, in Flintshire, and 
there supported herself as best she could. As to 

bestowing education upon her offspring, to talk of 
it is absurd. The family belonged to the dragged- 
up class of the community .and when, by dint of in- 
structions, perseverance, and uncommon tact in la- 
ter years, Lady Hamilton contrived to correspond 

| with the most notable people of her day, the diffi- 
culty with which she managed to spell correctly, 

| testified to the mengernessofherearliest acquisitions, 
j It is presumed she was born in the year 17C4-, ami 

the first years of her life after quitting home were 
1 spent in ordinary servitude. Tier first engagement 
| was as a nurserymaid in the family of Mr. Thomas, 
| of Hawarden, brotherinlaw of Mr. Alderman Boy- 
I dell; but she afterwards went to London and held 

the same situation in the house of Dr. Budd, who 
: then resided in Chatham place.Blackfriars.and one 

j of the physicians of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital.— 
| Her fellow servant here, the house-maid, siugular- 
j ly enough became Mrs. Powell, 'he celebrated ac- 

tress of Drury-Inne Theatre. Years afterwards, 
when Lady Hamilton was in the meridian of her 

! glory, and won renown by her achievements and 

betuty, she visited Drury lane Theatre with her 
husband,and Mrs. Powell performed upon the occa- 

sion. The admiration of the house was divided be- 
tween the accomplished actress and the still more 
famous visitor. You may search the history of do- 
mestic servitude in vain for a parallel of coincidence. 

j 'The Atmosphere.—'The atmosphere rises above 
I uswith its cathedral domearching tow ards the heav- 
! en, of which it is the most familiar synonyme and 
i symbol. It fl >ats around us, like the grand object 
i which the Apostle John saw in his vision : “a sea 

I of glass like unto a crystal.” So massive is it, that 
! when it begins to stir, it tosses great ships about 
! like playthings, and sweep-s cities and forests like 
anow-flakes lo dest reft • ion before it. And yet it is 
so mobile, that we have lived years in it, before we 

can be persuaded that it exists at all, and the great 
bulk of mankind never realized the truth that they 
are bathed in an ocean of air. Its weight is so c- 

normuus that iron shivers before it like glass, yet a 

soap ball sails through it with impunity and the ti- 
j oiest insect waves ii with its wings. We touch it 
I not. but it touches us; its warm south wind brings 
| back color to the pale face of the invalid ; its cool 

west winds refresh the fevered brow, making the 
I blood mantle in our cheeks; and even its north blasts 
! brace into new vigor the hardened children of our 

j rugged clime. The eye is indebted to it for all the 
I magnificence of sunrise, the full brightness of mid- 
day, the chastened radiance of the glowing.and the 
clouds that crad'o near the setting sun. But for it, 
the rain bow would want its triumphal arch, and 
the winds would not 6end their fleecy messengers 
on errands round tho heavens. 'The cold ether 
would not shed its snow feathers on the earth, nor 

would drops of dew gather on the flowers. 'The 
kindly rain would never fall—hail, storm, nor fog 
diversify the face of the sky. Our naked globe 
would turn its tanned unshadowed forehead to the 
sun and one hot, steady blaze of light would parch 
the world! 

Short Stoiiy.—When Mary and I were marri- 
ed we were young and foolish, fur we had nothing 
to be. married with, but Mary was delicate, and 1 
thought I could lake care of her best. 1 knew 1 had 
a strong arm and a brave heart to depend upon.— 
We rentpd a chamber and went to house keeping. 
We got together a little furniture—table, be.dstead, 
dishes—but our money failed us before we bought 
the chairs. I told Mary she mn9t turn up the tub; 
for 1 could not run in debt. No, no. It was not 

long before our rich neighbor, Mrs. M-, found 
us out, and kindly enough she supplied us: half a 

dozen chairs added to our stuck. They were old ones 

to be surq, but answered just as well for us. I shall 
never forget the new face those chairs put upon our 

snug quarters—they never looked just right before. 
The tables are turned with Mrs. M-and me 

now—she lias turned a poor widow, but she shall 
never want while I have anything—“never!” cried 
the old man, with a beaming face. “I don’t forget 
those old chairs.” 

Alt, now the secret was out. It was the interest 
of the old chairs which maintained the poor widow. 
She wss living on the interest and compound inter- 
est of a little friendly act done years before, and it 
sufficed for herself and daughter. 

’Tih the Mecca or the States.”—\per- 
son who accompanied Gen. Taylor, in his late visit 
to Richmond, gives the following description of the 
scene as the steamboat passed Mount Vernon : 

We were now passing Mount Vernon. The Pre 
sident approaclmd the guards of the boat, and gazed 
at it very attentively. Some one remarked, “For 

fifty years no boat or ship has passed this spot, 
where lies the remains of the illustrious dead, with- 
out paying the solemn compliment of lolling their 
bell while passing. No such honor was ever paid 
to the memory of any of the great dead.” 

’Tis the Mecca of the States,” solemnly added 
the President, without for a moment moving his 
eyes fiom the spot. 

ftc5- A Poll-parrot case is being tried in New Or 
leans, and occasioning a great sensation. Tne bird 
talks several languages, and swears like a ‘journey- 
man tinman.’ Two wealthy parties claim it, and 
such a contest! 

0CJ- “I believe the jury have been inoculated for 
stupidity,” said a lawyer. “That may be,” said 

; his opponent, “but the bar are of opinion that you 
had it in the natural way.” 

0C3- A Southern Exchange says that the person 
who borrowed the editor’s umbrella, will pleasp re- 

turn the 6ame or file the owner’s name off the han- 
dle! 

CO* JlIon the other day swallowed half a dez- 
en glasses, and in less thati ten minutes at mr he be- 
came a tumbler. 

RESPIRATION—VESTILATIO». 

non THE SCIENTIFIC AMERICA*. 

(laving been unfortunate enough, a short tim* 
ago, to experience the most disagreeable sensation, 
in a densely-crowded, ill-ventilated room, we think 
that a few practical remarks on the subject will not 
be out of place at this time, as we perceive that, 
for all we and ollieis have said and written, it has 
been, to some people, like “water spilt upon flinty 
rock.” 

It cannot now be denied, that the heat of the hu- 
man body is kept up by a process of slow combus- 
lion, like that of fire in our stoves :—the body if 
supplied with carbon in the 6hape of food, and the 
slow combustion of it producing heat, consists in it* 
combination with oxygen, supplied by respiration. 
The heal of the human body, by the law of tbf 
great Creator, is the same in all countries, viz : 90 
degrees; and wheliier a man be a dweller on tbf 
snow-capped cliffs of the Andes, or basks under ths 
red brazen sky of the tropics, the heat of his body, 
if tested by a thermometer, is the same to a degree. 
The combustion of our carbon, then, being the 
means of animal heat, every man requires a supply 
of oxygen for the lungs, in proportion to the carbon 

(fat) consumed in food. In warm countries 1cm 
carbon is required, because internal combustion need 
not be so rapid. This is the reason why vegetable 
and lean food is most healthy in warm climates, aod 
why the people at the Northern and Southern pole* 
can devour, without hurt, tallow and oil. In the 
combustion of our food, or act of respiration, our 

lungs absorb oxygen and give out carbonic acid gas, 
and water. It is therefore positively necessary u» 

inhale pure oxygen, and drive away the carbonie 
acid as fast as possible, out of the room in which 
people are assembled for any purpose—either in 
public or private dwellings. Each grown up per- 
son takes about twenty respiration* in one minute, 
or 28,800 in twenty-four hours. Sir Humphrey 
Davy estimated the emission of carbonic acid ga» 
from the lungs every minute to be about 2GJ cubi« 
inches. We can, therefore, very easily jndgehow 
soon the atmosphere of a crowded room brtomes vi- 
tiated ; and this accounts, for the faintings and siotc 
headaches, so common to many people in such ca- 

ses. When the 6ame air is breathed over and over 

again, about ten times, respiration becomes oppres- 
sive, and insensibility lakes place. Such air, when 
submitted to chemical tests, is found to contain 79 
parts of nitrogen, 10 of carbonic acid, 4 of oxygen, 
and 7 of a peculiar oxide of carbon. How necessa- 

ry, then, to health, is a good and plentiful supply 
of fresh air for ventilation. In crowded meetings, 
where the apartment is illy ventilated, no persoa 
can find enjoyment, for the luncrs soon become op- 
pressed, and the unoxygenized blood knocks with 
terrific blows upon the brain, as a warning of dan- 
ger. Carbonic acid gas product’6 suffocation, henc* 
the oppression on the chest, and pressure on the 
brain, in close apartments. Nitrogen gas is also the 
occasion of death, by producing deleterious effects 

upon the blood. Surely, then, it is essentially ne- 

cessary that every house and hall, where there are 

living beings, should be well supplied with fresh air. 
Yet in this nineteenth century, in this enlightened 
land, and in the great city of New York—the more 

than London of the New World—the laws of ven- 

tilation seem to be less undersiood by many than by 
the wild Indian that roann with bow and Fpear on 

our Western wilds. 
It is well known that one individual, constitu- 

tionally as well as by the nature of his occupation, 
requires more atmospheric air than another. Those 
who labor hard require more than those engaged in 
sedentary occupations. Those employers who neg- 
lect good ventilation, are ignorant of that philosophy 
which leads to the greatest amount of product. Du- 
ring our winter seasons, it would greatly promote 

j the health of our womenfolks,if they depended more 

I for heal on warm clothes and exercise than cIom 
apartments and red hot stoves. We commend this 
subject to their attention, with the positive assu- 

rance (if they obey its teachings) of a perfect pre- 
ventive for many headaches and other maladies— uf 
mind as well as body. 

Root Caors.—Another means of increasing lbs 
manure heap, and keeping stock in good condition 
during the winter, is the culture of root crops. I 
have tried nearly all the varieties of plants which 
have been recommended for this purpose, but havt 
discarded all but the potato, ruta baga, and carrot. 

The last I prefer, for a variety of reasons. It is eas- 

ily cultivated, never failing in good land, if the seed 
come up; and in that there is little difficulty, if il 
be fresh, and sown at a proper time. It is quite 
easily worked, afier thinning and hoeing, with the 
common subsoil plough and a narrow cultivator, and 

y iolds large crops of roots, which keep admirably 
through the winter and spring. It is nourishing 
both to cattle and horses ; gives a fine flavor to but- 
ter; keeps the stomach and coat of the horse in ex- 

cellent condition, and has, besides, a valuable med- 
icinal quality, that of curing, or very much allevia- 
ting the heaves. Besides all this, it adds largely 
to that fund on which the farmer never draws in 
vain ; the manure bank. It may be fed raw to milch 
cows; whereas turnips, if one docs not wish to taste 
the gall of bitterness in his butter snd cream, must 
be cooked for them. In short, gentlemen, not to 

weary you with observations in which there is much 
truth, but little novelty, the judicious farmer will 
spare no labor or pains to accommodate, in his great 
manufactory of manure, all the animal and vegeta- 
ble matter which his farm can possibly supply, be- 
ing assured that no investment of labor, time, and 

money, can pay so well as this. I believe that, in 
this way, one may manure his whole farm over in 
six years, and ’.his, with lime and clover, will ae- 
cure the regular and increasing improvement of hia 
land. But the farmer, whose circumstances will 
admit of it, should not stop at this. I le should push 

! forward his improvement by the judicious applica- 
j lion of bought manures. 

The Ant Nuisance.—It is not peihopsgen- 
erally known, that in the West Indies, when iLcss 
little tormentors pay unwelcome visits to the hou- 
ses there, a small ring of chalk will bo an effectual 
bar to their entrance ; even nicking a strong chalk 
line on the lloor will 6top their progress. The rea- 

son, no, doubt, being that the very great quantity 
of acid contained in the ant is 60 easily acted upon 
by the chalk, as either to cause their death or a pre- 
cipitate retreat. Those housewives, there fore, » ho 

1 
are now daily complaining of the inroad of these liula 

depredators upon their choicest delicacies, can put 
aH effectual stopper thereto, either in the way abovo 
mentioned, oi by sprinkling around the spot ou 

which their diilies are placed, some corbonate ut 

soda, common soda, or any other ant acid. 

Pithy Hints.—Snuff on the necks and backs ef 
calves and young cattle, will do more good than in 

I the nose of any maiden lady, dandy, or bachelor, 
and brimstone, bought for liogs> will not prove that 

the itch has gut into the house. Cards on the cat- 

ile make them look as much better as children with 
their hair combed. A clean Imrn is a ***Uj t0!‘* 
woman who takes care of the kitchen. Good milk- 

i ir.gr stools save much washing in the house. Asori- 

! per on the door step saves brooms and dust. 

! frt- In Belgium every acre of ground supports 3 

persons What a population the L. States vovd 

maintain at that rate-nut less than 7,500,000,0b* 
II iUli. 

I 


