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MARBLE WORKS, M fAT STAUNTON {]D 1 I
HARRISONBURG. "fnWi_l

MARQUIS & OLIEY, Mm
Staunton, April 7, 1858.

TAYLOR & HOGE,
DEALERS IN

DRY GOODS, GROCERIES,
QUEENSWARE, HATS, CAPS,

BOOTS AND SHOES,
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA,

HAVE just received a very large and handsome
stock of FALL AND WINTER GOODS, towhich they invite the attention of purchasers.

Staunton, Oct. 9,1860

DR» JAMES JOHNSTON, SURGICAL &
MECHANICAL DENTIST, having been located

permanently in Staunton for the last four years, would
respectfully inform his friends and the public gene-
rally, that he still continues to practice Dentistry,in all
its various branches, with the strictest regard to du-
rability and usefulness.
, Office on the south-side of Main Street opposite the
old Spectator Office.

Staunton, Nov. 29, 1854.
U. ?. YEAKLE,

BKALEB IN
JL WATCHES, CLOCKS, JEWEL-fRI

___, RY, SILVER AND fi||
PLATED Bi

OPPOSITE VA. HOTEL, STAUNTON, VA.
Staunton, July 17. 1860.

POWELL HARRISON
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA,

WILL practice in the Courts of Augusta and the
adjoining counties.

pp/T~. Office removed to corner room of the New
Law Building, East of the Court-house.Staunton, Oct. 23,1860.

J. M. HANGER'
ATTORNEY AT LAW, STAUNTON, VA.,
WILL practice in all the Courts held in Staunton,Ml in the Circuit Courts of Albemarle and

Rockingham. Office in the brick-row, in the rear of
the Court-house.

Staunton, Dec. 80,1857.
"JOHN W. MEREDITH,

DEALER IN
JEWELRY, CLOCKS, WITCHES, &C,

Main St., Staunton, Va.
pT Watches and Jewelry Repaired.
Staunton, Jan.l7.

OCTOR JAMES B. GILKESON?Having
located in Staunton, tenders his professionalser-

vices to the public. He may be found, when not pro-
essionally engaged, at the room over the Saddle and

Harness establishment of Mr. G. H. Elick, nearly op-
posite the Post Office.

Staunton Feb. 8.1859?tf.
A. D. CHANDLER,

UNDERTAKER,
Staunton, Va.,

KEEPS METALIC CASES of all sizes, at Staun
ton and Millborough Depot, at City Prices.

Staunton, July 19,1859.

ROBERT D. LILLEY,
Practical Surveyor,

WILL attend promptly to Surveying, Platting,
Calculating and Dividing .Land, and Locating

Roads.
Staunton, June 26, iB6O.

R. L. DOYLE,
Attorney at Law, Staunton, Va,,

WILL practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rock-
bridge, Bath and Highland.

July 29, 1857.
ENTAL NOTICE.?Wm. Chapman has re-
moved his office to the old Bell Tavern, near the

Virginia Hotel, and opposite Brandeburg's Corner,
and adjoining Rankin's Daguerrean Gallery,where he
will be pleased to see his friends and costomers.

Staunton, Jan. 81, 1860.

JOEL ETTINGER
HAVING located in Staunton is prepared to take

a few more pupils for instruction on Piano and
Guitar. Orders left with J. W. Alby.

Staunton, Oct. 30, IB6o?tf?Vin. copy.

DE FORREST ARMSTONG, & CO.
DRY GOODS MERCHANTS,

75, 77, 79, 81 , 83 and 85 Duaue Street,
NEW YORK.Would notify the Trade that they are opening

weekly, in new and beautiful patterns, the
Wamsutta Prints, also the Amoskeag, a New Print,

which excels every Print in the Country for perfec-
tion of execution "and design in full Madder Colors.
Our Prints are cheaper than any in market, and meet-
ing with extensive sale. Orders promptly attended
to.

Jan. 31, 18*0?ly

lAA AAA IN CASHFOB N E-
lUl/,UUU GROES!?I will pay the JU»

highest market prices for sound and healthy tS»
NEGROES. My long experience in the busi- JJness, and my facilities for selling will enable \u25a0"

me to pay the vert highest prices.
I wish to employ some good AGENTS to buy Ne-

groes. I wart business men of good moral habits.
Persons wishing to sell will find it to their interest

to call on me by letter or otherwise, at Waynesboro',
Augusta county, Virginia. JOHN B. SMITH.

August 14. 1860?6m0.*
LASTER.? The Staunton Steam Mill having
been repaired and putin working order, farmers

can now get supplies of GROUND PLASTER in any
desired quantities. E. T. ALBERTSON, Sup't.

Staunton. June 5,1860.
OOK HERE I? The undersigned have receiv-
ed a large rot of MILLER'S CASSIMERES

which will be sold at a reasonable rate.
MOSBY, MAYLOR A FULTZ.

Staunton, Sept. 25, 1860.

MILL IRONS, MACHINERY AND ALL
kinds ofCastings made to order at the Staunton

Foundry, by A. J. GARBER A CO.
Sep. 13,1859.
TATIONERY.-l am now receiving a superior
stock of Stationery, which for quality and cheap-

ness cannotbe surpassed in Staunton.
Staunton, Oct. 23,1660. L. B. WALLER.

PICTURES FRAMED !?A variety of Mould
ings for picture Frames on hand, and pictures

framed to order. L. WADDELL, Ja.,
Staunton Dec. 4, 1860. Union Hall.

RAZORS.?We have on hand a very superior ra-
zor, made expressly for Barbers.

WOODS A GILKESON.
Staunton, Oct. 30, iß6o?Vin. copy all.
OMTnG !?Handsome Cottage Setts,What-notß,
Hat Racks, Card Tables, Ac, Ac.

L. WADDELL Je
Staunton, Dec. 4,1860. Union Hall.

and
all kinds ofPatent Medicines, for sale by

DR. H. 8. EICHELBERGER.
Staunton, April 3, 1860.

\u25a0 BON RAILING? A variety of patterns, for
X Yards, Cemet: v uots, Ac, made to order at the
Staunton Foundry. A. J. GARBER A CO.

Sept. 13. 185,.

L~ EATfIWt-30 Sides best Sole Leather.
TAYLOR A HOGE.

Staunton, Oct 9,1860.

-MISCELLANEOUS.c"PERRY DAVIS'
VEGETABLE

/Jain. /
3MJj*

We ask the attention of the public to this
long" tested and unrivalled

Famzly J/fedioine.
It has been favorably Jcnown for more

than twenty years, during- which time we
have received iJicaLSxmdA of testimonials,
showing- this jMedioine to be an almost
never-failing- remedyfor diseases caused by
or attendant upon?
Sudden Colds, Coughs, Fever and Jlgue,
Headache, gilious Fever, (Pains in the
Bide, gaclc, and Loins, as well as in the
Joints and Limbs; ana.
f3jhpnmpii'r -SfPalnA in any part of
the system, toothache and (Pains in the
Head and Face.

Jls m -jSPu-fiLfleJ- and gfanbz
for the it seldom fails to cure
(Dyspepsia, Indigestion, Liver Complaint,
Jlcid Stomach, Heartburn, Kidney Com-
plaints, _Ti_Je. JfCecuLacJie., (Piles, fisth-
ma or (Phthisic, Fingworms, Pioils, Felons,
Whit-lows, Old Sores, Swelled Joints, and
jtfpnptal osehili±U. of the

It is also aprompt and sure Femedyfor
Cramp and (Pain in the Stomach, (Painters'
Colic, (Z&LajLthjaea., (Dysentery, _t_jtl-

meJ- CholeraJ&orbus, Chol-
era Infantum, Scalds, Ijurns, Sprains,
E-ruises, Frost F<ites, Chilblains, as well
as the Stings of Insects, Scorpions, Cen-
tipedes, and the Elites qf (Poisonous Insects
and Venomous

See Directions accompanying each, bottle.
It has been tested in every variety of

climate, and by almost nation,
/enamn. to fimericans. It is the almost
oonstant companion and inestimablefriend
of the and the iz-avxlle/-,
?on sea and land,? and no one should
travel on our lakes or rivers without it.

Prices, 12* cts., 25 cts., 50 cts., and $1.00 per Bottle;
PERRY DAVIS & SON,

MANUFACTURERS AND PROPRIETOR
PBOVIDEN'C.e, B. ti

Sold by dealers evsiy "where*
Sept. 11, 1860.

PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL

JOB PRINTING,
OF EVERY VARIETY,

EXECUTED WITH NEATNESS £ DESPATCH
AT THE

"SPECTATOR"
JOB PRIMING ESTABLISHMENT,

Stone Building, Augusta St.,

STAUNTON, VA.

LARGE STOCK~OF JOB TYPE!
GEE AT VAEIETT OF NEW & FANCY TYPE!
BRONZE & COLORED PRINTING I
will be done in a style equal to the best City Work.

HAVING made a large addition to the "Spectator
Job Offic«," it is now one of the best in the

State, and all varieties of Job Work can be done in
the very best and most satisfactory manner on very
short notice.

%_f~ It ia furnished with a great variety of newand
Fancy Type.

t__r" We are now prepared to execute all kinds of
Printing, such as
Posters, Sale Bills, Blanks, Circulars,

School Reports, Cards, Checks,
Notes, Letter Heads,

Bill Heads
Labels,

Pamphlets,
Programmes, Visiting

Cards, Wedding Cards, Invitations &c,
in the very best style, on moderate terms.

BLANKS.?CIerks, Sheriffs, Lawyers, Consta
bles, Merchants, and business men generally, are re-
spectfully informed that everykind of Blank they
may need can be bad, at the shortest notice, at the
Spectator office.

IST Send iv your orders and they will be promptly
attended to.
NEW FURNITURESTORE,

"U N I O N HALL,"
MAIN STREET, STAUNTON, VA.

I INVITE the attention of housekeepers and the
public generally to the large and handsome

assortment of HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE
which I am now receiving at "UNION HALL,"
STAUNTON, VA., consisting ofevery article ofFur-
niture needed for the complete and handsome equip-
ment of parlors, chambers, dining rooms, sitting
rooms and Kitchens, viz: *

Sofas, Tetes, Divans, Parlor and Easy Chairs (Wal-
nut and Mahogany,) Parlor Setts in Hair Cloth and
Challis; Chamber Setts, Cane Seat Chairs in great
variety, Wood do., Large and Medium Hock- -Jljmm}
ers, (Cane, Wood and Upholstered.) Ladies
Sewing and Nurse Chairs, Bedsteads, Bu- g___\
reaus, What-nots, Hat Racks, Towel Racks,
Parlor and Centre Tables (Marble Tops and Wood,)
Tea-poys. Dining and Extension Tables. Cribs, Look-
ing Glasses, Ward Robes, Book Cases, Ac.

%_f° Any article not found in the ware-room will be
made to order.
I have secured the services ofMr. WM. D. CAND-

LER, one of the best workmen in the State, who will
have the management of my shops and see that all
work is well made out of good lumber, and at the time
r? t, ?, promised. Mr. Candler will also at-
*BES--E-* tend to the UNDERTAKING depart-
ment after the Ist day of January, by which time he
will be supplied with a new and elegant Herse, and
the most approved METALLICBURIAL CASES.

Call at "Union Hall" and examine the stock even
if you do not wish to purchase at present. For Cash,
prices will be very moderate, or tor satisfactory ne-
gotiable notes upon four months time

Staunton, Dec. 20, 1860. L. WADDELL, Jr.

"GROTER & BAKER'S
NOISELESS FAMILY

SEWINGMACHINE.
THE undersigntd Clergymen ofvarious denomina-

tions, having purchased and used in our families
"GROVER A BAKER'S CELEBRATED FAMILY
SEWING MACHINE," take pleasure in recommend-
ing it as an instrument fully combining theessentials
ofa good machine. Its beautiful simplicity, ease of
management, and the strength and elasticity of ita
stitch, unite to render it a machine unsurpassed by
any in the market, and one which we feel confident
will give satisfaction to all who purchase and use it:

Rev. W. H. LANEY, Baltimore, Md.,
Rev. 0. H. TIFFANY, D. D., "

Rev. C. J. BOWEN,Rev. JONA CROSS, "

Rev. JOHN McCRON, D.D., "

Rev. W. T. D. CLEMM, "

Rev. W. H. CHAPMAN, "

Rev. F. S. EVANS,
Rev. R. C. GALBRATH, Govanstown Md.,Rev. .1. McK. REILEY, Frederick, Md.,Rev. T. E. LOCKE, Westmoreland co., Va.,Rev. W. A. CROCKER, Norfolk, Va.,Rev. JOHN PARIS,
Rev. J. F. LANNEAU, Salem, Va.
Rev. C. HANKEL, D., D., Charleston, S. C.
Rev. C. A. LOYAL, "

Rev. A. A. PORTER, Selma, Ala.
Rev. J. J TWISE, Speedwell, S. C.
Rev. B. B. ROSS, Mobile, Ala.
Rev. J. L. MICHAUX, Enfield, N. C.
Rev. A. C. HARRIS, Henderson, N. C.
Rev. C. F. HARRIS, ««

Office ofExhibition and Sale
181 BALTIMORE ST., BALTIMORE.

t_T SEND FOR A CIRCULAR. _^J
MayJ^J.B6o.?ly.

LOOKING GLASS PLATES of all si_.es for sale
by P- H. TROUT,

Staunton, Nov. Si Drnggtst.
PODELDOC SOUP? for sale at

P. H. TROUT'S.
Stannton, Nov-1360.
ALTPETRE? oOOfb Refined Key-stone Saltpe-
tre, for sale by P. H. TROUT.

Staunton, Nov. 13, iB6O.

LINSEY.? 30 pieces Linsev,
TAYLOR A HOGE-

Staunton, Oct. 9,1860.

POETRY.
God Save Oar Noble Union.

It came to us in darkness
It came to us through blood;
It shone out like the "Promise
Of God" upon the flood.
A Beacon?it has served ns
With true, unerring flame,
And cast a blaze of glory
Upon our nation's name!

God save our noble Union!
'Twas left us by our fathers,
Those souls of priceless worth?
The noblest types of manhood
That ever walked the eaith.
'Twas bought with fearful struggles,
By sacrifice sublime,
And stands a proud memento
For all the coming time?

God save the noble Union!
Our land a waste of nature,
Where beast and savage strayed;
Its wealth of lakes and rivers
Unlocked by keys of trade;
Then sunlike rose the Union?

A terror to our foes?
And lo! this "waste of nature"
Now " blossoms as the rose! "

God save our noble Union 1
Where earth lay hid for ages
In deep primeval gloom,
Behold a boundless garden?
A continent in bloom !

With iron bands of railroads,
Electric tongues of wire,
And energies within us

. Which time shall never tire?
God save the noble Union!

But now upon our heaven
Are signs of coming storms;
And dark unholy passions
Unfold their hideous forms.
The bravest hearts among us
Are filled with doubt and fear;
While sounds of horrid discord
Are grating on our ear?

God save the nobleUnion !

The hallowed flag that bore us
So proudly through the wars?
Is there a hand would sever
Its sisterhood of stars t
Great God! can we so blindly
Cast all Thy gifts away?
Or throbs there in this nation
One heart that will not pray?

God save our noble Union!

MISCELLANY.
Letter From Hon. John M. Botts.

To the Editors ofthe Alexandria Gazette:
IfI am not mistaken, you have invited a dis-

cussion of the questions involved in the present
difficulties under which the country is laboring,
through your columns, and especially what part
it becomes our own State to take?and I avail
myself of the privilege extended,by submitting
for reflection the following views :

I have observed that, in several of the county
meetings tbat have been held, resolutions bave
been adopted, declaring that the interests of
Virginia and South Carolina are one and the
same, and that we must attach our fortunes to
hers, no matter what may occur; tbat there is
no power to coerce a seceding State; and the
Clarke County resolutions declare that the gov-
ernment has noright to collect revenues in a
State that has withdrawn from the Union.

First, then, let me ask, in what respect are
the interests of Virginia identified with those of
South Carolina ? Politically they are identified,
because both are intensely democratic, and in-
tensely tyrannical to the minorities in their re-
spectivelocalities; but socially andcommercially,
it seems to me, we are as far apart as tbe poles.
There is no more social or commercial inter-
course between South Carolina and Virginia,
than there is between Canada and Mexico. We
buy nothing from her, and she buys nothing
from us. We sell her nothing, and she sells
nothing to us, for not even those who trade in
slaves deal with South Carolina to any extent,
for their market is further South, whilst in some
respects the purposes and interests of South
Carolina, as she conceived tbem, are essentially
opposed to those of Virginia. True, South Car-
olina is a slave state, but so is Maryland, and so
is Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, and Mis-
souri; and npon that ground we are tar more
closely and intimately connected with tbe con-
servative border States than we are with South
Carolina; and for all other purposes of com-
merce, we do not "know her. And let me ask,
is it wise on the part ot tbe slaveholding popu-
lation of Virginia, to "hitch on" to South Caro-
lina for tbe sake of the slave trade, and involve
the State in revolution, rebellion and civil war,
and then call upon tbe vast preponderance of
the non-elaveholding portion of oar people to
oome forward and do the fighting with tbe gen-
eral government, for the exclusive benefit of the
holders of, or dealers in slaves ?

What will be our condition if we secede ??
For a single item of the account, take the fol-
lowing : The debt and liabiiities of the State do
not fall far short of $45,000,000, most of which
has been expended iv the cause of internal im-
provements ; our is nova with the
North?but our costly lines of improvement! are
aiming at commercial intercourse with the great
West. If we secede, non intercourse follows,
certainly to a very large extent. What then
becomes of our improvements, the James River
and Kanawha Canal, the Central Railroad, &c?
Trade and travel will all be suspended?the su-
perstructures of your roads all fall into decay?
the sills on which tbe rail is laid will rot, and
the rails themselves wear away with rust from
disuse, and tben comes the payment of the debt,
$45,000,000, to be raised by direct taxation,
without one other source of revenue, and this
Dot only in additiou to our ordinary expenses of
government, but with the additional necessary
expense ofkeeping up an army and navy for the
generaldefence, aud protection ofour people and
property. Happy wiil that man be who has no
property with which he can be troubled or
taxed.

But it is said we should resist any attempt to
ooerce aseceding State. God forbid there should
be necessity for using force, and I am not one of
those who believe it will be necessary to resort
to force, on the part of the general government,
unless it be iv self-defence; but are you prepar-
ed to say, that you value so lightly the deeds of
our Revolutionary sires, that if need be you
would not strike one blow to preserve what they
went through a seven years"war of toil and suf-
fering, privation and sacrifice, to establish??
May my tongue be blistered, my arm withered,
and my name be obliterated from the record,
when I take such ground as this, for no better
reason than now exists for deserting our glori-
ous Union.

How do yon propose to resist ? If by remon
strance, that is all well enough ; but if by force,
then yon involve yourselves in civil war, and
bring all its horrors on your own State, and
transfer the scene of war from South Carolina,
that has offended, to the territory of Virginia,
that bas not offended.

We can be engaged in no civil war, unless of
our own aocord we seek or invite it, or ratber,
I should say, begin it. For one, lam willing to
fight the battlesot Virginia in a just cause, but
I am not willing to fight the battles of South
Carolina in a bad cause; and if others are, then
we have reached the point where we must sep-
arate and part company.In this connection, without offence, let me ask
a few plain questions, which I hope some of
those entertaining extreme opinionswill answer,
if they can.

But let me say, in advance, that Jam one of
those who have heretofore opposed the adoption
of allplatforms in Presidential elections, as be-

ing worthless at be*t, but, in the general, calcu-
lated and designed to perpetiate a fraud and a
cheat upon the people; nevertheless, I did be-
lieve tbat if one could be adopted which could
not be misinterpreted,and respecting which no
fraud could be practised, it was that platform
adopted by the convention in Baltimroe that
nominated Messrs. Bell and Everett, to wit:?
"The Union, the Constitution, and the Enforce-
ment of theLaws." More especially when, at
the time of its adoption, disunion and resistance
to the laws were threatened on all sides, if a
Republican candiclato should be elected; and
still more especially, when it was known that
each of the candidates seleoted to be put on that
platform had voted in 1833 for the force bill,
tbns recognizing tbe obligation on the part of
the Federal Executive to enforce the execution
of all laws, even in a State that, by Ordinanoe
in Convention, had declared herself ont of the
Union. Now, then,for the questions I propose.

Question Ist.?Did they approve the conduct
of Mr. Fillmore's administration, when it sent
Federal troops iuto Boston to enforce the execu-
tion oi the fugitive slave law, in the case of An-
thony Burns ?

Question 2d.?Are they now in favor of all
the powers of the government being exercised
for tbe purpose of enforcing the provisions of
that law ?

Question 3d.?Are they in favor of the equal-
ity of the States ? and if these questions are an-
swered in the affirmative, as I presume they
will be, I put as

Question 4th.?How, and upon what principle
do they make tbe distinction between executing
one law byforce in Massachusetts, and at the
same time propose to incur the penalty of trea
son, and introduce civil war in our midst, by re-
sisting tbe same process for the execution of
otber laws in Bocth Carolina?

And I will tell them, in advance, that it will
not do for them to put themselves on the ground
assumed by some, that there is a difference be-
tween using force In a State that has declared
herself oat of the Union, and one that has taken
no such ground ; because those ofour party who
resist the right of coercion, utterly and wholly
deny that any State has a right to declare her-
self out of the Union, except on the ground of
revolution ; and I suppose none will deny the
right of any and all governments to put down
revolution, and that, if not successful, that rev-
olution is treason.

Question 6th.?Did not those who contem-
plated resistance to the authorities of the gen-
eral government, If it should find it necessary to
resort to force in order to execute tbe laws, a-
dopt the platform of our party, together with
the candidates who planted themselves on tbat
platform, io good faith, and with an honest pur-
pose to act in accordance with its professions?

Question 6th.?Did not they recommend to
the people of this State the support of our can-
didates, upon the ground of their superior na-
tionality, because they were known to be in fa-
vor of the preservation of the Uuion, tbe vindi-
cation of the Constitution, and the enforcement
of the laws ?

Question 7th.?If they were for six months
engaged in urging the people of Virginia to the
support of this platform, and its candidates, will
they inform me now what Union it was they
werefor preserving, what Constitution it waa
they were for vindicating, and what Laws they
were for enforcing ?

Question Bth.?According to their understand-
ing, was our platform, also, a delusion and a
cheat,or didwe not earnestly and honestly pledge
ourselves to each other and to the world, that
we would contend to the last for the perpetua-
tion of the Union of the thirty-three States com-
posing the confederacy that was formed by our
fathers ? Was it not the supremacy of the Con-
stitution which authorizes the use of force toex-
ecute the laws, suppress insurrection and repel
invasion ? and was it not the enforcement of
all laws npon tbe statute book, or was it only
certain selected laws in certain localities that
they were for enforcing?

Question 9th.?lf it was their intention to
execute such laws only in the Southern States,
as Southern interests might demand, do you
think it was in accordance with principles of
fairness or common honesty, that they should
have our friends at the North to unite with us
on the general platform without informing them
that they were for using force to execute the
laws among them, but that they should not be
allowed to use force to execute the law among
ourselves?

Question 10th.?After having prevailed on
74,524 voters of Virginia to stand by them in
their recommendntiou to uphold the Union, to
protect the Constitution, and to enforce the laws,
aud since, by their votes, the State has been car-
ried for John Bell and Edward Everett, do you
think they are _it liberty now to abandon these
74,500 men, a very large majority ot whom are
not slaveholder:., and tell them that the Union
whioh our fathers established is not worth con-
tending for; tbat tbe Constitution is a toy and
a plaything for the sport offolly, and passion and
resentment; and that the laws must not be en-
forced upon any Southern State that may choose
to Bet itself np in defiance of all laws and al! con-
stitutional authority ?

Question 11th.?Do you think they have a
right now to plunge this State into all the hor-
rora of civil war, and involve tho people of Vir-
ginia in the crime of treaspn, by espousing the
cause of South Carolina, that is in a state of re-
bellion against the general government, and
thereby transfer the battle ground from South
Carolina to Virginia, and then call upon the
non-slaveholdicg population of the State to do
all the fighting for slaveholding sympathizers
only, when their slave property is not endan-
gered ? and do you not think tbe experiment is
a hazardous one to the slaveholding interests of
this State ?

Question 12th.?Don't you think, as South
Carolina is the only State that bas taken steps
from which war is likely to result, that here is
the soil upon which the war, (if any comes)
should be conducted, and that our women and
children should not be subjected to the horrors
that will attend it, by transferring the scene
from the rice aud cotton fields of that State to
the hearthetoues of Virginia ?

Question 13th.?In this view of the subject,
don't you think it would be more becoming and
more chivalric on tbe part of those who think
South Carolina is justified in her present position
and who recommeud lesistance to the general
government if tbe President of the United
States should feel tbat the obligation of his oath
required him to "execute the laws," and "sup-
press insurrection/ should volunteer their ser-
vices to South Carolina, go down there, and
make that the scene of their heroism and re-
nown,iustead of stirring up the worst passions
of our nature, and dragging those into the diffi-
culty who do not believe South Carolina is jus-
tified in what she has done, and who have no
sympathy with the bot haste with which she
has acted, and insulting manner in which she
has treated Virginia ?

Question 14th.?As far as South Carolina can
make herself so, is she not now as foreign to ns,
as tbe people of Naples, or the people of Rome?
and if there are sympathizers here, of the Pope
on the one hand, or of Victor Emmanuel and
Garibaldi on the otber, who wish to take a part
in the Italian war, ought they not to assume the
responsibility, and should they not seek the
plains of Italy for a display of their valor, and
not strive to involve their own oountry in the
contest ?

Question 15th.?Fiually, do you think they
have a right to find tault with and complain of
ns, who stood by them in the late contest in fa-
vor of the "Union, the Constitution, and the
Enforcement of theLaws," and still stand faith-
ful to our professions and our principles, because
we cannot stultify ourselves, as wo think we
should, by now declaring we will let the Union
slide, the Constitution be trodden down, and the
laws be violated with impunity ?

It matters not what yon think, or what I
think?it matters not whether it ought, or ought
not to be so: the man who thinks this Union
can be broken up in peace, knows nothing of the
nature of our institutions, and nothing of the
power with which this government is clothed,
and was intended to be clothed by the constitu-
tion. It matters little where your sympathies
may lead you, or mine may lead me; it mat-
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ters not how much we may deprecate and de-
plore it, whenever you have a President of the
United States who feela the weight of his obli-
gation to the country. South Carolinawill sub-
mit to the laws of the United States or there
will bewar?because the Constitution not only
anthorizes, but demands it; it does not leave it
to the discretion of the President, but requires
him to take an oath before his God, that he will
"to the best of bis ability, preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution ;" and that Constitution
declares, that the President "shall take care tbat
the laws be faithfully executed," and for that
purpose gives him the control of the Army and
Navy, and provides for calling forth the militia,
to enable him to execute the laws: and in the
name of Heaven, how can he omit this plain
paramount duty, without having tbe high and
infamous crime ofperjury resting on his soul??
And the same Constitution declares that "trea-
son (which is punishable by death) shall consist
in levyingwar against the UnitedStates, or in ad-
hering to their enemies or in giving themaid and
comfort.''' I beseech the people ot Virginia not
to be led into error by ignorant demagogues as
to the nature of our government, nor yet to judge
of its powers by the imbecility of its present
rulers.

"One murder makes a villian, millions a hero,"
says the Poet; this may be true in poetry, but
it is not true in law, unless they have the pow-
er to overcome all opposition that may be made
to them. Don't judge of what will be the con-
dition of the puplio mind when this secession
fever, which is now an epidemic, passes off, and
when thequestion comes to be determined by the
Courts, free from tbe pbrenzied state in which it
is nowfound. Temper and passion,and prejudice,
and ignorance, must all, sooner or later, give
way to reason, to common sense, and to the su-
premacy of law ; and then the day of reckoning
will come; and in the meantime, let those who
would give "aid and comfort" to South Carolina
iv ber position of hostility to the United States,
let those who are solicitous to connect their fate
witb that of the unfortunate andmisguided State
of South Carolina go down among tbem and take
their responsibilities on their own shoulders, andleave the Constitution-loving, and law abiding
men, women and children of Virginia, in the
enjoyment of peace, and in the discharge oftheir
duties to tbe Union, the Constitution, and theenforcementof the laws.

I concede that no greater calamity can befal
any people than that of a war among them-
selves; and if I oould believe it likely that theUnion could be broken into fragments, without
having constant and interminableforays between
the slave and free States, I might possibly bringmy mind to the conclusion that it would be bet-
ter to give up the Union than have war between
the general government and the Southern or
cotton States?but there lies the question?
are we not to have the Union entire, or is
there not to be war of some description or kind.It is ray belief that one or the other is una-voidable?and if so, which is the better and the
wiser course to adopt??to have a war that will
be of short duration, or one that is to be perpetual and interminable, until the substance of all
parties is wasted away ?

But let us estimate as wise men should andwill, all the cost in advance, and calculate the
probable result. Suppose the 15 slave States
should all secede; what are our means or our
powers of resistance or defence ? Oan any State
live without commerce? Suppose the govern-
ment of the United States, which will assuredly
be in possession of the Navy, should station a
single frigate or have steamers at the capes of
Virginia, is not the commerce of Virginia and
Maryland effectually blocked up ??then one to
Charleston, another to Savannah, another to the
bay of Mobile, and still another to the mouth of
the Mississippi, leaving the free States on the
Ohio and Mississippi rivers with the facilities of
railroad, lake, and canal commnnication with
New York, I simply enquire what would be our
condition ? Where is our Navy to drive them
off? What would become ofall the productions
of the South?the cotton, rice, sugar, flour, to-
bacco, &c? Would we not be check-mated,and
conquered without the power to strike a blow ?
Do the impetuous secessionists of Virgioia stop
long enough to reflect upon such a condition oi
things? or do the sober minded, reflecting men
of the State think they are not worthy of con-
sideration? If it is deemed necessary for our
honor and safety to leave the Union, let us take
time to prepare for what will inevitably follow.
If the Cotton States can establish their indepen-
dence, let them do it, and fix upon their form of
government; then, if we like it better than our
own, we can unite with them?but let us not beguilty ofthe madness of burning down the house
in which we live until we are sure of removing
into a better one.

As it is, I am clearly of opinion, that the true
policy of Virginia is to have nothing to do with
the controversy that South Carolina has chosen
to wage with the general government, but let
her attend to her own business, and we attend
to ours, and remain in the Union as long as it
can be done with safety and honor to the State,
and when these can no longer be retained in the
Union, then let us go out like men, asserting the
broad right ofrevolution ; let us all be united,
and shrink from no consequences that may fol-
low. lam very respectfully yours,

John M. Botts.P> S.?l sign my own name, because lam
neither afraid nor ashamed to avow publicly the
sentiments I entertain. J. M. B.Richmond, Dec. 22, 1860.

For the Spectator.
Mr. Editor .-?The North and the South aretwo different populations, presenting at present

a mutual antagonism. The great problem for
statesmen, is not to give them unity, but con-
cord. The Union cannot be saved. It maypossibly be reconstructed. A reconstruction
must henceforth be the aim of the patriot. Onedrop of blood will blot out that hope forever.?
How may bloodshed be prevented ? The first
condition is Southern unanimity. Discord a-
mong us is folly, madness, wickedness. The
general policy of the South will depend nponthat of Virginia, and the influence of Virginia
will depend upon the consolidation of her senti-
ments. Division in Virginiaon so vital a ques-tion would be fatal to herself, to the South, to
the entire country. We must lay aside all party
prejudices, all preconceived opinions, forgetwhat we bave said of one another, in tbe heat of
party strife, and with one mind and heart re-solve topreserve the integrity of the Common-wealth and the peace ot the nation.

What should Virginia doI That question aConvention must determine. If coercion is a-bandoned by the agpressive party of the North,we may consult self respect by declining to fol-
low South Carolina, and even adhere to thepresent confederacy, in the hope of seeing theConstitution remodeled, with permanent guaran-
tees, on a basis equal and acceptable to all theStates. These guarantees must be given. Now
is the time for a final settlement of the slaveryquestion. The time for legislation or geograph-cal compromise has passed. The North must a-
gree, by a permanent compact, to recognize
property in slaves, and to protect it whenever
our common soil extends within the limits of theConstitution. She must abandon the claim shehas asserted, to exclude Southern property from
the common soil, simply because Northern senti-ment disapprovesof that property. She must
agree to act just as she would if that sentiment
did not prevail. Allowing Northern men to
emigrate to the common territories without for-feiting their possessions, she must consent thatSouthern men shall do the same. She must
execute her solemn engagements tor the rendi-
tion of fugitive slaves, and give us security ioi
the future that the anti-slavery agitation should
not interfere with the rights of the Southernpeople. If she will thus engage, it may be the
glory of Virginia, by timely mediation, to pro-
cure a reconstruction Of the Uuion, and a jesto-
ration ofevery star to its place in the grai_r_ gal-
axyof States.

If on the other hand, a drop of Southern bloodshould be shed by a Northern Administration
in the effort to force back seceding States into
the Union, then be it culled or revolu-tion, let her people, as one man determine to
make common cause with the oppressed. No
man should call hi_nself a Virginian who would
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distract the.councils of the State on such an oc-
casion. No false pride should cause ns to hesi-
tate, because onr advice has been rejected and
onr delicate interests disregarded by a sister
State. The flattering suggestions of those who
should seek to embarrass oar course by sach ap-
peals should not be heeded, or heeded only as
the voice of treason.

In such a crisis, a great golf would divide us
from the North. Common interestsand a com-
mon necessity would bind us to the South. To
hesitate on the plea of wounded pride, would be
the extreme ot folly. One campaign together in
arms would obliterate every impression of oar
differences. Reproach and ridicule woald be
forgotten amid the anguish of oar common dis-
tress, or the exultation of a common triumph.?
Hush, then, every distracting suggestion. A-
way with every thought of dividing this glo-
rious Commonwealth directly through the
heartt

It bas been suggested that Virginia may be
divided, to accommodate the varied interests of
her people. The author of sach a suggestion
ought to be rebuked by sn indignant people. If
dissolution were to be followed by disintegration
and anarchy, the alternative would be worse
than tyranny itself. There is no hope for the
fallen temple, if its ruins be reduced to powder.
Their integrity must be preserved, if ever they
are to take their place in a noble structnre.

No! No 1 Virginia will not go to pieces at
the word of a traitor. She will maintain her
integrity, her liberty, and glory, and power, we
trust, the guiding star through this night of
\u25a0torm.

When our common dangers ar6 over, it will
be time enough to discuss the geographical
boundaries of new confederacies; time enoagh
to talk of anion with Ohio rather than with
Georgia; time enough to plan a campaign a-
gainst Florida for the purpose of wresting from
her Pensacola; time enough to set up Norfolk as
a rival to New York and Charleston. My soul!
Shall sensible men engage in these petty discus-
sions, when the horrors of a barbaric invasion
are already gathered on our northern border,
and the warning thunder reverberates from
State to State, calling us to measures of imme-
diate defence? Ia this statesmanship? Is this
patriotism ?

In sixty days, according to allhuman foresight,
every Southern man will be compelled by cir-
cumstances to take a decided stand for or against
the South. The middle ground will then be un-
tenable. We must abandon it then forever. It
would be more graceful, more becoming, more
manly to abandon it now. We do not advocate
extreme opinions, but prompt and decided ac-
tion?the Union of the South for the sake of the
Union!

The prompt decision of our Legislature ought
to be sustained by a harmonious public senti-
ment. Let Whigs aDd Democrats, gathered a-
roond the altar ot our country, forgive and for-
get all past differences, and pledge themselves todeathlessfidelity in defence of our common soil.
A solid front presented now wiH makebloodshed
improbable, and our ruin impossible. Discord
among the Southern States will inevitably
plunge us into a gulf from which millions will
neverrise again. May Heaven interpose 1

A.
Richmond, Jannary 12,'61.

Editor Spectator :? The newspapers will give
you the occurrences of tbe past week, at least in
the general results. Private correspondence on-
ly could venture to supply the promptings, and
stage appliancesgoing on behind the scenes, of
all which the mere newspaper reader can scarce-
ly form a conception?for seeing, only, could be
believing.

The most tense excitement possesses the pub-
lic mind. Everything is acted on the "sensa-
tion" principle. Everybody is a partisan on oneside or tbe other. There is no half-way house
for anything or any person. People who have
any business leave it to look out for itself, and
themselves throng around the places where
news-mongers most congregate. The Capitol is
crowded from morning till night witb dense
masses of men and women, who sit in any place
they can get, for long and weary hours in anx-
ious and silent watch upon the proceedings of
the Legislature, as if the fate of the country it-
self hung on every passing moment. Where the
crowds oome from and where they go to is a
wonder. It Ts not composed of parties, as is
common in ordinary times, sitting for a while in
search of entertainment, and then moving off
merrily together. But it seems an aggregationof individuals; mostly unknown to each other;
ooming singly, and standing wherever eaoh can
catch a foothold as long as anything can be seen
or heard, then departing silently and separately,
as if still unsatisfied. Some mysterious move-
ment of destinyseems to be stirring the minds of
men. Love of country, as a common source of
sympathy, apparently no longer exists?or onlywakes the patriot's sigh for its inseparable loss
as for something "gold can never buy."

_

The Legislature to-day, to close a'most exci-
ting subject of the week, has unanimously pass-
ed the bill for a State Convention to determine
the destiny of Virginia in the present fearful cri-
sis. Great as is the responsibility resting on this
Legislature, that upon the approaching Conven-
tion will be even greater. It should be com-posed of men with clear heads and honest hearts,
truly appreciating the solemn emergency. The
bill as it passed is a triumph of the conservative
spirit of the Legislature. From the first hour ofthe extra session, the extremists dashed in the
lead ofaffairs, with a disposition and temporary
success that seemed as if the State was to be
precipitated into secession, and possibly civil
war in the shortest space of time. At first, un-
der the immense outside pressure, only about
thirty members could be rallied to resist this im-
petuosity ; but calmness gradually returned, and
step by step, cooler counsels gained ground, un-
til at last an absolutemajority took a determined
stand and engrafted on the bill, the conservative
feature of permitting the people to say whether
the Convention shouldor not have absolutepow-
er in itself to carry Virginia precipitately out of
the Union. Tbe extremists reluctantly but
gracefully yielded, and the bill passed both
houses with unanimity, thus giving it increased
moral effect for good and for peace. Constituted
as the Convention will be, on the white basis, it
will almost necessarily be a conservative body,
and a far safer guardian of the interests of the
whole people than this Legislature can possibly
be.

The extraordinary fact that four of the States
have already, right or wrong, formally seceded
from the Union, and consequently that the re-
maining Southern States are thus shorn of the
majority in the Senate which was to be their
protection against Lincoln's administration, has
brought the issue to a sharp point. Will Vir-
ginia longer temain in the Union as it now
stands ? If so, what guarantees ought she to re-
quire for her protection in such a minority as
this against the rampant fanaticism of the
North ? If she cannot get satisfactory guaran-
tees, and cannot remain longer in the Union
consistent with her honor and her rights, where
is she to go ? With the Border States into a
Middle Confederacy, or with the Southern States
in a body ? These questions force themselves
upon Virginia, and must be met now, and settled,
the sooner the better for the peace and business
concerns of her people. A Convention elected
with special reference to determining these ques-
tions is the only body now competent for the
crisis; the present Legislature is not composed
of the kind of men who ought to consider such
vital matters; besides the Legislature is swornto
support the Oonatitution of the United States,
and has no sufficient power in the premises.?
Let the people then elect the proper men, and
let the question be settled in such a way as to
have peace and prosperity permanently estab-
lished, beyond the power of politicians again to
disturb.

In the mean-time, until these questions are
settled, people must prepare to meet such "hard
times" as have never been known before in tbis
generation: to bear and forbear must be the rule
towards each other; and economy and prudence
becomes both a personal and politic duty. War
may break out at any day ; and nothing but a
wise and brave forbearance can prevent it; let
all trust that snoh a war may be in mercy avert-
ed ; but let all prepare for the worst. The re-

suit of all is known only to the God of Nations,
who

" moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."

Richmond.
The Convention Bill.

The following is the bill providing for the as-
sembling of a State Convention, as passed by
both Houses of the General Assembly :

An Act to providefor electing members ofaConvention, and to convene the same.
1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly,

that it shall be the duty of the commissioners
and officers wbo were appointed to superintend
and conduct elections for county asd corpora-
tion officers in May last, at tbe places established
for holding elections ot members for General
Assembly, to open polls for electing delegates to
a Convention. The said election shall be held
on the 4th day of February, in the year of onr
Lord, 1861.

At the same time the said commissioners and
officers shall open a separate poll to take the
sense of tbe qualified voters as to whether any
action of said Convention dissolving our connec-
tion with Federal Union or changing the organio
law ofthe State, shall be submitted to tbe peo-
ple for ratification or rejection; and in order to
ascertain the sense of the voters npon the ques-
tion aforesaid, the said officers shall cause to be
kept a poll to be headed, upon the question of
referring such action to the people for their de-
cision, which said poll books shall have two
colums, one headed "for referring to the people"
and the other "against referring to the people ; n
and the names of those who vote for the former
shall be written under tbe former heading, and
those who vote for the latter, under the latter
heading. When the said officers meet as herein
provided, they shall ascertain and make return
of the number of persons voting for each prop-
osition. They shall forthwith send to the clerk
of their respective counties or corporation, a
copy thereof, whose duty it shall be to trans-
mit immediately a copy thereof to the Pres-
ident of the Convention at and
also to the Governor of tbe Commonwealth.
In case any officer appointed as aforesaid shall
fail to act, his or their place shall be supplied in
the mode prescribed by the law of Virginia for
general elections.

2. Tbe Convention shall consist of ooe hun-
dred and fifty-two members, to be chosen for
and by the several cities and counties of the
Commonwealth, as prescribed by the second
section of the fourth article of tbe Constitution
of this State, for the election of members of the
House of Delegates. The county or countiee
which alternately vote for delegates to the Gen-
eral Assembly under the said article of the said
Constitution , and which at the next election of
delegates would be entitledto electa delegate or
delegates, shall elect the same number of mem-
bers of the Convention, and in the same manner
that they would be entitled to if tbe election
were for members of the next session of the
General Assembly.

8. Any person may be elected a member of
the Convention, who at the time of the election
has attained the age of twenty-five years, and is
a citizen of this Commonwealth. All persons
shall be qualified to vote on tbe question or in
tbe election aforesaid, who are entitled to vote
for members of tbe General Assembly under the
Constitution of the Commonwealth.

4. The said election shall in all respects be
conducted in tbe mode prescribed, and the offi-
cers conducting the same shall be vested with
the powers, perform the duties, receive the
same compensation, and be liable to the same
penaltiesprescribed by the laws of Virginia for
general elections, except as herein provided.

5. The polls shall remain open for one day
only, and the commiseioners superintending the
said eleotion at the court-houses shall meet in
their respective counties and corporations on the
second day after the election day, shall then
oompare the polls for their respective counties
and corporations which elect a delegate or dele-
gates, and ascertain and certify the votes of the
counties and corporations or parts thereof com-
prising election districts, and deliver a certified
statement thereof to the officers conducting the
election at tbe court houses. The officers con-
ducting the election at the court-houses of the
respective counties and parts of counties of such
election districts shall meet and compare the
returns at the places now required by law for
such comparison, on the fourth day after the e-
lection, and make returns of the election ; one of
which they shall forthwith transmit by mail to
the Governor, another with the poll books, shall
be delivered to the clerk of the county or cor-
poration court, to be filed in his office ; and an-
other to tbe member or members eleoted to the
said Convention.

6. The members so chosen shall meet on
Wednesday, thirteenth ofFebruary next, at tbe
capitol in the city of Richmond, and proceed to
adopt such measures as they may deem expedi-
ent for the welfareof the Commonwealth. The
sessions of the Convention shall be held in tbe
capitol until otherwiseprovided for.

7. In tbe case of a contested election, the
same shall be governed in all respects by the ex-
isting laws in regard to contested elections io
the House of Delegates, unless otherwise order-
ed by the Convention.

8. In case of vacancies occurring previous to
the meeting of the Convention, the Governor
shall issue writs to supply the same; and after
the said meeting, the writs shall be issued by
order of the Convention ; and the election under
snch writs Khali be conducted in all respects as
the elections herein before provided for.

9. Tbe said Convention shall be the judge of
its own privileges and elections, and the mem-
bers thereof shall have, possess and enjoy, all
the privileges which members elected to and at-
tending on the General Assembly are entitled to,
and moreovershall be allowed the same pay for
travelling to, attention on and returning from
tbe said Convention, as is now allowed to mem-
bers of the General Assembly for like services.

10. The said Convention is hereby empower-
ed to appoint such officers, and to make them
such reasonable allowances for their services as
it shall deem proper; which several allowances
shall be audited by the Auditor of Public Ac-
counts, and paid by the Treasurer of the Com-
monwealth, out of any money in the treasury
not otherwise appropriated.

11. Tho expenses incurred in providing poll
books and in procuring writers to keep the same,
shall be defrayed as heretofore in the elections
of members of the General Assembly.

12. Immediatelynpon the passage of this act
the Governor shall issue a proclamation giving
notice thereof of the time of holding tbe election
and of the meeting of the Convention herein
provided for.

13. The Secretary of the Commonwealth
shall cause to be sent to the clerks of each coun-
ty and corporation as many copies of this act as
tbere are precincts therein; using for that par-
pose special messengers when necessary in his
judgment. It shall be the duty of the clerks to
deliver the same to the Sheriff for distribution,
who shall forthwith cause a copy to be posted
at the door of his court-house and at some pub-lic place in each election district.14. Tbis act shall be in force from its pas-
sage.

Monabohy bob thb South.?The LiverpoolPost publishes a letter from a Scotch gentleman
in Mobile. The followingis an extract: "I hopeQueen Victoria will lend us twenty or thirty
ot her men-of-war ships to assist our commerce.If she keeps good faith with us thereis no tellingwhat might happen. I would not be supprised
to see a good, sound consMtutional monarchyhere in three years. We are a republican aris-
tocracy already, and sooner than allow the coun-
try to be destroyed by emancipation of the negrowe lookboldly to a strong government, and who
would suit so well as one ot Queen Victoria's
sons?

This may certify that I have used Perry Da-vis' Pain Killer in numerous cases, and believe
it to be a very valuable medicine. I have pre-scribed it extensively in bowel complaints, (par-ticularly for children), and it is in my opinion
superior to any preparation I have evernsed forthe relief of those diseases.
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