
NEW COMMERCIAL POLlt'V OK ENGLAND. 

House o»> Commons—January 27. 
On Tuesday Evening,before a crowded House, Kir Robert Peel entered on his great financial 

scheme. 
* * • • * 

The right lion, baronet, after some remarks on 

Agriculture, proposed that the duty on all kinds 
of seeds for agricultural purposes should not ex- 
ceed 5s. pei cwt. He then went oil to propose the admission of maize or Indian corn for fatten- 
ing of cattle duty free, and proceeded. Maize 
Is generally used in tho United States, 1 believe 

ftartly for human food ; and believe that, though t is very much disregarded in this country, on 
part of the continent it is made into excellent 
food, and in parts of tho United States it Is even 
preferred to articles of food which we in this 
country use. I do believe that the free importa- tion of maize, so far from doing any disservice 
to agriculture, will, by promoting the feeding of 
cattle, be an advantage rather than a detriment. 
(Hear, hear.) 1 propose, also, that the article of 
buckwheat shall be subject to the same rule; that 
maize and buckwheat, and the flour of maize and 
buckwheat, shall be admitted duty free; 1 pro- 
pose to admit tho meal equally with the grain it- 
self. (Hear, hear.) Alter showing the advan- 
tage of Indian wheat in the fattening of cattle 
over linseed cake, and lUo high price of the lat- 
ter, he came to tho reduction of tho duty on arti- 
cles which constitute the food of man. I am not 
about to propose tho immediate repeal of the du- 
ties which are imposed upon grain. I am induced to propose, as an earnest of the 
principle upon which l shall act, the immediate 
reduction ol the duty on many articles of prima- 
ry importance which constitute the food ol" man. 
1 shall propose that all the reductions shall he im- 
mediate; but I will first take those articles of 
consum[ition in respect to which I propose im- 
mediate and total repeal. I propose to Uiko an 
extensive review ol all articles included in the 
taritl which enter into the consumption of the 
people. I propose, on the part of her Majesty’s Government, that the duty should be immediate- 
ly reduced upon butler from 20s. to 10s. per cwt.; 
upon cheese, from 10s. to 5s. per cwt.; upon hops, from £l 10s to 5s.; upon cured fish, from 2s. 
to Is. per cwt. Now, I take the articles of agri- cultural produce upon which 1 propose an imme- 
diate repeal, i propose an immediate repeal of 
the duly on all those articles which constitute 
meat, as distinguished from grain : that the duty 
on fresh beef, on salted bool, on what nro called 
unonumerated articles, salt pork and fresh pork, 
on potatoes, on vegetables of all kinds shall be 
repealed. (Cheers.) I propose that all that en- 
ters into tho vegetable, any tiling that constitutes 
animal food, shall bo admitted duly free, ((’beers.) I believe the agriculturists need fear no alarm 
from all this. 1 tell them, as 1 told the manu- 
facturers, that I have giver, them increased facili- 
ties for meeting foreign competition, by admit- 
ting the importation of many articles for feeding of cattle. (Tremendous cheering ) Horses and 
all animals included in iliu tarilf to be admitted 
duly free. I will now state, with the permission of tho House, the proposal which 1 mean to make 
on the subject ol grain. (Hear.) 1 propose that, 
from tho passing of tho act, somo articles shall 
be admitted duly free. On the one hand, 1 do 
not propose the immediate repeal of llio corn 
laws, but, in the hopo of a final arrangement, of 
preventing unduo apprehensions, and giving time 
for the adjustment ol agriculture to the new stato 
Of circumstances, though 1 propose a temporary continuance of protection, I propose it on the dis- 
tinct understanding that, after the lapse of a cer- 
tain time, foreign grain shall be imported into 
this country duty free. (Cheers.) I am deeply 
convinced that any intermediate proposal will bo 
of no avail, ((.'beers from the Opposition bencli- 
68.) It would have been entirely outof my pow- 
er to havo explained, or to have suggested any modification ol the corn law, with a guarantee that it should be continued. The choice, I think, 
is either between the maintenance intact of the 
existing amount of protection in every particular, 
or laying the foundation for an ultimate settle- 
ment by means of ultimate freedom, (('beers.) I propose, therefore, a considerable reduction 
in the existing amount of duties, and I propose 
that the continuance of duty so reduced shall bo : 
for a period of three years—(great cheering)— 1 

that it shall then continue till that period of the 
year when I believe there will bo least inconve- 
nience in the termination of the protection.—: 
(Hear.) 1 propose that in all cases those restric- 
tions which apply to the import of meat, tho pro- duce ol grain shall be removed. I presume they 
wero established lor the protection of the millers 
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in this country, and that it is now unnecessary 
they should he continued. I therefore see no 
reason why they should remain on barley or any 
other articles. (Hear.) 

I propose that on and after tho first of Februa- 
ry, 1819, oats, barley anJ wheat shall be subject 
only to that nominal rale of duty which 1 have 
proposed to apply to maize and buckwheat. I 
proposo that, immediately from the passing of 
this act, all corn the produce of llritisii colonies 
possessions out of Europe, shall be admitted at 
a nominal duty. (Cheers.) 

Now, on the one hand, I offer to thoso who in- 
sist on the immediate removal of these laws, the 
unrestricted importation, at least tho importation 
at a nominal duty, of all kinds of corn and all 
kinds of meal the produce of corn from Hritish 
colonial possessions out of Europe, duty free; 
and to the agriculturists 1 otfer other articles, the 
produce ol the United States, and an article, to j 
ihe free export of which the United States gives 
tho utmost importance—that of maize. This is 
the provision with respect to other descriptions 
of grain which we propose to endure during that 
period when foreign grain is to bo subjected to 
duty. 

We intend to meet some of the objections that 
have been made. At tho same time to fix on a 

duty that would be considered valuable, would 
not answer the purpose I am desirous of attain- 
ing, that of making an immediate reduction on 
account of temporary circumstances. (Hear.) 
We propose, therefore, that the enactment to en- 
dure for three years shall be to this effect:—That 
in lieu of the duties now payable on the importa- 
tion of corn, grain, meal, or flour, there shall be 

paid until the 1st day of February, 1819, the fol- 
lowing duties, viz:—If imported from any foreign 
country. 

WHEAT. 

Whenever tho average price of wheat, made up 
and published in the manner required by law, 
shall be for every quarter 

Under 18s. the duly shall he for every quarter 10s. 
48 49s. ditto ditto 9s. 
49 50s. ditto ditto 8s. 
50 51s. ditto ditto 7s. 
51 52s. ditto ditto (Is. 
52 53s. ditto ditto 4s. | 
53 and upwards ditto ditto 4s, ■ 

W ith respect to ail other restrictions, I shall fol- | 
low the scale that affects wheat. 

To read these would not be interesting to the 
Hou3c, and therefore I refer them for the particu- 
lars to the printed statement that shall afterwards 
be put into their hands. It may he sufficient for j 
present putposrs to say that a general rale shall I 
be adopted. There will now, then, be levied on ! 
foreign wheat, instead of a duty of 10s. a duty 
of 4». at the present prices, taken out of bond for 
consumption in the market. 'Flic right lion, hvi- \ 
to net then proceeded to enumerate the set-off to 
the repeal of the Corn-law* which ho proposed j 
to extend to the agriculturists. The highway 
rales he proposed to consolidate; by transferring 
their administration to the Poor-law Guardians! : 
thus placing them under the control of GOO. in- ; 
stead of, as at present, G.OOO different authorities. : 

lie proposed to alter tho law of settlement, so 
that a peasant w ho emigrated from an agricultu- 
ral to a manufacturing district, shouldclaim a! 
ecttlerneiit after a five years’ residence; his wife' 
and children not to he removable where the re- i 
moval of Hie person himself was prohibited._I 
He proposed an advance of Exchequer Hills, by 
way.of loan, for the improvement of agriculture. | 

UtvKRroof., Fob. 4.—The commercial intelli-1 

gence which goea out by ibis packet is necessa- ] rily ot a meagre and unsatisfactory kind. A state 
1 

ot transition is, of all others, the most untuvora- I 
ble for the regular r'equiremenls of trade ; for the j 
uncertainty which precedes the change unhinges the operation alike of buyer and seller, of ex- 
porter and importer. 

The new policy of the United States, ss indi- 
cated *n the reperl of the American Secretary of 
Mato, has commanded much attention in the llri- 

| tish Pailiament. Sir Robert Peel spoke highly of the report in the great speech in which lie in- 
troduced the new Tarifl ; and subsequently, at 
the request of Lord Monteagle, the Government 
consented to reprint the document, and place it 
on the tables of both Houses of Parliament—an 
honor which was probably never awarded to any similar document before. All thrso facts prove 
the desire which the ltritish Government lias to' 
make our future relations with the United States 
as amicable and business-like as possible. The markets, as we before 6tated, are all,more 
or less, affected by the Premier’s financial erptw; and business can hardly be expected to resume 
its healthful tone until it is known whether the 
measure will pass or be rejected—whether there 
will be a dissolution of Parliament this year or 
next. 

The intelligence which lias come to hand from 
tlio U. States shows the angry discussions which 
have taken place in Congress ; but the Cotton 
market has not been touched by it. Pacific peo- 
ple here, connected by business relations with 
America, express wonder that Mr. John Quincy Adams, the steady and consistent friend of peace, should have shown the effects of age, on an othcr- 
wise vigorous intellect, by pandering, to the pre- 

judices and policy of the war party. Notwith- 
standing the bluster which is uttered in Congress, people here cannot bring themselves seriously to 
contemplate a war about the Oregon ; it appears too absurd for serious attention.' Nevertheless, it is in the power of hasty and intemperate peo- 
|mo to precipitate matters beyorul the possibility ol redemption. The mention of the Oregon dis- 
pute in the llritisli Parliament contrasts striking- 
ly w*lh the wordy warfare of American Senators 
arid members ot the House of Representatives. 
Sturdy Republicans might lake, in this respect, an example of forbearance and gentlemanly de- 
portment from the speeches of Mr. Huuie, Sir 

! Robert Peel, and Lord John Russell, on the se- 
cond night of the session. 

'Eho recent news from England gives to 
] tho following Letter a peculiar interest_Its start- 
! linS statements receive a coloring of probability 
■ that is any tiling but pleasant: 

The apprehensive feeling, created by tho docu- 
j merits which accompanied the late message of the ! 1 resident, has already greatly subsided—and the 
I taction has produced a more confident tone of se- 

| cur,,y and peace in tho political circles. Rash 
; as the public councils appear to be upon the sor- 
I vice, depend upon it there is “method in the mad- 
ness,” and half of the seeming ultraism, which is 
thrust forward to preservo the support of the 

| West, which, on more than one occasion, has ex- 
j nibitcd symptoms of defection from the ndminis- 
tration, is guarded by private movements, which 
counteract tho danger of its effect. The Or«ran 
talks one way while the President acts another; 

! so that between them they strivo to keep the dis- 
cordant wings of the Democracy in artificial har- 
mony. 

| That the President has one opinion for the West, and another for the South, upon the Oregon con- 
troversy, is no longer a matter of doubt^ if tho 
representations of thoso from each of these clivis- 

j ions may be credited.—They have consulted and 
i con., rred with him,as to the course of the public policy ; and this, in a great measure, has led to the 
| criminations between Mr. Allen and Mr. Calhoun, 
I l,pon the floor of the Senate. Though differing essentially and extremely as lo the measures that 
should be adopted for the adjustment of the ques- tion, they have both professed to speak of the 

! views of the administration, derived from the 
i same source. I lie miserable game has been at 
last exposed, by a comparison of notes ; and ono, 
at least, will ere long administer to him the re- 
tribution which fie 60 justly deserves. 

That a settlement of our difficulties with Eng- land is soon to be accomplished, is rendered nea”r- 
ly certain, to niy understanding, by information 
from behind the curtain, which may he trusted i 
with safety—and that the holocaust will bo the I 
destruction of the domestic industry, and the pros-1 tration of the protective policy, is too clearly in- I 
dicaled to be mistaken. The languago of the j London I imes, and of the Uritish press, without 
one exception, unravels the mystery and lays bare 
the machinations of tho administration, to sacri- 
fice that vast interest to the dictation of the llrit- 
ish goverment, Tho Organ, and its satellites, 
profess heroic bravery for vindicating alleged ter- 
ritorial rights; which, in point of fact, aro not 
worth a sixpence to either goverment; whilst at 
the same moment, the adminislialion is bargain- ing, under cover, not only for a compromise of 
this very claim, which mark me, will yet be effect- 
ed upon the basis of the lGth degree,—but for a 
double surrender of the honor and interest of the 
country, by a demolition of our whole tariff sys- 
tem. 

1 here arc strong and irresistible facts, to war- 
rant the conviction that, at this hour, an intrigue is 
going on between the American and Uritish Cabi- 
net, by which the Oregon question is to be amicably and immediately settled, under the consideration 
that the existing Tariff policy is to be destroyed■— ami I have a cogent reason for believing that the 
hill, which has been concocted by the Secretary of the i reasury, and different officers of the Cus- 
toms, and which is to be presented from the Com- 
mittee of VY ays and Means, as the measure of 
the administration, is now wending its way 
across the Atlantic, to he submitted, as a peace 
offering to the extortionate demands of Great IJri- 
tain. 

England ran well afford to augment her mari* 
timo power, to increase her armament, and to ex- 
tend her preparations, if, at each claim she puts forward, and threatens to enforce, this govern- 
ment is to barter away, for temporary security, 
some great national interest like the tariff. It 
would be her policy, both for profit and pride, if 
such a protection is held out to the system of 
preparation, to go on, until 6ho finally subjugated and controlled every branch of domestic industry 

| and enterprise throughout the land—and this ef- 
| fort, now. is but the beginning of the disastrous 
|( nd, which is yet to follow. The concession of 
the tarill will he but the forerunner of other de- 
mands, which must, eventually, lead to a war, 
in which wc shall bo found with paralysed re- 
sources, ^a brokon spirit, and a decayed public credit. I lie billing and cooing of the official pa- 

1 per, here, with the Uritish press, tells, too plain- ly to bo misunderstood, the arrangement that is! 
now progressing, and the day is^not far distant 
when the result will be officially proclaimed._j Peace is certain ; but it will be bought, as was ! 
the last Presidential election, by the rnfluence of 
Great Uritain ; at a cost, too, which will spread desolation throughout thu Union. 

I here is a combination between tho Uritish I 
Ministry and the American Cabinet, sanctioned j by Mr- Polk, to destroy the protective policy— and it will ho accomplished within the ninety i 
days. Hence, all this stage trickery about Ore-| 
gon, which was only manufactured, as tbe pre- * 
text to accomplish this main object and result. I 
It will not be long before the prediction L .t-ri- i 
fted. I lie plot, by which our national interests J 
arc to he sacrificed, was foreshadowed in tho arti- 
cle of the I imes, which informed tho American 
people that England was willing to he pacific in 
regard to Oregon, if they would consent to be as ! 
yielding in regard to the tariff. Mr. Polk has 
responded affirmatively—and tho forms only re- 
main to be completed, in order to make this ev- 
nor.y and dishonorable alliance the law of the I 
iand. 

We are informed,says the N. V. Express, from 
a source entitled to credit, that Mr. Irving, our 
Minister at Madrid, and Mr. King, our Minister 
at Paris, are both ordered io repair to London, to 
confer with Mr. McLean, it is supposed thatthe 
Oregon and Tariff questions will occupy their 
attention. 

iy* J be Legislature was expected to adjourn 
on yesterday (Wednesday;) but as far as the 
proceedings have reached us, we do not observe 
that any resolution had been adopted on the sub- 
ject—though the House, judging front recent 
votes taken, was getting very thin. 

07* The act appropriating $5,000 to furnish 
the new buildings of the Virginia Institution has 
passed both Houses of the Legislature. 

THE TAX BILL. 
I he bill imposing I axes for the support of 

government was bandied between the two Houses 
for some days during the last week—the Senate 
insisting upon its amendments. A conference i 
was finally had, which resulted in the passage 
o! the bill in accordance with the rates of last 
year. 

J7" The hill making provision for the exten- 
sion of the Janies River Can*fn* North River, 
fee., was indefinitely postponed on Wednesday 
by tho House of Delegates. This of courso set- 
tles the matter for the session. 

WASHINGTON COLLEGE. 
A bill for the relief of tho securities of Jcrman 

Baker, former Treasurer of the Commonwealth, 
has passed both Houses of tho Legislature, bv 
decided majorities. 

We understand that this bill relieves ti e secu- 
rities from the interest which accrued on the Cin- 

cinnati Fund, held by the Commonwealth in 
trust for the benefit of Washington College, du- 
ring the pendency of the suit before tho Court of 
Appeals; its payment having been resisted by 
the securities, as not properly constituting a part 
of their liabilities under tho Treasurer’s bond. 
1 bat interest, it is said, now amounts to about 
$10,000. 

Considerable dissatisfaction, wc find, is felt 
by tho friends of the College with this act, which 
they regard as a palpable and unwarrantable in- 
fringement of tho rights of the institution. 

We observe that it was warmly opposed by 
Mr. Baldwin in Hie House, and by Mr. Moore, 

| and Mr. Thompson of Amherst, in the Senate; 
but the grounds taken by them are not stated._ 

j Their opposition may have been merely as to the 
j expediency of tho measure, as an act of State in- 
terposition or clemency—the liability of the secu- 
rities both for principal and interest having been 
regularly affirmed by the Courtof Appeals;—with- 
out any apprehension as to the ultimate interests 
of tho institution. 

A more serious view of it, however, is taken 
by the friends of the College.—They think the 
Legislature intends thereby to give away, in its 
sovereign pleasure, without indemnity, money 
which in no souse ever belonged to the Com- 
monwealth. But such an idea seems to-Ais to be 
too 'monstrous to bo entertained for a moment. 
We do not believe that this is tho deliberate pur- 
pose or intent of the Legislature. We may very 
well suppose how it might feel it to he a duty 
to interpose or extend relief to the securities in 
tho extreme hardship of their ease ; but we can- 

not imagine how they could consider it right or 

proper, or even possible to do so, at the expense 
of a sacred trust, left in tho custody of the State 
by the Revolutionary companions and associates 
of Washington, for the benefit of a Literary In- 
stitution, which he had himself previously mark- 
ed out by his favor and endowment, and which 
now bears bis venerated name. 

It is true, that we are not acquainted with all 
the facts of the caso, but from what we do know 
of them, we are entirely persuaded that tho fears ! 
which are entertained by the friends of the Col- 

1 

lege will turn out to be unreal. Virginia stands 
too much upon her character to be guilty of an 
act like this, involving, as it would, not merely J the turpitude of Repudiation, but a wilful and 
wanton betrayal of a most sacred trust.—As 

; she has given the relief asked for by tho securi- 

ties, depend upon ii, she will not allow it to 
*,e done at the expense of her honor, but that 
she will make good the trust fund which has 

j thus been impaired by what was deemed to 
he a reasonable act of clemency towards the 

; suffering securities of one of her own delinquent 
J officers. 

17” Resolutions intended to operate upon our 
1‘. S. Senators in favor of the Notice to Creat. 
Britain on the subject of Oregon, came up in the i 
State Senate on Saturday the 22nd, for considera- j 
lion.—A protracted discussion was bad upon j 
them, at the close of which they were ordered to 
lie on the table by a vote of 18 to 10. The! 
Southern Democracy are evidently fighting shy | 
of this part of the Baltimore Convention bargain, j 

'I he hill for extending tho jurisdiction of Ma- 
gistrates to $50 has been rejected by the House 
of Delegates. 

A considerable number of vessels wero wreck- 
ed along our Northern coast, during some of the : 

recent snow storms, ami a great many lives lost. 
A distressing account of the wreck of the ship 
John Mintnrn is given in the New York Enqui- 
rer. It occurred on the coast of New Jersey.— \ 

Only thirteen out of fifty-one persons on board 
were saved. j 

1/* Rouiut P. Kinney, esq. has been ap- 
pointed a Commissioner for tnki'.ig Depositions, 
by the Judge of our Superior Court.—See bis 
card in another column. 

iI7" Tho Birth-Day of \\ ashington was ce e- 
brated by the Staunton I»t. Infantry, on Monday ! 
the 23d ultimo, by a public parade, under the: 
command of J.ieut. Ast. There was quite a | 
good turn out, and the Company, with its fine 
Band, made a handsome display. 

We observe that the day was celebrated w ith 
rather moro than usual spirit over tbo country. 

MF.LANCHOLY ACCIDENT. 
VVo regret to state that on Tuesday, tho 2Ilh 

ult. a fine, intelligent son of Mr. Robert S. Mof- 
fett, of this county, named Artemus, aged about 
12 or 13 years, camo to a sudden and unexpected 
death by a kick from a horse. Sincerely do we 

sympathize with bis afflicted parents in their be- 
reavement. i 

CONGRESS. 

Monday, the 23d of February, being observed 
as the birth day of Washington, no business was 
transacted in either House. 

In the Senate, on Tuesday, a resolution was 

adopted offered by Mr. Simmons, of Rhode Is- 
land, instructing the Committee of Commerce to 

| inquire into the leading articles of import which 
came into competition with our own mines, man- 

ufactures, dtc., during the two years last past— 
the prices of Domestic articles, and the rates of 
wages paid, &c. The mileage bill from the 
House was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. Tho Oregon debate was resumed by 
Mr. Dickinson.—He thought that the nation 
which found itselt in the wrong on tho question, 
would not think of going to war about it, and he 
flattered himself that any one who should hear or 
read his speech, would easily discern which was 
in the right. He claimed* the territory up to 54° 
4</. llis idea was that while the subjects of 
Great Britain had rights there, the Government 
had none. 

In the House, the River and Harbor appropria- 
tion bill was under consideration. The bill was 
read by sections. Mr. M’ConncIl then moved to 

lay it aside, which motion was lost. He next 
moved to strike out the first section, the enacting 
clause. lie said it was a complete robbery of 
the National Treasury, and if it should pass lie 
would bring in a bill giving to every bead of a 

family, every widow, and to every man not mar- 
ried 150 acres of tho public domain. The de- 
bate was continued by Messrs. Rliett, Crozier, 
Schenck, and \Y entwortb, after winch tho Com- 
mittee roso and the House adjourned. 

On Wednesday, in tho Senate, Mr. Dickinson 
concluded his remarks on tho Oregon question. 
Mr. J. M. Clayton desired to know what he 
meant by a remark he had made that ho was rea- 

dy to meet Great Britain half way, and In a spir- 
it of compromise, in making a Commercial Trea- 
ty 1 Mr. Dickinson replied that if England con- 
ceded advantages to us, we, in turn, should con- 
cede them to her to the same extent; but be did 
not mean to connect that subject with Oregon. 
Mr. Dayton moved a postponement of the reso- 
lutions till Monday fortnight, which was object- 
ed to. Mr. Colquitt then submitted an amend- 
ment similar to that of Mr. Crittenden, but no 
vote was taken. 

In the House, Mr. Hunter, of Va., reported a 
hill for the retrocession of the city of Alexandria 
to Virginia, which was read twice and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

On Thursday, in the Senate, a resolution was 

adopted on the motion of Mr. Simmons, to in- 
struct tiie Library Coinmilleo to enquire into the 
expediency of employing Hiram Powers to exe- 
cute an Equestrian Statuo of Washington. The 
Oregon resolutions were again tho subject of con- 
sideration. In the course of the discussion Mr. 
Prnnybacker remarked that it was preposterous 
to suppose the President would not negotiate on 

a line short of 54° 40'. 
In the House, the River and Harbor appropri- 

ation bill was under discussion. Mr. M’Clel- 
land, of Michigan, made a strong speech in sup- 
port ol it. He gave a frightful account of the 
ravages by storms upon the Lakes, and the loss- 
es of life and property. 

EFFECT OF THE REPEAL OF THE BRITISH 
CORN LAWS ON AMERICAN PRODUCE. 
The benefits likely to result from a Repeal of 

the British Corn Laws 10 our Agriculture, we 

have all along thought, have been greatly over- 
estimated. This opinion was based upon the 
lact, well known, that our Farmers have been 
frequently undersold in our own ports by the 
grain-growers of the Baltic and Black Sea, and 
would have been constantly, for several years 
past, until the present, but for the protection of 
25 cents a bushel which the Whig Tariff of 1812 
has given to their Wheat. Wc have now a far- 
ther confirmation of it in the following remarks 
made by Lord Ashburton, in the British Parlia- 
ment, on the introduction of Sir Robert Peel’s 
new scheme of Commercial Policy. Speaking 
of the effect of the Repeal of the Corn Laws, 
lie says—“But the 6upply must not be expected 
“from America ; and we could not have a better 
“proof of this than tho fact that at this moment 

“American corn could come here, through Cana- 
“da, at a duly oi four shillings ; and yet, if the 
“returns were examined, it would be found that 
“nine-tenths of the Foreign Corn in England was 

“from the Baltic, though the duly on corn from its 
“shores was fifteen shillings a quarter. This 
“was entirely owing (he said,) to the low price 
“of labor in the North of Europe.” 

Our Farmers should consider well, therefore, 
before they consent to the destruction of the pre- 
sent Tariff, which secures to them the full bene- 
fits, at least, of the Home Market.—In following 
the delusive phantom of “FreeTrade,” they may 
find, perhaps, when it is too late, that, like the 
Dog in the Fable, they have given up the bone 
for its shadow in the water. 

37" We learn from the Richmond Enquirer, 
that Ex-Governor M’Dowell, the new Represen- 
tative from lli is District in Congress, is in favor 
of the Oregon “Notice,” and that ho wrote a let- 
ter to that effect, in reply to one from the Dis- 
trict, previous to his nomination. 

W i lli am Berk, of Butler county, has been 
nominated by a Slate Convention as tho Whig 
candidate for Governor, in Ohio. David Todd, 
of Trumbull county, is the Democratic candidate. 

37" There will be two steamers from England 
during this month, although the regular semi- 
monthly passages do not commence until April. 
So says the Boston Times. Tho Unicorn will 
leave Liverpool for Halifax and Boston on the 
19th of March. 

37" The French paper in New York makes 
wry faces at Mr. Walker's proposed modifications 
of the Tariff.—It thinks them less favorable to 
French interests than the Whig Tariff of 1812. 
Very well—ho it so.—It was ardent and zealous 
in the election of Mr. Polk, and if the Domestic 
Industry of the country is to be uprooted and 
destroyed, we r.nre not how unpalatably the 
changes may operate to those who aided in bring- 
ing him and his party into power. 

Sol. U. Downs lias been elected to the U. S. 
Senate by the Legislature of Louisiana for the 
term of six years from tho 1l!i of March, 1R17. 
He is said to he a man of fair talents, but a bitter 
partizan. 

Gov. Thomas.—A hill has passed the Md. 
Legislature to divorce Ex-Governor Thomas a 

vinculo matrimonii from his wife S/C. P. Tho-. 
mas. 

| HORRIBLE AFFAIR. 
e arc pained to hear that a hostile mooting 

took place on Wednesday morning last, on the 
South sido of James River, opposite Richtnoud, 
between Joun II. Pleasants, esq., late editor of 
tho Whig, and Thomas Ritciiik, jr. esq., ono of 
the editors of the Enquirer, which resulted fa- 
tally to Mr. Pleasants, he having died of the 
wounds received on Friday morning. The diffi- 
culty arose from a charge or insinuation in the En- 
quirer, contained in a letter from a Washington 
correspondent, that Mr. P. was about to estab- 
lish an Abolition paper in Richmond, and some 

personal reflections which grew out of it between 
the parlies. It seems that no formal challenge 
passed. Mr. P. sent word to Mr. R. that he 
would attack him at sight; to which Mr. R. re- 

plied that he might be found next morning at 
sun-rise at the spot where they afterwards met. 
Each had several friends on the ground, and tho 
parlies, it is said, were armed with duelling pis- 
tols, revolvers, bowie-knives, and sword canes. 

They commenced firing at fifteen paces-^’leas- 
anls advancing (after firing once) steadily and 
coolly under a constant discharge from Ritchie’s 
revolver, until within three feet of R. when he 
again fired, but missed, the ball grazing R.’s 
head. Ritchie then drew his bowie-knife, but 
Pleasants was discovered to be falling, and the 
friends interfered. 

[Another roport is that Mr. P. had but two pis- 
tols and advanced without firing till he fell. 

It is further said (on what seems to be good: 
authority.) that Pleasants stated on his death- 
bed that lie had drawijl the balls from both his 
pistols before going on the ground, and that ho 
had no intention of hurling Ritchie.] 

Mr. Pleasants was conveyed to his lodgings 
in a carriage, and Ritcluc took the cars for Wash- 
ington, where he was seen at the capitol on 

Thursday, apparently unhurt. 
Tho Compiler says that Mr. Pleasants receiv- 

ed five wounds, namely, in his arm, shoulder, 
upper part of the left breast, left hand, and upper 
and inner part of the thigh. 

The following just and affecting tribute to the 
memory of Mr. Pleasants is given in the Rich- 
mond \\ hig, which comes to us shrouded in 
mourning: 

DEATH OF JOHN II. PLEASATS ESQ. 
VN e announce this morning, with a sorrow 

which we have scarcely words to express, with 
an anguish in which this whole community, and 
the people ot this entire Commonwealth will 
share, the death, the untimely death, of JOHN 
HAMPDEN PLEASANTS, Esq., late Senior 
Editor of this paper. About two o’clock on yes- terday morning, in perfect calmness and resigna- 
tion, he yieided up his spirit to his Cod. 

Upon the melancholy circumstances which 
have led to this heait-rendering result, we need 
not say a word. They are lamiliarlo every mind. 
They require no comment. So sudden, so appal- ling has been the stroke, that we can even now 

scarcely realize the dreadful truth. Wo are in a 
measure slupificd ; we know not how to believe it 
possible. Vet,alas! it is too true! The hand 
which has so often rested upon the table where 
we sit, and wielded a mighty power over the pub- lic inir.d ; which, in “thoughts that breathed” and 
“words that burned,” has enchained thousands of 
admiring hearts, is now cold and motionless !_ 
A gifted son of genius has been stricken down in 
the mid heaven of his career. John Hampden Pleasants is no more! 

Mr. Pleasants was the eldest son of the late 
James Pleasants, a former Governor of Virginia, and U. S. Senator from this Stale. In the spring of 1821, he established the Richmond Whig,and devoted to it ten years of the most unwearied la- 
bor before it yielded him even a living compen- sation. Since that period, the paper became the 
organ of tho W hig parly, and mado its way to ! 
popular favor and a reasonable patronage. A more I 
powerful and brilliant pen than ihat”of Mr. P.. 1 
has never been enlisted in the editorial ranks of 
this country. A more sincere advocate of the 
great cause to which his efforts were devoted, 
never breathed the breath of life. A more true, 
gallant and generous spirit never dwelt in a hu- 

j man breast. Honest, straight-forward, full of im- 
pulse, ho looked at the right, and never counted 
consequences; he trampled under foot with noble 
scorn all sordid considerations of self, and made 
the press which he conducted a bright and perfect mirror of his manly heart. 

Mr. Pleasants would have been-19 years of age, 
some time in March. He ha3 left an aged moth- 
er, two children, several sisters, twobrothers, and 
a large circle of devoted relatives and friends, to 
lament his loss. Our deepest sympathies are 
with his bereaved household ; with the helpless orphans, so early cast, without a protector, upon 

I a bleak and cheerless world ; with the grey-haired mother, from whose trembling hands has been 
torn the staff, with which she sustained her foot- 
steps down the vale of years, and from whose lips the agonizing cry is forced: “My son ! my son ! 
would to God that I had died for thee!”_with 
all whose hearts are bleeding under this dire ca- 
lamity, we most sincerely mourn. But it is idle 
to whisper now a word of condolence to the be- 
reaved. No human lips can alleviate their un- 
speakable sorrow. The balm for grief like theirs, 
can bo administered alone by a Divine Physician, and to Him, in humble reverence and adoring faith, we know they will look for light in thei1? 
darkness, and hope in their despair. 

\V c are gratified to learn from the Whig that 
some of the friends of Mr. Pleasants in Rich- 
mond, have opened a subscription for the relief 
of his family who are left very destitute, and 
that it has already been extensively filled. 

J he funeral of Mr. Pleasants took place from 
Mr. Stiles* Church on Sunday at 11 o’clock.— 
His remains wero interred in the City Burial- 
ground. 

THE DEAF TAUGHT TO SPEAK! 
Some of the German teachers, it appears from a 

lettrr of Dr. Bartlett, written from Vienna, and 
published in the Lowell Courier, have been verv 
successful in teaching their deaf mute pupils to 

speak. Wo see it staled also, that the pupils of 
tho Hartford Institution, at a late exhibition in j 
Boston, gave very gratifying evidence of the sue- J 
cess which had been attained in that institution 
in this valuable branch of instruction. Ono or 
two of the pupils spoke very intelligibly, and 
could understand by the eye tho spoken remarks 
of their teacher. 

Mr. Harris, of Virginia, has been confirmed 
in Kxceutive session as charge d’Affaires to Buc- j 
nos Ayres. 

MELANCHOLY STEAMBOAT ACCIDENT. 
Fifteen Lives Lost. 

The steamboat Salndin, from Nashville, came 
in contact, on the night of the 13th ult., when! 
near Pilcher’s Point, with iho steamboat Con- ; 
gress. going up tho river. Fifteen persons on 
board the Congress were killed by the collision 
or subsequently drowned ; but their names are 
not given. 

Tho last W ashington rumor is lhat Mr. Cramp- 
tor:, who caine over in ihe Cambria, brought out 
instructions to Mr. Pakenham tore-open negotia- 
tions by an offer of tho 49th parallel, the whole 
of Vancouver’s Island, and the navigation of the 
Columbia river for 20 years—and that Mr. Polk 
v. ill not take tho responsibility of accepting the 
offer, but will submit it to the Senate for novice. 
It is further intimated that Mr. Pakenham is cha- 
grined by ibo rebuke of his principals at home, I 
and will resign. 

I VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE. 
SENATE. 

Tuesday, Feb. 24. 
Mr. McMullen from the Committee on Internal 

Improvement, reported » bill authorizing the aala 
ol' the Portsmouth and Roanoke Rail Road. 

'The bill, to amend the act establiahing the 
Winchester and Potomac Rat) Road, [authorising 
an annuity of $5,000 to be received in lieu of in- 
lerest on debt and dividends on Stock,} was pass- 
ed, after some opposition by Mr. Witcher, and 
support by Messrs. Gallaher, Stringer, Woolfolk, 
Crawford and Thompson of A., and the sugges- 
tion of some amendments by Messrs. Willey and McMullen, which, however, they withdrew. 

'The vole on the passage of this bill was 24 to 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES. 
« Tuesday, Feb. 24. 

A communication was received from the Senate, 
stating that they have passed ceitain bills with 
amendments. 

'The House concurred in the amendments of 
the Senate, with the exception that a number of 
counties inserted in the bill providing for the as- 

I tablisliment of a System of District Schools, dee. 
were stricken out: 

Mr. Goodson having in the mean time, moved 
the indefinite postponement of the bill and a- 
mendments, which was refused, by a vote of 7 
to 82. 

The bill to amend the present Primary School 
System here came up. 

Mr. \ erby then offered the following amend- 
ment: That the fund now claimed by the State 
ol Virginia, of Congress, for money paid for re- 
volutionary claims, be paid into the Literary Fund, to constitute a permanent part thereof. 
'This amendment was adopted—ayes 56, noea 

Mr. Lyons then offered his amendment autho- 
rizing the Treasurer of Virginia to receive from 
the I rensurer of the United States, Virginia’s share of the proceeds of the public lands, to bo 
placed to the credit of the Literary Fund. 

Mr. Harvio moved the indefinite postponement of the bill and amendments, which failed—ayes 
27. noes SO. 

Mr. Lyons’ amendment wa9 then rejected- 
ayes 33, noes 73. 

A farther amendment was offered by Mr. She- 
pard, and adopted. 

I he bill was then ordered to its engrossment by a vote of ayes 78, noes 21. 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES. 
Fkiday, Feb. 27. 

On motion ofMr. Droadus, 
Itcsolved by the General Assembly, That the 1 reasurcr be, and he is hereby authorized and re- 

quired, to invest in Virginia six percent, stock, 
or in bonds having the guarantee of the State, hearing an interest at six per cent., as lie may think best, the money now in his hands unin- 
vested, or which ho may hereafter receive an 
Treasurer of the Commonwealth in trust for the 
benefit of the Cincinnati Society. 

On motion of Mr. Stovall, 
Itcsolved by the Senate and Ifouse of Delegates, That hereafter the Register of the Land Office 

shall be ex-officio a member of the Board of Pub- 
lic Works. 

On motion of Mr. Southall, 
Itcsolved, That leave bo given to brin<r in a bill 

appropriating the sum of 815,G7G GG towards the 
redemption of a portion of the Public Debt. 

MILLS PASSED. 
A bill establishing an inspection of Butter in 

the city of Richmond, and the Town of Scotta- 
ville. 

A bill concerning Executions against insolvent 
debtors. 

A bill prescribing rewards for killing wolvea 
in the county of Alleghany. 

TIIE WEST AND T1IE SOUTH. 
It will not be forgotten by our readers that Mr. 

Hannegan, in the Senate of the United States, 
some days ago, declared his reasons for not vo- 
ting on the i'exau measure of annexation, and 
that these reasons \vero simply his apprehension* and belief that the Southern Texas men were not 
to be relied on in the Oregon matter; that coup- ling Oregon and Texas together in the Baltimore 
Convention they designed to secure the latter 
merely while they would show a “pttnic faith” in 
reference to the Western measure. Mr. Hanne- 
gan now finds his worst fears realized. 

There have been within a few days past sun- 
dry intimations in the Union that a demonstration 
might possibly be made by the Western men in- 
dicative of there sense of the treachery thus prac- tised upon them by their quondam Southern allies. 
In other words it is given out, in more quarters than one, that the friends of the Administration 
in the West will not move a step towards ad- 
vancing the next measure of Southern policy, the 
reduction of the Tariff, until the requisite step* for extending our authority over the whole of Or- 
egon are definitely taken. To prevent such a de- 
velopment as this what is to be done? 

“One of the great objects of the present Ad- 
ministrtion,” says the official paper of Saturday, “is to liberalize our commercial system. It is 
one of the great purposes for which it has com© 

I into power. If we do not carry out this glorious, policy, we shall lose the confidence of the people, 
j shatter our own party, and disappoint the hope* 
I of the world. Who will flinch at this crisis?_ 
; Will any member from the Great West say, “Se- 
| cure us Oregon first, otherwise we will not coope- rate with the South in the reduction of the tariff?’*' 
The V\ bigs may entertain tins hope. They may 
expect to see us divided and broken to pieces,&c.” We hear no more of “the whole of Oregon or 
none. Instead of that, the official paper now 
speaks of maintaining “wir interest in Oregon.” The West is to he bribed by Sir Robert Peel, 
or intimidated by the Administration, into a relin- 
quishment of Ihe exclusive title to the country be- 
yond the Rocky Mountains—notwithstanding the 
assertion of that title in the face of the world.— 
Mr. Adams was vilified when he said, some time 
ago, that the Administration would back out._ 
Perhaps some other term will be found to desig- nate the movement now apparently contemplated; but plain men will probably use plain words in 
speaking of it.—Hull, American. 

'I he Senate have confirmed the nomination of 
Romulus M. Saunders, of N. C.,as Minister to 
•Spain. Washington Irving, the present Minis- 
ter, it is said, has asked permission to be recalled. 
Mr. Saunders was one of the leading men in the 
Baltimore Convention of May, 1814, where Mr. 
Polk was nominated. He has his reward. 

TEXAS AND MEXICO. 
Advices have been received at New Orleans 

from Corpus Christi to the 12th ultimo. The 
Gazette, published at that place,confirms Ote re- 
port that the “Army of Occupation” had received 
orders to break up their camp there and remove 
to the Rio Grande. It is supposed that Point Isa- 
bel, or. the East side of the river, is the spot se- 
lected for the new camp. 

Advices from the city of Mexico to the 21st of 
January had been received at Corpus Christi, by express,and numerous extracts from Mexican pa- 
pers are published in the Gazette. One of them 
we annex: 

On the 15lh Jan. Gen. Paredes issued a circular 
orJer to all the Governors of States that within 
forty days from that date they shall furnish the 
necessary quota of men to fill up the Army ofln- 
vasion to a war complement—00.000 men. The 
present army docs net exceed 10,000. The troops at the capital are constantly drilled with a view 
fo act in large bodies. 

Ihe Marshal Division, Sons of Temperance, 
celebrated Washington’s Birth-day in (his place 
on Saturday last, by a procession, address, &o. 
Wo noticed a respectable delegation from Au- 
gusta, among the strangers in attendance.—Har- 
risonburg Hcpub/ican. 

The Hon. Edward Everett has accepted tbft 
Presidency of Harvard University. 


