
ami addressed to his Excellency Don Jose Joaquin 
Herrera, President of the Mexican Republic. This 1 
letter of credence was enclosed by Mr. Slidell to 
Mr. Pena y Pena, on the 8th of December, 1845.- 1 
Now where is the authority for this appointment 
and mission as envoy l And where is to be found 
•the solemn agreement of the Mexican government 
<o receive an envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary resident near the government of the 
Mexican Republic ? On tho contrary they ex- 

pressly agree to receive a commissioner only “to 
settle the present dispute in a peaceful, reasonable, 
and honorable way. 

This letter of Mr. Slidell not being immediately 
answered, he addressed another on the 15th of the 
month, enquiring of Mr. Pena y Pena the cause of 
the delay ; which, on the 16th, the Mexican Min- 
ister answers, by saying “that the delay has been 
“occasioned by tho nature of his credentials, which 
“made it necessary to submit them to tho Council 
“of government for its opinion in regard to them ;” | 
“assuring him. meanwhile, that the government of 
“Mexico is ready to proceed agreeably to what it 
“proposed in Us answer on the subjectand this 
letter is addressed to “His Excellency John Slidell, 
&.C., &c.,” he not having been received as Minis 
ter. Well! here was a chance for settling the 
question and avoiding war, if Mr. John Slidell 
could only have been persuaded to screw his di- 
mensions down, from an envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary residing near the court of 
the Republic of Mexico, to the capacity of a'com- 
missioner to treat for peace. Hut what is a war 
to the United States ?—what is the treasure of tho 
nation and the blood of our citizens, when it come6 
in collision with dignity and etiquette ?—especially when treating with poor humble Mexico! 'Phis 
great Nation, this gigantic Republic, stickling tor 
and going to war, for form, etiquette and dignity— 
with Mexico, whom wc profess to despise*for her 
imbecility and weakness. Monstrous provocation, 
indeed, lor war! ! ! Mr. John Slidell, however, 
Soes for “the whole or noneand in his letter to 

Ir. Buchanan, of the 17tli of December, lie says: “You will observe that this note is not addressed to 
■“me in my official capacity ; the omission to do so 
“is cogainly not accidental.”—He tells Mr. Bu- 
chanan; “that in ins representative character, ho 
■“cannot stiller any mark of disrespect; that he shall 
“address a note to the Minister, reminding him of 
“the inadvertence, and suggesting the expectation, “that it will not be repeated.” Now, I ask. if the 
desire for peace was such as .Mr. Poik represents it, 
anil all honorable means were resorted to, to pre- 
servo it, why was this opportunity not embraced ? 
Why was not Mr. John Slidell sent there in the 
capacity in which the Mexican government had 
agreed to receive him ? Ur why, after lie had 
been sent w ith a long title hanging to his coat-tail, 
and the Mexican authorities assured him, as Mr. 
I’ena v I’ena did in his letter of the 16th. that the 
Mexican government was ready to proceed “to treat 
peacefully upon the affairs of Texas,” with him as 

commissioner, agreeably to what it proposed in its 
answer on that subject;—why, 1 say, was not Mr. 
John Slidell instructed to lop off a little of his title, 
preserving still his dignity, and settle the difficul- 
ties growing out of the question of annexation—lea- 
ving the matter of payment of indemnities rocog- nized, to go on as when they were first interrupted, and the balance to be settled bv the Convention as 
before agreed upon; and await the action of the 
Mexican Congress upon the two amendments adopt- ed by the Senate of the United States ?_which 
would, no doubt, have been promptly acted upon 
as soon as this liono of contention was removed. 

it was not until the month of March that Mr. 
Slidell was instructed to make a peremptory de- 
mand to bo received as envoy, or to receive his 
passports and return home; at which time, the ar 
my of the United States had invaded the territory of Mexico, and was in full possession of the left 
lank of the Rio Grande. Mexico promptly refused 
to receive him ; and she did right; unless we claim 
for Mr. Polk the right to require the Mexican au- 
thorities to degrade their country, as he has degra- ded his own. 

In tho month of March lie demanded his ass 
ports and returned home. 1‘rior to his return, how- 
ever, but as soon as Mr. Polk heard that there was 
a difficulty on th part of the Mexican government in receiving Mr. Slidell under a long name, (even as early as January,) although the same despatch (to wit, Mr. Slidell’s letter to Mr. Buchanan of 
the 17th December, enclosing .Mr. Pena y Pena's 
letter of the 16lli,) informed him of their willing- 
ness to receive Mr. Slidell ns e men sdoner to treat 
peacefully upon the affairs of Texas, vet fie got warlike; endeavots to repair his blunder and sus- 
tain the dignity of his appointed envoy, to whom 
he v.as said to be indebted for the vote of Uouisiana 
in ’14, (and surely one good turn deserves another, 
even at the cost of war,) and directly marches off 
the army, under Gen. Taylor’s command, from the 

Western frontier of Texas,” where it was, as he 
himself had informed Congress, “in a position to 
defend our own, and the rights of Texas, and to 
repel any invasion of the Texan territory which 
might be attempted by the. Mexican forces.” into 
the dominions and possessions of Mexico, and point- ed bis loaded guns upon Matamoras ; upon which 
the Mexican army crossed (Gen. Taylor being first 
required to retire to the Neuces, which was virtu- 
ally surrendering their claim to Texas,) the Rio 
Grande, and the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de 
la Palma ensued; and thus the war bpgan,and thus 
was Mr. Polk the aggressor, [s the proof wanting that this point of etiquette and falso dignity alone 
involved this country in war, by marching the ar- 
my into Mexican territory mi l taking military' pos- session, when, as he says, Mexico hud made no 

aggressive movement? Then look to his Message 
m May, already quoted, in which he says : “Tins 
force was concentrated at Corpus Christi, and re- 
mained tliero until after I had received such infor- 
mation from Mexico as to render it probable, if not 
certain, that the Mexican government would re 
fuse to receive our envoy."’ 

Again, in speaking of the orders to Gen. 'Paylor which were issued on the 13th .January' last, to 
leave Corpus Christi and take his position on the 
Rio Grande, he says ; ‘‘Before these orders were 
issued, the despatch of our Minister in Mexico, 
transmitting tho decision of the council of govern- 
ment of Mexico, | whi li was unofficial, (or Mr. 
Slidell, in his letter says; “the deliberations of 
council, although ostensibly confidential, soon be- 
came known out of doors,” | advising that he should 
nut be received, and also the despatch of our con- 
sul residing in the city of' Mexico—the former bear- 
ing date on the f7th, and the latter on the I8lh of 
December, 184-5, were received at the Department 
of State.” 1 

In another part of his communication he virtual 
ly admits that lie would not treat for a peaceable settlement of the boundary question, unconnected 
with tho question of indemity, for lie savs : “The 
“Mexican government well knew that both our na- 
tional honor and the protection duo to our citizens 
“imperatively required that the two questions of 
“boundary and indemnity should be treated of to 
“gether, as naturally and in.v parably blended.”— 
So that it might l e taken for confessed that fie went 
to war on the. indemnity question, and not the 
boundary—and whore did he derive his authority fin* that ? But why were the two questions nalu 
tally and inseparably Mended, so that the bounds 
ry question could rn t have D m settled by a Com- 
miesiener,and the indemnity left to bo settled by the Convention already agreed on, as soonasonpof funity was afforded the Mexican government to 
jkiss upon the two amendments proposed bv the 
IHenato of the United States 7 

And now ill" question aries, 1st. If the army of 
Ibr United Slates bad remained at Corpus Christi. 
instead of moving to the Rn Grande, would mis 
n ut have taken place? That Mexico might at 
some time, if she bad lb* means, have attempted the reorcujntion of Texas, is probable enough ; but 
that is not the question. Would this war ofarmii 
si lion on our part have taken place ? pv. |f \jr 
Slidell had been sent, as tbe Mexican authorities a 

gro-d to receive him, (in the capacity of Commix 
sioncr, J nr if, having been sent as Envoy, and be was 
informed that they were then willing to receive 1 

him, as they had agreed, and be had consented, or 
had lier n instructed by his government. In dark his 
Mil of some of i/s suprrjhioiis feathers, and bail 
(->en content to trend in the humble fotstep< of strch 

non as Henry Clay, John Quincy Adams, James 
layard and Albert Gallatin—who had acted in the 
•amo capacity of Commissioners, at Ghent—would 
he army have been sent from Corpus Ghristi to the 
Itio Grande ? Mr. Folk himself lias told us it 
would not. And if so, where is the justification 
lor Mr. Folk to be found, in saying, “all honorable 
means had been exhausted by our government to 
avert this war ?” 

Well might the Whig party have protested a- 

gainst the preamble to the bill of appropriations last May, with so unblushing and unparalleled a 
falsehood standing out in bold relief upon its face. 

It was hut a few years since, ami tho question 
that largely occupied* the public mind and the sol- 
emn deliberations of Congress was, how far Gener- 
al Jackson was justified in pursuing an enemy into 
the territory ot a nation with whom wo were at 

peace; andatiow, forsooth, it is affording “aid and 
comfort to tho enemy,” to question Mr. Folk’s riglfl 
to take possession of territory belonging to a na- j 
tion with which we are at peace! and this is what j 
they call “progressive democracy.” It is indeed 
progressing with a vengeance; but God forbid that 
V\ higgery should ever progress 11(1011 any such scale. 

And now. all who feel an interest can sec and 
judge for themselves, from official documents, who 

made this war! how it was brought about!! and 
for what purpose it was made! ! ! And it is for 
them to determine whether the honor and dignity ! of this country were so deeply involved in theques- 
tion. whether Mr. John Slidell should lie treated as 
an Knvoy or a Commissioner, as to justify Mr. Fro 

j sklent Folk in marching our army into a foreign ter- 
ritory. taking (xisscssiun, and then calling on them 
to pay a debt of perhaps a hundred millions of dol- 
lars, (Hissibly two hundred millions before it is end- 
ed. and for sending their fathers, sons, brothers and 
Iriends. to fight his battles in a foreign land ; and if 
not. it is then for them to determine whether they 
will demand his impeachment and removal from of- 

; fiee, at the hands of their representatives. I can 

only say, that if they believe with me, in tin* ori- 
gin and causes of this war, and fail to demand his 
impeachment, either now or at tho next session, 
then they have not only ceased to Ire free, but have 
ceased to deserve it. 

I have undertaken to show to those who have 
neither time nor opportunity to read the voluminous 
documents necessary t,. .urive at a just understand- 
ing of this subject, who was the author of the war, 
and how it was brought about. May I In; permit- ted, without “aiding and comforting the enemy,” 
to enquire when it is to terminate ?—Mr. Folk in 
his late address, says: “Tho duration of the war 
which he (Faredes) waged against the United 
Stales, was indefinite, I1eca11.sc the end which lie 
proposed of the re conquest of Texas was hopeless.” if so, what must wo think of the duration of this 
war Mr. Folk lias made, when lie tells us in the 
same communication, “among other just causes of 
“complaint against Mexico, arising out of her rrj'a- "sal to treat for peace,” (how perfidious to those 
w ho have bestowed such high honors upon him.) 
“as well Indore as since the war, so unjustly com- 
“meneed on her part, and the extraordinary expen- 

ses in which we have lieen involved, justice to our 
“own people w ill make it proper that Mexico should 
“be hold responsible for these expenditures.” Now, I pray to know, if Mexico was unable to pay tlie 
debt already acknowledged to lie duo of some two 
millions of dollars, bow she is to tie made to pay 50, 75, or 100 millions or more, which is every hour increasing, and that too after a protracted, cx- 
(s nsive, and exhausting war—except by a surren- 
der of her territory l So that if these are to be tho 
terms of peace, it turns out at last, that the war is 
either to have no termination, or it is to result in a 
war for conquest anil acquisition. 

And now, tho remaining question is—Arc there 
no means by which the war can lie brought to a 

speedy and honorable termination ? In my judg- 
ment there is one way, and one way only ! 

Let Congress instruct Mr. Folk [as they did in 
relation to the Oregon question ] to propose a sus- 

pension of all hostilities, (we can afford to lie gen- 
erous, and it becomes the conqueror, and especially the aggressor, to propose a reconciliation.) and in- 
vite Mexico to ap]ioint three Commissioners to meet 
three Commissioners on the part of the U.- States, 
to settle the difficulties growing out of the annexa- 
tion ot Texas, leaving all other uq^djusted matters 
«is they were at the time the treaty o| annexation 
was negotiated ; and w ith three inon of fairly bal- 
aneed minds on each side, the whole matter may lx; 
settled without another blow, honorably and satis- 
factorily to all—except the war-dogs and blood- 
hounds ol party, whose savage propensities should 

; not lie consulted. 
The writer of this review is undoubtedly a Whig, and he prides himself upon it; hut let it not be 

thought by his Democratic brethren, that he is w ri- 
ting for party objects.—If Mr. Folk should lx; im- 
peached for this high crime, and removed from of- 
fice. there is another of the same stamp to take his 
(dace, little, il any less obnoxious than Mr. Folk 
himself; and although he is ready at all times, and 
on all proper occasions, to battle for his party, on all 
such national questions as this, his air^ is to battle 
for his country and the constitution. 

1 It may be added, that the writer lias a son in 
that little army of Gen. Taylor, as dear to him as 
his own heart’s blood. He lias given him up freely to discharge his duty, in defence of the flag of his 1 

country ; but whilst lie is battling on the plains of Mexico for the stars and stripes, his father will lie 
found in a no less important cause, fighting at homo I 
against a more dangerous and formidable enemy than tlic Mexicans; those' who would stkaj. pow- 
hr from the people, by breaking down ihr barriers 
of the Constitution, without which the flag itself 
would not lie worth defending :—And if this he af- 
fording “aid and comfort to :hc enemy” abroad! he 
congratulates himself that he has neither “aid” nor 
“c mifort” to offer to the enemy at home. }{. 

Henrico, December I7ih, 184(>. 

I.EGISLATURK OF VIRGINIA. 

HOUSE OF DELEG ATES. 
Monday, Dee. 28. 

On motion of Mr. Morrison, 
Resolved, That the committer of Courts of Jus- 

lice enquire into the expediency of allowing the Grand Jurors of this Commonwealth a reasonable 
compensation for their services. 

bii.i.s passed. 
A bill authorizing a separate election at Scotts"! 

vilL*, in tlie county of Albemarle. 
The engrossed bill, “directing a survey of a Mac- 

adamized road from I lowardsville in the county of 
Albemarle, to Staunton in the county of Augusta ” 
was Tcad a third time. 

Mr. Johnson moved to amend by a ryder, pro- viding that the survey should be made, and the* re- 
port submitted on or before the 16th of January. I his amendment was opposed by Messrs, "i fay- inond, Perrow and Stephenson, as tantamount to a 
rejection ol tne bill, as the report could not lie made 
in time. After some conversation, Mr. Johnson as 
sented to amend his ryder bv the substitution of the 
1st of February for the 16th of January. As a- 
rnended, the ryder was adopted and the hill |massed. 1 lie bills making an appropriation to the South- Western Road, and extending the Ixniisa Railroad 
to the Blue Ridge, were laid on the table to await I 
a fuller house before acting upon them. 

John YV. Jones, esq., of Chesterfield, was. 
on the 31st ultimo, unanimously elected .Speaker i 
pro Inn., of the House of Delegates of Virginia, in! 
the place of W'l. II. Goode, esq., who resigned tlie office on account of the feeble slate of his health. 

THE LOUISA RAIL ROAD, 
The bill for the extension of this Road to the 

r .astern baseof the Blue Ridge, provides, that 
whenever $20,000 shall have been suWribed by <dIm r tii,m ibp Com toon wraith, and titiiil or secured 
to be paid, the Board of Public Works shall sub- 
scribe the sum ol $30,000, and soon in the same 
proportion. 

I he capital stock to hr increased to the sum of i 
0 100,000.— llic/itnonrl Republican. 

A company has been firmed for the purpose of 
constructing a telegraphic communication between Washington and New Orleans, vi. Ridnn.I 
1 liarleston. Mobile, ole. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 1847. 

PO- A large portion of this paper is occupied by 
a Review of that portion of the President’s Message 
relating to the Mexican war.—It is doubtless, as 

the “Whig” has said, from one of tho ablest pons 
in Virginia. We trust no one will bo deterred by 
its great length from giving it a careful perusal, as 
it is certainly the most able, powerful and convin- 
cing paper which has yet come before the Public 
on this important subject. 

THE NEW YEAR. 
Another year is gone, and, with all its important 

events, Imth public and private, is added to the ir- 
revocable past. It cannot be, that to all of our rea- 

ders it has been a season of unminglod prosperity 
and happiness. Fortunate will it bo for the future,' 
it the lessons of 184G have prepared us to enter up- 
on tho New Year with hope for the best, and forti- 
tude tor tho worst. We would not forget the 
events of the past year, but we would impress them 
upon our memories in that spirit, which nvords in- 

| 
juries in the sand—benefits upon marble. With 
such feelings we now greet our readers and our 

neigh lx >rs, and cordially wish them a happy and 
prosperous New Year. 

the AUGUSTA VOLUNTEERS. 
rl lie Augusta Company is attached to the first 

battalion ol the \ irginia Regiment, which will, in 
a few days, leave for the scat of war. Wo hazard 
little in saying that our Company will compare fa- 
vorably with any in the Regiment; it is composed 
of athletic young men, whose constitutions have 
not been impaired by the dissqialions which too 
often affect the materiel of armies, and which prove 
more fatal than the arms of the enemy. Many of 
them are skillful mechanics, favorably known in 
our community, who will, if need be, prove useful 
accessions to the army. 

W c arc glad to see that they duly appreciate 
their double character of soldiers and citizens, and 
we trust, that in all the chances and changes of their 

i term of service, they will remember that the Flag 
of Augusta must be borne gallantly in battle—pa- 
tiently in adversity—mercifully in victory. 

To this Compdny has been confided the perfor- 
mance of the duty of Augusta, so far as the enemy 
are concerned, and that it will bo performed faith- 
fully, we do not for a moment doubt. 

'l’o those who remain belongs the duty, not less 
imperative, of inquiring into the causes which have 
made it necessary thus to risk the. health and the 
lives of their neighbors and friends. If it shall ap- 
jH'ar that the honor of the Country required the 
sacrifice, it becomes them, as good citizens, to sus- 
tain that honor at whatever cost; but if it shall be 
ascertained that no such necessity existed, our ru- 

lers should Ik; held to a fearful reckoning for every 
drop of blood that is shed, and for every tear that 

| Is not this just ?—Is it not the course which 
becomes Freomen ? 

JUDGE DUNCAN. 
This distinguished gentleman is now in Staun- 

ton engaged in holding an adjourned term for the 
trial ot Chancery causes. The promptness with 
which he disposes of business, and the clearness 
and force of his opinions, have won for him golden 
opinions among those most competent to estimate 
such qualifications. The large number of old and 
complicated causes left upon the docket when the 
old Chancery Court was abolished, and the con- 

stantly accumulating business, both at Law and 
in Equity, in a populous and wealthy County like 
ours,—blessed as it is by the labors of some thirty 
Lawyers,—has rendered it impossible for Judge 
Thompson, able and indefatigable as he is, to 

keep down the docket. The visit of Judge Dun- 
can is, therefore, a favor which is duly appreciated, 
and will long lie remembered by our law-going 
community. 

By the way, we wonder how long the Legisla- 
ture w ill find it in their consciences to disregard 
the just claims of Judge Thompson to an increase 
of his salary. 

MESSRS. DAVIS AND BAYLY. 
We are pleased *o learn that (he difficulty be- 

tween these gentlemen is not likely to be brought 
to a deadly issue. The affair will not, however, ! 
be without its salutary effect upon all those who i 
are disposed to follow the lead of the President in 
casting insolent imputations upon a party, which 
has furnished its Taylor, its Worth, and a host of 
other gallant spirits to sustain the honor of our 
arms, despite the imbecility which rules in our 
councils. Such gentlemen will find full employ- 
ment for their parliamentary valor, if the}' do not 

improve somewhat in courtesy of speech. 
(& I be Hon. Alexander. Barrow, one of the 

Senators from Louisiana, died in the city of Haiti 
more, on Tuesday the 20th ultimo, after a short 
but severe illness. His disease was introsusception 
ol the bowels. Mr. B. was a man of fine intellect, 
and was universally respected. His remains were | 
carried to W ashington, and buried, with appropri- 
ate ceremonies, in the Congressional Burial ground. 

I he National Intelligencer, speaking of the refu- 
sal ol the House of Representatives to levy a tax 

upon tea and coffee, says—“ W e have never before 
witnessed just such a crisis in public affairs; and, 
il tin? House adhere to its determination, so far ns 

as to refuse to lay any immediately productive 
taxes, we do not sec w hat is to prevent the bank- 
ruptcy of the Treasury, if the Administration itself 
be not broken to pieces.” 

CcL Mr. Polk says that within the last year no af- 
flicting dispensation of Providence has fallen upon 
sir country. Prentice asks if the President means 
lo intimate that his Mexican war is the work of 
I lie Devil ? 

0C?~ Maj. (»cn. Scott and Staff left New Or 
leans on the evening of the 23d ultimo, in the stea 
aicr Alabama for Brazos Santiago, and lltencc to 

I’ampico. 
'J fir Legislature of Illinois has elected the Hon. 

Stephen A. Donglass, at present a member of Con- 
;riss from that State, to be a Senator in Congress 
ror the term of six years from the fourth of March 
icxt, to fill the place now- occupied by tiro Hon. 
Tone® Semple. 

SENATOR BARROW. 
The scene which occurred In the Senate of the 

l nited States when the death of this model Sena 
tor was announced, is full of instruction to our pub- 
lic men. The warm and afU-ctionutc tribute paid 

I to his worth by those most opposed to him in politi- 
I cal opinion, while it is in the highest degree credi- 
| table to them, establishes beyond controversy, that 

a decided and manly advocacy of |>olitical opinions, 
and a trank and gallant bearing in all the relations 
ol public life, is the true and only way to secure 
the esteem and confidence of all. Who would 
have dared upon such an obchsion to have imputed 
to the party of which ho was so distinguish^! an 

| ornament, the traitorous design of giving “aid and 
i comfort to the enemy ?” 

{?)■ 1 he last Rockingham Register announces 
the fact that two com|>aiiics of Volunteers, fur the 
Mexican war, are now in process of formation 
in that county, and, with a little exertion, w ill 
soon be ready to take the field. 

We are rejoiced to sec our Democratic neighbbrs 
show a desire to share in the dangers of a war 
which they have been so far instrumental in bring- 
ing upon tire Country, and regret exceedingly that 
it is now too late for them to gratify it. We hope, 
however, they will hold themselves in readiness, 
and it another rtspiisiiion should l>e made ujxm our 

State, that they will be allowed to have “a finger 
in the uie.” 
-i- 

! OC/- We had the pleasure of a visit and a hearty 
shake of the hand from our warm-hearted, generous 

; young friend, Mr. John A. Harman, who has-been 
; in service fur about one year, in the company of Tox- 
as Rangers commanded by Capt. Gillespie, and 

i "‘ho saw that gallant officer fall in the midst of'vic- 
lory at Monterey. We could gather from himself 

| but little as regards the share he had personally in 
the storming of that second Gibraltar, but found 
him, in the generosity of his nature, willing to award 
praise to every one else. Mr. H. belongs to that 
political parly which has been charged with giving 

1 “aid and comfort to the enemy.” 
I CtJ* The following appointments of Field Officers 

for the Virginia Regiment of Volunteers, were 
made by the Governor and Council on the 22nd 

| ultimo: 
Colonel—John F. IIamtramck, of Jcflerson 

I County. 
I.t. Colonel—Beverly Randolph, of War- 

ren County. 
Major—Jcbal A. Early, of Franklin County. 
I hose (says the Richmond Republican) arc ex- 

cellent appointments, and reflect credit on the ap- 
pointing power. Major Hainlramck, to whom the 
command has been entrusted, is the son of an old 
Indian fighter, was born in an Indian hut in the 
North Western territory, then belonging to Virgin- 
ia, served * sergeant in the last war under Gen. 
(then Major; ".'aylor, and afterwards graduated at 
West Point with the highest honors. He was a 

while Assistant Instructor of Tactics, and received 
an appointment as lieutenant in the Army, from 
which lie was transferred to an Indian Agency. 

Col. II. has all the requisites, and some of the 
experience of a soldier—and being vigorous in 
mind and body, will do honor to Virginia and the 
Union. This much we feel authorized in saying, 
from personal knowledge on the part of the w riter 
of this paragraph. 

Gen. Randolph of Warren, to w hom the second 
place in the regiment has been assigned, is' of a 

gallant stock, and has proved himself a true man 
in all that characterizes a soldier. lie, also, is a 

graduate of \V est Point—was a lieutenant at the 
storming ,,f Queenstown Heights, and with his own 

hand spiked the first gun captured from the enemy. 
At the dose of the war, Lt. Randolph, with many 

J other noble spirits, was disbanded on the rcduc- 

j t-on of the army, but is now ready for the new and 
i honorable service assigned him. Gens. Scott and 
Worth were witnesses of his gallantry, and will 
doubtless bail bis appointment with satisfaction. 

Major Early, of Franklin, is a graduate of West 
Point, and has seen active service in the Florida 
campaign under Gen. Taylor. Maj. E. will, there- 
fore, rejoin his old commander under favorable 
auspices, and will prove himself in all respects 
worthy the high character assigned him by his 
friends. 

These appointments were made from a host of 
worthy candidates; and although the task of selec- 
tion was a responsible one, we doubt not the public 
will have reason eventually to accord its entire ap- 
probation. 

departure of the troops. 
Four companies of the first battalion of Virginia Volunteers lett this city yesterday mornin<r for Old 

Point : 
The Richmond Graj’s, Capt. Robert G. Scott, jr.; I be Richmond Rangers, Capt. l‘L. C. Carrintr- 

ton.jr.; ° 

The Alexandria Volunteers, Capt..J. If. Corse- The Caroline Volunteers, Capt. S. P. Bankhead. 
l'lie fifth company, the Petersburg Volunteers commanded by Capt. Fletcher H. Archer, wo un- i 

derstand, were to meet tlieir comrades at Citv 
Point, J 

X’lie Staunton Volunteers, Capt. Kenton Harper 
we understand, will go down to Old Point on Wed- 
nesday. 

On Saturday, the Volunteers were addressed, we 
icarn, in an impressive and eloquent manner bv the Rev. Dr. Plumer.—Rich. IVhxgofJnn. 4. 

FROM THE RICHMOND R EPLTILICAN. 
THE AUGUSTA VOLUNTEERS. 

At a meeting of the Augusta Volunteers, held at their rendezvous in the city of Richmond on the 
morning of 30th December, 1840, Daniel A. Stofer 
was apjxiinted Chairman, and G. W. Allen. Secrc 
•ary. 

The object of the meeting havin.r been explain ed by the Chairman, in a few pertinent remarks. ! 
the following resolutions were offered, a vote taken i 
"lK’n cach’ antl l,,e whole were unanimously adopt 

1. Resolved, that this company will, at all 
times-, observe that strict regard to subordination •uid discipline Mint bucomos, i£(>od citizuns. 

2. Resolved, That in volunteering our services b) our country as soldiers, we will not forget what 
is due to the civil authority as citizens. 

‘r{r*°h’r<t, That this company will discourage all disorderly comluct in any member comtiosing ft and that it will endeavor, while in this city, and elsewhere, to maintain a character tot orderly and Kcnloil duporfrm nt. 
1. Resolved, I hat in our intercourse with each oil.or, we will indulge those amicable and friendly reelings, which ought to posses* the breasts of men ! 

who expect to serve iheir country too-ether. in a fo- 
reign land. 45 * 

Resolved. 'I’liat we w ill meet our fellow vel 
unteers. from other portions of this State, in a spir it ot perfect amity and cordiality Resolved. That a copy 0f the foregoing resolu- 
tions lx- handed to our Captain, with a request that lie have them published in one, or more than one 
newspaper in this city. 

.. .. ... p A. STOFKR. Cha’m. 
old. \\ Ai.t.KN. Scc’y. 

r 
C Illinois, resigned I,is scat in the l louse or Representatives on Wednesday the :{4>rL * 

CONGRESS. 
In the Senate, on Monday Doc. 28, the bill to 

purchase the papers of the late Alexander Hamilton 
was passed. 

In the House, Mr. Haralson of Ga., oflered a Re- 
solution requiring ihe Secretary of War to refund 

| 
to the several States the expenses incurred by them 

j in subsisting Volunteers after tho Proclamation of 
I May last, calling for V oluntcers, and previous to 
the time they were mustered into service. The 
Resolution was a Joint one, and as such was refer- 
red to tho Commilteo on Military Aflairs. The 
llouso then went into Committco of the Whole: 
Mr. Sawyer of Ohio, addressed tho Committee, in 
an ultra SpCedh, beginning with a defence of the 

I war and the charge that the Whigs, as a party, 
: were opposed to its prosecution; and then launched 
out in charging tho Whigs with being “Federal- 
ists,” and like “the Federalists” of 1812, standing out in opposition to the War and Country. Mr. 

j Baker of III., the Colonel of the Illinois Volunteers, 
next addressed the Committee, thanking the House 
at the first for the lltxir and the Chairman of the 
Committee for awarding it to him. I le did not de- 
sign to take any part in the controversy which had 
be«'ii going on between members of different politi- cal parties. Coming then to tho important subject, be said that the Army in Mexico needed more men 
ami more money, and they needed both immediate- 

I !y- Ihe country they had Captured covered an 
immense tract, and it would require large force's of 
men to garrison Monterey, Saltillo, Camargo, Ma- 
tamoros, and other points of country which had 

; been secured. According to Mr. Baker, there were 
but 11,000nren belonging to our forces in Mexico 
—available men, after the places taken had been 
garrisoned. \\ o had really done nothing to con- 
quer a peace.—The President had colled out nine 
or ten new regiments, recently, but they were very 
far from being upon the ground. At most they 
were but about 7,000 men. Mexico had 25,000 
men, and some of them her bravest people. Six 
months ago we sent into the field 20 regiments. 
They went into service with high hopes and eager 
expectations, but alas, how many of thorn slept on 
the banks of the Rio Grande. About 2,000 men, 
of the best blood of the nation, who had never seen 
the enemy, found a grave upon the Rio Grande. 
The country had proved most sickly, and the army 
had suffered most severely. Iti some regiments 
one-seventh and one-eigth had died from exposure 
to the climate, tho want of water, and the change 
of lood ! At the close of Mr. Baker’s remarks the 
Committee rose, and he, then, offered a Joint Re- 
solution, authorizing the Secretary of War to deli- 
ver clothing to the officers of the arinv. It was 
|Kissed by acclamation, and provides that the Vo- 
lunteers receive clothing instead of pay, as do the 
regular soldiers. 

On Tuesday, the Senate met, and without read- 
ing the journal, immediately adjourned on motion 
ot Mr. Manguin. 

In the House, Mr. Starkweather of Ohio, moved 
a reconsideration of the vote on the Resolution of 
Mr. Baker, for clothing the \ oluntcers as the regu- 
lar troops are clothed, which carried ; and the Re- 
solution was then referred to the Committee on 

Military affairs. Mr. Haralson of Ga., rejiortcd a 
bill for adding ten new regiments to the Army, to 
serve for five years or during the war, and the men 
to be jKiid a bounty of $12—one-lialf at enlistment, 
the other half when mustered into service. Mr. 

| Burt also reported a Joint Resolution jiroviding for 
the payment of tho Volunteers during the time of 
enlistment and the time of their, being mustered 
into service. Mr. Haralson reported a bill design- 
ed to paj- for the exjicnses incurred in this enlist- 

; merit, and the provision made for their support in 
! the meantime by the States. Mr. Burt also re- 

jxirted a Resolution projwsing that the Government 
should provide for the cxjienscs of Volunteers, and 
subsistence and quarters, pending the time they arc 
enlisted and mustered into service. AH these bills 
were read twice and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union.—Also a bill 
to increase the efficiency of the Army and to pro- 
vidc for disabled soldiers and officers. Mr. King 

I ofN. Y., gave notice that he should call up tho 
bill which passed the House of Rejircsontatives at 
the last session proposing to entrust two millions of 
dollars to the Executive. Mr. King will retain 
the anti-Slavery clause in the bill. The members 
elect from Iowa, Messrs. Hastings and heftier, were 

qualified and took their seats. 

On Wednesday, in the Senate, on motion of Mr. 
Huntington, the reading of the journal was dispen- 
sed wuh. Mr. Johnson of ha., then rose and in 
apjiropriate terms, announced the death of his la- 
mented colleague, the Hon. Alexander Barrow,! 
jiaying a just tribute to bis high character and the I 
many virtues which adorned the man. Mr. Ben- 
ton next rose and in a very feeling and impressive 
manner, boro testimony to the exalted worth, the 
noble heart, and the manly disjxieition by which j 
Mr. Barrow M as distinguished. Mr. Broese also 
gave utterance to a few remarks of a similar charac- 
ter, and was followed by Mr. Hnnncgan. Mr. 
Crittenden then rose, much affected, and said : 

‘*Mr. President—It is my intention, sir, however 
needless it may be, after what has been already 
said, to I tear my testimony—I beg your pardon, sir” i 
—Here Mr. Crittenden sat down completely over- 

poM'ered by emotion. .Mr. Manguin then moved 
the customary resolutions, which were adopted in 
silence, and the Senate adjourned. 

In the House, Mr. Haralson of Ga., from the 
Military Committee reported tho Joint Resolution 
which j>assed the House on Monday, projiosing a 

supply of clothing to the Volunteers, upon the terms 
and in the manner received by tho regulars. A 
slight amendment was made placing tho clothing at 
the disposal of the Quartermaster, instead of the 
Colonel of the Regiment, and the Resolution was 

then ordered to I*c- engrossed, and passed. The 
death of Senator Barrow was next announced, and 
the customary Resolutions of respect oflered—after 
which the House adjourned. 

On Thursday, the burial of Mr. Barrow took 
jilace.—No business was transacted in either I louse. 
The Senate adjourned to Monday, and the House ; 
until Saturday. 

On Saturday, in the House, it was decided, by 
the most extraordinary vote of 115 to 18, “that it j 
is inexpedient to impose a tax upon tea and eq/Tce.” ! 
Mr. Sims, of Mo., then offered tlie- following Rcso- j 
lution, which caused ranch laughter, and which 
v.as finally unanimously adopted : Resolved, That 
the people of the United States are too patriotic to 

ft fuse any necessary tax in time of war.” 

0r?~ A Smoke-house, belonging to Mr. Stafford, 
of this place, together with a quantity of meat, 
»as destroyed by fire on Monday night last. For- 
tunately it occurred in the early part of the night, 
and the fire was discovered in time to prevent its 
communicating with the surrounding; buildings 

CEO* THE N. 0. PICAYUNE, DEC. 20. 
FURTHER MEXICAN NEW’S. 

j ma''vevS™ in°,r^lly U,al Gen W.wl> who wa* ft»r 

nali'iud himself i,° ?f,rvice of Mexico, and who gig- ..,ll,n8e", 1,1 Texas and on tho Rio Grande ronher, recently effected a landing ,t Wum. «d Imd proceeded towards the Mexican capital W. .8 a h rcnchman by birth, retired ta h s naUvc country a year or two since with » r 
* 

T h^.ho^Lauo,, ,,r ^C'eV^r6- “* On the 10th of November, by order of Santo An na. a grand mass was celebrated, all the offi^reof the army being present, to implore the Divine aid for the happy issue of Hie war. Tho same nijht the termination of the armistice was to be celehr* ted by a grand serenade. 
The reports from Chihuahua were that the Go- 

^organized a force of 1200 regulars and 10,4)00 volunteers, With fifteen pieces ofartil- lery, and that all were to march against the enemy 

half of o 
°f Novcmbcr* VVc ^ not believe the 

i dattdX,,,‘Zi»ann.llacl boen received Item Sinaloa 
witb a V-wir l°cto,K'Ir’ s,a,1"l? ’bat Capt. Flores, 
l v n Aml 80m° volunto®«‘ '-ad rout- a party of North Americans. It was added that 

dred and K’Amee India,,?.1,ad ,nas8acred °neW (ino and ntty American sailors actintr as soldiers A private, letter from Mexico assures the EMario that a good understanding existed between Santo Anna and the Central Government, but that the necessities of the General were such that he was constrained to insist upon tlic forced loan of two millions. JI isi army amounted ta about 55,000 men. the In st arm of ttlncli was cavalry. Genera) Tav- 
or had suffered much from desertion and sickness but the number of his troops was variously eatima- 

The Mexicans are continually apprehensive of a night attack upon San Juan de Ulna. An attempt was made, they thought, the night of the 1st ult 

covered3811 ^ 1,1 having been early die- 

_ 

FROM THE N. O. PICAYUNE, DEC. 25. 
LATE FROM T1IE ARMY. 

l!,c arrival «>f the u. S. auxiliary steamship 
h**« »i"l Tampico date to Hie 15th and Brazos to the 18th inst. 

1 here had been quite an excitement at Tampico, caused by a re,»rt that a large body of Mexican 
ca\ airy bad been wen in the neighborhood. Of the 

knowta<ra 3lty °f *h0 rt‘P’rl wc have 1,0 means of 

The U. S. steamer Fashion, with Gen. Jessup °n hoard, arrived at Brazos on the 18th instant. l*cn. I illow le ft Matamoros on the 14th instant, lie was to go 25 miles, and then wait for Gen. 1 atterson with the rust of his division and train. 
W e learn that Gen. Taylor was to leave Mon- 

terey „n the I (Jlh instant, for Victoria, with Gen. 1 wiggs s division and a jxirtion of Gen. Smith’s brigade. It is also reported that Gen. Urrea, of 

w'lbf^i ,Ve.mn hf?rd ofl«te,w»at Victoria h 0000 cavalry. Gen. Wool remained at Par- 
r.if-, and Gen. W orth at Saltillo. It was positively 
oTikim and ,Xibuvc^ in camp that Santa Anna had ^o>UU0 men at San Luis. 

FURTHER FROM TAMPICO. 
1 he Picayune has detailed accounts of the news 

Irom lampieo, brought by tho steamer Massachu- 
setts, but we find nothing of any special interest, 

i Another correspondence has token place between 
Santa Anna and Gen. Taylor, but the only item of 
importance which we find in it is the following sen- 
tence from Santa Anna’s letter, the italics in which 
are in the Mexican copy : 

1 believe that I do not deceive myself in assuring 
you that neither the Congress, nor any Mexican, will ever be able to listen to overtures of peace un- 
less the national territory be first evacuated by the 
forces of the United States, and the hostile altitude 
of their vessels of war he withdrawn. This must 

; be without doubt the preliminary of whatever ne- 
gotiation may be o|H-ned ; and it may be permitted 
to me to declare to you, that the nation, moved by 
a sentiment of patriotism, and determined to de- 
fend at every hazard and inch by inch its territory, will never cease to qualify as it deserves, and as 

i "'e world lias already qualified it, the conduct of 
the United States; and it will do whatever it can 
ami ought honorably to deserve the title which it 
bears, of independent and free. 

FROM SANTA ANNA. 
The editor of the Courier dcs Etals Unit lias 

been shown two letters from Mexico, one of which 
; is from Santa Anna and the other from Almonte to 
! a friend in New York.—The former writes from 
Saint Luis de Potosi on the 24th Nov., and is a con- 
tradiction of the report that he had gone to Victoria. 
1 le has no such intention and seems to have made 
up his mind with firmness and prudence. He says *•[ believe firmly the probability of suc- 
cess is with us,” (Mexico,) and his whole letter 
In-nrs the mark of dignity and patriotism. 

He expresses his determination not to end the 
war but with honor to his country. Not otherwise 
important, the letter is curious as it was written for 
a private eye and not to lie published. 

CALIFORNIA. 
Accounts from Monterey to the 19th Septem- ber state that the elections were held in California 

in regular form, agreeably to the form of govern- 
ment instituted by Commodore Stockton. Yn San 
Juan, Don Mateo Feron was elected Alcalde, fit 
Monterey, Don \\ alter Colton, a parson, and Chap- lain of the frigate Congress, was elected Alcalde, 
having beaten half a dozen competitors. Don Mil- 
ton Little was elected to act as his substitute in caso 
of sickness or absence. 

I he first trial by jury took place at Mont ere}-, 
in which an American and a Mexican appear to 
have been the parties. Mr Colton presided ss 

judge; the jury was composed of individuals who, 
from their names, appear to have been half Amcri 
cans, half Mexicans. The verdict seems to have 
given general satisfaction. 

MASSACIIU SETTS. 
A second trial was had on Monday last in the 

two Districts of Massachusetts which failed to elect 
\\ big memliers of Congress at the regular election. 
In one of them Daniel P. King, and in the other 
John G. Palfry, both Whigs, are now chosen, by 
handsome majorities. 

The entire delegation from this Stale is now 
Whig. 

ARRIVAL OF COL. HAMTRAMCK. 
The Colonel of the Virginia Regiment arrived 

in the Northern ears, and was received at tho De- 
pot by the Public Guards, Col. Diunnock ; Capt. 
Scott’s and Capt, Carrington’s Companies, and the 
Alexandria Volunteers, Capt. Corse. From the 
ears, he was escorted by the military to the Govern- 
or’s House, where he was waited upon by a large 
number of our citizens.—Rich. Rep. of Dec. 31. 

(Xr The Richmond Enquirer says that Governor 
Smith, in consequence of numerous tenders of ser- 

vice, has requested |x rmission for Virginia to fur- 
nish an additional battalion of Volunteers for the 
Mexican war. 

The following is from the Boston Atlas. Ft is * 

fair exposition of loeofoco principles bv a member of 
the jiarty : 

“WHI. Jerry,” said a Whig to a leading Ijoto- 
fieoiri Norfolk County, on the reception of the late 
election returns from New Y'ork, "what do you 
think of tho news from New York ?” “Oh,” said 
Jerry, “our measures are before the People, and it 
remains with them either to sustain or reject them.” 
“Your measures!” said the Whig, “whatare your 
measures?” “Why,” said Jerry, “we have re- 
duced the Tariff—we have annex'd Texas—made 
war with .Mexico, and—raised h—lgenerally.” 

A brother and seven sisters dined together in 
New York, on Christmas day, whose united ages 
are M l years, being an average of over BI years.- 
They were all in th'^cnjoyment ./excellent health. 


