Soult, who kept him in cheek for more
thau five months, with ahout ousthird of

e sume number of men, and closed the
war at Toulouse by killing and wounding
near 200000 of the ollies,

“AtWaterloo,Wellington was attacked,
and uot permitted even the choice of a po-
sition—hedid not display any talents—the
battle was gained neithier by Wellington
nor Blucher, nor even by superiority of
numbers, for Mapoleon's arransements
woresuccessful, nll 7R EASON suatels-
ed%he victory from his hands.”

¥ [N: Y. Col.
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DOMESTIL,

Baltimore, Decenher 12,

Since History has become any way au-
thentic, we kuow of no instunce of so ra-
pid a population 1o any et of the workd,
s the Western and -South Western  dis-
tricts of the United States—What was, but
@ few vears nuo, an ;mau]lm, wilderness,
inhabhited aaly by hed® and savages, hus
alreanly become  the seat of enterprize
atdindustey—"The mistortunes of Burope
have contethited much to this surprizing
wlerativa—In a short time, we muv ox.
Prot to hear that the Luoks of the Ohio,
be Mlisscurt and the Mississinpi
vered with people, sud 1he 5
French end the Engitsh §a s and
manners blended tagetlier in one mgss of
wddustey and arbaiy,  sensible of the
munifold  blessings of & liLe:
ment — Az the perscentions of
France ewilized and o
when Englind was o fiee countrm
the pevsecutions of 1
rope enriching  aud ey ilizing the wildest
portions of America—Before the exnira-
tion of hulf the present o niuvy, what an
amazingly important countey tlis must
bel——The following Extract is a sutional
sanction of our opinion.

Partof a letter frama Gentlemen in Pite
burgh tolis friend in Baltiwore, dated
30tk Nov. 1516,
=——*Porsome timewe have been much

smused by forcigners passing throngh

this place on their way to the Southern

and Western countries—A few weeks a-

go, eleven Yaalian Priests left us for [on-

isville, after staving here for a month—

They were extremely agreeahle in con-

versation, and such exeollent musicians,

thatwe were all delighted with them—

They come from Rome, being sent to this

conntry, as Missionaries, by Bishop D.

whom you must have heard and seen in

Baltimore—Thev. were present at his con-

secration in the Holy Cite—"They gave us

a grand description of thie ceremony, at

which were present a vast number of Ca-

tholic Clergv. and four Cardinals—They
gave inferesting accounts of their lives:
and one of them had lived seven years in

a solitary hermitage in Spain—"They spoke

very little Euglish, but as I could speak a

little French, we made out to understand

each other.

“ As Ireside ina French family in this
town, [ have the advantage of seeing all
tiie French travellers who pass this way in
seag h of moreagreeable plaes s of abode
——and a pleasant advantaze itis; for ne-
verwere there so pleasant a peopie—
Twenty-one of them left Pittshurgh vester-
dav on their vovage, or journer, to the
Mississippi Territory, where they are ga-
itz to estabiich 1 eolony—Some of them
arethe most mt and accomplished
gentleroen 1 have! ever seen, particn'arly

ATe t -
nish, the

il
.'lfll-'ht"' Far

weterzns of Bu-

two of them, a Mon, G, and the author of

thin eclebrated publication, entitled the
rf. tie sarcastienl observations
h ive uneasitiess to the
ot of Legitimutes, who never
itil they had Lanished the writer,
aiid suppressed the liberty of the Press
Bothin Flanders and iloliand—Such are
xome of the eifects of the Holy Leqrue iy
Furepe, once  the seat of Science and
Freedom Y—These are now travelling 1o
the Western Hemispliere - At Philadei-
phia some of the e prosecuied rentlemen
pnt oo ihie dress of Nmerican huoters, and
with a gun wone hand, and a tiddle in
theother, they =et out for the Western
Couptries—Whereveriliey came, whether
to i house or a villaee, they mmediately
began their masie, and, in five iminnles,
they had all the inhabitants about them,
dancing and singing inthe highest alec
Phus they fidled and danced,

"

hic

O W

i

nd sung,

the whols rond 1o P:‘”‘-’hu‘;'l It is neced
to =ay, that in general, they wet with
; e it They must

o wodd not
hnored tea-
whio can thos fil-
Lhaoee throngh hife, i the midet
i most tiving ditficulties, nnder which
Anglo-Americans would lie down and

we
die in despair.”—[ A mericaa,

Cirenit Canri of the Uniied |

On Weodnesday came on before :
Hon. Tudues Story and Davis, the trial of
William Bevans, o marine, in the «

of the U. S. on the charce of having Lilled

Peier Lungstram, a seaman, on hoard
the U. 8. ship Independence, a shopiting
since. "Uhe toial continued until Thn
dey evening, when the jury et
verdiet of Guilty of Muvder., Senten
has not beew passed on him, as his conn
sel moved an arrest of judement, on n

question of the jurisdiction of the congl,
the offence baving been committed in the
furhor of this town, The guestion we
learn, will he referred for deeision to the
Supreme Court of the 17, which will
comvene i Washington, in February.—
Bevang, who is quite a voung man, not
apnarently 19 years old—was ably
fended by AMessrs. Dutton and Dexter

the eonnselassigned to im by the Conrt,
ot his guilt was apparent  from the
tdente,

({P

evi-
Hie was, ol appesred, on ditvas a
serttry on ilies

their inferests tn the deicice, Poehe
and welfire of the commonwenlth is
great, in proportion to theip numbers,
that ofany other class of peeple ; in fine,
they discharge all the civii and politicy]
dutics whicl, us men 2nd citizens they
owe o the state, us correctly, fully and y.
rightly as any other sect. ~ As to their re-
ligious creed, thatis a matter between
their Crentor and themselves P a matter
for which vo human tribunal, law, or can-
stitution has any right to intlict o them
any sortof disability or punishiment whiat-
ever ; and the line of distinction which
our laws sud constitution hay e drown !
tween Christiuns and’ Jows,
to their socinl, civil
ter, is one of the
sive inequalitics,
“yainman, cloth
has incorporated,
in our codle,

After these remarks, it is alyoss
fluons for us to say, that our puper will
chesrfully lend all its support rowards
persuading and urging the L.-;;.iq!.mu't' tu
place the Jews upon an equality with o-
ther eitizens, in relation to their eiy il and

olitical rights and enjoyments : wnid w.
elieve that a memorial to the € reneral
Assembly, having that just objeet 1 view,
would be simed by oy ery  hiberal sl
intellizent man of ‘every denomination,
and weuld have the desived effect,

[Balt. Patriot.

L
as |t
iAs

i

N reterence
and politien] clharae-
fow absurd and oppres-
which prejudiced sl
ed ina little onthory,”
uid peruitted to remain

super

!{,‘.‘Il.i.i tient to Americans h‘.nfp'u::' to the W
Tndive—A gentlemen of this place, lately
from the West-tudies, stytes, for public
information, that mastors of Amevican
vessels must be eantions not 1o anchor for
2 longer period than 23 hours, off any of
the British ports in the West-Indies from
which American  commerce i= excluded.
In this case, they wiil be liuble to seizire
andd condemnation, on the ploa of o de
sign to atteinpt a breach of the Trade
Laws,  Our iniormant adds that one
sel from North-Caroling, for anchori 1
near the port of Antigog, was seized il
carvied in, and but for came influential
triends of her captzin, would have been
condemned.  He undersiood that several
American vessels hiad Leen condoniped in
the other Islands—the ybhoye plea being
urged as the cause.

( Cherleston City Gas=.

The Legislature of Kentucky is N ses-
sion. We have wlready heard the result
of the election of a Sepator in Congress
tfrom that state, in the place of My, Barrey,
resigned. Gen. Hanrpix now fills the
vacaney, by appointment of the Gover-
nor, till the Legislainre appoints, The
first ballot gave to Me. Hardin majori-
tv of 20 votes over all the other candi-
dates. Mr. H. is thercfore confirmed in
his seat.—( Net. Int,

f(f?l.'_r N. H.) nu'.?‘
From a principle of duty, we some time sinca
riblished ‘areportof an aetion, Pedda 1 Ve,
!h-hrl L. Dexter, tor mal-practice as a surgeon.
The same, and the only inducement, (to
vent further fmp

llll' .
wition ) renders it proper o
state that this Dr. Dexter was botter known
at Buflalee three or four years sinee. by the
name of Luther D. Gothro, where he enrried
on the business of making shoes, makine no
pretensions to surgery whatever, and lett that
place when under hbonds of S1000, 1o appear &
answer for alledged misconduet, not no
for the present purpose to detail.
nothing in the community more wanted 1
lnws to prevent such imposition, by obl
CYErY PErsom wis e
certificate, after :
sons Aduly appeinted, ane d to
Judre, [ Centinel.

T R R S e
CONGRESS.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Fridny. Der. 14,
hr. Fleteher of Ky. havine moved to in-
struct the commitiee of cluims to enguire
into the expedicncy ol remunerating Fen-
ry Brothers, now in Kentucky, for losses
sustained on the Niagara irontier, by the

LS ey and by the eHneny -

Mi. Forayth of Gen, rose 10 enguire
whether this case was not ehude in the

per

act of last session, for comnene ing
claimanls for ceviin lost or destroved
property, :
Ny, !.t’!.'f'f.'rﬁ'.-.}d‘ e cliscd o I consiler it
to be included witlin that e It tho'
the case was ngt embroced | that law,

e was satisfied Conaress woulid

recom
nize 15 Justice, amd dipeetl it

to be

paid.
Mre. Forsuth said, his ehief ohject w as,
to take this method of apprizing the

House of the fa
thit Taw o

der i, ¢l
came

that the execution of
vas not suspended, but that un-
ms were daily decided, of the
characier as that which the entle-
man from Kentucky considered not to
vcome within the aet,

Mr. }mn':'y of M. C. said

, it was impos-

VOO ss g JIIII'

TR B A
ah | o ) '] . it i ,l',!
nevand the decensed, who war conk's
mute, whiel hegiun by the prisoner :
i the eanrse of 1t ihe deceased called rhe
' H 1 ) 1
¢ rFaar: on wineh, atter rees o
i |
foet from thed 1=edd, 1l prison- |
' a yreedd on and =i RATTR
1 e |
Wil | 1 Lk, W ¥ ¥ | 5L
’ A |
it te v ! ( .
|
£ IRV IN RYLAND |
P Constitnlinn I I of this |
t! L e 1 il 1 1
e ) h | i
L i i\
) . wide 1ase. noe d
! of ki
' [ )4l "R |
thade {ew ure |
ol .'. armt re !
L L T full i
apport of go- |
|
spretbed  tn '|
Fe, R uliter  eltizens
» A H

’ 1 -
ALCEPT Batre T speres it R LEET 1)

st A o 'u‘.“hj. ] gl 1]

ible to sav whether the

case embraced
i this niotion was,

] ) Or wis not proper to
w nrovided for, since none ofthe etrenm-
ctaneces hat been stated ; but certain it

o that the act of thelast session had
suthovized the payment of any such
Slaim
M. Jofmson of Ky. said, he was glad fo
v the gentleman from Georgia had
madde his opposition to this motion, not
from any opposition to its merits, hut to
stil a different proposition of his own,
which the House had more than once re-
fused 1o consider, and which he
would again be refused whenever le
should call it up. Phe resolution now
hefore the House was one alimost ol course,
such as would be adopted a1 the recuest
or suggestion ofany member of tie hoyee

1 moile of procecding arsmg from the
necessity of the case, documents 1o
port the cluim being sent on, withont
decompanyving  petition.
|] proposilion the

hoped

sup-
any
In relation to
gentleman had ally-
detd to, 1t was not betore the Honse now,
vdd could not be debated., Whenevey 11
war, Mr. I said, he too should take oo i

to say what be knew of the law reln-

teng to the pavment for lost property and
of 118 executlion,
Mre. Forayth said it was oo ."1.::7'j|l| leed,

s proposttion had not been tiken

len heasked forit : butit had been

onee refused, and he hoped it would
not he ain

I it were proper hiere 1o
vl nto that queostion, he thouglt he
cotmd sitisty the House that the ¢ ‘e
winteh he I. ] r'-.'rlil' sl WHS ol j‘lnlnu;n‘r“
Vhiere is, said he, a law in existence, un-
L neh such s are settled. The

seltle such claims: he
fui would, T presume,
He wished the Honse

s settlied them,

to e apprized of the Tt ilmh almllj(il
{there was no law .nu!l!nrv_m:[ payment of
Heh clauns, the commissioner acted ag il

Hhaere wips
Mr, Fleteher

mofion ‘l:l"-l-_r been n-

oty pone=Mr. Vorsy th called
up lis motion an (e foliowing words:

o, o

Ak

saitl act o be suspended, until the sub-

could doubt the propriety of
tiing on this subjeet, i he would pro
Iy retiect onit.

i s
ed, toorder the turther exeention of tha

eel shuil be disposed of by this House,”
Mr. Poreyth said, he llmupl'ht 1o mwun
doing some-

|
er- t
One part of the act l!mtl
been suspended by the President, who |
reatedlin his message the pronriety of |
revising  other parts of the act; which
proposition, as well as an enquiry into the
act= ol the commissioner, wis now before
acommitiee ofthe House.  From want of
anderstunding, or from want of integrity,
mcorrect decisions had  certainly becn
made by the commissioner. It was a lit-
tle extraovdinary, My, F. said, after what
badd taken place, that 1the commissioner
should be permitted to execute the re-
wainder of the act—to pass jndements to
ai indedinite amount, Ilhum-'m ments to
be dmmediately paid at the "l‘rt-abllr)'.
without revision or control. This requi-
red some wterterence on the part of this
Hovse. We can only judge what is to
come from what is past. We know that
ervoncont decisions havebeen made by the
commissioner, and mav presume that oth-
eis irill be. My, F. sauld, there appeared
to him noreasonubleohbjection to the shape
m which e had brought his motion be-
fore the House, yet he was not wedded to
it. I any other course should be thought
better toattain the same object, e should
not ohjeet to it.

My, Yunceyof N, C. said hehad been op-
posed to this resolution the other day, be-
anse he believed, as the President had
advised the revision of other purts of the
act besides the 9th <ection, that the com-
missioner wonld ot have procecded, hot
would of course have stayed Ins preceed-
ings till Congress had passed on the sub-
jeet.  The comniittee of claims, to whom
the President’s Message wasreferred, hatd
taken the subject into serions congidera-
tion. This morning, they bad had the
commissioner before them, and clearly as-
certained that he was going on undereye-
vy section of the act except the oth. 1
take also upon myself (said Mr. Y.) the
responsibility of stating, that some deci-
sions have been muderespectingwhich the
commissioner has heen interrogated, as
much withoutauthorityas the cases which
come under thedth section.  He therefore
helieved it was necessary that the execu-
tion of the act should be suspended until
it was revised.  Uunder other sections of
the act, decisions had Leen made which
were as groundless asany which had been
made under the 6th seciion. As for the
authority of this House to make the re-
questof the President, and of the President
to suspend the law, Mr, Y. said, hehad no
question. The commissioner was a mere
ministerial officer, subject 1o the controul
of the executive: he was expressly made
so by the act itself, ifhe had not been so
otherwise,

Mr. P. P. Barbour of Va. rose to make
the suggestion to the House, that they
should act on the subject now. if at all. ..
The House had been informed by the
President, that erroneous decisions hadl
been made by the commissioner under
other sections of the law than the 9th, and
the commissioner going on, in the same
spirit of consteaciion, might commit error
in many other cases. [ the law was sus-
pended atall, thevefore, it was important
it shiould be done now, for thereason, that
when the commissioner has decided. his
decision is a sutficient warrant for the
money @ and some individuals would re-
ceive money for cluims of a character,
which Congress, in vevising the law, mizlit
not choose to allow to others, Mr. R, w a8,
however, clearly of opinion, that the
House could not act upon the law but in
conjunction with the Senate—for a sns-
pension isaqualified repeal of a law, and
the same power ouly can repeal which e-
macts i,

Mr. Robertson of Lon.was also opposed
to the resolution.  If the commissioner
had acted correctly, itwas as thelaw in
tended, and there was no motive for sus
pending the law ; it incorrectly, the proper
course would be to remove the officer, . .
Mr. R doubited, he said, the power of the
Executive to suspend a'law of the laad -
he conld see that such a power might be
exercised in a manner very dangerous to
the liberties of the country, without refer-
ring fo any particnlar ease. My, T
doubted, also, the propriety of acting on
this subjeet from the motives snggested
by the gentleman from Gieormia. The
suspension (temporary repeal) of a law
should be as deliberute as the passage of
the act. Let us nol, said e, pursie a
eourse, inrespeet to which our powers are
very doubtful, [Ilive in adistant part of
the country,in regard to which, though
many claiims have been decided nearer the
seat of government, the law is as vetadead
letter, us it is toall parts of the co untry at
the same distance.  In regard (o the state
of Louisiana, not a single claim had vet
come before the commissioner, and Mr.
R. was not, therefore, disposed toarrest
the proceedings of the commission r, ‘at
the moment the distant clyims might be
expected to present themselves. In re-
gard to the commissioner, Me, R, suid,
his being retained i office by the Presi-
dent, was presumptive evidence in his
favor. He coneluded his remuarks by
expressing his doubt of the propriety of
suspending the operation of a law, and
particularly the propriety of the House's
acting on i,

My, Jokuson of Kv. suid, the discuns: 160
which had already taken plice on this
subject would save him and the House
many remarks, he would otherwise have
made.  He presumed, a litile more infor
mation, in his possession, and known to
some others, wonld enable the ifouse to
decide correctly on this question.  [yen-
ture 1o sav, (continned Mr. Johnson, ) and
1 believe 1 is not in opposition  to any
thing suggested by any oth r gentleinan,
that, sin 1"“"' silting of ( gress, there
husnot been any decision of the commis
sioner which any member on this flen
hus examined, and will that it con
travenes l.'u'. latute, I have made i1 my
duty to make proper enquiry, and do say,
there bas not been a decision that Huny
member of this Hous<e, or the President
of the 1. States, wonld not approve ; that
the decicions of the commissioner have
been restricled to cnses withont llr-llhl.
and that itis his solemn determination,
not outof respeet to the Legislature mere-
Iy, but ont of respeet 1o limsell, on ae-
count ol the dithenliies in which e mirht
otherwise be involved, to suspend all ca
ses, in respect 1o which a doubt could he
raised,  He is passing only on cuses in
which there can be no question.  Under
thisdeclaration from me, (said Mr. 1.3 and
knowing that Mr, Lee ha: rejected, from
scrupulons motives, cases whicl he anught
to have pussed, | hope the House will not
agree ioa measure, which will arrest the

S

~ Hesolofit ek e Yresdent of tl -
et 'y .8

wee e wasita O ki 1
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decision of 1 aumerons class of vases f

Rl s frueds co cie i

ed in battle, £¢. One wo

J. suid.) lie knew but lint

ne as 10 the a-
larm in regacd 1o the decisions of the
commissioner,  Of that gentloman, (Mr.
ﬁ: ; but, as much
as fre didl know, he wasa man of integri-
ty, and bevoned the reach of any imputati-
on of comruption ; and, if he had erred, as
the members of this House might anddid
difl” r about the constroction of a law,
wus it to be expected, (Mr. J. asked,) that
wider snch alaw there wonld he no di-
versity ot sentiment 2 Nothing had hap-
pened, in regard to the law, which 1 did
not expect s the 9th section particularly
mvolved qoestions of much difliculty, un-
der the lnws of nutions, and the whole act
gavea latitnde of diseretion to the com-
|||issiun:-r, l‘l'r-tpl.-('lil'l.'_' any !‘M.'I:t‘l‘st‘ of
which there must be different opinions—
embracing eases, respecting which it was
as difficult to decide, as 1o separate the
colours of the rainbow. No case of wan-
ton destruction by the enemy, hud been
piussed upon by the commissioner; and
any gentleman, who took the trouble to
examine the evidence, would see that the
cases were 5o sivongly made out, that no
man in this House wouldl have decided
differently from the commissioner. In
regared to the praperty in our sizht, that
had bean paid for (Carroll's building,) Mr.
J. said, lie found, on examination of the
evidence, thut it has been proved by the
acting Secretary of War, by citizens, and
by persons who had belonged to the Bri-
tish army, that the building had been oc-
cupied by infantry and cavaliv, above &
below stairs, and that marks of tlis ocen-
pation, armes, harness, &e. were found
throngh the whole premises; in conse-
quence of which, General Ross had direc-
tedit to be set on fire by rockets. In ca-
ses of this kind, Mr. J. said, he would not
act with delieacy ; and would not take a
course calculated to destrov the confi-
dence of the people in any man who had
passed before the Senate, and who was
passing judicially on cases highly impor-
tant to individuals interested. Tt wasex-
pected, there would be difficulty under
thelaw ; and when the House came to
diseriminate, in legislating anew on the
subjeet, they must do it nicely, and will
do it with great ditficulty. In regard to
thesuspeasion of proceedings under a
partof the Law, the "r‘mirh-m supposed he
had the power, and he had exercised it.
Mr. J, took this occasion to obeeive, that
the character of the President had been
mistoken and undervalued, hefore his ad-
ministration commenced : He was o man
decisive in his sentiments ; and, when he
saw hisway, fearless of CONReqUEnCes,
took upon himsella responsibility, at
which most men would stand appalled.—
This, at the close of his atlmimstration,
all would nowacknowledge.  That man,
tlien, who never failed in his duty, had ta-
ken hold of but one section of the act.—
The inconveniences of the suspension of
the whole law would be very great, com-
pelling the elaimants to po” 10 expenses,
&¢. and the eunstruction wasnow snflici.
ently rigid.  From every mounted man,
whose horse was lost, the COmmissioner
deducted forty cents perday, (allowed for
the use of the horse,) from the amount at
which his lost horse is valued 3 and other
cases Mr. J. had presented, which he
thought within the spirit of the law, but
which the commissioner had rejected.—
Woaiild the House, then, come forward,
and by resolution of one branch of the
Legislature, suspend a law, especially
when (he helieved) that the opposition to
the law arose, with  some alowance for
lionest difference of opinion @s 1o the de-
cisions, from the original opposition to
thelaw? M. 1. lioped, that the chair-
win of the eommiitee of claims, a wan
of bonsiness and a disereet m 1, would,
during the sessiom, report a bill soto de.
fine the daties of the eammissioner a5 to
pat thent in 2 sttuation bevaud doubt or
cuvil
Mr, Webster of N, 1. said, that it ap-
peaved, from the course of debate, that the
objections to the resolution hefore the 1.
were of a two-fold character - the first, re-
Iating to the necessity of interference : the
second, to the form which the proposed in-
terference, if made, ought to take, It was
not, perhiaps, easy to ascertain whether it
was the judgment of the House, that there
wig error in the law, or in the administra-
tion ofthe law, or, it may be in botl. So
far as regarded error in the law, there was
no remedy butto repeal and amend it. I,
i the execntion of the law, ervor was ap-
parent, he coneluded, that the Exeentive
would exercise its conatitutional authori-
ty in the case. The suhjeet was already
referred 1o two committees in this Honse
—andl, if the House were to act further on
the subject, the proper course would he
to amend the resolution, so as tomake it
declare, that it was expedient 1o suspend
the law, &e. and thereon found a bill in
regular form, for that purpose.  Mr, W,
wias wholly apposed to the interference of
this House, singly and separately, on this
occasion, I they acied on it at all, it
ought to be by law.,  Hedid not know
that, by passing the resolve as it stood,
they would violate their duty, but they
would act nugatorily.  1If the President
had the power to suspend the law , the in
terposition of this House was not necess-
ary :if he had not the ower, this resolve
woitld not give it to him. The otherbranch
of the Vegislature must he consulled, to
give eflicacy to the resolve. We. W. then
moved to amend the resolve, 50 as (o
resd
“ Thatitis expedient tosuspend all fue-
* ther proceedings underthe act, entitle i
an act to authorise the puvment forpro
perty lost, captured, or destrovel by
the enemy, while in the military service
United States, and for other pur

5

““ posce, & that the committees of elatins
“ be instructed to bring in a bill for that
L n'p-r'-",“

M. Foropth objected to this amend
ment, as tending to produce dels The
suhject wis, 1 teod, as fully before the
committee of clatms now, as it conlid be
by sy recolution  refi reinz at to them,—
The ohject o1 his motion was only to sy

pend the aet promptly, until the commit-
tee shonld have tinie 1o a6 ton it

Mr, Webster rejoined, that the amend-
ment would make the resolve imperative

on the committee, who wonld immedi-
ately introduce a bill in conformity to
if.

Mr. Pittin of Cont. said he had heen

originally opposed to the law in ffuestion,
and bad voted agamst 1t. But in the
proposihon now before the House, an im-
portant principle was involved, whether
it was i the power of the House 1o

LTS
peml 2 law, or request the President to
spsepend it, - Neither this House, nor the

President, has the power to suspend the
operation of a law  pussed by all the
branches of the government, Tt requires
the same power to susperid as to make a

law, Mr, P,

said he did ot now thata |
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act ; Dot he ¢
the President ‘
any two of them, had the power to sus-

i | t-.l. s Houseal

pend the operation of o law. He was
i 1, he repeated, to the ap intment of
a commissioner to decide fhese claims,

betieving they ought to be managed by
the Heads of' Departiments, who were @
little more responsible for their conduct
than a commissioner.  But, suid Mr, P,
shall we break throngh the constitution,
and say we will suspend a law, because it
would reguire time to go through the
forms which the constitution requires ?
He presumed not.  If the commissioney
had acted so imprﬂperl'\' as Lo require the
suspension of his functions, the President
has power already to suspend or remove
the officer.

Mr. Ross of Pa. was opposed to the a-
mendment, proposed by the gentleman
from New Hampshire ; and yet agreed
with him in the proposition he had Iaid
down that it was not in the pewer of the
House to suspend a law for a day, or an
hour. He wusin favor of the original
woposition of My, Forsyth, he saiel, not
In-t':ulr-'c he thought itin the power of the
House of Representatives to suspend the
execution ofa law, but because he ap-
piehended the President did possess the
power of suspending the law, if he pleas-
ed, and thatthe House of Represontatives
mav coustitutionally request the Presi-
dent to exercise his constitutional Pow-
ers. To this proceeding there could he
no legal objection.  Whether he will pay
defirence tothat request, when made, Mr.
L. said, was for the President to decide.
Thereal question is, does the President
possess the  constitutional power of sus-
pending the operation of this law? The
gentleman from Conneeticut had acknow-
ledged that the President had the power
of suspending this law, if not in one way,
in another; and that he mightremove the
officer, which would be a suspension of
thelaw until a snecessor should be ap-
pointed. There could be no doubt, he
coucluded, that the President had the
power of suspending it. Doubts had a-
risen as to the execution of the luw: the
President himself had suggested them to
Congress—and he might 5o further, and
say to the commissioner—you shall de-
Liy further proceedings under the law,
until Congress shall decide on the ques-
tion I have laid before them. What did
the resolution propose, further than to
request the President todo this? My,
R. was decidedly in favor of passing it
without the pybposed amendiment.

Mr. Yanceyre-stated the circumstance
of the appearance of the commissioner of
claims before the committee of claims
this morning, and thut an examination of
some ofhis decisions had convinced Mr.
Y. that they werenot in conformity to the
law. He would mention the eircumstan-
ces of one, to enable the House to judge,
A claim, rejected nearly unanimously by
this House, had, since the assage of this
law, been paid for under the 5th seetion
ofthe act.  The caseof Mr. O'Neale was
this, suid Mr. Y. as it appeared beforethe
conmittee of claims at a former session.
—lle hired to an officer of the United
States a vessel in thie Chesapeake ; It was
stipulated that the vessel should be at the
isk of the owners ; she was continued i
service for several days, after which the
othicer of the United ™ States discharged
the vessel outof the service of the Umied
States, The enemy came near where the
vessel lay, some time  after that, and the
commander thought proper to sink her,
to prevent hertalling into the hands of the
enemy. The loss thus incurred, had
been paid for under the 5th section of'the
itl, which provides, that * where any

woperty has been impressed, or tuken
L\' public authority, for the use or sub-
sistence of the avmy, during the late w ar,
and the same shall have been destroyed,
lost or consumed, the owner of such
¢ property shall be paid the value there-
of, e ucting ‘ therefrom the amount
whichhas been paid, or may be claim-
ed for the use and risk of the same,
whilein the serviee aforesaid.” My, Y.
asked gentlemen, now, whether they were
satisfied that there had been erroncons de-
cisions under other sections of the bill
than the 9th, Other vessels, he sund, had
been paid for under the same section.—
He appealed to 1he honorable gentleman
from Kentneky, who wasa member of the
committee, if these decisions were not e-
qually as erroneons as the decisions as to
Mpr. Carroll's house or My, Ringgold's
rope-walk 2 My, Y. suid he did not re-
gret voting for this law at the last session
—hebelieved the provisions highly bene-
ficial, i properly econstrued. If the low
had been misconstrned, it was not the
fault of the law, but of those who had ad-
ministered it, Tt was not, hesaid, neces-
sary 1o speak of the int, grity of the ofhi-
cer: that had notheen armigned.  When
it was, it would be time enongh for gen-
tlemen to defend i, It was of abuses of
the Law, of erroneous  decisions under it,
thut Mr. Y. spoke. He conceived that
this Honse had authority, and that it was
their hounden duty to call on the Presi.
dent to euspend further proceedings nn-
dertheact. If the provisions of the law
required to berestricted, it would be re-
ported accordingly to the House: if they
conld not get rid of the commissioner in
aik other way, they might decide upon the
claims embraced by the law being settied
at some other office.

Mr. Raadolph of Vir. considered this as
amore important question tha it had ip-
peared to have been viewed by any zen-
tHeman who had spoken—a mueh more

n -
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Huaportant guestion than any of mere pro-
fit and loss tothe U. States, or of mal-
tsance i otfice by any officer of the L),

States, however high or low.,  He submit-
ted to the worthy ~ gentleman from North
Caroling, whether the whole sceope of his
observations did not go 1o impugn  the
comduet of the oficer, and not touch the
law.  With the law, said Mr, 1. I had no
thing todo; but Ido know, that in cases
ol comparatively small importance, in go
vernments like ours, the most  baneful
wecedents ereep in, He lad no doubt,
wsand, from the representation of the
gentleman from N. Caroling, that mieh
wrong had been done ; but it did not fol
low that he wonld aceept thefirst remedy,
T'he patient was unqguestionably  sick :
but it did not follow that he should swal-
low the first preseription of the firs
he meets—the first nostrum  offercd 10
him, Nodoubt much wrong lyad heen
done, which it was not competent to this
Howse to remedy 3 and that wrong might
he done, which it might become the duty A
the prerogative of this House 1o remedy .
The question now was, lm}w-\ er, whether
it comported with the dignity of this
House to go to the Presideat, and request
of him the removal of any petty officer—
for of that description he considered this
oificer, b:iug appointed r, hae vice,

t man
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ntive of T Unmited ST8 1§ _
o Id never compromit highel
s0 fn“r.elm indiidual I;?:r&e:tr : f_

less as a member of this House, a;'l:me!‘ :
ofthe Executive the m;{minlmpm OF rou
moval, 10 or fromany office, of any ind,-
vidual, But . much MOTE  importy,
rineiple was involved in this diseyssion -
glmll the House of Re presentatives |,o
instramental in iatreduecing ingo the
American constitution a doetrine y hiek
has deluged the Euglish nation with blood
—which s oceasioned a lane, violent
and bloody  war: a war which finally
wrested from the Stuart family this Pre=
rogative £ Mr. R. said he acquitted pug-
tlemen of any such intention : he beligy~
ed their intentions were pure—but he sy
at once the dunger of this suspeudiny
prerogative, for which the commons of
hnglmul contended he knew not how longe
and ut length wrested from their Sove.
reigns, being attributed to our Exceutive
authority—differing so widely in its eop.
struction from that of monarchial HOVEry-
ments. Mr. R.could not consent to ih.—

f. said he, the House were to request the
P'resident to suspend this act, perchanee
some futire Presidlent will suspend oyy
statutes without our request, and for this
reason—if he be competent tosuspend ay,
act, a mere resolution of this Hoyse dows
neither enlarge nor diminish his PoOwere

Under this view of the case, il .the degi.
sions of the commissioner were to take tha
last dollar from the 'y =ury, Mr, R. syid_
he would rather see it d vined, than see
itadmitted thatthe President of the Uni-
ted States had the power to suspend layws
i any case,

Mr. Grosrenor yose to ask the
man from North Carolina, whethe
tained the facts which le had =tated from
the commissioner himseli®. [f' they werp
as stated, thecase must be one, not only
of an incorrect but of corrnpt decision -
I[f the gentleman had stated the real cir-
cumstances of the ‘case, Mr. G..snid, he
should deem it suflicientground on which
tomstitute against this officer a proceed-
ing of a eriminalnature,

Mr. Huphinson of Pa. said that nothing
wiis wore important to this House than its
character and dignity ; nothing was more
important to the mnation—zand nothing
would tend more to sustain this character
than that it should refruin from acts
which it could not consummate. Stip-
pose the resolution to pass, the request
to be made of the President, and the Pre.
sident to arder the suspeusion ; suppose
that the officer refused 1o suspend the
law. 'Theofficer, said Mr. H. in doine
50, stands autharised by the act of the
Legislature ; lienot only suceessfully but
with impunity resists the requests of this
House and the direction of the President,
T'he President has by the constitution no
such power as that ‘of suspe ndinga law;:
and although the gentleman from Penn.
svlvania had laid down the osition that
he had the power to suspend this law, Le
had not proved it. Mr. H. held it most
clear, that the President has not the pow-
er, on the request of this House, to sus
pend the execution of anvy law,

Mv. Hulliert said he was satisfied that the
grounds of the resolution were correct,
It was not proposed to cuspend e lan,
but the execution of the provisions of the law
specialiy contided by the act 1o the execi-
tive. He thought “the Honse had  the
power to ask this of the President, and lie
hoped they would exereice it

Mr. Callionn of 8. C, snid, the defeet al-
ledzed appeared nof to be in the law ; hut
in the excention of the low, If so, it was
inthe power of the excentive 1o dismiss
the oflicer without the inlerposition of
this House. Mr. . said he felt very
little disposition to give his support {o
any proposition, which should assume the
idea of the power of this House
alaw. If the decisions of the COTNIN:
oner were such a< had heen represents d,
no amendment of the law conlil have any
eflect whatever, beeause the law did
not even touch the case which had heen
stated.  The evil appeared to he in the
officer himself, It is in the President’s
power to remove that evil: in AEsUMing
power in this case, said Mr. €, we « hould
act out of the Line of our duty, If the
President did not dismiss the oflicer, there
was znather remedy by the exerciee of a
power belonging to this House ~that of
impeachment.

Mr. Firsyth said, that mmeh af the
had arisen from wintroduction into the dehate
of a question not hefore the house. Vigiops
abjections had heen made— one of them of a no.
vel charueter, that it would be  undignifivd in
this Honse, to request the President tosnspend
the executionof the lnw, My, F. said, he pre
sumed it was always consistent with the dignity
of the House to perform the duties which the
constitution and theire istitnents hind nesiened
to them, The first great duty  of this Hopse,
was 10 take care of the publie money, & gmird
Ittrom wasteful dishoes nent, Mr. F. said
Q_f-'-lllf-lm'r] seemed to imagine, that this resolo-
tion was founded on the presumption tiat the
POWEE exercised by the Prosidest under this
particular act, bud  heen properiy exereised,
Mr. I, said he would have e this subject
whally to the diseretion of the Pr sident,
if he " had  Leen  sarisfied that that discres
tHonwonld W properly exercised, Bt he
believed i mm?ni uot, " There was evidence
cnonzl before the Hopse to shew, that ns
the President had diveeted the suspension of a
part of theset e onght to have eone further &
0 -1-:‘"_1"_!‘!“'"' Whole, My, F. said be wonld state
i additionsome cases of decision, recently
made by the commissioner, with whicl he was
not perfectly aequainted, hut sufficiently 80, tn
satisfy him of their demg He had been at
the Treasury this morning.and exnmined some
of the awards which had heen made, In one
case, said he, 1find the commissianer has nwards
el toa man u sym of monev for corn & pota-
toes trampled under foot, by the United States”
troops; and to sanother pixwl: the valpe of
fifty-two rods of rail fenee destroyed : these
awards being in Cvor of men by the name of
Moore and Evans, From the abxtracts of the
decisions he seen, My suid he was satis-
fied sueh deeisions were erroncons, ‘To pre.
vent the decision of similar cases he wizhod the
Il_un-v lulll'l"l fere, Ope word s to the effect
of asncponzion of a purticniar ¢lnss of cazes
et of lost hovses from the west, Withoni their
sl Ve, 1, said this act wonld never have pos.
ed this Honse,  Honorable o nilemén, in  the
warmth of their feelines for thine particylirsoe.
tion of the United States gratitnde for tha
d volinteors due
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. The Honse hid hegn
N snpport of (these

rentle.
r he ol
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« brave militin
ring the war, had inclinded int
wes which ought never 1
tidned by this Honse
the evidener

anr
tuld
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wat
here, W onld the snspension of (he net dimiin
ish the weight of thay evidence? Wanld it in
pair the ool i fposie the decision and

the gavment of il money for &4 month or six
weeks? Mr, I, putit to the gentlomon whiciher
that consideration w

ax sufficient to instify an
fpposition to the resolution now b fore the
Houte, Buteven underthy section of the Hill
he il received it fy om the most i

correct
thority, the rommissioner was anbout to o
he had not alreandy given, R
no munin this Honee w
abont to extend the provisions of the act to of-
fie p.rv_nl“‘!ln' regular .'.rrrr'., aome suech enses, it
wis his impression, had heen (o ted before
the proper authority had sn spparinnity
interfering. He hoped the House wonld re-
Jeer the amendment and agrec lo  the respluti-
on.

Mr. lfmdolfn\ Pt it to the gentleman izt
up. phether his mhole argument Jid pot mo 1,

tife +
nld just ify;




