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falk but little understood. The writer ob-
serves, that he gathered enough to convince
him that things were not going on well and
that the departure of Bon Louls from the U.
States has some _meaning in i

e e \".-.\.‘
T RICHMOND, JULY 30,

PIRACY.
CASE OF THE IRRESISTARLE.

The cofkiitution of the United States
confers on Congress the power ** to define
and punizh pirvacies and felonies conznitied
on the high seas, and offences against the
law of nations."—Art, 1, sec. 8. s

“ The Federalist,” (No. 42)) says this
power *“ belongs with equal yropriety 1o
the general government; and is a still
grealer improvement on the articles ol
confederation,  ‘These articles contain no
provision for the case of offences aguinst
the law of vations ; and consequently
leave it in the power of any indiscreel
member 1o embroil the confederacy wilh
foreign ions. The provision of the
federal articles on the subject of piracies
and felonies, extends no further thun to
the establishiment of courts for the trial of
these offences. Thedefinition of piracies
might, perhaps, without ineonveniency,
be l+ft 1o the law of nations ; thougha
logislative delinition of them is found in
most municipal codes,”

On the 301h April, 1790, Congress passed
“ an act lor the pumshment of certain
erimes against the United States,” (among
others, 1‘:-.- crime of piracy,) the sth sce-
tion of which is in these words :

And be it enacted, 'That it any person or per-
sons shall commit upon the high seas, or in any
river, haven, bason or bay, out of the jurisdic-
ton of any particnlar state, murdes or robbe-
ry,or any other offence which if committed
\Gl-illin the body or:a county, wonld by the
laws of the United States be punishable with
death ; or ifany captain or mariner of any
ship or other vessel, <hall, pll’nlll(‘ﬂilg and felo-
usly ron away with such ship or vessel, or
iv woods or merchanidize to the valoe of fifty
dollars, or yield np such ship or vessel volun-
tarily to uny pirate ; orif any seaman shall lay
violent hands npon his commander, thereby 1o
hinder and prevent his tight in ‘l’l'l'l"ll'l'. of
his ship or goods committed to his trust, or
shall make a rvevolt in the ship ; every such
offender shall be deemed, taken and adjndged
to be a pirate and felon, and being thereot
convicted, shall soffer death : And the trial of
crimes committed on the high seas, or in any
place onl ot the jurisdiction of uny particular
state, shall be in thedistrict where the offen-
der is apprehendad, or into which he may first
he brought.

At the February term of the Supreme
Connt of the United States, 1518, however,
there came on the case of the U. Stales
vs, Palineretal, ; certified fromthe eircuit
court for the Mussachusetts distriel —
Palmer and others, citizens of the United
States, had gone upon the high seae,
entersd and robhed the Industria Rafia
elli, a Spanish ship, of various articles. In
this case, the question arose, (1o unse the
langnage of the Chief Justice) * whether
this Actextends farther than to Awmerican
citizens, or to persons on board American
wvessele, or 1o offences committed against
citizens of the United States 7 The con-
stitution having conferred on Congress
the power of defining and pumsihing
iracy, there can be no doubt of the right
of the legislature to enact laws punishing
pirates, altheugh they may be foreigners,
amd may have committed no perticular
offence against the United States. The
only question is, has the legislature en-
acted such a law ? Do the words of the
act authorize the courts of the union to
inflict its penalties on persons who are
not citizens of the United Siales, nor
sailing under their flag nor offending par-
ticnlarly against them 7"

The court finally cameto the decision,
that “ the crime of robbery, committed
by a person on the high seas, on board
of anv ship or vessel belonging exclusive-
iy to subjects of a foreign state, on per-
sons within fa vessel belonging also ex-
clusively 1o subjects of a foreign state, is
not a piracy within the teoeintent & mean-
ing n!liln- act, “ for the punishmen? of cer-
tain crimes againgt the U. Siates, " and is
not punishable in the courts of the United
States.” :

To supply this omission, a new provi-
sion was decmed 1o be necessary ; anil it
is understood that with this intention the
last Congress adopted the 5th section of
the “ act to protect the commerce of the
United Stutes, and punish the crime of
piracy"—passed on the 3d of March, 1819.
The 5th §is in these words:

And he il further enncled, That if any person
or persons whatsoevershall,on the high seas,
commit the erime of piracy, as defined by the
lawe of nations. and such offender or offenders
shall afterwards be bronght into, or found in,
the United States, every such offender or of-
fenders shall, upon convietion thereof, hefore
the circuit conrt of the United States for the
district into which lie or they mav he brought,
or in which he or they shall be found, be pu-
nished with death,

The ease of the Irresistable, which
came before a special term of the federal
courl for this district, is perhaps the first
case which has bheen argued uvnder the
act of 1810, The reader will pereeive
from the following hasty sketeh of the
proeeedings, that a point of some imnor-
fanve has also grown outof the new uct of
Co Ty,

On Monday, the Hall of the [ouse of

Jelegates wus filled by alarge concourse
of spectators, The court was apened ;

the Chief Jostice on the hench,—My
Stanard, the (U, States” Attorney, ap
vared on the part of the U, States;

Messrs. A, Stevenson and W, Wickham,
on the part of the prisoners; Messrs, (il
mer and  Bonldin the two other connsel
whom the comt had addie! tothe delenee,

‘l!"ll;{ nrevented from attPudine, the first
_ll_\' indisposttion, the last by absence
The prisoneis (21 in nomber) lad been
variously characd in three different in
dictments ; one, (nmder the act of 1510

wasforrohbing a Spanish vesael : annther
under the same act, for I'u‘)iilng a Duieh
vessel 5 the thivd, under the act of 1700,
for roabhing an American vesse],
tmiiiel Poole was firsl put 1o the
under the first indictment, chiarged with
having piratieally and felontously set up-
on, bearded, brok: and enmtercd ** a cer-
Yain Spanish vessel or brig helanging 1o
cerlain persona whose names are as well
as 18 that of the =aud brig unloown," and
robhed her of Spanish milled dollnre,
The prisoner being arraigned and the
Jure impannelled, seven witnesses
FWOrn in,

NPT L 1

[|.|rI

wore

(ayonth of 18

gave a rleay

and p ‘ tement of the (ran

He st i ! * had bedanged 1o the nr

L LITT e Irvesistuble 2 that while she wa
Iying Ta the port of Margaritta, shant a mitle
from shove, abont rlock in the morming

she was ent onl by the erow of the privatoes

*

une the cruise, They did go on
a eruise, They went ofl St. Domingo, where
did but little ; but otf Cape Antonio in
the istand of Cuba they met with several ves-
sels, (QQ. What colonrs did yon assume 7 A .1
]

No partienlar ones ; sometimes ove flag, some=
time another; tlags of ditferent nations, Q.
Whosppointed the officers, undhow ¢ A, They
were appointed hy the crew of the Creola; |
(bt witness mri not tell particularly the
manner of their appointment.) ‘They bronght
too a Spanish vessel,ofl Ca Amtonio, hom
whom thev took 82300, During all the tlime
of the eruize he was on board of the Trresista.

"ble ; towards the last of it, he was made mas-

ter's mate ; before which time, be liad bheen
betore the mast, (Q. Did you board a number
of vessels 7 A . Wedid, Q. Were they also
plundered ? A Some of them were, Q. What
became of the money found in the Spanish
vessel? A1t wan shared amoung all hands,
Q. Did yon come into the waters of the Uni-
ted States? into the Chesnpeak Buy? A, We
did Q. What became of the vessel 7 A Come
modure Damiels sent down, and took possession
of her Witness said the erew had abandeoped
(Oue of theljurymen.) Was it
ersion 7 A, I cavnot tell that,
Being asked to specily the difierent lags un-
der which they lad sailed, be mentioned the
Spanich, Bivenos Avrean, and English. Uhe
Buenos Ayrean flag was lying when she took
the Spanish vessel

On erosy exanination, Stanley said, that he
had smiied in theylivesistable abont 6 or 7
wicnths before she was taken by the crew of
theCreola ; thatshe hadsailed from Baltimore,
tomake priges under a commission trom Gen,
Artigas. (Q. Did von not take vessels un-
der the flag of Boenos Ayress A, No, Q.
1Yid yon wot conceive yon | a right to take
them ¢ A. No. We covld have taken them
many a time. Q. Wounld you not have taken
the Creoln, if fouund ont of port ? A, No. Q.
Were you wot apprized of there being a
wiar between Boenos Ayres and General Ar-
tigas? A, [ was. Welad it in onr power to
take Buenos Ayrean privatecrs from Halti-
more, but we did not attempt it, Q. \\'iuit:-
im the Lrresistible,what prizes did yon moke ?
A. A ship and schooner beionzing to the Por-
tnguese.) Breing mterrozated further he stat-
ed, that when the Drvesistable was taken at
Margaritta, he was in her as Jand so were
her crew 3 that 50 or 60 of the crew ot the Cre-
ola had boarvded her. (4. Do yon know Poole ?
A, Yex, Q. Did yonsee him that might? A. No ;
not till the morning. They drove us below, and
we had no chance of secing titl morning,) e
stated that the [rresistakle was the sirongest
vessel 3 she mouwted 16 guns 5 the erew ol the
Creola | bonrded her with two beats, (Q.
Had youno centinel ? A, Yes; butail swere gone
asleep. Q. How do you know thenyon were
Lronrded with boats? A, [ heard the capt.sosay,
as well as several of the peaple 3 How many
werethereinthe erew of the brresistable # AL A-
Lout 25 or 30 (. Wus the prisener veryactive ¢
A. He was, (3. W bo seemed the leader among
them at that tme? A, Ferguson, who was al-
terwards appointed Capt, . Dl yon observe
Dlack 7 A, le was Ist lientenant at tirst, baot
they broke him.) Bewmg further qu oned,
ina desultory way, he stated that some of the
aid crew of the Liresistable were not willing
to join § that when told they might go ashore,
itwas teo Iate, being as much as fifty miles
irom land 3 that in the course of the cruize,
they spoke about 30 or 49 vessels,
French, American, Dutch, Danes ; that they
bosrded an American vessel bound o St Ja-
203 senrched her tinnks and ook jewelry
from them. (. When you boarded vessels,
did you hear an ovder to take Spunish or Por-
tngnese property but no others? A, No, Q.
vt in boarding the American vessel, were
arders given to respect American property? A,
Yes,) Upon being intervogated particniarly,
how he came to call the vesselthey took a Spa-
nish vessel, he said she had a Spanish tlaz und
spanish erew (2 Did yon go on board of her ¢
A NoLhatthey brought the crewon board ot us
tosearchtheir vessel. She was bouud from Came.
peachy to Havaua. She bad rour or ive in her
vrew, hesides ofhcers and passengers ; was a
very small vessel. Her captain toid our ¢
tain in French he was a Spaoviard,) The wit-
ness being interrogated, said he did vot |
selt nuderstand French or Spamish,  Soon al-
ter he got to Daltimore, the witness said he
wax put in jail, and promises were beld out to
bim that hie shonld not be puished,if he gave
evidence in the case : that be was taken in
the veseel in the Patuxeoat by the Revenne
Cutter. His share of the money from the
prize wias 8 20 ; as to the jewelry wias set
up and sold in the vessel, and the proceeds
shared out, of which he received 7 more,
They had also plundered a Duich vessel,
from whom thiey had taken some bampers of
gin—also one of Petion's schosuers, trom
whom they took clothes, money, watches, &c.
which plunder was divided among the crew,
Being asked by a joryman, if they were 1o
take Spanish and Portuguese property only,
they robbed the American, he replied
that they vobbed the passengers ouly of jewel-
ry, but did not rob the vessel. Q. Was the
jewelry Spanish or American propurty? A, |
do not know, Q. Why did vou take gin from
the Duteh vessel 2 Was that a Spanish vessel ?
A. No, bot hecanse we wanted it.

Samuel Beaver—was one of the crew of the
Irresistable, when she wes seized nt Margarit.
ta, in the menth of March last ; when taken,
the honiding crew loosed her sails, and stood
out Lo sea; hove to at daylight, and sent those
ashore who chose to go—they said at first she
was coming home to Baltimore ; bt they went
a-cruizivg ; she carried the Margaritta Qag
gencrally ; nt when hoarding vessels, they
used different flags—they i 1 8 or 10,
Duteh, French, American iards ; onea
Spanish brig off C Ante ok trom her
82300, From th neri the Supe-
rior,) they took a cask of water and jewelry,—
The money they took was shived amoug the
erew ; they sold the jewelry and divided out
the movey. When they arrived in the Chesa-
peake Bay, the crew was called together, ar!d
divided ; those who were for going out agnin
went to one part of the vessel, the rest to an-
other ; the strongest party was for coming in,
and the vessel was bronght into the Pataxent,
). Had yon orders to respect particular ves-
wels? A, No; we boarded one and all, We
were prepared 1o take specie wherever wa
conld find it. Q. Whal was the station of the
prisoner in the Irresistable? A, He was cap-
tain of foretap, and master's mate,

Cross-examined—hestated, that 180l the crew
of the Trreesictabie were set ashore at Marga-
ritta ; that he did not try to get ashore, be-
canse he did not wish to he drowned ; the hoat
being lewky, and full of men and clothes ; that
he was Livlow and dinnk when the vessel was
take that capt. Ferguson had told them at
first e had a commission ; bt two days afier
he told them he hiad not ; that after they fonnd
there wis no commission, then the y determin-
el to board every thing., Q. When you went
on boavd of a vessel, were yr i told to 1ake
nothing bt Spe Porin * property ¢
A, Yes 3 Lint af we s ANY Apecie, it wasours,
O, Had von orders to inke money wherever
tonnd # A, Yes....He stated that he was
rested in Baltin e, and was told he shonld
grt a dollar und a quarter a day while atrend-
I8 0 wilngess,

n Dionuld—was one of the erew of the
Creola; shipped st Baltimote ander the B,
Aveenn fl Tor a G0 days' croize ;at Margarit-
it the veasel vas sold 3 and they had none to
tetorn home in ; and were told the governor
of Maigarivta meant to press them, Captrein
Dapiels bad told some of the cvew, whom he
wished to enhisi with lim in the service of Ve-
wezueln, to which he had become attached,
that if they did norje him, he wonld have
them pot ioto the fort, and fted on bread and

Y=

witer.  Donald smid, when he was ssleep be
low oue of the erew of the Creole (who rose
upon the vesae: ) came down to his birth, and
theestened to blow ont his braivs if he did not

Join them in going against thejlrresistalile,

deck of the rr (abl ns captain=no one ol
jeoted nd e was appointcd officer, 1Vhey
lad bonrded a Spanish vewsel, with iopwood
on hoard, an tonk from her as ke noder

Wi epecie, Fhey bonrded severnl

wader the B, A, flag ; o
Pot's vessals, sent a boat
jewelry, [there were

me Wevos

nne
nhoard ol her,

tond it sEvEral srreles

Vhey wer wi d seized the latter |
veseel curcd the I hoisted saill The
nfhicers of e Cree anfined daring the
muliny Varoumon aod the lrad-
PN, "ErETIson Was Jrroposg d on the quarter

at 1 on the tmkle of the conrtl—=nudersiand |
thiat thris vesse | wass pivate aod had v pogog
Lwey puidftor the water taken from tha Am

]

Creola. Such of the erew of the Irresistable, [ rican véssel ; but does not %’* whether they
us wished 10 go ashore, were permitted to o | paid for onlons tuken from the
‘Ihe crew of the Creola said they were | (€. You never thonzht of putting a prizemas-

Dutchman ===

ter on board of auy of the vessels you saw 7
A. No; we would not have disturbed the ves-
ur‘?....ﬁeing croas-catmined, said there were
orders 10 redpect American propesty, and on-
Iy to take Spanish and Portngnese.

John McFadden—wus 15t licutenanton board
of the Creola, when she was scized ; gave the
particulars of that transaction : on the 24th of

larch the mutiny took piace : they seized all
the small arms ; threatened to blow out the
brains of theoflleer on deck—McekF. was below ;
when he wenton deck, he found 50 men wrmed ;
tried to pacity and quell them ; they said they
were net going to take our brig, but captan
Daniels’; ours not sailing fast enongh ; he
thonght at one moment he should have guell-
ed the mutiny, but Black told them, 1hey
would be strung on the beach and hung like
dogs ; they then sung ont,* as we liave begun,
let us go throneh with it :" they ook all the
avms from the Creola 5 they said all mizht stuy
who chose ; they wished none but volunteers
oniy 4 or 5 remained behind ; capt. Dantels
other vessel tried 1o pursue the ]
neat morning, then in sight (abivut 20 wiles olf)
from the mast head,

Being ther interrogated, snid the Creola
had a comnussion from Buenos Avres; she was
regalarly commissioned ; the erew shupped at
Balti e 3 ernise was finished at Margzaritta,
They did not think themselves anthorized to
take a vessel under the Aitigas tlag ; on the
contrary, he had known the two tiigs cruize
together.. ... Mr. Stanard—Q. Does not the
commission expresly restrict yon teom taking
Sonth American Spanish property? A, Yes; it
ixagainst the property ol the subjects of the
king of Spain,

Henrw Clnid —had been the first officer of the
Irresistable—was below when the Creols erew
came on bourd ; he attempted 1o go up with a
cutlass, but was taken mu’runiim-d 3 thev told
him, ax soon as things were arranged, they
would give him the bhoat, and et him go ashiore,
Word was passed torve and ait for every one
who wished to lvave the vessel to go in
bouat : heand 165 men lefr it—the boat was
leaky condition—ninch baggage v it ;b
en williveg togzo with him, the hag-
gage would ave been thrownoverboard, ‘They
overhasled his and Capt, Daniels’ sranks, for
the vessel’s commission ; but finding none,
Ferguson said he conld ensily make papers tor
himseil, When the Irresistable first arrived
at Margarita, the captain had takenall the pa-
pers on shore, to deposit them at the govern-
muut honse,

Cuptain Panl—was

the commander of the
Creoln—was asleep in the cabin, when the a-
lurm was given ; wassnflered to go to the npper
step ¢f the gungway—was told they did aot in-
tend to injure s vessel, but to take possession
of thelriesistible-atter leaving his vessel he had
fired at them ; then went on hoard (
other vessel, which ehased them S honrs in vain,
Capt. C. beivg asked the date ol his commis-
sion said the original had been sent to Buenos
Avres; buta copy e had of it bore date in
It did not justify him in taking any
ish property,

Capt. Danivls—was the commander of the
Irresistable—atter the alarm was given, he was
ordered by the Governor to pursue her ; hut
1o no purpose ; ber boat returned ashore with
20 offfcers and men, The Lerisistible iad been
ungaped by the Governor to sail to Venezuela
in two days,

T'he Evidence being gone through, the
Court directed the Jury to be kept to-
gether, and adjourned till next morning.

On Tuesday morning the argument
commenced—and we are sorry we cannot
pursue it in detail.  There were both
cloquence and ingenuity displayed on the
oceasion.—Mr. Stanard  addressed the
Jury about an hour—On the part of the
prisoner, Mr. Wickham spoke about half
an hour, andMr, Sievenson about an hour.
—Mr. Stanard closed on the part of the
United States.

The counsel on the part of the United
States laid down the law, and analysed the
evidence—he called upon the jury, among
other things, 10 lend their aid in putting
down that system of brigandage, which
way tarnishing the reputation of our coun-
try, and demoralizing our seamen. He
cited 1he following pussage from Bynker-
shovk, 1o shew what was piracy as defin-
ed by the laws ol nations :

We call pirates and plundere
withont the anthorization ol ny sovercign,
commit depredations by seaor land, &e, &e.

T'he counsel on the other side, cantend-
ed that the words of the act of Congress
were too vague and loose, to authorize the
jury to dip their hands in the blood of a
fellow eitizen : 1hat piracy was a general
term, not clearly nor sufficiently. defined
in the lew of nations ; that the great fa-
thers of the chureh to whom you would
look for a definition, gave no satisfaction
upon it. What says Grotius? Not one
svllable. Puiiendor(? Profoundly silent.
What Barlieyrac 2 Domat ? Rutherford ?
Montesquien? Woltius? Vattel?  Not
a solitary word, by way of definition: and
the reason was, that it had been left 10
the municipal laws of ditferent countries
1o detine 11, and therefore the law of na-
tions had not. . Wo have only the defis
tion of one Dutchman, Bynkershoeck,
and even with that his commentator
Du Poncean hod expressed his dissa-
tisfaction,....And, vet the jury were
10 say upon their oaths that piracy had
been defined by the law of nations.  Why
did not Congress do their duty, in the
exercise of their constitutional powers,
and make a rule which might be under-
stood by the judiciary of the country ?
If they had fmiled in doing their duty,
it was their own look out ; but surely no
jury woulld take upon themselves to say
by their verdict the law had been defined
when it was not ; or upon such vague,
genersl expressions, take the life of a
fellow citizen.—T'he counsel by way of
analogy attempted to show that if Con-
gress had referred 1o other cases as de-
tined by the law of nations, as territorial
jurisdiction, the right of search, &e. how
diseordant the writers, and how unsettled
the doctrines are upon these su 5
Men, too, ghly distinguished in 1his
country had differed upon the defimtion
of piracy., The gentleman (who presi
ded in that court) had in another place
(in Congress) in the ease of Jouuthan

Yobbins, declared that not only an ae-
tual robbery, but eruizing on the high
seas, without a commission, amd with un
intent to rob, was piracv.—Whereas, now,
the U, States Attorney suys aclual robbe-
rv is neerssary o constitute the offence,
Reference was also had tothe constiin-
tion by which congress s to deline pi
ruciesand felonies committed on the gl
seas, and offences agsinst the law of na-
tin=, 1o show, that the former are  dis-
tingmshed from the latier, as if pot rank
efl among the ' offences agninst the law
of nations,”«=The evidence was then an-
alized, and commented on— It was the lex
wony olaccomplices (nlways snspieious)
and hiere bro’t from the duresse of a jail,
tuking its colonr fromthe hopes and fear
ol the wilnesses It was attempted to he
| prowen that they had contradicted them
| welves, anid each other—that there was no
| satisfactory evidence of this being a Spa-

nish vesse! e charged inthe indictment ;

That this act of Congress was passed but

10 days before they left Margarita : they

could not have konown of i1 3 anil therelore

tois s to them in the hght of an expost
facto law, &c. &e. A particular and pa-
| *in lavor of Poole,
served gallantly e 1the navy ol

A Couniry during 1l

rs those, who,

ecls,

=3

r the late war.
¥r. Stanard repited to botb gentlemen

at cobtiderable length.—He denied the
vagueness which was aseribed to the law
of nations on the subjeet of piracy, and
the othér points 1ouched upon. e « p-
tmr!wl the authority of Bynkershoeck.
‘attel, B. 1, ch. 19, had denounced * 3l
villains who, by the quality and habitual
frequency of their erimes, violate all pub-

mict ol the homan race.  ‘Fhus pirates
dre brought 1o the gibbel by the first into
whose Lunds they fall 1" Blackstone, the
Vade meeum of all lawyers, says, A pi
rate 18 an enemy ol the human race,”
Evenif weiters on the law of nutions had
adopted different definitions of piracy,
where was the pefimtion of it that would
not embrace the case of these men—w hose
lawless depredations eame up 1o axg dehi-
nition olit which had ever heen given ?
Alierdeveloping this idea with great foroe,
and ridiculing the pretension, that had
been suggested, that  these men had e
right, nnder the commission belonging to
the Irresistable, 1o capture Spanish pro-
perty, he retarncd to the analysis of the
testimony ; he showed whs the testimony
of aciomphees sbould be  received ;
otherwise, the most atrocions ffences
might escape with tmpunity. He conelud-
e by a strong appeal to the Jury in favor
of the law—that the honor of ony country
required that the law should he put in
force, agangt brigands who not only salli-
ed from its waters,to <o} ot plandir, bt
wlurned 1o them as the scene.for ils
pirtition, and asa sanciuary where they
expreled 1o escape the punishment of
their erimes,

CHARGE OF THE (OURT.

The Court then  charg o the jury in sub-
stunce that the pricsoner at the bar wis indict.
ed tor envzing on the high seas without any
commission & bosidimg and plucdering a Spa-
nish vessel or vessels belonzimeg te same power
to the jurors unknow il piratically taking
ot of money, which the
crew diy sl The essen-
tinl objeets of enguiry were, whether the pri-
suner at the bar was engaced in sueh crnize
without a comnission, whether the robbery
cliarged in the indicinment was committed hy
lim and others so ermzinge as wesand, and
whether the fact amonnted to piracy naderthe
artof Congress,

‘he fact of ernizing and plundering the
Spanish vessel was proved by (e testimony of
accomplices, and it was contended by the
conusel tor the prisoner that they were totally
unwaorthy ot credit,

It is undoubtedly trne that the testimony of
accomplices isto be heard with suspicion ; and
it their textimeny should be improbable or
coutradicted by civenmstances.or by other tes-
timony 5 the jury mizht jostifiabiy discredit ic:
but if all the cirenmstances of the'case, cirenm-
stances wlhich could not be wisiaken or misre-
presented, corroborated the testimony of
the accomplice, and in fact were merely con-
nected by that testimony, it would be going
too far to suy that the facts supplicd by the
wiluess were to be disregarded becunse he was
an accomplice. But in this case one of the wit-
nesses— Douvald, had been acqnitted by the
Grand Jury, because he was forced on board
the vessel, and lus testimony concurred with
that of the other witnesses in all that was
material.

I the robbery wax committed, their next
engniry would he, whether the vessel commit-
ting it, sailed nnder a lawful commission

There was not only no testimony whatever
of a commission, but all the facts given in evi-
dence were totally incompatible with the idea
of sailing underany anthority whatever.
crew of one vessel had mutinied, seized ano-
ther vessel, and proceeded on a erunze nuder
officers elected by themselves,

The question whether the case came
within the act of Congress was one of more
difficulty. It was impossible that the
wnld apply to any c¢ase it not to this. ‘I'he
wabitedly piracy according to the
understa £ and practice of all nations, It
wias a case in which all nations surrendered
their snbjects to the pnnishment which any
govermment might inflict npon them, and one
in which all admitred the right of each to take
and exercise jurisdiction. Yet the standard
reterved to by theact of Congiess, as expres-
sed i that act, must be admitted, to Leso
vague a= to allow of some doubt, The writers
onthe law of nati give ms no definition of
the erime of piracy, Under the denbis arising
trom this circomstance, the court recommend.
ed it to the jury to find a special verdict
which might submit the law to the more deli-
berate consideration of the eourt.

The jury retived buttor a few moments,
and brought in a special verdiet, similar
to the one which we have given in (full,
below.

A Jury was then impannelled, and the
cascof ten others of the erew (charged in
the same indictment) was with their con-
sent submitied at once to trial ; the evi-
dence gone through, and the Jury return-
ed the following special verdict

We of the jury find that the Prisoneis Dai-
Iy Durfey, William Chappels alias Willinm
Chappel, Daniel Phillips, .’amu Thomas alias
James West, Daniel Livingston, Luke Jack-
son, Stephen Svydney, Peter Nelson, I<auc
Sales, and Peter Jolinston, were in the month
of Mareh 1519 part of the crew of a private
armed vessel called the Creollal commissioned
by the government ol Bnenos A vres, a colony
theaat war with Spain,) lving in the port of
garitta ; thatin the month of March 1819,
the siid prisonersand others of the crew mu-
tined, confined their officers, left the vessel,
and in the said port of Margaritta seized by
violence a vessel called the Irresistable @ pri-
vate nimed vessel Iving in that port comnis-
sioned by the government of Artigas who was
also at war with ¥pain ; that the said prisin-
ers and others having so possessed themselves
of the suid ve<.el the Irresistuble, appointed
their officers, proceeded to sea on a ernize
withont any documents or commission what-
vver,and while, on that cronize in the moath
of April 1819 onthe high seas, committed (e
offence charged in the indictment by the plun-
der and robbery of the Spanish vessel therein
mentioned. If the plunderand robbery ufore-
gnid be pirney mnder the act the Congress
of the United States, entitled ** Au act to pro-
tect the commerce of the United States and
I b the erime of piracy”<then We find the
sl prisoners severally and respectively, cml-
1y ; it the plunoder and robbery ove stated
be nat C ler the said act of Congress,
then we find them not guilty,

JOHN G, GAMBLE, Foreman.

The court then adjourned,

-
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Wednesday—John Green was put to the
bar nuder the st indictment, The de-
fenee set up for him was, that he had
been forced to join the enterprize, and
il not aszent 1o the procecdings of the
others, The defence fatled, and the same
specinl verdiet given as in the case of the
ten olhiers,
same detence and result in the case of
homns Smath,

Henry Awry, alias Henry Andris, and
Jokm Fuller, were put to the bar—same
detence, and same special verdict,

Johin Allen  Ntedmen and Jodnw Waldon
were Iried ot onece ander the 24 dict-
ment for robbing a Dateh vessel, Neithier
of them lll'|u!|;§rd lo Ihe crews ol the
Creoln or Ireesisiable ; bhut were part of
the crew of the Atlas, an American vessel,
they spouke at sen, bound from Veneriffe
to New Orleans.  They joined the lrre-
sislible.  The defence set up, was thai
they were ignorant of the character of the
vessel when they jomed her.  Verdict
af nequonttal, ("These menwere not indieted
for robbing the Spamish vessel which was
posterior 1o their joiming )

Thomas Watson put 1o the bar under the
st indietmemt—he came ot of a Damsh
liarggue or Diteh brig —=no vessel proved
toe be robbed afier he yoined them —-,-lra‘uu(v

tedl,

liec security, and declare themselves ene- |

fvessel (the Superior of Baltimoge,)

U Frencis Ogleshy, ¢harge ! nnder the 151
indictment, was one of the Frresistabile—
the defence was, hie could ot salely leave
her nfter she wa s captured, A special
veydiet (wath few variations)similar to the
rest,

conrt adiourned,
LAST CLASS OF CASES.

Yesterday, the court proceeded to try
Williwm Chappels, charged under the
Sdindictment with robbing an - mericon
Ths
indictment, as will appear from the former
elucidiations, rests, nol upon the act of
1819, but of 1790, The brst, relutes
to Foreign vessels; the last, hy e deci.
sion ol the supreme courl, 1o our wwn,

Mre. Stanavd on behalt of the Unstent
States—Ounthat of the prisoner My, W,
Wickham and Mr. James Riddle, whio
the reguest of the court, assisted 1 the
detener,

Black, a witness on 1the purt of
proseesbion, and wha bad been livst L1,
on board the Ieresistable, stared that the
cuptain ol the Supertar cime on bowld
the privateer, the captrin ol which (Fur
gnson) kuew hiin to be an Amencan capt
(#n acquaintance of F's. a1 Balinnowe)
hat the Amertcan capiaintold . e had
Spunish pas engersatid propeiiy B
s s hoone: 3 and thay T othen guve
mstructions te his boarding crea, to
respect the American propeit s, bt 1o
bring with them all the valuables they
conl! find on board belonging to ile
Sparish passongers—Black statcd that Le
was told by F oot tlas caplain was an
American captain; and savs that e
ltmeolf saw the Amencan register,

T he connsel top the prisoner asked if he
knew the register 1o he o gonotne one—1o
which hey o he didd not,

They then moved the court to instrnet
e jurs, 1st, that 1o prove her 1o be an
American vessel, it was necessary that
her regmister, or an anthenticated copy of
i shonld be produced ia court; 2dl
that the capiure of Spanish property i
an American vessel was not piracy under
the act of Congress.

The Chief Justice observed, he had
Litile donbt seel a caplure was an wet ol
piracy in the eye of the law, and as 1o
the other point, he should sa:pend lus
opinmion,  But, if the jury should be in-
clined 1o thiuk, that the Superior was an
American vessel, he recommended 11 1o

Sl

the question whether shecould by proved
10 be American  properiv  without the
production of her vegister, or a copy un
dev seal—And that they might also re
scrve the point as to the Spamshproperty
found v board of her.

‘The jury retired, and brought in a ver-
dict of not guilty.,

The U, 8. Attorney then stated to the
that he had vo farther business fog
¢, andl they were sccordingly dis
rged—the wilnesses recogmized o
appear at the next term of the courl in
November next,

The other cases under the 3 indiet-
ment will e over vnnl the the prosecu
tion ecan obtain the register, and other
evidence as to the fact ol Awmerican ow
nervship.

T'he point growing out of the act of
Congress of 1819, and rescrved in the
several special verdicets, will probably b
adjournedto the Supreme Courtat Wash
ington.

In the case of Thomas Watson a nole
pros. has been entered up by the attorney.
The other prisoners will probably remain
tn jail unt | the winter, to await theirfate

2= We have taken some little pains to report
these cases to the public, ‘Vhe scenes of out-
races on the high seas which they develope,
belong to the istorvof the times. Suchscenes
onght to be uwuderstooil, To re ss them,
shonld be the wish of every Amférican, who
ralues his country, her uracter and her
laws. Weoweit to the civilized world 1o ar-
rest such lawless outrages, perpetrated by
vessels and by crews who have their equip-
ment and their sanetary in onr own ports, It
the law be so weak that pirates cam escape
throngh its meshes, let us strengthen it.  Let
Congress do their doty, and not leave it to
Judgzes and juries to do it for them  If the law
then be undefined in its provision
give clearer and m v¢ practical det
——kE 4 O —

v MUNICATED,

DIED]—At bis residence in Lonisa county, wn the
26th inst. Mr. JAVES BURNLEY, Jr, aiter & lin-
gering indispo 1 of several months., He bad lived
L hl‘;lﬂ\-‘.lllcrll e, and was generally respecied by all

OVIC Ko On the 24th July [ took fiow on board
of itham Cousina® hoat, one rel of FLOL'NR,
branded ** Haxall,"” aud of the R mond inspection,
superfine. Thin is a volice to those it miay ern, to
call, prove properiy and pay charge will seil it

for the same. Wu. PI ¥I'T, Inspector
of boats, Lock Harbar.,
Heuorico, July 30, 24, .wOw

—'Vhereas | entered into a gon
VERARD HALL, of Princess Anne county,
il the 224 of May 1818, relative 1o the establishment of
certiin Salt Works, ar Noiat"s Island zod elsewhere s sluce
whieh time cirenmetances bave transpired, from whick
I deem the said contract null and void from the eom
meycement : I, therefore, thus publicly give notice 10
all persons whatever, that | donot consider wmyneli bound
by any coatractawhick Ever fall may have hitherin
entered into, or may hereafier enter into, by virtue of
sald aforementiened contract, or olherwise ~herehy
forewarning all persous from crediting the said Lve.
rard Hall, on the faith of my responsinilily.

July ao. 24..00 Wu. BLACKLEPGE,

\, R WILLIAM £.. ADAMS Y will please to
i take notice that 1 shall, on the th vay of O¢.
toher next, between the ristng and setiing of the snn of
sanie day, at the honse of Sarab Willinmson in the
county of Fluvanna, proceed to take the amidnvits of
Thomas W. Omobundro and others, to be read as evi-
dence ina suit in chunc ery in the canr ¥ conrt ol Am
herst, inwhich | am defendant aud you are pla

MARY E. WOOLLING, A
2. Wiw Jorne Wl

James River Lund for Sale
flm'.f. subacribers wish to dispase of i
Ixtng in the conny of Jumes river
about 24 miles abave Richmond, aud in the neighbor.
hood of several mane iring mills.  Ihis tract con
taine by a Iate survey i acres—ane third of which s
well timbered, the cleared lund of prime aquality, clay
foundation, and may be greatly improved by the use of
plaster aud clover ; is well adapted ol
tobucco, corn, wheat, and other kinds of P
In this purt of the st it ia thoughi
give any lurither description, pr wing persons dis
puosed (o purchase will view th land, which will pe
showin by Mr. W. Wirsox, who reslides on the Mlace,
The abave tract of Land will he afferea at public sale
i Powhatan Conrthonse, on Thursday ¢ he VBIA day of
Neptember neaf, nnder the mavagement of W. C, & (.
CLARK Eyuso Terma, oue half ¢ arh, the Inlance in iwe
egqual payivenis, al nine d righteen months, (& be se
cired by deed of irnst on the lund,

Jaly 30,

culiure of
i ised
HHNECeINArY (o

July 30 .0 PULLIAN & SWWANN

l N CHANCRERY cau. Al # conrt hiehh for Vrince Bawnrd
countly, Jane the 2ist, 1810
Davis HIld. cososssnsnsse senicenses Compluinant,

AGAINST
Saral Mitetell, Tohn Thormoe
Clement 1

nd Beiser his wife, Joul W
¥ his ¥ Riehmond Btalham and Kho
Gresham Thornhill and Jobanns
h aned Martha his wife, an

Aamael [y HUl, an in

the age of Lwenty one yentao. Iefpndant s
Time, jr. by appointed guardian 1oy rafuant
Hill, far 1 1 e of fe
rume th nplain

s and thedelendania
aha biv wife, Josiah Williame

Raving shtered the aiice |
sECnrity mecording to an act of
e rules of this

s Giemeral
conrt, and | appenrin
lom of P ithey are not i
i on the mation of the en
ered, That the sald defendats "
i Disha his wife, Josiahi Willlasi
i wile, fo uppear heie n
Oclaber conrt nest,
complainani®s Wll, and that s copy
1 inseried In saine

ti the s
ants of b
connse! . fi in

he court th

Mailhe
nrst  da ol

and answer ihe
of this ¢
e of the public ne

privted in the city of Mir v, for two months »
cessive'y, and also posted at the front door of the conit
honfe of this connty
A copy—Teste, B. ), WORSHAM, D.¢
Inly S0 P4, . mBue

them to bring ma special verdie!, reserving |

1and Dosha his wife |

———— — ——a o

WasHINGTON,

July —It is now
understood, that the soisal of the Pre
dent at the Seat ol Governmment has he
anticipated too soon,  He i« not npw ex-
pected, we belteve, before the 8th or 10th
ol next month, [ Not, Int.

We ern ving letter trom hi
ship frou Messenzer, an E
datly paper ofmuch vepute, whicliis pubisi-
edin Paris :

W the Editor of the Galiguani's Misgens

Su—In various rnmbersof xonr Journ
have seen mentioned a work eptitled
Vaupies,” with the addition of my came ax
that of the avthor, 1§ am not the anthor, and
teser heard of the work in question mn i nos .
b mare tecent paper, I perodive a tovma
s neia The Vampire" with the
addition of an wecount of my “ Residence in
the 1l o Mitylene, an sland which T have
div smiled by, in the conrse.of travel-
yeurs ago throngh the Levamt, and
¢ L shiadl hiuve no objection to reside. but
e I liave never reanled, Neither of
these perfo ieesare mine, & I preswme that
Bis e ihar unjust per nugreions 1o reguest
that von will favor me by contradicting the
advortisement 1o which 1 allude, 15 the bunk
in cluver, it wonld e base to deprive the real
wiiter, w he may he, ol lics wa: and
iatnpid, 1 desivethe respousibility of nobody’s
ditluess hot msown,

Yoo will excose the trouble Tgive you ; the
impatation is of vo great importance, and as
lomg asit was confined to surinises and reports,
I should have reccived it, as | have many
others, in silence. Bt the formality of a pub-=
lie advertisement ol o book 1 never wrote, and
a residence wherve 1 have never resided, is ra-
ther too muea; partieolarly 25 I have ne -
tion ol the contents ol the ane, or the incidents
the otkier, I have, besides, a personal dis-
like to Vampires, and the tele avquatninnges
1 have with them would by we means jwinee
| me to divolge their seerets.,

You did meamned) less injury by yonr para-
graphsabontmy * devorion™ & *abindonment
ol society tor the = “rehizion” which ap-
pearcdio vour Mess Torzni last lent ; all
ot which ave not fownded on tact ; hut you see
X danot contandiet th becanse they are
mevely personad, whereas the others in some

rer concern the reader

You will obiig» me by complying with mv
request of contvadiction ; Tassore von thar 1
know notliung ol the work or works in nue
v the hotor 1o be, (as the cor-
WS 1o mAgazines sayv ' your 1lant
and very obedient humble servant,
Venice. .

\ s B tikiam Doty :
I 8 sorna vy, of the Vutterson & Pons: 3
assigned o the ere their stoek of goods, and

alsaail the debts doe and owing to the said firm. in trust

for the bepetit of thely o e,

conmiduried | [: e of Ihe Liustees
i3 wigd o 1O Carry nto exer.

tian the puiposes oy s speedils a8 pose

all perse: tAebtod 1o Lhe said Arm are requesie i
make frim 1oil to the subsciibers, or their
Rath 1 sl persons having claims agninst
the sad ilin

make then: known (v us,
Wi LI4AM KYLE,
. PrHILIi* MAY0,
W, I t2ercon & Thomas A, Ponsonhy ure appolint
ed onur agents, with fll powers to trunsact uny basiness
relating to the tust above nlioned.
WILLIAM KY L E,
¥ 2.t PHILIP Md)o,
7 Worthy of Notice.
']‘"E SUBSCRIPTIONS tothe CENTRAL COLLYGE,
wilh the alher propeny of that institution, "
transterred 1o the UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA, it de.
valves on me, as Procior of that institution, o call op all
delinquent suhseribers, to pay np the balance that s
due on thetr subseription. The buildiegs and Inprove.
menis are progressing ; and 1 trust the frie ol that
Institnii will not suifer them to slop tur the want of
that aid voluntarily wflered by them. | therefure re-
quest all delinguents to pay, withoutdelay, the nnlances
due on theirsobscriptions to ALEXANDER GARREIT
Rsq. Bursar of the University of Virgiuia 3 Or A more
nvenient, (o deposit the same in the Sank of 3 liginja,
to the credit of the said Bursar.
A. 5, BRULKENROUGH, P. U. ¥V
24..51

July 30,

Ju'v ao,

Roanoke Navipation Conpany.
A T a meeting of Lhe Directors of the Huanoke Navi-
gation Compdny, held on the 24h diay of Muich
last, it uridered, thut the siockholders in said com-
pany pay intothe treasury by the first day of Seplember
nest, TEN DOLLAKS on vach share of storh by them
held. . JOHNSTON, Trenrurer.
Halifux, July 30, .10

~ Virgtwa Land Office, 23 July, 15819,
l'\ confurmaity with an act of the General Assembly,
entitled, ** An act to amend the several laws

cerning eschealy,” passed February 14th,
bereby make known all who LIEY Concern, Lhat it
Appears, by return of the escheator for the county of
Isle of Wight, that the followins real estute, of which a
certain ' Joseph Holmes, D, M. an trishman " dicd
seiged, has bheen found, by inquest taken accord g Lo

law, to have eacheated (o thia e monwealih, viz,
T ots of ground in the town of Smthield, distin.
guished in the plan of said 1own as No. 31 and i1, on
whichk there is a2 tolerably capacious dw elling.honse—
End two tracts of land In the ataresuid connty of Isle of
Wight ; one of them containing 150 ncres situste pips
- W.frem ke court-bouse, adjoining the lands
of Adam Falghum and olhers ; the rcontaining S
thir nelghborbood of » Id, |ulun
v B V the courthonse an his of

Sumuel Whitteld and others,

WM. G, PENDLETON, Reg'r,

b The Editors of the * Natioual Intetlige r,
lished in the city of Washingion, will please
aliave in their paper, teekly for sir weeks in e
slom, and trunsmin thelr account @8 heretofore for
mes L..witlw WM. G. PENDLE}

G-
1211, | de
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I'H CHANCERY.... Al 2 conrt of Guarierly Sessiang
continaed and held for Lonisa coupty, on Tuesday
the Lith day of June, 1819
William Tyler
AGAINST
Willizm M'Gehee, Juhn M'Gehee, Angostine M'iiches
in hisown right and neviving extor of Juhn M'Geliee
deceased, Auness M°Uehee, Sar: M'Gehee, Heuben
Cason and Lucy bis wife, formterly Loey M'Gehiee Oe.
well M Gehee, administrator of Edward M Gelive .i.;r'n
Nancy Myrd, lale Nancy Bond., Cyrus Murtis wnd Khig -
Iis wife, lute Kliz: Bond, Robert Langford and Fany
hin wile, Iate Patsy Bond, Thomas Byrd and Locy his
wife, lnte Patsy Bond, Thomias Byrd and Lacy his wife
iate Lucy Bond, chiidren und legal re eseniatives .l!
tnas Boud and El s wife, late Eliz: M*Ge.
hee, Thomas Boud, Willig md, Mary Bond, and 1.
seph Bond an intant, all children wnd legal TEpresenitn
tives of Wright Bond, who wus son of the wioredy 1Ii
I howias and Elizabets Bond, Joseph Grady angd l'a.rr
bis wife, late Caty Yancey, and John Yan ey, « u..m-r,"
and legal represeniatives of June Yancey, who wis W
davighter of the aforesaid Thomas nnd 1tnbeth Pund
Suranva Maltory, Jesse H. Mallory, David Armstrong
nod Eliza K. bis wife, late By K Mallory, Charles ]'-

o Plalntif,

Mnllory an Infant, ehilde=n and les rirepresepiatives nf
Fhomas Mallory, son of Fhomson Mallory ar

his wile, Inte Snsanna M Lehee Thotmud Nig

Maria hin wile, Iate Maria Mallors Fle

and Judith his wife, late Judith M3 M3

Sarah Maillory, Mury Mullory an | oL, Viegin i

an infant, Patrick Mallory an infant, Hovert Sy
tnfunt, Hubert Maltory an infant,
Fhoinas Dlckenson and Fleming M

auil legal representatives Lotert Ma
sivti of Thon son Mallory and Susanna b
Soeunna M Gelee FOTEe Mason, sury
Narbara Muson his wife, late Bar L ey
of Thomesn  Malisry and Snsanna his wi + fovinerly
Bosanne M'tichee, Jasper Lan 14 Anne his wife, jare

Malloiy, daughter of the resuld Thomson aud
Susanns Mall anid James M, Hickerson and Patsey
Rin wife, late M Y, and Amanda F. Mallory an
infaut, v intd Patsey and Amanda §.
and leg tives of William Malle
FRCUE, d Thomson and Sweunna Muller

i M'Gehee ' Y M'Geher, Morde

Anne hin wr

ite Anpe M'Geliee i
Matila Potelt

late Matilda M'lielee
nd Mutlida are ¢hilldren il |
ard M'Gehee, & ton of Jonha

his wifte, Inte

f Vataey hie wife lnte
erson and Maria his wife, late A
Mullary and Jndith his

verl Mallory

entered their appe
1o Inw and the »
tive of the

swer the hill of the plwintiy

and
i et be forthwith inserted in oINE
s 1=t in the city of I'.-'h.l..n-|_u,_,.,.,,|t
weeks sn | ' Ted at the fromt daor of (he
rthonee ALY ol 8aie eiur) day i
A i ¥ Tew HYHN HUNTER, ;
Feile 18 al »




