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The citizens of this country are not such parti -
zans of men, as 1o support or opposs an adminis-
tration because this or that individual is President,
There are many who, no doubr, do so; but they
Lelong to a class of persons that always have ex-
isted, and always will sxist, in every country—
dependants and expectants., The great moss of the
people decide upon disinterested prineiples, They
loak to the public good.  Honest differences of
opinion as to the measures best suited 1o promoie
the public prosperity, will exist, as long as opin-
ivn is leit free, with the power in the people 10
make that opinion operative. It is poiv apparent
that if there be not an actusl mujority against the
reselection of Mr. Adams, the public seatiment is
very neerly divided on that sulject,

It is & gratuitous assertion to say, that the op-
position is ** unprincipied.”” It would be equally
préposterous (o say, that ail who support Mir.
Adams are, kuowingly, the advocates of intrigne
aad corruption. 1 have too exalied an opinion of
my fellow:citizens to believe that there is any tis'h
in either presumprion. I'he state of society in A~
merica wou'd be deplorable, imdend, if such wore
the case. Yel, it seemns to be consistent wiih the
sense of truth and courtesy entertuined by most ol
the writers {or the Administration, to press an as-
sertion, invoiving so much looseness of prineiple,
and desperation of purpose in the American cha
tacter. When public sentiment is so nearly divid-
ed aw at presens, the denunciation of either party
Uy the other is ridiculous. Its injustice surpasses
-even the anti-repablican doctrize, that the people
cught not to think of removing a President at 1he
end of four years, because the frequent contests for
the office produce so mueh strife and excitement.
Now, what is the cause of all this stritt? I is
not owing to any Losility to the principle of the
Coustitution, which declares that the President
shall be eligible to a re .election. If such hostil ¥
exisied anmong he people, they would have mani-
fested it befors this fine,  In the first place, the
Cubstintion would have been framed differently.
IT that hostility was the result of experience and
reflection, the instrument would have been smend-
ed—or it would have shown itself in oppasing the
re-elections of Waskingion, Jeiferson, Madison and
DMonroe. The adwinistrations of these distinguish-
eJ men, though not eatirely satisfactory to the
whole country, did not excite that spirit of hosti
lity and resistance which turned out the eldef A-
duma, and which exists at this moment 1o such an
extent througliout 1he canatry, s to make it almost
certain that tue Son will siare the same faro, Why,
I ask, wasthe eldsr Aduns discarded from the cone
fidence of the natior?  Was it owing o the face
tivus spirit . of * an unprineipled opposition,” a
spirit which has been 5o often  said to belong w[
Republics, or 10 a di-like of he principles and
measures of that mad Admintstration? ‘The peo.
vle thea saw, or believed they saw, 1he Govern-
went advanciog, with giast strides, to the accemu-
lation of dangerous powers. Ité measures
alarming —and posvessing (he power,
the corrective.

In the case of 3r, J. Q. Aldams, we fiud a
most striking anslogy, Whether he inherits his |
father’s fondness for a strong and splendid govern-
ment, or imbibed it in the boroin of the wmonarehies

wers
tiey applied

| of nnshackled power to do every thing that, m

of Earope, where he was chiefly educated, and
hLias revided the grenter part of his life, is 2 mattor
of no importance. It is sufficient that his doe
trines downot accord with the sentiments of the |
Atuerican people, or that lds sets are either purtial |
ot al variance with their interesis,
congider hin an
both their right

If the pecple

unsile dejository of power, it is
and their duty to diseard hin |
their confideac Whilst I bave ihe cha
admit, that 1 supporiers of his
honest in their preference, and ereise but a eon -
stitatioaal right in voung, for him, I must ¢
the privilege of exercishog equil fisedom of cie
without being " dencunced as cano t, f
in any way disiurbing the tra

try. His friends and his opp

issue, both as to his princiy 1 e
tions, ‘L'he ballot-box is (he anly umpire in the
coge,  To that we appeal as a right.  The result
is obligstory, and involves the corr lative dus

acquiesceuce jn ibe will of the m 1ja

| tions, less

in the Agents of iheir own immediate choica; and,
“hile they are unwilling to think that the Repr
sentatives of other portions of their fellow-citizens
are wither ignorant or corrupt, they are apt to ride
with the opinions of their own, because they
know bhiw, and have confidence in his integrity and
in bts means of information. The best informed
part of the community, bowever, look into such
maiters with attention, and the rest take them
more upon tiust, and especially if there be no ap-
pareal danger 1o their rights or (heir interests.
Under these cicumstances, Me, Adamswould
have gained the applause of 1he whole country, if
he had shown a proper-deterence to the apinions
of both parties, by earnestiy recommending the
necessary  amendments to the constitution. It
would havebeen no subject of reproach to him if be
had I ! this r lation with a frank
avowal of his individual opinions. Sueh a course
would have convinced all that he was the fast
friend of the constitution, and of the principies
upon which it ix founded. The history of all
othier guovernments that ever existed, shows, that
itis dangerous to make the wiLy of the Gover-
nors the ouly limit to the exercise of power— or,
what amounts to the same thing, that the liberiies
of no people can last long, when the wen in au-
thority are permitted todo whatever it way be their
wisdom or good pleasure to think the public gond

od it even he (the ealumuiator of ““ the woman
called Mrs. .I-clnou"} is compelled to resat to
the wos: ridiculous sophistry for the purpose of

friende are irm~ they point (0 his tariil votes and
letters, and defy all the eloguence of Mr. Clay and
all the diplomacy of Mr. Adams.
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most disgrace a Jesnit.  Mr. H. is also compelled | Freerick,where the  coounts '..,..Lu.. ll‘n:-;l.u'lu‘pizai:ul.. ;ﬁ.'
to ascribe to Mr. Wright the most contemptible | Lttty g iman o s S g Carie
indiseretion and the most treachercuy memory Mm says ihal  ftoun the present prospeet, there will hew betger
deny the * justice of the seatiments which £

or ““general welfare'” requires, \With this conyic-
tion firmly impressed upon their 1iuds,  the jins |
wortal men 10 whom we owe our fresdum and ouy
government, declared that no wmn or ret of men |
were entitled to exclusiyve privileges that all power
righttully belonged to, and emanated from the peo

ple= that government was instituted for their ben-
efit, and ought 10 be under their controvl, 1y his
first message, Mr. Adams asserts that ¢ the great
object of the institution of civil government is the
improvement of the condition of those who are
parties 1o the civil compaet.  And no ROvernment,
in whatever form coustituted, can accomplish the
Tawful ends of 1« institwtion, but in proportion as
itimproves the condition of those over whom it is
establivhed.”  According to this nlea, it would
bave Deen enough for the patriois of the Revolu-
tion, merely to have organized the government up

on the representative principle, with general pow-
€id; *ubiject to no limitations tat the varying will of
ihe people, a« manifested sither at the elections or
by formal instructions. ‘This controul,in the opinion
ol the present administration, seems 10 be all that Is
necessary. But the great men to whose wirdom we
owe 80 much, thought differemly, They had eeen
the representative  wystem perverted 1o the worst
purposes, and patriotie and republican nations sub.
mitting 10 vsurpation after u -urpstion, and finnliy,
to alwolute despotism. Knowing 1lie remplations
of power and the irresistible mBuence of pre-
cedents, they determined to guard our deaily
lought liberties more effectually, They 1esorted to
an experiment, in which they placed  the fondest

reliance —written constitutions, and declarations
of Rights -1 these they underiook 1o define the
sreat objects of government, and to delegaie
no more power to the Gorernors than was thougin

necesuary to acconplish those objucts
mation of whie federal gover nment, particularly, they
fondiy believed that they had placed every necesia.
¥y guard & limitation. For all domestic o municipal
purposes, the elare governinents had ample powers &
were better fitted, from their more intimate knowledge
of, amd ‘mimedinie connection with, the people, —
But the reat exiernal affairs of the confederation
and a few of the iniernal ones, eould only be con-
ducied by a common head; and 10 this BOovernwment
they only delegated certain specified aud enume
rated powers, declarmg most explicitly, that all
“* powess not delegated to the U. S. by the con-
stitution, nor probibited by it 1o ihe states, are re-
served 1o the states respectively, or to the people.””
With all this staring them in the lace, the friend- of
aatrong and brilliant government, the advocates

In the for-

their opinion promised 1o ** better the condition
of 1he people,” have become numerous, and haye
actually gotten iato their hands the reine of go
vernment.  Bat blr. A. even goes farther than 1his
in his firet message. e says, 4 while foreign nas
blessecl with that freedom which is
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