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The Mississippi River.

This is the tn >st important river in North America,
aud with the Missouri its principal confluent, is the
largest in the world. It extends 3,100 miles, and if
we regard the Missouri as its continuation it is 1,500
miles long. It w mil reach from New York across the
Atlantic, and extend through France, (Germany. Austria
aud Turkey in Europe, and penetrate the remote Fas-
puu sea in Oriental Ada The average width from the
Falls of St. Anthony, in Miunes ta, to its delta on the
gulf of Mexico, i« nearly half a mile: its average depth
110 i’eet. It is a,ways navigable to the mouth of the

Ohio, an ! th-1 upper part for seven or eight months n
the year. Its c-our>e i* from north to south, and the trap-
per decendiug the river may take with him the tors
of the animals that inhabit its seouree, and exchange
them for the sugar, and tropical fruits that are gathered
on its batiks belo v.

Again, the floo-is produced by winter snows and spring
rains cannot be simultaneously discharged. Spring ad-
vancing in a reverse direction to the current of the
stream, telease in suoeessii n the waters of the lower val-
ley, then in t!-o middle section, aud fiually of the remote

sources of its tributaries in the Rocky Mountains and
hills of the North. It takes over a mouth for the floods
to travel from its source to its delta.

The toi d vulu i of steamboat-, afloat on this mighty
river and its tributaries, is estimated at $0,000,000, aud
their number 1,500, with an aggregate burthen of
more than twice the entire steamboat tonnage of Great
iiritain. and probably equal to that of the world. It
drain' an erca of 1 ,*200,000 square miles, which from its
unexampled fertility, has obtained the title, ‘ Ihe gar-
den of the New World.’ In extent, fertility, variety of
scenery, and diversity of climate, its valley surpasses
any other on the globe. It receives a score of tribu-
taries the least of which is larger than the vaunted
streams of mighty' empires. It might furnish natural
boundaries for all Europe, and yet leave for every coun-

try a river greater than the Seine.
It engulfs more every season than the revenue of

many a petty kingdom, and at a speed unknown to any

other great river it rolls a volume in whose depths the
cathedral of St. Paul might be sunk out of sight. It
flows from the country of the savage to that of civiliza-
tion aud refinement, and its descent are the gradations of
thickening fields and glowing cultivation which line its
course, until it reaches its culmination—a crowded
city.

It discharges in one year more water than has been
issued from the Tiber in five centuries; it swallows up
nearly fifty rivers that have yet uo names, each of which
is larger than the Thames. The addition of the waters

of the ‘dark rolling Danube ’ would not swell it half a

fathom; and in a single bend the navies of the world
might safely ride at anchor in the heart of the Republic,
50U miles from the sea.

it washes the shares of twelve powerful States, and
between its arms lie space for iweuty mote. The rain
which falls upon the AlleghaoieS, and the suows that
shroud the slopes, and cap the summits of the Rocky
Mountains, are borne upon its bosom to the regions of
perpetual summer, and poured into the sea, —more than
1,500 leagues from their sources. It has formed a larger

tract of land by the alluvial deposits of its inundation,
than is contained in Gromit Britain and Ireland, aud
annually bears away more acres than it would require
to make a German principality. —[Ex.

Agricultural Machinery and Ha B/*»iills.
Six years since, in Ohio, there were very few agricul-

tural machines—now there are an immense number.
Tbe effect of machines in doing the work of meu it is
hardly possible to estimate.

A mower with two horses, two men, and a boy, must

accomplish the work of at least twelve men. If so, it
mu*t save the labor of five men at least. Now, we know
of one county which has three hundred and fifty mowers

and reapers, and they must save the labor of about 1600
men ! In tbe State at large, there must be about eight
thousand of these machines, thus saving the labor of
40,000 able-bodied men. - Supposing that they are em-

ployed only two months in the year, for harvest only, j
they willsave, in money paid for labor, about $2,500,000 j
per annum. The interest on their cost will be about ;
$70,000 only ; so there will be a net absolute gain on !
them of more than two millions per aunuui. Ifwe look
to the prairie States, the saving will be much greater.
In the United States at large, probably the labor of
3,000,000 able-bodied men is saved during two months
in the year. This is equal in money to twenty millions

of dollars per annum. This saving, too, is made in the
last five years. But the saving of money is by no means
thi most part of the saving. The economy of labor is,
in our mordern civilization, of the highest value, without
reference to the money or the market value. We have
already referred, as our readers will remember, to the
tendencies of our present civilization towards centraliza-
tion in cities and towns. This is really, and without
theory, drawing large portions of our rural or country
population to the towns. This is diminishing the agricul-
tural laborers while it increases the towns. The conse-
quences is that, both in America and Europe, the rela-
tive proportion of cultivators is continually diminished.
If wo suppose this process to go on like a mathematical
series, without arrest, the consequence would be ultimate
starvation ; but, of course, the preliminary symptoms of
such a calamity would be sufficient to drive many from
the cities to the country, and thus change the current.

Still, we must regard the invention and success of this
agricultural machinery as a providential interference to

avert for a time the alternative of starving in cities or
returning to the country. —[Railroad Record.

The Leb.uion (Ohio) Star records the death of four
men from drinking whiskey with strychnine iu it. It
also says timt tens of thousands of fish in the stream

below the distillery have died. Two tons of dead fish
have been takou out, a mill-race beiug literally choked
with them.

Diamond Washing and Diamond Culling.!

The diamond possesses a much higher and more uni« j
form value than any other article of commerce. The |
supply has never so far exceeded the demand as to make j
any ehauge in the price of cut stones. In 1843, when j
the mines at Sincora, in Bahai, were discovered, fears j
were entertained that a permanent depreciation would ;
take place; but the very high prices which required to j
be paid for all the necessaries of life, and the unhealthy j
nature of the climate, speedily reduced the number of;
diamond seekers, and the fall was scarcely felt in Europe, j

The tract of country in which the Brazilian diamonds
are found, extends from the village of ltambe, in Minas-
Geraes, in Sincora, on the river Paragussa of Bahai, be-
tween 20 deg. 19 min. and 13 deg. of south latitude.
They are chiefly obtained from the numerous streams ;
which form the sources of the rivers Doco, Arrasuaky, j
Jcquitinhonha and San Francisco. It is also highly ;
probable that the auriferous regions of Austrialia, like i
those of South America, contain diamonds: two from j
the river Macquarie having been sent to the exhibition j
which was lately held at Paris. j

Diamonds consist of pare carbon, aud are often found |
in the form of eight or twelve sided crystals, the latter J
being the less common figure.

Of their formation in the great laboratory of nature,
uothiug is known ; but they are supposed to exist orig-
inally in the mountains, whence they are carried down
into the valleys by the torrents which flow during the
rainy seasons. The degradation of the rocks must be
accomplished by the powerful agency of the tropic floods;
and the precious g°ms which are thus excavated, must
be deposited in the sedimentary debris which form the
beds of the rivers before the search of man becomes suc-

cessful. The parent stone, or matrix, is a mica schist,
called Ite folumite, whoze fragments mixed with earth
form the cascalho, which is dug from the rivers, and in
which the diamond seeker fiuds his treasure. In South
America, the alluvium of the rivers not only contains
diamonds, hut gold and platina, though both these metals
are generally so finely powdered as almost to defy c dlec-
tion by the ordinary process of washing. The river Je-
qnitinhonha is one of the richest in Brazil, aud the
works on its banks Lave been carried on for a long period.
\\ hen the dry season, which continues from April to !
the middle of October, has reduced the depth of water, i
the river is turned aside into a canal previously formed j
by making an embankment, with bags of sand, over the
original channel The water which remains is then j
pumped out, the mud dug to a depth varying from six
to twenty feet, aud removed to the place where the wash-
ing is afterwards to be performed. While the dry sea-
son coutiuues, the labor of collecting the cascalho is car-
ried on unremittingly, so as to have a sufficient quantity
to occupy the negroes during the rainy months. The
mud which is raised from some of the rivers contains
diamonds so uniformly diffused, that a pretty correct ap-
proximation can be made to the number (if carats which
a given quantity will produce. It sometimes happens,

! however, that grooves arc found containing large quanti-
| ties of diamonds and gold. When the rainy season puts

j a stop to the raising of the cascalho, the scene of opera-
! tions is changed to the washing shed, near which the re-

I suit of the dry season’s labors has been heaped up. The
troughs, called canoes, are arranged side by side, and the

: overseer occupies an elevated seat in front, so as to ob-
| serve every movement of the working negroes. Into j
! each of the canoes, a small stream of water is introduced,

1 to carry away the earthy part of the’cascalho. Having {
I placed half a hundred weight of the cascalho in the i

; canoe, the negro lets in the stream, and keeps up a con-
: stant motion till the mud ha 3 been all washed away aud

i water runs perfectly clear. The gravel is then taken
1out by the hand, and carefully examined for dia-

! mouds. When oue is found, the negro stands upright,
and claps his hauds, as a signal to the overseer, who re-

: ceives it from the finder, and places it in a bowl with
water, which is hung in the midst of the shed. The

: day’s work being finished, all the diamonds which have
: been found are delivered to tbe superintendent, who en-
; ters tbeir weight in a book. Large diamonds are ex-
ceeding rare. It has been calculated that, on an aver-
age, out of 10,000 there are seldom more than one found

; which weighs twenty carats, while there are perhaps
8,000, each of which is less than one. At the works on
the river Jequitinhonha, there have rarely been found

jmore than two or three stones weighing from seventeen
'to twenty carats each in the washings of s year; in the
whole diamond mines of Brazil, not more than one is

; found, iu two years, of thirty carats. In 1851, a stone
of 1201 carats was found at the source of the river
I‘atroeinho, in Minas-Geraes; afterwards, one of 107
carats, on the Rio das Velhas; and another of 871 at

, Chapada. But the largest which has been obtained of
late years is ‘ The Star of the South,’ which previous
to being cut, weighed 254 carats.

Many precautions are used to prevent the negroes
i from concealing the stones they find ; such aa frequent-
i ly causing them to remove at a given signal, from one
| trough to another. Encouragements are also offered to

| induce them to pursue the search with great care. Tbe
negro who finds a diamond of 171 carats is crowned with

! a wreath of flowers, and carried in procession to the ad-
j miuistrator, who gives him his freedom, a suit of olothes,

i and permission to work on his own account. One who
was present when a stone of 161 carats was found at

, Tejueo, says : *ltwas pleasing to see the anxious desire
I manifested by the officers that it might entitle the poor

: negro to his freedom ; and when, on being delivered and
: weighed, it proved only a carat short of the requisite

weight, all seemed to sympathize in his disappointment.’
A stone of eight or ten carats entitles the finder to two
new shirts, a suit of clothes, a hat and handsome knife,

i For smaller, but valuable stones, proportionate premiums
i are given. Brasil sends yearly into the trade about
. 30,0U0 carat weight of uncut diamonds. During the
i two years after the discovery of the diamond mine at
I Sincora, in Bahai, 600,000 carats were sent to Europe;
but in 1852 the quantity had fallen to 130,000.

; The labor txpended in collecting that small bag of
| dull glassy stone is immense. One can easily liftwith
• the hand the product of a year’s digging and washing;
; yet, to bring them together, much sweat has flowed
while the steaming negroes dug the clay under a burn-

' ing tropic sun. The whip has many a time roused the
fagging energies, or sharpened the search among the
gravel in the washing trough. Not a few have perish-
ed, and been laid by their companions under the dark
green tree, from whose branches hang garlands of love-
ly orchid®. And to fillup the blanks which have been
made in tbe ranka of the toiling slaves of Brazil, many
have been dragged from the cost of Africa, iu spite of
the efforts of this couutry to prevent tbe unholy traffic.
The humanity of some, however, and the self-interest of
others have led them to frame rules which mitigate sla-
very iu connection with the diamond mines of Brasil.
The rewards which are offered, not only prove an incen-

tive to careful search, but imparl a spirit, to the labor
which must render it less irksome. Rut the lash is still
in the hand of the overseer, and numbers of the human
family are kept down to the level of beasts of burdeu.

Tbe process of cutting brings out the inherent beauty
of the diamond, and greatly enhances its value. Even
after the stone has been cut, if unskillfully done, the
sparkling beauty of the gem is wanting. No change of
position which the commissioner tried could make the
Koh-i-noor appear, at the London Exhibition, much su-
perior to a piece of rock crystal; but, after having been
re-cut, it became one of the choicest brilliants. For a
long period, the Jews of Amsterdam have almost ex-
clusively monopolized that branch of industry. At the
time when they were persecuted in all other nations of
Europe, tbe liberal laws aud flourishing trade of Amster-
dam encouraged them to settle there in great numbers;
and the diamond mills were eroded under the special
protection which the States of Holland afforded to capi-
tal and enterprise. It is calculated that not few’er than
10,000, out of the 28,000 Jews who live in Amsterdam,
depend directly and indirectly on the diamond trade.

The Diamond Cutters’ Company under the direction
of Mr. Posno, have three factories, all worked by steam.

The united capacity of the engines is ninety-five horse
power, driving 438 mills, and employing 925 workers
There are two other diamond cutting factories in Am-
sterdam, the one belonging to the firm of B. L. M.
Arons, conducted by Mr. Prins, having an engine of six
horse-power, driving forty mills, and employing seventy-
people ; the other is the property of Mr. Coster, with a
steam power of forty horses, driving seventy-two mills,
and giving work to 150 hands. Jn t! e factories of the
Diamond Cutters’ Company, and that of Mr. Prins, the
mills are let to those who are not shareholders, at a fixed
rate, for the hour or day. Mr. Coster’s mills on the
other hand, are driven on his own account; and to him
have been intrusted the two most valuable gems that
have been cut iu late years, the Koh-i-noor and Star of
the South.

Having obtained an introduction, the visitor to this
mill is treated with the greatest attention. He no soon-
er enters one of the flats, than the heads of a dozen per-
sons are stretched forward, offering their service to ex-
plain the various steps in the process. The seats of the
workmen are arranged along the side walls of the build-
ing, and before each is a circular metal plate, revolving
horizontally with great velocity. A short lever of iron
rests with one extremity on the bench, and the other on
the revolving plane. The diamond polisher stops the
motion, and, lifting the lever, shows the stranger that
the end which rested on the mill has an amalgam placed
upon it, in which the stone is fixed, so as to leave only
the side exposed which is beiug grouud. Handing the
lever to an assistant, it is put iuto a small furnace, heat-
ed, aud then returned to the polisher. The amalgam is
now soft, and the diamond, having been picked out, is
replaced with tbe part exposed which is next to undergo
the action of the mill. A clever workman can keep two,
or even three small diamonds on the shijf at once; but
the greatest care has to be taken that they are not ex-
posed too long. The minute facets of diamonds, so
small as to require from 1,500 to 2,000 for a single
carat’s weight, cau be easily over cut, and the stone de-
stroyed. In the Netherlands division of the exhibition
at Paris, rose diamonds were exhibited which required

i 1,500 to the carat; aud that is not the limit to which
| the cutting can be carried.

The stoue having been fixed in the amalgam, which is
: then hardened by cooling it in water, the workman
shows the visitor a little box of fine powder, of whieh a
minute quantity is put, with a few drops of oil, on the
mill. This is the diamond dust with which alone the
polishing can be accomplished, and it possesses a value
of about 60 pounds sterling the ounce. It is chiefly ob-
tained in the first process which the diamond undergoes
after it has come from the artist, who, ifit is a valuable
stone, draws out a plan by which it may be cut with the
smallest loss of weight. Leaving the mills, we ascend
to this department, and find that the workman does
everything without the aid of machinery. Having taken
two small wooden levers or handles, he selects two dia-
monds, and fixes one iu each. Tbe rough form of the
facets are then made smooth by rubbing the one diamond
against the other over a little box, which receives the
powder as it falls.

The Star of the South, a brilliaut of the purest wa-
ter, as seen at the Paris Exhibition, wa3 cut iu the fac-
tory of Mr. Coster; and tbe ablest artist of the estab-
lishment, Mr. Vorsanger, had the honor of successfully
re-cutting the Koh-i-noor in the work shop of the crown
jeweler in London. The medaiUe d’honneur, which the
imperial commissioners at Paris assigned ‘ pour les lap-
idaires diainuutaires ne Hollande; taille de diamants et
roses livres au commerce,’ was well bestowed.

The Koh-i-noor, when presented to Her Majesty
Queen Victoria by the East India Company was of an
irregular egg form, and the cutting had been so unskill-
fully executed that its appearance scarcely surpassed
that of cut crystal. In the sides were grooves which
had been cut for the purpose of fastening it in the form-
er setting, and near the top was a small split. To re-
move these without greatly reducipg the weight, preseut-

! ed considerable difficulties, but Mr. Coster was of opinion
! that these might be overcome in tbe hands of a skillful

1 workman. Several models were preseated to Her Majes-
ty, out of which she selected the form it now bears, that
of a regular brilliant. To accomplish the work of re-

cutting, a small engine, of four horse power was erected
to drive the diamond mills. The cutting was commenced
on the 16th of July 1852, and finished in thirty-eight
working days of twelve hours each. In removing one
of the flaws, the speed of the revolving plane required
to be increased to 3,000 revolutions per minute, and even
then the object was attained slowly. The velocity with
which the mill rotates, and pressure on the lever which
rests the diamond upon the plane alone give power to

the workman. That pressure may either be applied by
the hand or weights proportioned to the sizeof the static
and nature of the work. In eutting the Koh-i-noor, it
was regulated so as to be capable of beiug increased from
one to fifteen Netherlands pounds.

The process reduced the Koh-i-noor from 186 1-6
carats to 106 1-16; considerably under the average loss,
which is estimated at one-half or mere The Star of the
South, when uncut, weighed 254 carats, and is now 125,
the reduction being somewhat more than half No large
diamonds were evtr before cut with so little diminution
of their weight. The ‘ Regent,’ which belougs to the.
crown jewels of France, lost nearly two-thirds. But
this is not the only circumstance which points out the
great progress made in the art of diamond cutting. The
time required to perforin the work has been very much
shortened. The llegeut oeeunied two years; while the
Koh-i-uoor, which is uuly thirty-seven carats lighter,
was finished in less than six weeks; and the Star of the
South, twelve carats smaller than the Regent, wae cut

in three mouths. Moreover, no one cau look at the cabi-
net of models in Mr. Coster’s room without recognizing
the superiority of the Koh-i-noor and the Star of the
South over any of the other gems which belong to the
sovereigns of Europe.

The manner in which the value of cot diamonds is
calculated, makes it of the greatest importance that the
weight should bo reduced as littleas possible. A stone
of one carat is valued at 8 pounds sterling, while one
twice the weight is worth 32 pounds; the rule being,
4 the square of the weight multiplied by the price of a
stone weighing unity,’ gives the true value. According
to this principle, the Koh-i-noor, is worth 90,000 pounds,
and the Star of the South 125,000 pounds But the
rale is never applied to stones of a very large size; these
possess a value altogether arbitrary.

By cutting, the peculiar brilliancy of the diamond is
brought out, and its value fixed. Then the jeweler adds
new beauty by tasteful setting. His skillful combina-
tion of various kiuds of precious stones, so that the oue

may impart splendor to the other, make 3 the starry rays
of the diamond sparkle with glory in the tiara, broach
or necklace. During the last twenty years, great pro-
gress has been made in the art of setting, of which splen-
did specimens were exhibited both at the London and
Paris Exhibitions. Rubies, sapphires, emeralds, and
diamonds are now formed into anemones, roses, carna-

tions, tulips, convolvuli, lilies, and other flowers. Proba-
bly, the idea originated with the glory which is seen,
early on a summer morning, when the rising sun shines
on the dewy flowers.

DHch Fencing—ln and Out or Season.
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The revolution in France, at. the end of the last cen-
tury, nearly ruined the jewelers of Paris, and for a time
gave a check to improvement. Under the imperial gov-
ernment of Napoleon 1., some progress was again made,
but the art only began to flourish after the restoration.
At first, they worked with stones of the second class,
such as topazes, amethysts, and algue-marines, with
which trinkets of more appearance than value could be
made. Afterwards it was found that by imitating flow-
ers, the number of precious stones, in proportion to the
size ofoabe jewel, could be reduced without injuring the
effect; while diamonds of less purity, such as those of
Bahia, could be more freely used. The practice of set-
ting diamonds in silver, and rubies iu gold, so as to im-
part au apparent increase of size to the one, and splen-
dor of color io the other, became more general; and the
most beautiful designs have been wrought out with the
greatest neatness aud taste. At no period in the history
of the world have so fine specimens of the jeweler’s art.
been produced as during the present century by the ar-
tists of London and Paris.—[Chambers’ Journal.

Without permanent and substantial fences around our
farms, it is impossible to make and maintain other per
manent improvements. It is a matter of the first import-
ance so to construct the enclosing barriers—of whatever
material they may be made—that they willnot only be
effective for the present, but substantial and durable—-
therefore economical—as far in the future as possible.
With fences that are intended to grow and live—with
livingfences—the element of time is of vital importance,
very much affecting the operations. Either success or
failure, other conditions being favorable—depends on the
fence being made at the proper time. I propose now to
offer a few remarks on the best time to ditch.

Whenever a ditch bank is built up with sods, of course
the grass roots are severed by the cutting, and the sap
will run out and the roots die back for some distance
from the severed end.

Ifditching be done in the fall, which is generally our
driest season, the roots so cut will wilt and dry, much
further into the sod, than when sap is making and cir-
culating, and the ground more moist. This not being
the season of growth, either for root or blade, of course
no connexion of the sods can be made by the growth of
the roots. On the contrary, their power to extend has
been much reduced by their being cut at a time when
there is comparatively no circulation to repair the wound-
ed parts, aud toots that have been cut off thus in the
fall, willnot be near as vigorous, and consequently will
not couuect the sod so soon as they would have done if
left in possession of their entire channels of circulation ;

for it certainly seems clear that the frost will much more
weaken the rootlets cut off and kill them back nearer to
the stem-root or radicle, than could possibly have hap-
pened had not their life force—the growing power—been
lessened by unseasonable cutting—ditching. This, to-
gether with the fact, that the sod and dirt are not so
plastic, and cannot, therefore, be so well formed— ‘ lick-
ed into shape ’

—seems to be a strong objection to mak-
ing ditch banks in the fall. Moreover, the bank dries a
good deal after, being laid up—notwithstanding it was
dry enough, perhaps too dry before—at this season of
the year, and has to be re-wet before there can be a
chance for the roots to grow in the ensuing spring.
There are apparently serious obstacles to making perma-
nent fence by ditehiug in the fall or autumn.

Ditching in the season of haying and harvest is of
course not to be thought of seriously. Late spring and
early summer are to be preferred to the fall for laying
up sod, because there is at least some chance for the cir-
culating sap to heal the severed roots—and thus pre-
cludes their being killed back by the drouth and frost of
late fall and winter. In a comparatively moist season
like the present this will hold good, at any rate, though
it might not, if the season were dry from the middle of
June forward. The comparative disadvantage of ditch-
ing in early summer, as compared with early spring, is,
that after summer has set in, the lift of the future fence
—the roots and stems in the sod—have made more ihan
half their growth, and the small proportion of
growth they can therefore make, after being laid up, will
not half so well connect tbe sods, nor give half so much
fixedness to the fence, and power of resistence to either
frost or drouth, as in the case of nearly the whole annual
growth of roots taking place after, iustead of before, the
laving up. This would especially be true, on high
marsh, or wherever the banks drain quickly and in dry-
seasons. Better far have less ditching done in any one
year, than have much imperfectly done, or botched;
thus destroying the material that, properly used, would
suffice to make durable fence, instead of one requiring
annual repairing, and never worth the cost—aside from
the cost of repairing, after so made.

The only objection that appears to ditching in early
spring is—and this holds of wet situations ouiy—that it
is cold and uncomfortable for the operator. Surely this
may be ea-ily overcome by the use of waterproof boots,
—very commonly worn in England—and of course eas-
ily made to order by those who understand their trade.
With the exception of this slight objection—the advan-
tages of ditching soon after the frost is out of the grouud
in spring as possible—rather thau at any oth. r season
arc manifest. For first, the material used is plastic, and
can be formed us required, according as it is destined,
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either ns a bunk for a hedge or a sod fence—with great-
er facility than with ob.-tucle long grass, in drouth.
Second, the hank gets well matted together by the fall
annual growth of roots, thus cementing, as it were, sod
to sod, and, with the settling, making the whole one
continuous back-bone of bank j and, third, the growth
of grass secured by early ditching, prevents the hawk
drying by evaporation in the summer and autumn, thus
giving life, toughness and solidity the season of making,
und retaining moisture enough in the embankment, to
secure an early and vigorous start the ensuing spring.
—fNortbwestern Farmer.

Itch for scandal.

possession of his favorite reireat. The cattle continued
to die; the seal was again committed to the deep at a

greater distance. On the second evening the servant
was raking the kitchen fire, she beard a scratching at
the door; she opened it, and in came the seal. Ituttered
a peculiar cry, expressive of delight, at finding itself
once more at home; and, stretching itself on the hearth,
fell into a sound sleep. The old hag was again consult-
ed. She said it would be unlucky to kill the animal,
but advised that it*eyes should be put out, and then
thrown into the sea. The deluded wretch listened to

the barbarous suggestion, snd the innocent creature was
deprived of its sight; and a third time, writhing in
agony, was carried beyond Clare Island, and thrown
into the sea. On the eighth night after the harmless
seal had been devoted the Atlantic, it blew a tremendous
gale. In pauses of the storm a wailing noise was at
times faintly heard at the door, which the servant con-
cluded to be the banshee (the harbinger of death in a

family.) The next morning when the door was open-
ed, the seal was found dead on the threshold.’

Cutaneous eruptious indicate that the system is in-
ternally diseased The prurient curiosity and passion
for scandal and bloody news, prevalent in our day, are
serious morbid symptoms. They testify to deep con-
stitutional maladies in the body politic and ecclesiastic.
They show that mental attention is diverted from the
centre to the surface. The love of the startling, the hor-
rible and the criminal is immensely stimulated by the
daily and weekly press. Society begins, like the old
lady, to overcome its scrupk‘3, and ‘relish its murders.’
Magazine literature has one stock in trade, which is fun,
another stock in trade, which is blood, and between the
two the public interest oscillates. When it cannot
breakfast on au accident, it calls for a joke. When it is
denied a pun it clamors for a shipwreck or riot. The
truth is, we are victims of gossip. News has caught
the hydrophopia. Newspapers are bundles of scandal,
and a disgusting publicity is carried into the sanctities
of home and the privacies of daily life. The Athenian
passion for news has passed beyond the bounds of a
single city, and has become the morbid appetite of the
civillized world.

Let u& concede that it is well to know the great facts
of society Grant that wc are learning the natural his-
tory of man when we record his acts of every day,
good or ill, as exhibited on the vast scale of cities and
continents. The elopement, the murder, the mob, the
accident, are significant hints of the sort of creature
that calls himself lord of this lower world. But what
we remonstrate against as morbid and demoralizing is,
the custom so common of goiug into all the vile details,
and daguerreotyping to the life the wound, blood, lust,
or villany. Give the facts of the trial, but let the thou-
sand disgusting particulars go. Some things are too
bad to be published, and some that are not too bad are
too abominably foolish to be entitled to that honor.
Record if you please, the murder, the riot, the explosion,
the forgery, but let not the journalist inflame or corrupt
a hundred thousand minds by putting in every word,
image, inuendo, or oath, with which they may be garn-
ished. We shall begin to think that stenography is
amenable at the bar of public morals. What, for ex-
ample, could those staid Scots have been thinking of,
when they poured out all that more than French corre-
spondence of Madeline Smith lately tried for murdering
her lover, in Glasgow, to the inspection of the world r
Trials as well as executions might better have, if that
is the cue, only a select audience of spectators.

We seriously object to the publication of a weekly
list of failures. For it pampers the lust of scandal.
It gives opportunity for hate and malice to wound with
a blow that cannot be healed. It is not unfrcquently
proved defective or premature; and while it may have
some plausible excuses, as practised here and in Eng-
land, it has more substantial and fatal objections.

But the worst of all is, what Addison calls ‘ Gospel
gossip.’ Here the tongue is ‘an unruly evil, full of
deadly poison.’ How many of the difficulties of par-
ishes, the frequent changes in the ministry, and the
small earthquakes in choir and church, arc due to ears
itching for some scandal, and tongues but too nimble to
join in the unholy alliance ! The cases of chnrch disci-
pline, so-called, are frequently nothing more than in-
stances of the sacrifice of character and reputation at the
shrine of gossipry.

We hare one general rule in publication. Proclaim
the good and let evil die. We do not wish to rake over
the kennel or stir the fetid pool. We would not bring
tainted joints of meat and rotten vegetables to our din-
ner tables, and we ought just as little serve np to onr
readers all the loathsome, wicked and pestilential matter
with which journaldom reeks. We do not require to
be told every morning that man is weak, is vile, that so-
ciety is out of joint; but conceding all that, and writ-
ing the world as base and corrupt as you please, let ns
give the hopeful, s uad side, for there is one. By the
present custom evil begets evil, murder suggests mur-
der, suicide multiplies suicide, especially when the in-
flammatory details are all given in the most vivid col-
ors. ‘Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with
good.’—[Christian Inquirer.

Winnebago Reservation.
Some one has been hoaxing the eastern papers into

the belief that the U. S. Government has recently sold
the Wiunebago Reservation in this Territory. The story
doubtless originated at the sale by private hands of the
•Long Prairie’ and ‘ Watab Prairie’ farms, formerly
occupied by the Winnebago missionaries, teachers, and
traders, and which were sold at auction over two years
since for about $12,000, and have subsequently, doubt-
less, beeu sold to eastern speculators for about §40,000,
who will probably make a good ‘ spec ’ out of it.

The farms alluded to are about 60 miles north west

from St. Cloud, while the ‘ Reservation ’ to which the
Winnebagos were removed iu ’5Mi«
107, North, Ranges 24, 25, 26, and 57 WeStjJn Blue
Barth and Waseca counties, and contains some 20U,000
acres of as valuable laud as exists in Southern iMFlute <
aota. If brought to the hammer, it would bring $2.5v
to $3.00 per acre.

The Government has not given any such speculation
to any one, as has beeu reported in the eastern papers.
On this Reservation there are about 3000 Winnebagos,
engaged in peaceable pursuits, some of them learning the
art ofcivilization through their missionaries and teachers,
and we are assured that in case aDy difficulty arises
with the Sioux on the borders they will assist the whites
to defend their homes Indeed oue of their braves aid-
ed in capturing the famous ‘Black Hawk,’ and it is
gratifying to know that their intentions at least are
peaceable.— Winona Republican.

How to Detect a good Milch Cow.
M. Guenon, a French writer, has discovered certain

indications which he claims to determine the milkiDg
qualities of cows. This he calls ‘ escutcheons,’ being
the hair which grows upwards, (contrary to the general
rule, on the udder, thighs and hinder part of the body.)
It is easy to distinguish the escntcheon by the upward
direction of the hair that forms them.

In a London dairy, belonging to Mr. Riggs, 31 Edge-
ware road, where about four hundred cows are kept, and
where nine tenths of them are far above average milk-
ers, the development or upward growth of the hair on
the posterior part of the udder, thighs and perineum,
was too remarkable to be accounted for by accidental
causes. As well might it be said that all other tests,
such as length of bead, softness, and flexibility of skin,
and wide quarters, were accidental, and had no reference
to the milking properties of a cow. When a phenome-
non presents itself ovtr and over again, accompanied in
a majority of cases .by certain results, we may be certain
that it is not accidental, but natural; and while we may
be unable to aocoant for these results, it is neither phi-
losophical or prudent, to deny or ignore the connection
between the oue and the other, and thus to forfeit the
advantages whioh the fact itself is always calculated to
afford/

The nabltu of the Seal.

Habits at tbe Mule, »

He is not so apt to ran as the horse, but more apt to
kiok, tii: until broken. The mule is fond of company,
is decidedly gregarious, and his attachments are quite as
strong when ouce formed as those of the horse. It is
almost impossible to confine one away from an associate.
He willclimb over the trace ifpracticable like a dog,
or if more practicable, creep through a crack, or worm
himself under a pig. An acquaintance of mine
told me once in the habit of working a pair
together* JWit on one oocasion wishing to use but one, he
confined tho other in a close stable, where as he thought
he wonld be compelled to remain. But on bis return,
he fbnnd to his astonishment, that the perverse beast
had asosnded into the bay loft, whieh enterprising feat
it had accomplished by first getting into the trough,
thsnee through the hole left for throwing the hay into
the manger. The cirenmstanoe forcibly reminded him
of the faot that the

4 Beat laid schemes of mice and men,
Aft gang aglee.'

And at the same time convinced him that if persever-
ance willnot overcome all things, it will at least sur-
mount a great many seemingly uosurmonutable obstacles.

The seal is endowed with a remarkably powerful bruin
development, aud is gifted with an amount of sagacity
which entitles him to take high rank even among domes*
tic animals. He is easily tamed, and evinces a degree
of attachment in domestication, second only to man’s
most faithful friend, the dog. This is noticed by Pliny;
and Cuvier describes one displaying much intelligence,
and performing many tricks. Thus when desired to raise
himself on his extremity, and to take a staff between his
flippers, like a sentinel, he obeyed tie word of command;
he would also lie down on his right side, or on his left,
as directed, or tumble head over heels. Ho gave a
flipper as a dog gives a paw, and protruded his lips for
a kiss. This attachment to their masters, and particu-
larly to those who are in the habit of feeding them, may
have been observed by the pleasing instance of the late
seal in the Regent's Park Zoological Gardens, which, as
many of our readers may have remarked, evinced a re-
markable degree of activity and sense when the keeper
was in sight But probably tbe most convincing, as it
certainly is the most affecting story of tbe domestic na-
ture and attachment of tbe Fhoco vitulina , or common
seal, is the following story, which is well authentica-
ted :—

< A young seal was domesticated in tbe house
of a fanner near the sea shore in Ireland. It grew
anacc; its habits were innocent and gentle; it played
with the children, was familiar with servants and at-
tached to the house and family. In summer its delight
was to bask in the sun ; in winter to lie before the fire;
or, if permitted, to creep into a large oven—the com-
mon appendage to an Irish kitchen. A particular dis-
ease attacked the black cattle, many of which died. An
old hag persuaded the credulous owner that the mortal-
ity among his cattle, was owing to his retaining about
his house an unclean beast—-the harmless and amusing
seal—aud that it should be got nd of. The supersti-
tious niuu caused the poor creature to be carried in a
boat beycnl Clare Island, and tbrowu into the sea. The
next morning the seal was found quietly sleeping in the
oven, lie had crept through an open window and taken

What Causes tbe Gulf stream.
Mr. S. Shoales, an experienced navigator gives it as

his opinion that the waters of the Gulf stream are
nothing but the waters of the Amazon. He says this
mighty, stream is added a thousand miles immediately
under the Equator, and all its tributary streams are con-
stantly pouring their hot water into this mighty reser-
voir. As these are waters gathered in nnder the burning
sun of the Equater, it is extremely warm; far more so
than the waters of the Atlanta into which it. floats
The Amaxon is sixty miles wide at its mouth, and shoots
its heated waters for more than a* hundred miles into
the Atlantic with irresistible force, in the face of the
eternal trade winds, and then enrves off to the left, and
sends off with great force along the Northern coast of
South America, to the leeward of the West India Is-
lands, leaves the shore’ to Cuba and proceeds along
the shore of Florida, the capes of Virginia, and .the
coast of North America, ends among the iceburgs which
float out of the Northern Ocean. He says seaman' e*n
always tell when they are in or out this stream by
dipping their hands in the water, which is always
warm, and no storm, from what direction it may blow,
can change its irresistible power and course. He also
thinks that but for this body of warm water,, and the
foroe of its current, it would not he long before the
North Atlantio would be filled with floating iceburgs
dangerous to navigation. VVJ . ..

Sowing several varieties of wheat together is highly
recommended in Francs, where it has proved, that the
product is hugely increased,

. . v .


