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MEETING OF
ELECTORS

Cast Their Ballots for Repub-
liean Candidates.

Last Monday the members of the
Electoral College met at the respec-
tive capitals of the states of this
Union and voted for a president and
vice president, which was in favor of
William McKinley and Theodore
Roosevelt. It was then that the
above gentlemen were elected to the
high offices, which they willfillfor
the next four years, and not Novem-
ber 7, as is generally supposed by the
average voter. Though the election
in November would seem to indicate
that the president and vice president
of the United States were then
chosen, such is not true. When such
electors are elected in November by
the people, it doesn't necessarily fol-
low that those electors are compelled
to vote for the president and vice
president of the United States that
the people have seemingly elected.

. The presidential electors elected
on what wa.s known as the
McKinley Republican ticket last No-
vember, could have as legally met
and cast their votes and elected Will-
iam Jennings Bryan or any other
citizen eligible to the presidency of
the United States as William Mc-
Kinley, and no courts could have de-
clared against such a proceeidng.

The founder? of this republic
seem to have been directed by a mas-
ter hand when they framed the con-
stitution of the United States and
made it a republic of the people, bj
the people and for the people, and
yet at the same time arranged a saf-
ety valve, as it were, to protect the
citizen and the government from
overr acts that the citizen, either in
whole or in part, might commit un-
der an excitement of the moment.
The voters might have elected at
their last general election some man
who would, between the time of elec-
tion and the time of taking the oath
of office, proven to be not only a
vicious man, but a dangerous char-
acter to put in charge of the reins of
this government. To prevent such
a calamity the framers of the consti-
tution created an electoral college,
with the view that such college be
made up of the leading and best citi-
zens of each of the states, and that in
case of such an emergency these men
would rise ap with all their American
manhood and turn aside the appar-
ently successful candidate at the No-
vember polls, should such candidate
prove himself to be unworthy of the
presidency of the United States, and
elect a different man, even one that
had not been spoken of in connection
with the presidency.

Such a precedent has never yet
been found necessary, and was only
talked of in one instance since the
founding of this government, and I

this was in 1880, when James A. Gar-i
field was elected to the presidency,
having been nominated by the Be-
publican convention after one of the
bitterest and most pronounced fac-
tional fights that was ever waged in
a Eepublican convention, owing to
the fact that 30G of the delegates
stood out for a number of days for
the nomination of ex-President U. S.
Grant against the famour John Sher-
man, James G. Blame and oth-
ers. After the election was over and
Garfield electors won by an over-
whelming majority, the friends of
Grant stillclung to the idea of trying
to make him the next president, and
it was suggested to them by the solid
South that if enough of them from
the North could be induced to leave
Mr. Garfield the solid South would
vote with them and elect XJ. S. Grant
president instead of Garfield, who
had apparently been elected by an
overwhelming majority at the polls
at the Xovember election. This pro-
ject was widely discussed, both in the
pulpit and the press, and it was final-
ly submitted to some of the best legal
talent in the United States, and it
was declared that the electors had a

:perfect right to vote for whatever
man they bo desired, providing such
man was eligible to the presidency.
jThe matter, however, did not culmi-
nate into an open revolt, as the Re-
publican members, who were pledged
to the support of Uartield, though
they were friendly to (Jrant, would
not break away and betray the trust
imposed in them. A precedent, had
never been set, and they did not pro-
pose to set a precedent, which will
doubtless be true of the members of
all succeeding electoral colleges.
American citizens will not betray
their trust so flagrantly as that, to be
nominated and elected to support one
man, and then after they have been
elected support another, notwith-
standing the fact that they have a
perfect right to do so.

The United States, as' it begins the
twentieth century, is to have a pro-
gressive Republican government in
all of its forms—executive, legislative
and judicial. The next president and
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vice president will both be Repubii-j
can, both branches of congress will
be overwhelmingly Republican, and
the majority of the members of the
supreme court will likewise be Re-
publican, all of which is a most favor-
able omen for the prosperity of the
country during the ensuing century;
for it must be admitted that under
Republican rule the United States
government has prospered financial-
ly and otherwise to a greater extent
than under that of any other distinct
political element that has ever ruled
its affairs. In 18% Mr. McKinley
was elected to the presidency after a
most memorable campaign of educa-
tion had been fought, and when he
entered the office the financial condi-
tion of the country was in a most de-
plorable state, but after four years
[directing the affairs of the govern-
ment, in 1900 the country was in a
prosperous condition, and though the
[same campaign of education by the

same man and men was again at-

tempted in order to draw the voters
from the support of the Republican
party, Mr. McKinley, as the standard
bearer of the great party, was once
more triumphantly elected to succeed
himself, and thus saved the United
States from beginning a new century
in a political muddle, such as the
election of William, Jennings Bryan
would have proven.

The above familiar faces to the
citizens of the state of Washington
met, as did the electors of the other
states of the Union, last Monday and
cast their votes for their choice for
the presidency, which was William
McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt
for president and vice president. The
vote being taken was sealed and sent
on to Washington by one of the elect-
ors chosen by the entire membership,
and that honor was conferred upon
the Hon. Charles Sweeney, of Spo-
kane, Washington, who will deliver
the vote of the state of Washington
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for president and vice president to
the secretary of the house of repre-
sentatives, which body will meet at
a later date and canvass the result of
the election and declare the success-
ful candidates for the presidency and
vice presidency.

l>ut once in the history of this gov-
ernment has the Electoral College
failed to elect a president, which was
in 1824, when congress found on can-
vassing the vote that no one had re-
ceived a majority of the votes cast,

whereupon the lower house of con-
gress, according to the constitution,
proceeded to choose a president, and
John Quincy Adams was selected.
The strength of the Electoral College
since 1788 is herewith given, which
shows how rapidly the United States
has grown since it first declared its
independence in 1776: 1788, 91;

1792, 132; 1796, 140; 1800, 138;
1804, 176; 1808, 175; 1812, 218;
1816, 221; 1820, 234.; 1824, 262;
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1828,, 261; 1832, 286; 183G, 294;
1840, 294; 1844, 275; 1848, 314;
1868; 317; 1872, 36(5; 1876, 269:
1884, 401; 1888, 401; 1892, 444;
1896; 447; 1900,447.

The presidential vote of 1900 was
as fellows: McKinley, 7,217,677;
Bryan, 6,357,883; Prohibitionists,
Woolley, 207,363; Social Democrats,
Debs, 94,552; Middle-of-the-Roaders,
Barker, 50,188; Social Labor, Mal-
ioney, 33,450; National Reform,
Ellis, 5,698; United Christian, Leon-
ard, 518; total vote, 13,967,334.

Mis. Con. A. Rideout is still ser-
iously illat the Providence Hospital,
bin somewhat improved from what
she was a week ago.

Mrs. P. F. Keeble and her daugh-
ter. Miss Ethel, of Tacoma, are vis-
iting in the city this week, and it is
reported that they may make their
home in Seattle.

Rev. (J. A. Bailey, of Tacoma, was

among the visitors to the Queen City
this week, and was the guest of Mrs.
Elizabeth Anderson.

PASSING
EVENTS

The Jones street A. M. E. church
is still without a pastor, Rev. C. C.
Holford, who went to California
some weeks ago having not returned
as yet. It is still reported on the
streets that Mr. Holford willnot re-
turn and that he left the church in
a had financial condition.

Of Men and Things Through-
out the World.

Mr. R. C. Logan, a member of the
Colored Aristocracy, who has been
playing at the Grand for the past
week, is a singer of rare ability, and
it has been frequently said by the-
ater goers during the past week that
he will by perseverance soon l)e an
American star in the theater-going
world.

For Rent—Two pleasant furnish-
ed rooms, for one or two gentlemen,
or man and wife; use of kitchen.
2018 Eighth avenue.

The supposed prehistoric wall
which is located in Southwestern
Mississippi, a full account of which
was found in the Post-Intelligencer
last Sunday, was, a most remarkable
discovery and certainly bears the ear-
marks of having been erected many
centuries ago. The editor of this
paper having been born only seven
miles from where the wall was first
discovered, remembers very distinctly
some twenty years ago, when it was
first unearthed by a number of col-
ored laborers of that section. The
affair was reported to a number of
white citizens and they examined its
structure very carefully, and reported
same to the weekly papers of that
county and the authorities of the
state. It was discussed quite gener-
ally in the immediate neighborhood
and for a few miles thereabouts, but
nothing save neighborhood gossip
ever came of the affair, and aside
from being used as a quarry it was
never talked of except by the super-
stitious. The superstitious among
the whites and blacks 1 made peculiar
comment about it, and in many in-
stances their comment was not only
laughable, but showed to what ex-
tent superstition was cultivated
among the inhabitants of that coun-
ty. Among some it was said to be
the exact spot of the Garden of Eden,
and that the exposed masonry was a
part of the wall which surrounded it.
This was so commonly believed that
a number of the old colored folk fre-
quently declared they had heard most
awful rambling sounds while at-
tempting to enter the excavations.
Once a couple of young colored boys
were hunting and sat down at the
mouth of one of the caverns, and
were frightened beyond measure at
the strange sounds and voices which
they declared they heard coming
from the entrance to the wall. So
badly frightened were they that they
fled for their lives, leaving their guns
and game behind them. Others de-
clared that it was the famous resting
place of Xoah's ark, notwithstanding
the fact that the Bible declares the
ark rested on the top of Mount Arra-
rat, and they were strengthened in
that belief because they declared
they had heard rumblings and voices
of a superhuman sound coming from
the direction of the exposed wall,
and explained it by saying it was the
animals which had been taken into
the ark and preserved while the great
flood which devastated the world
lasted; they also said they had seen
strange visions at night thereabouts.
Whatever it was, it certainly created
considerable local talk, and neither
white nor black citizens would ven-
ture that way after night for fear
they would be frightened out of their
lives by the strange visions that
were said to be seen at all times in
that neighborhood.

BRAXDYWIXE BULLDOZERS.
Brandywine, Claybourne county, i

a most remarkable community, not
only from the fact that a prehistoric
wall, supposed to have been built
centuries ago in that vicinity, but
also remarkable from the fact that
it is one of the thickly populated set-
tlements of that county, and is in-
habited by some of the most daring
desperadoes that Mississippi ever pos-
sessed, and that is saying a good deal.
For years it wa a hotbed for highway
robberies and guerrillas after the
war: it was a wild, weird and woody
district, where the horsethief, high-
wayman and murderer flourished to
an alarming extent. It gots its name
from the fact of its being the center
of a great moonshining industry,
where liquors and wines were distill-
ed contrary to the United States
revenue laws 'by the residents there-
of. Later, when those evils were to

.-ome extent uprooted and the citi-
zens partially civilized, so to speak,
and the criminals either driven out
or killed, Brandywine became one of
the greatest political hotbeds for De-
mocracy in the state of Mississippi.
Throughout the United States the
"Brandywine Bulldozers" were
known to all politicians. Perhaps
the Brandywine Bulldozers killed
more Xegroe*, whitecapped more:
and drove more from their homes
than any other organization in any
other community in the South.
For a man to declare that he was a
Brandywine Bulldozer at the time
of the Republican overthrow in 1875
among a number of Negroes would
create a panic among them, and they
would flee from him as from a devil
or demon; and this prehistoric wall
that is spoken of is not more than a
half dozen miles from Sixteen Sec-
tion, where the Brandywine Bulldoz-
ers, murderers and whitecappers met
to plan and execute the overthrow of
Republicanism not only in Clay-
bourne county, but in the entire
state. Their organization would
travel to different parts of the state,
each member dressed in their
flaming red suits with their carbines
and bowie knives, and they presented
a most intimidating sight to the al-
ready intimidated Xegro who wanted
to vote a Republican ticket.

BIOH IX IXDIAXRELICS.
Xo state in the union is richer in

Indian relics than is Mississippi. All
over the state Indian mounds can
be found, which, if unearthed, some
rare Indian relic is always found.
The boys find the Indian flints, ar-
row heads and other relics as they
play among the streams and over the
hills and vales. Brandywine, where
the prehistoric wall is said to exist,
is not over thirty miles from Xatchez,
Miss., where the Xatchez Indian head-
quarters was found when the state of
Mississippi was first discovered, and
these Indians had regular traces
across the state, running to Ken- ~

tucky, Alabama and Georgia, which
traces or highways still exist and arc
traveled by the latter-day civiliation
of that section of the United States.
Most of the cities and towns in the
various counties of Mississippi are
named after cither some famous In-
dian tribe or some famous member of
such tribe. The city of Natchez took
the name of the Indian tribe which
originally lived where the city is now
located. The state of Washington it-
self lias no more towns, localities or
rivers bearing Indian names than has
the state of Mississippi. The wall
that has been found near Brandy-
wine, however, is not supposed to be
an Indian relic, but a relic of a race
who lived in antedeluvian days, and
who antedated even the Mound
Builders many centuries, relics of
which are so frequently found in
Mississippi

JOHN F. FEE DEAD.
But twelve days after the century

opens one of the most remarkable
men of the nineteenth century passes
away in the person of Mr. John F.
Fee, the founder of Berea College, in
Kentucky. This famous abolitionist,
who devoted his entire life to the
emancipation of the Xegro, and who,
after succeeding in emancipating
him, founded a college in the heart
of former slaverydom for the educa-
tion of the youths of the emancipated
Xegro and the white youths on equal
footings, in the same halls and at the
same table.

When Mr. Fee first opened the col-
lege such was considered foolhardy
on his part even by those persons in
the Xorth who had fought the hard-
est for the emancipation of the Xe-

-1 gro. They thought it utterly impos-
sible that the coeducation of the
'races would be tolerated in the
Southern states, but it was done, it is
being done, and successfully done,
and no college in the country has a
higher educational standing than has
Berea College, Kentucky, and from
its halls some of the leading men of

, the United States, both white and
black, have been sent out. Doubtless

, it was the influence of this college
that has made Kentucky something
of a paradise for the XTegro and has

[Continued on Fourth Page.]


