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ITEMS OF
INTEREST

Culled and Collected from
Reliable Sources,

Facts and Figures Concerning Gov-

ernments and Their Progress—

Important Statistical Notes of

Suicides in New York—England

Since 1827.

A railway engine is said to be as
strong as 900 horses.

The river Jordan has its origin in
the largest spring in the world.

. The population of the world in
lißo4 was 640,000,000, while it is
now 1,500,000,000.

There are no fewer than 11,000
rooms in the papal palace at Rome,
and many of them never receive a
ray of sunlight.

A manufacturer, who has made
considerable study of the needle mn-
cbine, declares that one machine can
turn out 1,500,000 needles in a week.

The Salvation Army of the
United' States, which is doing so
much ndividual good for fallen hu-
manity, has an army of 7(55 corps,
with 2,5;53 different officers.

For the year 1900 it is shown from
an agricultural report that the corn,
wMea'f," rye, oats, barley, buckwheat,
potatoes, hay and cotton produced
in the United States had a farm val-
ue of $2,275,110,372.

In 1830 there were but 300 miles
of railway in the world, which was
valued at $1,981,000. In 1898 the
railroads of the world aggregated
412,200 miles, and valued at $19,-
--915,000,000.

The interchange of commodities
throughout the commercial world
at the beginning of the nineteenth
century was estimated at $1,500,-
--000,000; at the close of the century
it was valued at $20,000,000,000.

The old-timeprinters of Chicago
held a banquet last Thursday, Jan-
uary 17th, which was madeup of all
of the old printers and publisher- of
Chicago of fifty years back, as well
as -a number of old hand printers
w\£> worked on the daily papers un-
til -they were superseded by the lino-
type machines.

Italians emigrating to this coun-
try are rapidly going South, as they
are developing into very successful
cotton pickers. Their fingers are
said to be nimble, and for this rea-
son they can snatch the fleecy locks
with equal rapidity to the Negro,
and it is thought by the planters
that they will l>e successful compet-
itors in the cotton fields with the
colored folks in the very near fu-
ture.

The Georgia legislature has re-
fused to raise the age of consent on
the part of little girls from that of
ten years of age. In other words,
the legislators of that state want it
understood that they believe that
girls, who have reached the age of
ten, are quite capable of taking care
of themselves even among the low-
est and most vicious criminal classes.
Such "white superiority" seems to
be badly tinged with inferior breed-
ing.

During the civil war the United
States government purchased on an
average of 500 horses and mules ev-
ery day, or 182,500 a year. During
the last ten months of the war the
government purchased 20,714 artil-
lery horses. 58,818 mules and 141,-
--632 cavalry horses. During the en-
tire year the government purchased
twenty-three million bushels of
corn, seventy-eight million bushels
of oats, one million five hundred
thousand tons of hay for the horses
and mules, all of which came from
the farmers of the Northern states.

Evidently the citizens of Great
Britain are not very well pleased
with their native land, for, accord-
ing to reports, that government loses
180 persons every day from emigra-
tion.

According to the census reports,
Dee Moines, lowa, has more horses
in comparison with her population
than any other city or town in the
United States, having one horse for
every ten persons.

The reason why no two human
voices are alike lies in the fact that
the human voice can produce seven-
teen trillions, five hundred and nine-
ty-two billions, one hundred and
eighty-six millions, forty-four thou-
sand, four hundred and fifteen dif-
ferent sounds, (17,592,186,044,115).
. Kipling's "Absent-Minded Beg-
gar" has netted the author $485,-
--000, and the entire amount has been
donated by him to the families of
the British soldiers who are fighting
in South Africa. Each line of the
poem has thus far brought in $10,-
--000, which breaks the record for
poetic value.

When (}ov. Richard Yates, of Illi-
nois, was inaugurated in 1861, that
state had a population of but 1.711,-
--753 and a total vote of but 330,403.
Forty years from that time and at
the inauguration of the present Gov.
Yates, the population of Illinois
had increased to 4,821, and her
voters to 1,131,897.

There is quite a decided move on
the part of congress to create a new
national park in Colorado, and the
district which it hopes to convert
into a national park.is about twenty
miles square, two-thirds of which is
in the Yutc reservation, and is said
to include a portion of the district
where once the cliff dwellers were
to be found in great numbers.

In the sixty-two years between
1837 and 1898^ there .were issued in
the United States 023,535 patent
rights, and the patent office has re-
ceived more than $40,000,000 in
fees. Some 20,000 different patents
have been granted on carriages, some
18,000 on stoves and furnaces, some
20,000 on lamps, gas fixtures and
harvesters, boots and shoes, and re-
ceptacles for storing.

Ifthe United States adopts an in-
vention recently patenter by a Nor-
wegian there willbe no need of the
government making stamps for let-
ters to be mailed. lie has patented
a machine which, when a penny has
been dropped in the slot, will re-
ceive a letter and mark it paid, there-
by avoiding the sender the unneces-
sary trouble of having to go to the
postofh'ec for a stamp. -

In the defeat of Senator Win. E.
Chandler, of Massachusetts, it is
said that history has repeated itself.
Some forty years ago, Mr. Chandler,
then a young and vigorous Repub-
lican politician, headed a .political
revolt in the Republican party
against the re-election of Hon. John
P. Hale, for the United States sen-
atorship. The young Republicans
were successful, and Mr. Chandler
himself was elected senator to suc-
ceed Senator Hale. Xow the young
Republicans of the State have re-
volted against the continuous hold-
ing of office on the part of Mr.
Chandler, and be has been over-
thrown just as was Senator Hale. •

During the year 1900 there were
reported 594 suicides in Xew York
city. Of those, 459 were males and
135 females. The methods by which
self-murder was effected were as fol-
lows: Shooting, 211—198 males, 13
females; poison., 190—115 males, 75
females; gas, 50—30 males, 14 fe-
males; hanging. 43—34 males, 9 fe-
males; drowning, 37—27 males, 10
females; cuts and stabs, 31 —26 males.
5 female-: leaps, 13—8 males, 5 fe-
males; other methods. 11—7 males
and 4 females: not stated, 8 males.
In Xew-York city from 1887 to 1896
inclusive, 2,242 abortive attempts
at suicide were reported by the po-
lice, and 2,902 successful ' suicides.
In Philadelphia during the years
1891 to 1898 inclusive, .952 vain at-
tempts at suicide were reported by
the police, and 981 successful . cni-
cides. ' • ••'\u25a0' :•. \u25a0

ENGLAND
MOURNING

Death of Her Good Queen
Victoria.

After a Continuous Reign of Sixty-
Three Years She Peacefully

Passed Away Last Tuesday— She

Was the World's Ideal Royal

Ruler of All Ages.

In the death of Queen Victoria
the world loses il> ideal royal ruler.
It can be truthfully said that no
sovereign ever swayed the scepter of
an imperial government in Europe
with such singular success as did
Queen Victoria from the time she'
first ascended the throne until her
death. She wa.- the embodiment of
all that was good, noble and inspir-
ing. She was a ruler with the stamp
of heaven imprinted on her heart,
and the well wishes of her subjects
always her highest aim in life.
No wonder that every person that
has ever acknowledged the sove-
reignty of England bitterly mourn-
ed the death of Queen Victoria, for
the citizens of every civilized coun-
try in the world mourn with equal
earnestness at the death of this
most noble woman. For sixty-three
years she directed the destinies of
the Knglish government, on whose
possessions the sun never sets, and
has done so with a most remarkable
degree of public harmony. Though
there haw been occasional foreign
wars during her long reign, no civil
.-trife or revolution within her do-
main has occurred since she was
first declared the queen of the Eng-
lish government in 1837, when a
mere girl 18 years of age. (Jraeious-

ness as well as goodness has been the
chief characteristics of her ruling
power, and her subjects far and near
always felt that they had a friend
at court when the eye and ear of
good Queen Victoria could be ap-
pealed to by them. She'died last
Tuesday in her 82nd year, and as

soon as the sad event had been
chronicled, all over the world the
flags of every nation were half-mast-
ed in respect for here memory.
Queen Victoria was the mother of
nine children, and her oldest son,

Albert Kdward, will succeed her as
king of the English possessions.
She has undoubtedly had the most
remarkable career of any human
being that was ever made ruler over
any government. Respected by all
nations, honored by all manner of
men and loved by all the world, she
will live in history until is no more.
It is very doubtful whether the
twentieth century can produce a
ruler equal in every respect to this
most remarkable woman, who lived
pretty nearly through the entire
nineteenth century and passad away
at the beginning of the twentieth.
Long live the memory of good Queen
Victoria.

SEATTLE HOI SE MOIRXS. ,
It was a rather appreciative stroke

of policy on the part of the man-
ager of the Mutual Life Insurance
Comapny, Mr. Sherwood (Jillespie,
of ithis city, to order the entire
building draped in deep mourning
.is Boon as the queen's death had
been publicly announced. '"Our
company." said Mr. Gillespie, "does
not center in England, nor has it
any Knglish connections, but this
has been done solely in appreciative
sympathy and respect for the loss
of a noble ruler of a friendly nation.
The first signs of mourning had not
been on the building over thirty
minutes before a hundred messages
had been received at my office
thanking me for the mark of respect
that I had shown over the death of
the queen." There are quite a
number of English subjects and ex-

subjects in this section of the United
States, who have temporarily severed
their connection with the mother
country, nevertheless, they still
love and revere the queen, and, in a
way. are quite loyal to her, and now
that she is no more, they revere her
memory all the more and appreciate
any signs of respect of her memory
shown on the part of Americans, in
whose midst they have settled and
with whose business life they have
identified themselves. England has
always shown marked respect over
the death of our distinguished men,

and it is nothing more than right
that we do likewise when their ruler
of rulers passes away, and especially
so when such an one is held in as
high esteem all over the English pos
sessions as was Queen Victoria.

KIXG ALBERT EDWARD,

. If current reports be true, it is
rather unfortunate for the English
government that Albert Edward,
better known as the Prince of Wales,
is to be the king of that country.
Much has been said and written
about the escapades of this gentle-
man, and, if the half that has been
said about him be true, he has lived
a life of shame and one that would
make the average American blush
to have laid at the door of a son or
relative. It seemed as through the
Creator had willed it that Queen
toria should live to a ripe old age
in order that this man would not be-
come ruler of the Knglish posses-
sions while he was sowing his wild
oats, lest something befall the good
work that she has been doing for so
many years. The new king is now
60 years of age, and, if he should live
to the age of his mother, he has only |
twenty odd years to rule. It is said,
however, that the Prince of Wales
has reformed to some extent and i«
a much .better man at present than
he was some few years ago, and that
he will prove a very efficient a- well
as able ruler of the I^nglish posses-
sions. He is what has been com-
monly known as an English snob,
the leader of certain social circles.!
and a gentleman of leisure, whose \
idle moments were spent more in
licentiousness than in the up-build-
ing of the government. In spite of
these damaging accusations against
him, still he is much loved by all
true Englishmen, both at home and j
abroad.

Though some years ago England
repealed her law for imprisonment
for debts, nevertheless, persons ow-
ing debts in England and refusing
to pay the same are still liable to
be imprisoned as common convicts,

compelled to wear prison garb, and
act in every respect as prison crim-
inals for the same. A debtor is ar-
raigned in cotirt and the judge or-
ders him to-pay a certain sum of
money to his creditor; in case he
fails so to do, he is re-arraigned and
sent to prison for contempt of court
and is there confined until he either
works out or pays the sum he was
ordered to pay by the judge.

In 1837 the population of Eng-
land and Wales was 15,000,000; it
is now 40,000,000. The population
of Scotland in 1837 was 2,700,000:
it is now 1,000,000. The population
of Ireland in 1837 was 8.000,000; it
is now only 1.700.000, (are now-
United States policemen). The pop-
ulation in London has increased
from 1837 to 1897 from 1,700,000
to 5,000.000. In the same time Liv-
erpool has grown in population from
200.000 to 600,000, Manchester from
220.000 to 405,000, and Newcastle
from 68,000 to 168,000.

All of the brewers in Lacrosse,
Wisconsin, have combined, and they
now have a capital stock of $1,200.-
--000 for their new concern, and con-
trol the output of a large pereentagc
of all of the beer sent out from that
state.

Although the Mississippi river
has the credit of being the father of
waters, and the longest stream in the
United States, perhaps in America,
nevertheless, it has been recently
discovered that the Missouri is 200
miles longer than the Mississippi.

PHILIPPINE
POSSESSIONS

Accurately Described by a U.
S. Soldier.

Not So Bad as Has Been Pictured
—Islands Capable ofBeing Highly

Developed Commercially, Indus-

trially and Agriculturally^— Cli-

mate Even and Equable.

The following very interesting
communication concerning the Phil-
ippine Islands has been sent to rhi-
office by Mr. E. T. Hogan, a corporal
in the Forty-eighth United States
infantry (colored), who \va.- former-
ly a -bank messenger in Racine, Wis-
consin. He has promised, The Re-
publican other letters along the same
line:

A long time will undoubtedly
elapse before the characters and re-
sources of this archipelago will be
fully known. My own opportunities
for gathering information have been
excellent. As my regiment is
stretched to- cover the northern de-
partment of Luzon and each bat-
talion has its headquarters subject
to order per telegraphic instructions.
! have been assisting the commis-
sary officer in purchasing the fresh
beef, which necessitates my taking
extra trips to the different provinces
for the purchase of same.

In the Island of Panaj I spent
three weeks and two weeks in the
Isle de Xegros, where T visited the
town of Iloilo. on Panay, and stud-
ied and examined the environs of
the town of Jolo and Yisugbu Lian.
[ derived nrraeh information from
natives as to the localities T was un-
able to reach. Invariably one of
the first questions people ask about
.the Philippines is about the climate.
When in San Francisco. CaL, pre-
vious to my embarkation, I learned
from various ex-soldiers and sojourn-
ers in tho archipelago, many differ-
ent opinions on this subject, which.
however, is not a matter of opinion.
but of record. The climate of Man-
ila is almost identical with that of
Kingston, Jamaica. It seems less
uncomfortable to most people than
.July and August in Chicago, because
the climate is a very equable one.
There are no sudden changes to fear,
and you can and do dress habitually
in the lightest of underclothing,
rearing over it only a thin unlined
dubk coat and trousers; and inas-
much as the variations are very
moderate, one soon becomes accus-
tomed to the warmth. The mean
temperature of the year 1900 was
about 80 degrees F.: the cool season
(present time) lasts from November!
to March Ist. Tn the cool months
the: rainfall is very small, only oc-i

casional thunder showers. The hoi
season includes March, April, May,
the. last being the hottest month.
The hot season ends in June, with
the exception of the southwest mon-
soon, and the beginning ofthe rains,
which last tillabout November Ist.
July 31st to August Oth. 1000, it
rained with a violence, which is
maintained in our showers for only
five or ten minutes. The total rain-
fall during the wet season is about
ISO inches; of the dry, about 10

I inches.
The chief food staple of the Fili-

pino is low-land rice, and the popu-
lation is densest in those half flooded
areas, where campaigning during tin
wet season is extremely difficult. T
-peak thinly as it U from experience.
On July 30th I left Balvean de la
Union with one corporal and eleven
privates to take rations up the river
by the aid of cascoes (native boats);
rain set in on the evening of the
30th. about 0 p. in., and continued
day and night for 228 successive
hours. When T arrived at Tagudin
Tlocos Sur, my cargo was damaged to
such an extent that a board of sur-
vey was appointed at once, which re-
lieved me of all liability. Rations
that were in can? were the only art-

icles saved. This is why our army
attempted and effected so littlefrom
June to October Ist, 1899. All the
larger towns of the Philippines aiv

on the lowland plains or on the sea
coast, but some of the mountainous
regions are also settled where the
altitude is from 3,000 to 4,000 feet,
as in the province of Benguet and
parts of De la Union. The maxi-
mum temperature is magnificent,
sinking as low is 29 degrees m even-
ing and early morning, and rising
no higher than To degrees. This re-
gion is only £00 miles from Manila.
Whenever practicable, we sleep un-
der mosquito nets to avoid the mal-
aria conveying mosquitos, and al-
though they are not very trouble-
some, it is i safeguard and a com-
fort. In our campaigns the most
prevalent diseases among the colored
troops have teen dysentery and al-
lied disorders, and some smallpox,
white malaria, rheumatism, small-
pox, insanity from excessive drink-
ing are very prevalent among the
white troops. The United States
army transport Hancock sailed on
September 15th with 125 insane
white soldiers, taking them to the
stales for treatment. Under the cir-
cumstances which attend active mil-
itary operations, men will drink wa-
ter without making any choice,
while when in camp all water is
boiled and sterilized before the men
are allowed to drink it. Fatty foods
are most injurious, and the chief
article of Uncle Sam's rations is
•'sow belly" (bacon).

Persons who are in need of the
bracing effects of a cold climate will
not thrive here, but with due pru-
dence it can be truthfully said, you
have nothing to fear from the cli-
mate of the Philippines. The Phil-
ippines afford a field for skilled la-
bor, such as mechanics, mining fore-
men, railway men, agriculturists,
stock breeders, professional men,
manufacturers; in fact, commercial
men of all grades could thrive here
with either great or small capital.
Tn short, all careers are possible in
the Philippines. It is easy to see
that the archipelago is a fertile re-
gion, as igneous rocks or various
species and limestone are abundant.
The rainfall is copious, the mean
teinperatnre is high and frosts are
unknown, with the exception of in
thp mountains of northern Luzon.
When we were stationed in San
Gabriel in 1599 I noticed the growth
of;the bamboo, the native material
for building purposes, and I took the
measurement of some growing for
three successive mornings and found
that each night it grew about 5 1-2
inches, showing an amazing speed in
growth. It is a well-known fact
that the very valuable fiber called
Manila hemp is exclusively a product
of • this archipelago. Strangely
enough, this fiber can not be grown
in Manila on account of climatic
conditions, but in the souehern end
of Luzon, in the Viscayas and Min-
danao, the plant flourishes. The
merchants (native) have told me it
is the best fiber for ropes, because
cordage made from it does not grow
stiff when wet, like that made from
true hemp. The better grade is used
by the natives to make linen like fila-
meiil fabric, one fiber many feet in
length serving as thread. The na-
tive name of this plant, which is a
species of the banana, is abaca, called
in botany, musa textilis. The fruit
is not edible. Natives use it in mak-
ing a dye which has a very offensive
odor. Cotton of excellent quality
is to be seen growing practically
without cultivation, but in no great
quantity. The third great staple
product is sugar. The cultivation of

i the'cane and the extraction of the
j sacchariferous juice are somewhat
antiquated, though wonderful re-
sults are obtained in some parts of

J the: islands, principally in Xegros,
Copra, indigo, cacao, coffee, dry
woods and gum copral form the
principal exports. The chief grains
are rice and maize, both of which
often yield two and sometimes three
crops a year.

There are. of course, marked dif-
ferences between the tribes, in phys-
iognomy and character. Only the
Morns seem at all merry and con-

[Continued on Fourth Page.]


