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SPIRIT OF THE STATE PRESS
Condemning the High-Handed Outrage of the Seattle

Police On a Citizen.

• CHIEF MEREDITH IS HANDLED HARD

With But Two Insignificient Exceptions Thronghout the Entire State
"County Press" Is He Scored and Pronounced a Momentary Auto-

crat—His Actions a Disgrace to a Civilized
Community—Should Be Removed.

Below the "country press" is quoted
at length on the treatment accorded
the editor of this paper at the hands
of the chief of the police. It is rather
notable that outside of the city of Se-
attle but two weekly papers approve
of the actions of Chief Mereauu—^ie
Democrat-Sun, Tacoma, and the Island
County Times, Coupeville. In this
city no paper save the Argus took up
Meredith's defense. It is always a
pleasure to any decent man to know
that the Argus is against him. But
hear the voice of the press:

Though the press brings us records
of brutal lynching of colored men and
women in many states of our union
for unproved charges, varying in hein-
ousness from brutal assaults to using
the money found in a lost pocketbook,
we believe that none of these lawless
murders of colored citizens outrages
the public sense of justice and consti-
tutional liberty more than the dis-
graceful arrest and imprisonment ot
the editor of The Seattle Republican
on last Saturday night in Seattle.

Mr. Cayton, the able editor of The
Seattle Republican, is a colored man,
who, though belonging to a race which
has suffered and still suffers much in
this land of equal rights, has con-
science and courage enough to speak
against corruption, consequently had
criticised the ponce and their manage-
ment of affairs in Seattle.

For this grave offense the chief of
police, Meredith, late Saturday night
swears out a warrant to arrest Cayton
for libel, charging that on the 22nd of
March the following had appeared in
The Seattle Republican: "Chief of
Police Meredith proposes to run quack
doctors out of business, which perhaps
is not a bad idea, but we suggest that
while he is running quack doctors out
of business, that he likewise run
grafting policemen out of business;
then perhaps the city of Seattle would
be rid of Meredith himself."

Having sworn out his complaint and
secured his warrant Saturday night,
Meredith deputized Detectives Crane
and Barbee to execute the warrant.
They came to Cayton's house at about
9:30 p. m. Cayton was then alone
with his children, his wife having gone
up town with a friend. He pleaded
with the policemen to wait until his
wife returned, which they refused to
do, consequently Cayton was forced to
call in a neighbor to take care of his
children until his wife returned. He
was taken to the city jail and locked
up in a dark cell with a tramp and
was refused communication with his
legal advisor and friends.

The course taken and the spirit
shown by the Seattle chief of police
and his subordinates in Cayton's un-
reasonable arrest, unseemly treatment,
unreasonable bail and refusal of com-
munication with business friends or
legal advisors, all indicate malice and
a spirit of persecution.

"Something is rotten in Denmark"
when the city police foster crime and
appropriate legal action to intimidate
and stifle criticism. This has caused a
storm of indignation. Cayton, though
a "blrck" man, has many friends in
business circles. The churches and
public are aroused.

This awakening of public opinion by
the high-handed course of the Seattle
police may not bring about results
pleasing to Meredith and his followers.
—Cowlitz Advocate.

Seattle wears the palm as the widest
open town in the state. There is pub-
lished in Seattle a newspaper by a
colored man and in the interests of the
colored race. H. R. Cayton, the editor,
is a fearless critic of what he deems to
be wrong, and has made some scathing

remarks editorially on the conduct of
the city government. He intimated
last week that if Chief Meredith of the
police force would run grafting police-
men out of business perhaps the city
would be rid of Chief Meredith him-
self. The august chief felt that he was
slandered by such aspersions and
swore out a complaint and procured a
warrant for the arrest of Cayton, as
he had a perfect right to do. How-
ever, instead of serving it. at once, he
waited until late Saturday night when
banks were closed and business men
had retired. Then, in the most brutal
manner possible. Cayton was carried
offto the city jail and flung into a dun-
geon scarcely fit for a dog to occupy.
Then, when friends of Cayton offered
to furnish bail in $500, the sum fixed
by the justice, the police arbitrarily
demanded cash bail, though bankers
and others offered to deposit their
checks in any amount. The banks all
being closed, there was poor prospect
of raising the money before Monday,
which would require the incarceration
of their victim, as the police designed.

Finally, after an all-night hustle,
bankers and business men managed to
raise the cash and set him free in
early morning. Cayton, through his
paper, The Republican, has been
rather unfriendly to the Post-Intelli-
gencer, but when the paper learned of
the treatment he had received, it
turned loose a volume of dignified in-
vective that would make a rhinocer-
ous flinch. If Cayton slandered the
character of Seattle's chief of police,
he has grounds for action against the
P.-I. for murdering his reputation.
Seattle's police has touched off a vol-
cano, and before they have finished
with the matter they will wish they
had never done it.—Wilbur Register.

Editor Cayton, of The Seattle Re-
publican, was arrested last Saturday
night at the instance of the chief of
police of that city on a charge of libel.
According to reports the chief took
advantage of his official powers to give
Mr. Cayton a taste of prison life, but
he may be made to regret his action.
When the case came to trial it was
postponed and Mr. Cayton was released
on his own recognizance, although it
took $500 cash to get him out of the
cell Sunday morning.—Big Bend Em-
pire.

Chief of Police Meredith, of Seattle,
swore out a complaint against H. R.
Cayton, editor of The Seattle Republi-
can, charging him with criminal libel.
He was handled more after the style of
a desperado than that of a peaceable
citizen and the whole proceeding
smacks of revenge more than obtain-
ing the ends of justice.—Davenport
Tribune.

H. R. Cayton, the colored editor of
The Seattle Republican, was arrested
last Saturday night on a warrant
sworn out by Chief of Police Meredith
charging him with criminal libel. The
cause for the action was an article
which appeared in Cayton's paper that
week insinuating that Meredith was a
"grafting policeman."

The arrest in itself would not have
caused much commotion had the de-
fendant been treated in a manner
characteristic of civilized people; but
he was given treatment too severe for
a criminal of the lowest type. He was
taken from his home at 9 o'clock at
night, while caring for his two-months-
old baby and in the absence of his
wife, who was up town shopping; he
was lodged in jail without being per-
mitted to see or telephone his friends,
and was refused intercourse with his
attorney; nothing but cash bail to the
amount of $500 would "oe accepted and
owing to the lateness of the hour that
could not be procured till about 3
o'clock the following morning, when
he was released.

The action of Chief Meredith is be-
ing deservedly criticised by nearly
every one acquainted with the facts in
the case. It was undoubtedly a per-
sonal spite that prompted the harsh
treatment, and the action should meet
with the condemnation of every news-
paper in the state. If matters are to
be carried on in this way it will not
be long before a newspaper will loose
its identity as such and be compelled
to submit in a humiliating manner to
every one who takes offense at the
editor's views.—Ballard News.

Another flagrant outrage, which
serves to again direct public attention
to the gross misgovernment of Seattle
has been perpetrated. At a late hour
last Saturday evening H. R. Cayton,
the editor and proprietor of The Seat-
tle Republican, was brutally arrested
at his home and hurried in
a patrol wagon to the city jail
and thrust into a cell with a "hobo,"
upon a warrant issued by a justice of
the peace upon complaint of Chief of
Police Meredith, charging him with
criminal libel in having published in
his paper certain words "tending to
provoke said Meredith to wrath, and to
expose him to public hatred and de-
prive him of the benefits of public con-
fidence and social intercourse." Cay-
ton was not released until $500 in gold
was put up by his friends as surety
'or his appearance at his preliminary
hearing. The ordinary form of bond,
with the names of influential and re-
sponsible citizens as sureties, was re-
fused, as was also the personal check
of the president of the First National
bank. From the reports of the affair
in the daily papers of Seattle it seems
unquestionably to have been a most
high-handed and outrageous proceed-
ing. It happens that Mr. Cayton be-
longs to the African race and that his
complexion is therefore somewhat
darker than Meredith's, but that fact
furnishes no warrant for persecution,
and, according to Darwin's Origin of
Species, cannot even be considered
evidence that his ancestors were hang-
ing by their tails in the forest at any-
more recent date than were those of

the august personage now serving as
Seattle's chief of police. If the lat-
ter's reputation rests upon such a frail
foundation as to render it liable to de-
struction by such a comment as Cay-
ton published he is not deserving of
the "benefits of public confidence" and
ought to be summarily removed from
the position that he now holds by the
grace of the "wide open" government
of the chief city of the state. —San
Juan Islander.

However much may have been the
aggravating circumstances, it would
seem that Chief of Police Meredith
went two or three steps too far in in-
carcerating Editor Cayton of TKe Se-
attle Republican in the city jail and
refusing to admit him to any other
than cash bail, although the best of
personal security except cash was of-
fered. No doubt the continued harsh
criticism of the Seattle city govern-
ment in Cayton's paper was cause for
a feeling of great resentment on the
part of the chief, but he was not justi-
fied in refusing to accept responsible
bail for the appearance of the editor
in court to answer to the charge for
which he was arrested. —Port Orchard
Independent.

The arrest of Editor Cayton Satui
day night was an uncomfortable ex-
perience, but Cayton is too shrewd a
newspaper man not to take advantage
of the notroiety gained by the public-
ity the act has given him and The Re-
publican. We venture the assertion
he will be ready a month hence to
count out many shekels as the result
of his experiences. Many a newspaper
man has courted such an episode for
the sake of publicity. Shekels cannot
cannot compensate for harrowed feel-
ings, but in this mercenary age the
suggestion is made to The Republican
man that he sees to it his hosts of
sympathizers subscribe for The Re-
publican while they are in the mood;
and let them see what rich brown
roasts of the police department can be
served a la mode. —Daily (Seattle)
Bulletin.

The arrest of Editor Cayton. of The
Seattle Republican on last Saturday
night was the most culpable and dia-
bolical act that Seattle has wrought
upon an honest citizen for a long time.
It was wholly and solely the work of
spite, and should be sufficient cause for
the removal of the chief of police. The
citizens of Seattle should demand this.
The best retribution for such want of
rectitude by the police is removal. We
hope to see Cayton get justice at the
bar. —Buckley Banner.

Under orders from Chief of Police
Meredith of Seattle, H. R. Cayton, the
colored editor of The Seattle Republi-
can, was thrown into jail at a late hour
Saturday night on an alleged charge of
libeling the chief of police. Friends,
newspaper men and attorneys, were
alike denied admission to his cell, ac-
cording to reports. The warrant for
his arrest was issued by a justice of
the peace while that official was in at-
tendance at a theater. The whole pro-
ceeding smacks of high-handed out-
rage and gros misuse of power by the
police department.—Colfax Gazette.

Chief Meredith of the Seattle police
force, must aspire to the infamy of in-
famous, terrorizing Capt. Dan Mc-
Carthy (a character in the March
number of McClure's magazine). H.
R. Cayton, editor of a Republican
weekly in Seattle, was arrested last
Saturday night at the instigation of
Meredith upon a charge of criminal
libel against the latter, and thrown
into jail. Cayton was taken from his
home at a late hour, placed in the pa-
trol wagon like an ordinary criminal,
shoved into a damp, filthy cell occupied
by hoboes; his lawyers were refused
admission, even snubbed, and $500
cash bail was demanded. Mr. Hoge. of
the First National bank, proffered a
check, but it was refused—nothing but
cash would be taken. About 3 o'clock
Sunday morning the $500 was raised
and Cayton was released. A majority
of the leading citizens are indignant
at Meredith's high-handed proceeding,
and it is believed that he has stepped a
little too fast in the procession of mu-
cipal corruption; that he has thrown
down all safeguards in his venom,
and will be "yanked" pretty lively in
a suit for damages. The whole is the
outcome of a factional rumpus among
Republicans in Seattle. At the trials
to follow, in the language of Sir Roger
de Coverly. "much may be said on
both sides," and all hands will be
"piped" to scrub dirty linen. —Argus,
Mount Vernon.

Nothing, perhaps, more quickly be-
trays the individual of shallow mind
and blind prejudice than an attempt,
when "clothed with a little brief au-
thority," occupying a temporary offi-
cial position, to use that position in
"getting even" with people against
whom he may have a real or imagin-
ary grievance, and such attempts in-
variably result in confusion to the
short-sighted people who make them.
A glaring case in point is Chief Mere-
dith, of the Seattle police, in his treat-
ment of H. R. Cayton. the colored edi-
tor of The Seattle Republican. Editor
Cayton had called down the wrath of
Chief Meredith by criticising his offi-
cial acts in The Republican to such an
extent as to cause the lodgment of a
complaint for criminal libel under the
state law.

So far the chief was clearly within
his rights, and a person with mental
vision strong enough to see a hole in
a ladder would have left the matter in
the hands of the sheriff, where it
thenceforward belonged. Not so, how-ever, with this doughty chief, who
fondly imagined his official position
was given him for the special purpose
of affording an outlet for his personal
spleen, and he had the editor arrested
by two of his police officers and taken
to the city (instead of county) jail at

10 o'clock on Saturday night, where
Cayton was run into a cell with a hobo
ana all attempts of his attorneys and
friends to see him were denied. Bail,
which was fixed at $500, was offered,
with some of the best sureties in Seat-
tle, and refused, cash bail being de-
manded by order of the chief, and
some of the leading business men of
the city, including the president of the
First National bank, were compelled
to peddle their checks around town in
the early Sunday morning to raise the
cash arbitrarily demanded by this mis-
fit official.

To say that a wave of popular indig-
nation swept over Seattle when the
affair became public is drawing it mild,
and we greatly mistake the Seattle
spirit if it does not quickly return the
chief to private life, from whence his
emergence appears to have been a mis-
take. This case may serve to remind
other officials elsewhere that the swell-
head always results disastrously, and
thus be the means of checking some in-
cipient cases that are already discern-
able at a closer distance than Seattle.
—Aberdeen Herald.

Last Saturday night H. R. Cayton,
editor of The Seattle Republican, was
arrested at a late hour on a warrant
issued on complaint of Chief of Police
Meredith. Cayton asked for time to
see his wife or at least turn over his
two-months-okl baby which he was
holding in his arms, but this request
was refused and he was taken to jail
in charge of two detectives in a paCrol
wagon. He asked to see his attorney,
but was refused this privilege. Per-
sonal bail was refused, also the person-
al check of a reputable Seattle banker,
and not until $500 in cold cash was de-
posited with the chief did he allow
Cayton his freedom.

It does not seem possible that such
an abominable state of affairs as this
could exist in Seattle, notwithstanding
the awful reputation which she has
gained abroad through the incompe-
tency of her police force. Meredith is
unfit for the place he occupies. It is a
disgrace to a decent city to allow such
a man to serve at the head of its po-
lice department. Every citizen's Hie
and liberty is in peril with such a man
at the head of the department of jus-
tice.

Mr. Cayton is a colored man, the edi-
tor of one of the brightest weeklies in
the state. He is a good, law-abiding
citizen, a gentleman of culture and re-
finement, but because of his color and
because he dared to criticise Mere-
dith's official acts he was treated as a
felon and and cast into a dungeon
with common hoboes. Certainly the
good people of Seattle will not suffer
this man Meredith to longer remain in
the position he now occupies.—Weekly
(Olymi.ia) Chronicle.

H. R. Cayton, the colored editor of
The Seattle Weekly Republican, was
arrested for criminal libel on Chief of
Police William J. Meredith by two de-
tectives of the police department and
taken to the city jail in the patrol
wagon like any common criminal.
Cayton runs a hot paper, in which he
keeps up a continuous fusilade on
prominent men in politics. The poli-
ticians have made a big mistake in
causing his arrest. A political libel
suit not only makes a paper famous,
but doubles its receipts.—Chinook Ob-
server.

The arrest of H. R. Cayton, editor of
The Seattle Republican, by the Seattle
police Saturday night, and their sub-
sequent treatment of him is the worst
example yet brought to light of the
high-handed doings of a police system
which has become proverbial for the
wide latitude they take in enforcing
the laws. It makes one wonder
whether he is living in the twentieth
century or the days of the Inquisition.
The chief of police must be afflicted
with the hallucination that he is the
czar of all the Russias. —Sultan Jour-
nal.

Editor Cayton, of The Seattle Re-
publican, published in the interests of
the colored voters of this state, ran up
hard against the powers that be in
that city Saturday night, and in con-
sequence spent the night in jail, in-
communicado. Not even his attorney
was admitted to see him, nor could his
friends find out from the police upon
what charge he had been arrested. His
offene was the writing of an editorial
offering the suggestion that as Chief
Meredith was in the business of run-
ning quack doctors and the like out of
town, that "he likewise run grafting
policemen out of business; then, per-
hap, the city of Seattle would be rid of
Meredith himself." Cayton was charg-
ed with criminal libel, but the manner
of his arrest caused a mighty howl, the
echoes of which made Meredith's hair
stand on end. Such high-handed pro-
ceedings don't go in this state, even
when the victim of them is a colored
man. Meredith should lose his job.—
Everett News.

Chief of Police Meredith, of Seattle,
lost his temper last Saturday and ar-
rested Editor Cayton of The Seaule
Republican on a rharge of libel. It
appears that Mr. Cayton, who edits the
only African paper in the state, is not
particular who he criticises, and in-
ferred in an article that the chiei was
a "grafter." It also appears that The
Republican delights in showing up
some of the imbecilic actions of the
present administration, and is conse-
quently rot in favor with some of tht
present officials. To get even with
him tor attacks previously made, and
especially for the charge of "graiUng\"
Meredith caused his arrest at 10
o'clock at night, thrust him in a damp
cell at the city bastile and absoiutely
refused admission to him by his
friends. He further exhibited his
astuteness and kiddish imbecility by
refusing to accept any but cash "bail,
although some of the best citizens of

UNION DEPOT'S LOCATION
Is Shown From the Map Below and the Same Is

Urged by Seattle's Business Men.

The suitable point for the location of
a depot in this city which will accom-
modate both of the roads running here-

iin, which will be to the most advantage
;to the city in general is still an unset-
tled question, both in the minds of the
railroad companies, as well as in the

!minds of the citizens in general. It is
the opinion of the firm of H. H. Dear-
born & Co. that the depot should be
located as far south as Atlantic street,
which is but one block north of Con-
necticut, and between Occidental and
Oriental avenues. This would relieve
the congestion that the crowding of
the depot up to King street, as has
been contemplated by the Great North-
ern Railway Co., would necessarily

ing all kinds of warehouses and freight
sheds, it would make that property
doubly valuable. To place it on King
street would necessitate so much heavy
teaming that the street would be all .
but impassable during business hours.
Should the South canal ever be built
from Lake Washington to the bay, it
would enter the bay at a point not far
from the present proposed depot site,
and then it would become not only a
railroad point of vast importance, but
likewise a wharf point of equal import-
ance, thus bringing the ocean naviga-
tion and the railroad transportation
in close proximity to each other,
the one taking it up where the other
laid it down. Mr. Dearborn is of me

CONNECTICUT ST. OvERuSAD

make. Should the depot be placed on
the location which has been selected by
Mr. Dearborn it will leave valuable
business property along King street.
as well as other streets in that neigh-
borhood, for business blocks. It is the
history of all cities that Union depots
placed too close to the business center
of the city always become an elephant
on their hands and in the long run
costs them twice as much money to be
properly located, as it would have, if
ample attention had been given to the
matter in the outset, and located ac-
cordingly. If the Union depot is situ-
ated in the southern part of the city,
around which there would be a vast
amount of tide lands suitable for build-

opinion that Seattle will make a sad
mistake if the propesed Union depot be
placed too close to the heart of the city.
The accompanying map will give the
reader some idea of where he thinks is
the best place for the location of the
Union depot. Mr. James J. Hill, who
is now on his way West, should be told
of this matter carefully and consider-
ately while he is contemplating a site
for the depot, and it is more than likely
after it has been given to him as it
should be. he will agree with the Dear-
borns and place the depot on the tide
flats. By addressing a letter to H. H.
Dearborn & Co., room C Haller build-
ing, a more complete explanation will
be furnished you.

Seattle offered their checks to the
amount (kaianded.

Seattle some queer things, and
has some mighty queer officials, but
evidently the queerest at iff present
writing is his assininity "Heap Big
Chief" Meredith. The question now
arises as *o the possibility of cne ciiy
having a damage suit on its hands.
Mr Cayton was kept in a coil clamp
cell, and his health was impaired, and
it is stated that he has ground for
damage against the city. The citizens
of Seattle are rightly indignant at the
treatment accorded Mr. Cayton, and
denounce the police department in
strong terms. —Snohomish Tribune.

One of the vilest abuses of power in
the Northwest occurred in Seattle last
week, when H. R. Cayton, the colored
editor of The Seattle Republican, was
arrested and confined in jail by Chief
Meredith. The cause of this was an
editorial written by H. R. Cayton, in
which he questioned the good conduct
of the chief of police, Meredith. Upon
the grounds that this article was li-
belous Meredith had him arrested and
imprisoned. Not content with this, he
had heaped upon the unfortunate pris-
oner all the abuses he could. The of-
ficers sent to arrest him late Saturday
night, found him at home with his two-
months-old baby, his wife being in
town. While serving the warrant one
of them defaced the chairs, treated the
man as a criminal, would not allow
him to see his wife or telephone to any
of his friends. On being dragged forth

he was forced into a patrol wagon,
thrust into a cell with a hobo, where
there was no bed or even a chair to
sit on. Within these damp walls, reek-
ing with dampness and filth, he was
kept until cash bonds were given. A
number of people offered to go his bail,
but all were refused. Such an abuse
of power is unpardonable, and un-
worthy any citizen, much less an offi-cer. The editorial in question was no
libel, and Chief Meredith's conscience,
if he has any, probably told him that
the editorial was right; at least his
action would confirm the justice of the
piece in question. The action of the
chief aroused bitter indignation among
the citizens of Seattle, and they were
free in expressing it. As the case must
needs come up before the courts any-
way, there is no excuse for such rank
abuse of power, and, indeed, the chief
could make none when intejviewed.
We cry shame on an officer that willallow such abuse to be heaped upon anAmerican citizen, and he should be
stripped of his robes of office and put
amongst savages, where he rightly be-
longs.—Winlock Pilot.

The account of the arrest and reten-tion of Editor Cayton, of The Seattle
Republican, on last Saturday night,
reads like a chapter from the medieval
ages. Chief Meredith being the com-
plainant, used all the power he had,
and more, too, to make it hard for the
prisoner. Meredith charges Cayton
with criminal libel, but the fact "that

(Continued on third page)


