- —

NOTES AND COMMENTS. |

A nclentist has discovered that a per-
son who wears sllk underwear will
fever be struck by lightning, This ix
a most important and valuable ad-
dition 1o human knowledge, If true,
Baut, unfortunately {1 sooms to have the
sime deficioney that mars the very
ealuable proverh: “You can nlwayse
enteh o bird If yon put salt on Its tail”

A Paris correspondent of the London
Times writes: “Quite recchtly a bull
fight wns organized at Dijon, but
matadors, torendors, bulls and trap-
pings Lnd to go ns they came, No-
body would petrotiize the horrible spec-
tacle, The thing fell utterly through
want of patronage, It may be remein-
herey that a similar finsco oceurred |
Parls not long after the exhibition of
1580, Hull Aghts did, indesd, disgrace
that lmge cosmopolitan r, but
ultimately tlie arena was pulled down
and the fittings sold for n more song.
Parisiane were disgusted with the
whole concern, Tt I3 to be hoped for
the honor of France that the prefects
of the South will remorselessly enrry
out thelr instruetions and banish this
relle of harbarviem from French soll”

Nearly 80,000 barrels of murnmlnt

flonr wore sont to England this year,
aml for the two years preceding there
had been no shipment of this flour, The
shipment of flour from Paclfic ports in
the United States to Japan, Chinon,
Biberia amd Australin Is also Increas.
fng In a moch larger ratio.  Formerly
what 8an Francisco lost in these ship-
ments wns tnken hy the English ports,
but the establishment of new steam:
ship lines for frelght from Oregon and
Beattle nnd Tacomn to Aslatie portx
hax kept the [ncreasingly Important |
flour export within the control of the
Unlted ®tates shippers, §

It is o popular ien that the Indinns
of North America are fast disappearing
and that in a few years they will have
vanished as a mee. The truth Is that
there are nearly 250,000 of them, ox-
clusive of the Alaskans.

A selentifie study of the fig Industry
in Turkey has resulted in the discov.
eory of the fact that the fallure of the
Bmyrnn fig-trees In Californla to bear
fruit Ix on account of the lack of cap-
ritication., It was found that in the
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r«! of a compound plate of steel an@
iron 20 Inches thick, and n second plate
of iron 8 inches thick, backed bv
mnss of square oak timber 20 feot
thick, backed In turn by n granite wall
O feet thick, bohind which was 11 foet
of solld concrete, while the rear of the
tnrget conslsted of a o-foot wall of
brick, The projectile, fired at close
range,passed through the 28 inches of
iron mmd wteel, through the 20 feet of
onk, through the & feet of granite,
through the 11 M of concrete, and
more than half-way through the 0
feet of brick behind them all! What,
#ny the advoentes of heavy guns for
coast defence, would be the chance of
any battleship In existence agninst
suich n projectile na that?

The French people, who have for so
long Imposed upon n credulous Amerds
can publle by shipping back to them
as the finest of French products Malne
‘herring and sonthern cotton seed oil in
the shape of sardines and ollve oll, nre
tow suffering from a counter Im-
position which Is bronght to light by
United Btates Consul Germain at Zn-
rleh, In the course of a report to the
Niate Department on the subject of
Antierlean drled frults In Switzerlanfl,
lie speaks of the success that has at-
tended the Introduction in France lnst
sefson of Californln prunes and then
following out the prospects thus opened
up, e gays that the French recelvers
are arranging to have all such frult
picked In casen gimline to those nsed
In France and bearing French marks,
so that the goods may be sold to the
retaller as French freait,

The peats of mosquitoes In the Fypns-
er river valley Is the same vigitation
which makes mining In Alaska In the
short summer one continual torture,
In these northern latitudes the nsos-
quitoes reach a size and  feroclty
that would appall even a New Jersey
const farmer, and If Awmskn becomes
the great bonanga which Ity admirers
claim s its dosting, the man who in-
vents something to discourage the mos-
quito will have within his reach a
greater fortune than the loeator of the
rlehest ledge,

Japan Is having n boom. Over $400,-
000,000 of loeal capital has béen Invest-
ol In new enterprises within a year and

fig-growing districts of the Orlent
there nie two distinet varletios of flg- |
trees—one the edible fig and the other |
the enprl or wild fig. In Tuarkey, amd |
in other lnmds along the eastern shore |
of the Mediterranean Bea, both varl |
eties are Indigenous, and it has been |
the custom of the Arab frait-growers
from time immemorinl to gather annu- |
ally bunches of twigs or bmunches |
from the caprl, or wild fig, and hang |
them among, or close to, the enltivated |
fig-treex, FFurther Investigntion showed |
that the reason for this was tos facll- |
Itate 1he progress of an insect known |
to entomoelogists as the blastophnga
psenes, or fig wasp, from the wild or/
caprl g to the cultivated frult, The
wasp s born In the wild g, and|
emerging thence goes to the enltlvated
fig bhenring pollen on Its wings nnd logs,
and thus Tertilizes the cultivated fralt
when young, Epeclmens of the enprl
fig were brought to this Btate imme
diately. 1n 1808, when the wild fig-
trees boro thelr first fralt on Amerl-
enn soll, experiments were mde o
several focalitles with the pollen from |
them on the green frolt of the now
Inrge trees that have been lmported
from Smyrmn, As weeks advinesd
the fruit that had not been fernillzed
shiriveled and dropped from the trees,
s It had done each summer season for
wix vears, while the fortillzed frult
ripened and proved the peer of any
that wns ever packed and shipped
from Turkey.

The provisions of the new German
Civll Code with regard to married
wonmen are arousing renewed Indig- |
nntlon now that the bill is passed, and |
Immedintely before the decisive day a
petition of protest to the Relchstng
was numercusly signed In the chief
cltles of the Empive, The havdship
of the new law s that it reatirms the
principle of perpetual tutelage for the
German wife and mother, By marrl-
nge she is deprived of control over her
property and ber actions and of all
vights over her childrgn, She Ix In a
position of subjection to her husband
from which English, Ameriean, Rus-
slan, Benndinavian, Austrlan, Hungarl-
an and Ttallan women have been freed
by the legislatures of those countries,
To put it briefly, while among 170,
000,000 of people married women
possess control over thelr property,
and are not deprived of the rights they
enjoyed when single, 60,000,000 are
now declaring for a perpetuation of
the barbarous old principles of pre-
elvilized epochs, The marrled state In
Germany is, as German opinion has
forcibly expressed t, 1o be made a by-
word smong the natlons, The propossl
Iaw sets upon matrimony the seal of
servitnde and minority or wardship;
it degrades the e of the natlon nmong
people who have ralsed marrlage to a
place of honor and equality,

The Milwaukee Journal describes a
new siyle of coftin, which It says hns
been Invented for wealthy people. To
all appearances It s slmply: o luxur-
lous conehl, In mechanical construction
it 4% as nearly perfect as can be made,
I'he sldes, the ends and the corners are
fitted with sllyer hinges to drop to n
perpendiculay, and virtually show the
coflin turned inslde out. This inslde
shiows p couch of exquisite deslgn nnd
the wost perfect workmanship, mnos-
sive, substantinl and elegant. It has
a soft spring bed and adjustable pil-
lows, amd Is finlshed usunlly in rich
eream-coloved silk, with heavy silk ball
fringe 1o match, With the dropping of
the sides the fringe falls to the floor,
forming the bottom of the catafalque,
and when the casket Is closed forms o

there are alveady twenty clock, two
wiateh amd several bleyele factories,
while sllk and cotton mills mny be
counted by the wscore. ller foreign
trade Is rapldly Inereasing nud Is fow
R205,000,000 a yenr, or sIx times as
much as 20 Yenrs ngo,

I'cople who are disposed to look on
on the bright side of things are com-
forting themwselves with the reflection
that the populntion of the country I
Increasing, and that the army worms
have disappeared,

FIRES IN GREAT FORESTS.

Preventive Work Accomplished by the
Fire Warden of Minnesota.

The report of the chilef fire wnrden
of Minnesota has been published, nnd
contalus many statements of interest,
As part of the precautionary mensures
nloptedd, about 18,000 placards, warns
Ing ngninst kKindling tires in forosts or
pralvle  were  distributed, Twenty-
seven fives In forest roglons, Including
those in brush lands and warshoes, are
reported.  They burned over an aggre-
gute aren of 82005 acres, and did dam-
nge to the amount of ££LI1Z5. The wet
weather of last yeur greatly redoced
the losses, In the pealrle reglon of
the western  slde of the state dry,
windy conditions were conducive to
the spreading of fire, durlng the pe-
riod of August to November, amd 106
fleld praivie fires  occurred, burning
over about 73,000 acres and causing o
damnge of 4,277, In the sawe terrl-
tory In 1884 about 400,000 acres were
burped over, The loeal wardens con-
trolled amd extinguished many  fires,
The state warden had consulted man-
ufacturers of locomotives In the
United States and England with refer-
ence to the best spark arvester, It Is
learned that no such device s wholly
efficlent, as tine sparks are always lke-
Iy to escape.

The warden says that the 7,000
Chippewn Indluns who are seattered
throughout Minnesota forests are more
careful about extingulshing thelr for-
ost fires than white people. The greater
number of fives are caused by locomo-
tive sparks, but the careless farmer,
burning over flelds before ploughing,
and the threshing machines are also
n great source of danger., It Is the
business of the warden to prevent as
well ns to extingulsh fires, Iu the for-
est reglon of Minnesota the govern-
ment still holds 0,000,000 acres of pub-
lic land. These are visited by homne-
soekers, timber Yerulsers” and hunters,
The warden rdfarks that “when peo-
ple become educated as to the true
cconomie values of forests, aud to n
comprehension of the danger and dam-
age from forest fires, every man and
boy who frequents the woods will be

a  voluntary watchman to guoard
ngnlnst such fires."
About 12,000 workmen are em

ployed In the logging Industry of Min.
nesota, It s estimated that the total
amomt of white plne standing Is 14.-
424,000,000 feet, and of red or Norway

plne, S,412475,000 feer, In  twenty-
three  countles there are | 10,880,000
aeres of  natureal forest and In the

state there are 11,800,000 acres of na-
turnl forest, not Including mere brush
or swamp land, The annual cut of
pine for each of the pust three years Is
estlmated at 1500000 feet, The von-
sumption of mercantile hard  weodl
Iumber In Minuesota I8 estimnted at
100,000,000 feet  anuunlly, ~Indinnap-
olis News,

Wood:Pulp Dresses Worn,
Only a few months ngo we first heard

rich denpery where the lining usually
is. ‘The perfect arangement of the |
milllopaire's «offin permits its use nlso
with only the ends and one slde drop-
ped, showing then a couch with nn |
upright tack, When the proper time |
comes all that 18 necessary In to rlse |
the coftin sides, clamp them togethygr
by o siwple wechanieal contrivanse
and place the Hd on,

Recent discussion of the best means |

of protecting our harbors in case of
war s called renewed attention to
experiments on the power of great
guns, The result of one of these ex-
periments hias been used as an argu-
went in favor of placing guns at 10
luches callbre at certaln noints on the
const, In the case referied to & pro-
Jectile weighlug 1800 pounds was fired

of silk belng made from wood pulp.

i But alveady wood-pulp sllk 5 a fash-

fonnble fabrle, and dresses made of 1t

| are among this scason's novelties In

Paris. There |5 a large factory estab-
Lishied for lts production at Bessainen,
France, Another will soon be started
nt Lancashive, Baglamd, In which coun-
sy this artificial silk madp from woud
pulp  has come quite In vogue, Its
prive I8 wuch cheapor than the real
sllk. It ean be used for every purpose
that real sllk is and others besldes,
and so near like the original 1t s that
It takes a skilled bhand to distingvish
It.

A cow wandered Into the town hall
of Klugman, Arlg., where the couaty
records are kept, and she ate some of

from suck & gun, The target conalst-

them and tattered the roast,

FOUND--FIFTEENN DOLLARS:

And How the Cirl In Pink Shirt Walet
Would have Spent It

“Look what I have found!" eried the
girl in the pink shirt walst, “a glove
with n 5-bill tucked in one finger and a
ten In another!”

“My goodness,” sald the girl in the
linen suit, “I always thought that such
a safe way to carry money."

“Why, so did 1," sald the girl In the
lace cape, “I often—""

“And 1, sald the girl In the linen
sult, “it always seemed safer than a
pocketbook, because everyone knows
that is to carry money in, while no-

“What are you golng to do with it,”

“What are going to do with the
money ¥ nsked the girl'in the lnse cap.

“I don't know,” sald the girl In the
pink shirt walst; “1 suppose somebody
will claim it, or 1 shall see an adver-
tisement In the morning paper to—"

“I snouldn't look at the adverbise.
ments at gll,” sald the girl In the llnen
sult, “though, of course, ¥ you just
happen to hear of anyone who lost—"

“Oh, I shall,” sald the girl in the pink
;hh: walst, 1 never did have any such
uck."

“You eould buy some awfully nlce
things with £15," sald the girl In the
lace cape. “Goodness me, how hungry
I am, and I've only my car fare left.”

“So am 1" sald the girl In the linen
mult, “and I've nothing but a punctured
quarter. Oh, Effie do look at thoss
lovely organdles! If I had $15, I—"

“But you know It really doesn't be
long to me yet; somebody might—"

“I Just don't belleve they will,” sald
the girl In the lace cape. “Anyhow,
people who are so careless desorve to
Ibse their money. Oh, Effic, I know a
place where they have the lovelleat lees
~If 1 had aoy money left 1'd treat you
both, but—"

“Well, nfter all, 1 doubt If I ever find
out who lost it."

“Of course you won't,” sald the gir?
In the linen sult, “If you advertise
somebody might get it; then you'd just
be encouraging vice."

“Why, so 1 would,” said the girl In
the pink shirt walst. *I suppose the
money really belomgs to me, IHow far
M it to the place where they keep those
lees ¥

“Oh just a little way., Dear me,
Efie, how well you look In that new
bat!" .

“Doesn’t she? Oh, Effle, T heard
somebody pay you a lovely compliment
the other day, but 1I'm too faint to tell
It now.”

“Let us go and get some lces,” sald
the girl in the pink shirt walst; “we gan
have a nice long talk over there, I'll
get the organdies when I come back.”

“How nlce,” sald the girl in the Ilnce
cape. “Look, girls, here comes Enld;
how pale she I, too. Do you suppose
Dick bas—"

“Oh, Enld,” sald the girl in the pink
shirt walst, “do join us, We are golng
for some lces, and—"

“Oh, girls, 1 can't, I'm nearly wildg
I've just lost R15, It was In o tan-
colored glove; 3 in one and §10—-why
Effie, you dear thing, you have It In
your hand! Where did you find it¥"

“Over yonder by the lnce counter,”
sald the givl In the pink shirt walst,
falntly, “I was just wondering how to
find the ownper."

“You," anlid the givl in the lnee eape,
“wo were Just consulting as to the best
plan—"

“You really should be more careful,”
sald the giel In the linen sult. “Sup-
pose some dishonest persons had—"

“l know it. 1 shall he more careful
in future, Now, Effie, I should be glad
to nccept your invitation. An lece
would—"

“I—I think I must go home now,"
gald the girl in the pink shirt walst.
“[—that Is, 1 am not feeling very well,
Can anybody lend me a nickel for car
faret"—Chicago Times-Herald,

Chicago's Bridges.

Few people realize that Chicage to-
duy posscases more bridges in number
than any other city In Amerleg, Col-
lectively they constitute a greater total
length in miles than any other system,
The extent of a single span of one of
the swing bridges Is greater than that
of any other bridge, Modern bridge
construction is embodied In and Mus-
trated with a greater variety of por-
fected mechanical devices In Chicago
than is the case In any other clty In
the world.

Standing out like monuments erected
to engineering skill, to a people’s enters
prise, and to mechanlcal perfection,
these bridges present a greater variety
of admirable features, and are evi-
dences of better workmanship, than
can be found In the best of all the
cities in  elther the old or the, new
world.

Chleago has  sixty-elght  bridges
spauning the viver and Its branches at
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every point where commerce and traf-
fic demand a passageway, There n-eH
thivty-elght systems of viaducts, which
bespenk as many safegunrds for the |
people agalnst the dangers of rallroad
transportation, Represented among
these sixty-elght bridges is to be found |
every description of swing or draw
bridge which the world possesses to-
day that is of practical value., They |
constitute within a radius of a few |
miles n congerles of mechanical des
vices which captivate the spectator
with thelr perfection and diversity of
urrangements.—Chleago Inter Ocean,
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Fish in Deep Water, .
A highly original obscevation upop
the behavior of fish in deep water, iso |
remarkable as to desorve  speclal no- |
tice, is atteibuted to o long-experienced
captain of a fishing smnck, The fsh. |
ing-boats  belonging to ti® Bouthern
portions of the North Bea found in
thelr enteh lately a disproportionately
small quantlty of codfish, The capin
malntulned that be had foreseen this
for elght days, beennse most of the fish |
caught had sand In thele stomachs, He
clalms to have observed that just be-
fore the fish left the shallow water of
the Southern banks they took sand s

to thelr stomacks and soon after fish |
waters |
T'hen, |

caught In deepor Northern
showed the same peeullariy.
when the time for migrating from the
deep waters comes ugaly, the fish dis-
posed of the sawl. The theory has
been advanced that the sand |8 taken
o as ballast, and Is rejected whea shal-
low water Is to be returned to. The
sand often differs In color and grain
from that of the bottom where the dsh
are found. It is clalmed that this sand
way supply a gulde for the fishermen,
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