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Pertentl Mention It Htard
Areuni Town About Men

Wht Are Prominent in
Public Affairs.

TWc That Is Aing the Rounds
3 to the Doings of Lead- -

ing People.

The water meter graft 1b Lobbing
its head up again.

It is proposed to tax every lot In
Chicago from $200 to $500 for water
meters, besides the great expense It
will entail upon all users of water.

Chicago has an Immense water
fund. If part of It was devoted to
wards building pumping stations at
the lake end of every section line In
Chicago thero would be no water fam-

ine anywhere.
It Is astonishing what men the

water meter people can Influence to
their way of thinking.

Some men who ought to know bet-

ter are talking for water meters.
More than that the "high pressure"

scheme Is up again.
According to some advocates It will

only cost thirty or forty millions of
dollars to Install meters and a "high
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pressure" system. The poor will have
to pay the cost.

With half this sum additional pump-
ing stations could be built which
would more than supply the demand.

A well known engineer who was ad
vocatlng "high preaure" and water
meters said the other day, according
to dally papers, that one of the chief
troubles in Chicago was the very high
consumption of wnter, which averaged
about 2,000 gallons per capita dally,
caused largely by waste and under-
ground leakage from broken connec-
tions. As a remedy for waste ho
recommendfedwater meters. The test
of tlio water pressure made In tho
loop shows an Insufficient pressure,
but he said Hint tho city was Install-
ing n largo number of water mains,
none under eight Inches, and these
would' materially Improve the pres-
sure.

Tho health of the city demands
plenty of water for everybody.

The Installation of meters would
limit the consumption of water and
raise the price of living on the poor.

Higher rates would have to be
charged In the residence districts and
tenants would hfeve to pay the water
rates after the landlords had paid an
exorbitant rate for Installing water
meters.

This form of graft Is particularly
objectionable to Chicago people. They
will not stand for It.

It hits everybody and it is unneces
sary.

Andrew J. Ryan, the well-know- a

lawyer and former city attorney,
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stands high In the estimation of all
Chlcagoana both aa a lawyer and as a
citizen.

From a learned "Expert's" reports
to the City Council we learn that:

Telephone rates should be raised
because the Bell Telephone Company
owns the local telephone company.

Because the Western Electrical
Company Is also owned by the Bell
Telephone Company. '

Because the local telephone-com-pn- ny

Is obliged to buy all of Its equip-
ment and necesarles from tho West-
ern Electrical Company.

Because neither the Western Elec-
trical Company- - or the local telephone
company would have big enough prof-
its to suit tho Bell Telephone, which
owns them, if Chicago people were
not pressed for a little more coin and
their telophono rates raised.

Because tho local telephone com-
pany has Increased Us capital stock
from the original $500,000 to $27,000,-00- 0

and $5,000,000 more Jn bonds.
Because the stockholders would not

get big enough dividends on this im-

mense stock issue if the people of Chi-
cago were not squeezed.

Therefore the telephone company
has the nerve to ask the City Council
to raise the rates on the people of
Chicago.

The people of Chicago are to be
used as serfs by the Telephone Mon-
opoly and the last drop Is to be
squeezed out of them.

- In the meantime It would be well
for the aldormen to Inquire Into the
alleged relations, in the past, of cer-
tain city officials with the above elec-
trical company, the twin of the local
telephone company, both being owned
by the Bell Monopoly.

The telephone gang want the coun-
cil to raise the rates on all phones.

To abolish alt flat phones and make
everybody take measured service.

To put a nickel In every phone be-
fore connection Is made.

Fire Marshal Seyferltch asserted
that as practically one-ha- lf of the fire
and police alarms are received by tele-
phone, he did not favor the general
Installation of the
type of telephone instrument now be-
ing placed In various parts of the city
by the telephone company.

A telephone company that paya
eight per cent dividends on twenty-nin- e

millions of stock Is making too
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much moaey. Tat peopla art paviag
too much for telephone service.

The city ought to get what It com-
ing to it out of the telephone com-
pany's gross receipts. Does It?

The Tolephone Trust Is still doing
business. Its dividends are increas-
ing every year. The charges to the
public aro not decreasing.

That tho Trust is a combine in re-
straint of trade is evident to many
from Its' attempt In Chicago to put
Its automatic competitor out of

The Chicago Telephone Company
Marges a much lower rental for Its
savvtoe In suburban towns than It
atm in the city. Yet the officers of
the corporation have the gall to say
that all of the big gain In Its service
reported at the annual meeting this
year came from the country. This, of
course, Is a reason for raising the
rates. The following from the Chica-
go Dally News shows how the phone
people bank on the report of the
oity "experts:"
'''Slight gains In revenues were re

ported to the stockholders of the Chi-
cago Telephone Company at the an-
nual meeting, although there was a
falling off in the profits In the city of
Chicago Itself. This loss was due.

'according to President Bernard B.
Stiuuy's report, to the constantly

number of "nickel a day"
telephones, the revenue on which av-
erages $22.70 per annum as against a
cost of operation, he said, of $28.64,
as fixed by one city expert, and $25.28
as fixed by another ctty expert The
pecentage of nickel telephones In
Chicago increased 86 per cent in 18M
and 42 per cent In 1911. The com-
pany reports Increased earnings la
the suburban division, which offset
the losses In Chicago."

The Telephone Trust doesa't waat
stuck from the City Council.

It enly wants the phone rates raised
a trifle. They are aot high enough at
present to swell the dividends of the
local and the parent company.

It only wants permission to Install
slot machines all over

the elty, because people are aot losing
enough nickels already.

It wants the people to bear more of
Its earning expenses than they do now.

It wants them to deposit a nickel
before they can get police or Are pro
tection on aa emergency call.

It wants the city to give It free
rein to carry out Its designs on the
public.

It wants a great deal more.
What aldermen will sell out their

constituents to help this monopoly T

The extent to which the Ainerlcaa
people aro worked to inane money fe--
dmdends ior tho ownors of the tele-
phone monopoly Is shown in the an-
nual report of the Bell system for
1912 from which wo take the follow
ing extracts:

"The gross nwenuo collected from
the public In 1911 for telonhone serv- -

lco by tho Bell Bystom not includ.
Ing the connected independent com-
panieswas $179,600,000; an Increase
or nearly $14,000,000 over 'last year.
Of this, operation consumed $60,000,-00- 0;

taxes, $9,000,000 or 1 per cent
on tho outstanding capital; current
maintenance, $30,200,000; and pro-
vision for depreciation, $28,700,000.

Tho surplus was 851.600.000. of
which $13,600,000 was paid In inter-
est and nearly $20,000,000 was paid
in dividends."

Election of municipal Judges should
be held by itself. It Is purely a mu-
nicipal affair and It is not right they
should be voted for at a big county
and state election. They should be
voted for at the spring election in
April or at a scperate election in
June.

M. M. Connery has established a
garage at 2630 Wabash avenue which
Is one of the finest In the city. It will
take good care of all kinds of automo-
biles and is fully equipped to charge
electric trucks".

People who are looking for first-clas-s

truck storage or automobile
space, will do well to patronize Ur.
Connery, Mr. Connery Is a brother
of John T. Connery, the well-know- a

coal merchant, and of Frank D. Con-
nery, the city clerk. He Is a life-lon- g

resident .of Chicago and has hosts of
friends In all walks of life.

ADVERTISEMENT.

Tho Boa Brewery la aot ealy CM-eago- 'a

youngest brewery, hat It ts oae
of her ssost successful. No brewery
la the UalUd States ever achieved
suocess la such a short time aa the
Home Brewery. Its hoer already has
a reiatatloa among the) lovers of food
boar as being par excellence. The
Home Brewery also bottles Its beer
and a caso can be had by calling ap
Humboldt 9310. Advertisement.

No Imported beer on roe market to-

day has met with greater success thaa
that handled by August Luchow, The
Original Pilsener, from Pilsen, Bo-

hemia, Is, sold by this big concern, as
is also tho famous Wursburger Hof-bra-u

from Wursburg, Bavaria. These
beers are the favorites at Chicago's
leading clubs, restaurants and buffets.
They are without a peer. The Chicago
offices of August Luchow are located
In the Stock Exchange building, SO

North LaSalle street and are aader
the management of Hans Luchow Mr.
Luohow has made a splendid record
tar thm business In the Wait. and he
enjoys a widespread popularity among
Chicago's leading Business men ana
citizens. Advertisement.
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Malt Marrow
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Pabst Blue Ribbon I

The Beer
of Quality

Chicago Branch, North Desplaines

HAQEMANN, Manager
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