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chance, carefully trained and led by 
experienced officers, that they make 
first dlass fighting men. If General 
Bullard desires to question the effi- 
ciency and advisability of using col 
ored officers, let him say so but not 
Indict the Negro s-'Idler of ccfcvardi'ca 
which is a gross calumny against 
fearless soldiers who were ready and 
willing to lay down- their lives for 
their country, and who if well led 
will go as far as any General or any 
whitt* officer will lead them. 

“General Bullard further says ‘the 
politics of our country had forced 
the formation of this Negro Division 
contrary to exper-'ence’. Contrary to 
what experienn-e and to whose ex- 
perience. Since when did the United 
States ever have Divisions contain- 
ing 27,00*0 men before, white "or 
black. No wonder the 92nd Division 
never had a chance if that was the 
attitude of ranking generals in our 

army. Fortunately we have much 
better regular army authority than 
General Bullard on the conduct of 
American Negro troops in war. 

Col. James A. Moss*, a graduate of 
West Point who served 18 years with 
co ored troops und commanded the 
:172nd Infantry in France says, ‘if 

properly trained r.nd instructed the 
j co to red man makes as good a soldier 

j as the world has ever seen The 
history of the Negro in all of our 

! wars including our Indian Cnm- 
pa'gns show this. He ik by nature 
of a happy disposition,, he is respon- 
sive and tractable, he it? very amen- 

able to disq'pline, be has faith and 
confidence in h's 1 eader, he possess 
es physical courage all of which are 

va'liable military assets’. 

GENERAL PERSHING’S TRIBUTE. 

“General! Pershing says, ‘I cannot 
commend too highly the spirit shown 

among the colored combat troops 
who exhibit fine capacity for quick 
train ng and eagerness for the must 
dangerous work’. 

“According to General Bullard’s 
own statement the 92nd Division 
was under his command only a few 
weeks, yet he undertakes to condemn 
all Negro soldiers of cowardice and 

neffieiency because of the mishand- 
inK of the, Division under his com 

mand. The fact is that they were 

only called on to attack on Novem-j 
1 ber 10th and 11th along with the < 

other units of the 2nd Army and 
accomplished about as much as any 
other Division in tnat attack, one of 
the colored battalions being decorat- 
ed for coming to the aid of some 

white troops which had gotten iinto 
a tight place. If the attack of the 
2nd Army failed the blame should be 
placed elsewhere than in this Divis- 
ion When the 1st Army succeeded 
in its attack in September 1918. 
there might have been some reason 
.o repr a eh the colored recruits but 
‘n the November offensive before 
Metz the blame rests largely on poor 
readership as there was plenty of 
time to reorganize the entire outfit, 
if it were deemed necessary. 

“Jn my judgment this unwarranted 
attack on Negro soldier's and charg- 
ing them with cowardice ie either a 

deliberate conspiracy to malign and 
discredit American Negro sold:ers 
and the.Negro race or it was written 
without knowledge and conclusion 
hastily or eagerly jumped at from 
prejudice without a careful investi- 
gation of all the facts regarding the 
training, experience and conduct in 
battle of all the colored American 
sold’ers in the Ameridan Expedition- 
ary Forces. 

A CITATION OF BRAVERY. 
‘‘If anyone questions the bravery 

of the American colored soldier let 
me relate the story of Sergeant But- 
ler of Company L, 369th Infantry 
who pursued a German raiding party 
into no man’s land after they had 
captured a white American officer 
and four or five Negro soldiers and 
who alone and unaided except by 
the small machine gun he carried, 
freed the white officer and the col- 
ored soldiers, and killed a half dozen 
of the German raiding party, and 

seriously wounded the German offi- 
> who Vp’* died in our trenches. 

That :'s the true account of one 

trained and experienced colored non- 

commissioned officer acting .on hfs 
own initiative and what one can do 
all could have done, ij given the op- 
portunity and properly trained and 
led. « 

BRAVERY UNQUESTIONED. 

"Let no man question the bravery 
of the colored soldiers for he either 
does not know what he is talkiihg 
about or he is prejudiced. 

“I do not know General Bullard 
and have no personal controversy 
with him but simply out of Justice 
to those seven hundred colored sol- 
diers who paid the supreme sacrifice, 
the five thousand who were wounded 
and the four hundred thousand in 

! 
the armed forces of the United States 
'I wish to take this opportunity to 

protest, deny and repudiate the 
charge of cowardice against the 
American Negro soldier. 

“Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) ‘HAMILTON FISH, JR. 

“Formerly an Officer in 369th Inf.” 

P. s.—“Since writing this defense 
of the colored American soldier in 
the Wolf’d War. I have learned that 
General Robert Lee Bullard was born 
in Alabama and was appodtated to 
West Point from that State. Such 
information may be useful to the 
reader before reaching a conclusion” 

-- 
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JOTTINGS FROM EDFAL 

SOCIETY. 

A great anniversary of the Lodge* 
of the National Ideal Benefit Society 
of Charles City and New Kent Coun- 
ties, was held at Un|on Bapt'st 
Church Charles City county, Sunday 
June 14, 1925 at 11:30 A. M. under 
auspices of the following Lodges: 
Roxbury Lodge, Mt. Castle, Peerless. 

I 
Beacon Light, Wallsworth. Metre 
politan. True Friendship. 

Mr. A. W. Holmes, Supreme Mas 
ter was the principal speaker. H 
deVvered an inspiring and instruct 
ive address which showed a substar 
tfal giMwth of the Order. The Na 
tJonal Ideal Choir of Richmond, Mi 

, W. H. Coy leader, rendered beauti 
fn’ selections, which delighted th 
great audience. We makje specia 

mention of the solos of Mr. Johi 
Chanr.-ip and Mrs. Olivia W. Smitl 

s!.!i? to the delight of the aud 
ience. 

Rev. Banks, the pastor, spoke ver, 
■ pncoiirag'hgly concerning the Order 
Among other things he spoke of hi 
lon^ acquaintance and his implici 
ronfidence he has always had in th< 

header of the Order. Mr. Rufus E 
.Jones was master of ceremonies, 
PevotionnJs were conducted by Rev 
P. W. Williams, Re^_ P. G. Ferrel 
Mr. Newton Jones and Mr. Abrahan 
Williams. Welcome address, Mte; 
Charlotte Allen; response, Mr. R. E 
F. Wash'ngton: paper, Mrs. J. R. 
Bradley: address, Mrs. D. C. Carter; 
duet. Misses Sarah Jones and Elvira 
Brown; offering, Mr. D. C. Mlcrtor 
Mr. Luther Johnson, Mrs. E. Per 
kins and Mr. W. H. Smith. 

The program, which was nicely 
carried out, was indeed fine and 

greatly enjoyed by all. Much credit 
is due the committee for the success 
of the occasion. Several visitors 

e were present. Mrs. Josephine Fer- 
rell of Roxbury Nursery presented a 

happy band of children on the oc- 

casionrof the anniversary. 
: Dinner was served in abundance on 

the ground, 
e 
I A splendid Nursery was recently 
1 organized at Holdcraft by Deputy 
x Mary E. Page. Mrs. Martha Smith 

and Mr. W. H. {Smith have the 
credit of getting up this Nursery. 

r 

Tuesday. June 16th, 7 o'clock A. 
* M., members and friends of the 
t National Ideal Benefit Society left 
J /Main Street Station for a day’s out- 

ing to Bay Shore, arrived there about 
9 A. M. Every one returned having 
enjoyed a day of great pleasure. 

1 The railroad off'cials congratulated 
i the Ideals for. such an orderly crowd. 

I —The Planet will be sent to you for 
one year, price $2.00 or it will b« deliv- 
ered at your door every Saturday for 
F4 ^e Cents per week. 


