
OUR WINTER.

Its Peculiarities Described by Charl«»
Dudley Warner.

To recommend to any one a winter
climate is far from the writer's thought.

No two persons agree on what is desira-
ble for a winter residence, and the in-
clination of the same person varies with
his state of health. I can only attempt

to give some idea of what is called the
minter months of Southern California,
to which my observations mainly apply.
The person in ordinary health willfind
Tery little that is hostile to the orderly
organic processes. In order to appreci-
ate the winter climate of Southern Cali-
fornia one should stay here the year
through, and select the days that suit-
his idea of winter from any of the
months. From the fact that the great-

est humidity is in the summer and the
least in the winter months, he may wear
an overcoat in July in a temperature,
according to the thermometer, which in
January would render the overcoat un-
necessary. It is dampness that causes
both heat and cold to be most felt. The
lowest temperatures in Southern Califor-
nia generally are caused only by the
extreme dryness of the air; in the long
nights of December and January there
is a more rapid and longer continued
radiation of heat. It must be a dry and
clear night that will send the tempera-
ture down to 34°. But the effect of the
sun upon this air ie instantaneous, and
the cold morning is followed at once by
a warm forenoon ; the difference between
the average cold of January and the
average heat of July, measured by the
thermometer, is not, great in the val-
leys, foothills and on the coast. For the
four months of July, August, September

and October there was scarcely a shade
of difference at 3 p. m. The striking
fact in all the records I have seen is that
the difference of temperature in the
daytime between summer and winter
is veiy small, the great difference being
from midnight to just before sunrise,
and this latter difference is greater in-
land than on the coast. There are of
course frost and ice in the mountains,
but the frost that comes occasionally in
the low inland valleys is of very brief
duration in the morning hour,and rarely
continues long enough to have a serious
effect upon vegetation.

In considering the matter of tempera-
ture, the rule forvegetation and invalids
willnot be the same. A spot in which
delicate flowers in Southern California
bloom the year round may be too cool
for many invalids. It must not be for-
gotten that the general temperature
here is considerably lower than that to
which most eastern people are accus-
tomed. They are used to living all
winter in overheated houses, and to
protracted heated terms rendered worse
by humidity in the summer. The dry,
low temperature of the California win-
ter, notwithstanding its perpetual sun-
shine, may therefore seem to them want-
ing in direct warmth. It may take a
year or to two acclimate them to this
more equable and more refreshing
temperature.

Neither on the coast nor in the foot-
hills willthe invalid find the climate of
the Kiviera or of Tangier?nor the tra-
montana wind of the former nor the ab-
solutely genial but somewhat enervating
climate of the latter. Bnt itmust be
borne in mind that in this, our Mediter-
ranean, the seeker for health or pleasure
can find almost any climate (except the
very cold or the very hot) down to the
minutest subdivision. He'may try the
dry marine climate of the coast or the
temperature' of the fruit lands and gar-
dens from San Bernardino to Los An-
geles, or he may climb to any altitude
that suits him in the Sierra Madre or
San Jacinto ranges. The difference may
be all important to him between a valley
and a mesa which is not a hundred feet
higher; nay, between the slope of a foot-
hill with a shifting Of not more than
fifty feet elevation, the change may be
as marked for him as itis for the most
sensitive young fruit tree.

The rainy season in Southern Cali-
fornia, which may open with a shower
or two in October, but does not set in
tilllate in November or till December,
and is over in April, is not at all a period
of cloudy weatheror continuous rainfall.
On the contrary, bright, warm days and
brilliant sunshine are the rule. The
rain is most likely to fall in the night.
There may be a day of r%in, or several
days that are ovgrcast with distributed
rain, but the showe"rs are soon over and
the sky clears. Yet winters vary greatly
in thin respect, the rainfa.l being much
greater in some than in others. In 1890
there was rain beyond the average, and
even on the equable beach of Coronado
there were some weeks of weather that
from a California point ofview were very
unpleasant. It was unpleasant by local
comparison, but it was not damp and
chilly, like a protracted period of falling
weather on the Atlantic coast. The rain
comes with a southerly wind, caused by
disturbance in the far north, and with
the resumption of the prevailing west-
erly winds it suddenly ceases, the air
clears, and neither before nor after it is
the atmosphere "steamy" or enervating.
The average annual rainfall of the Pa-
cific coast diminishes by regular grada-
tion from point to point all the way from
Puget Sound to the Mexican boundary.
Usually the fog-bank willroll in during
the night, and disappear by 10 o'clock in
the morning. There is no wet season
properly so called, and consequently few
days in the winter months when it is
not agreeable to be out of doors; per-
haps no day when one cannot walk or
drive during some part of it. Yet as to
precipitation or temperature it is impos-
sible to strike any general average for
Southern California. In 1883-4 San
Diego had 25.77 inches of rain; Los An-
geles, 15 miles inland, had 38.22. The
average rainfall for Los Angeles is 17.64;
but in 1870-7 the total at San Diego was
only 3.75 and at Los Angeles only 5.28.
Yet. elevation and distance from the
coast do not always determine the rain-
fall. The yearly mean rainfall at Julien,
in the San Jacinto range, at an eleva-
tion of 4500 feet, is 37.74; observations
at Riverside, 1050 feet above the sea,
give an average of 9.37.

It is probably impossible to give an
eastern man a just idea of the winter of
Southern California. Accustomed to ex-
tremes, he may expect too much. He
wants a violent change. If he quits the
snows, the slush, the leaden skies, the al-
ternate sleet and cold rain of New Eng-
land, he would like the tropical heat,
the languor, the color of Martinique.
He willnot find them here. He comes
instead into a strictly temperate region ;
and even when he arrives his eyes de-
ceive him. He sees the orange ripen-
ing in its dark foliage, the long lines of
the eucalyptus, the feathery pepper
tree, the magnolia, the English walnut,
the black live oak, the fan palm, in all
the vigor of June ?everywhere beds of
flowers of every hue and of every coun-
try blazing in the bright sunlight; the
heliotrope, the geranium, the rare hot-

house roses overrunning the hedges of
cypress, and the scarlet passion vine
chmbing to the roof-tree of the cottages;
in the vineyard or.the orchard the hor-
ticulturist is following the cultivator in
his shirtsleeves; he hears running wa-
ter, the song ofbirds, the scent of flow-
ers is in the air, and he cannot under-
stand why he needs winter clothing,
why he always wants a fire at
night. It is a fraud, he says,
all this visible display of sum-
mer, and of an almost tropical summer
at that; it is really a cold country. It
is incongruous that he should be looking

E?»hai
should enervate him elsewhere, stimu-
lates him here. The green, brilliant.vig-
orous vegetation, the perpetual sunsnine
deceive him; he is careless about the

i]

to extremes of temperature and artificial
heat, I think for most people the first
winter here is a disappointment. Iwas
told by a phyeician who had eighteen
years' experience of the climate, that in
hie first winter he had never seen a peo-
pie so insensible to the cold as the San
Diegans, who seem not to require
warmth. And all this jfime the
trees are growing like asparagus,
the most delicate flowers are' in per-

petual bloom, the annual crops
are most lusty. I fancy that the soil is
always warm. The temperature is truly
moderate. The records for a number of
years show that the mid-day tempera-
ture of clear days in winter is from 00 to
70 degrees on the coast, from 05 to 08
degrees in the interior, while that of
rainy days is about 00 degrees by the
sea and inland. Mr. Van Dyke says
that the lowest mid-day temperature le-

corded at the United States signal sta-
tion at San Diego during eight years is
51 degrees. This occurred but once. In
those eight years there were but twenty-
one days when the mid-day temperature
was not above 55 degrees. In all that
time there but six days when the mer-
cury fell below 36 degrees at any time
in the night, and but two when it fell to
32 degrees, the lowest point ever reach-
ed there. On one of these two last
named days it went to 51 degrees at
noon, and on the other to 50 degrees.
This was the great "cold snap" of De-
cember, 1879.

It goes without saying that this sort
of climate would suit anyone inordinary
health, inviting and stimulating to con-
stant out-of-door exercise, and that it
would be equally favorable to that gen-
eral break-down of the system which
has the name of nervous prostration.
The effect upon diseases of the respira-
tory organs can only be determined by
personal experience.

TO THE TOURIST.

Southern California the Finest Winter
Resort in the World.

After all the averages and statistics,
and not considering now the chances of
the speculator, the farmer, the fruit-
raiser or the invalid, is Southern Cali-
fornia a particularly agreeable winter
residence? The question deserves a
candid answer, for it is of the last im-
portance to the people cf the United

States to know whether they have
accessible by rail a region free from win-
ter rigor and vicissitudes, and yet with
few of the disadvantages of most winter
resorts.

There are no sudden changes of season
here. Spring comes gradually day by
day, a perceptible hourly waking to life
and color; and this glides into a sum-
mer which never ceases, but only be-
comes tired and fades into the repose of
a short autumn, when the sere and

brown and red and yellow hills and the
purple mountains are waitingfor the rain-
doudß. This is according to the process, » - ? \- , ,of nature; b«* wherever irrigation brings
moisture to the fertilesoil, the green and
bloom are perpetual the year round, only
the green is powdered with duet, and
the cultivated flowers have their periods
o{exhauatio ?.

P

T . ~. ? , ...1 should think itwell worth while to
watch the procession of nature here
from late November or December to
Aprii. it i? a land of delicate and bril-

f»» Wild '?» WT jn« shrubs,
strange in form and wonderful in color,
Before the annual rains the land lies in
a sort of swoon in a golden haze; the
elopes and plains are bare, the hills

with ripe wild oats or ashy gray
wlth 88 8e > the Bea breeze 18 we -k»-the air grows drier, the sun
hot, the shade cool. Then one day
lightclouds stream up from the south-
wegt and theie ig a tl rain Wh

?
?*_,, ~th« Bun °ut »«ain ,lts J*?* »?

milder, the land is refreshed and bright-
ened, and almost immediately a green-
ish tinge appears on plain and hillside,
At intervals the rain continues, daily the

landscape is greener in infinite variety
of shades, which seem to sweep over the
hills in waves of color. Upon this car-
pet of green by February nature begins
to weave an embroidery of wildflowers,
white, lavender, golden, pink, indigo,
scarlet, changing day by day, and every
day more brilliant, and spreading from
patches into great fields, until dale and
hilland table-land are overspread with a
refinement and glory of color that would
be the despair of the carpet weavers of
Daghestan.

This, with the scent of orange groves
and tea roses, with cool nights, -snow in
sight on the high mountains, an occa-
sional day of rain, days of bright sun-
shine, when an overcoat is needed in
driving, must suffice the sojourner for
winter. He will'be humiliated that he
is more sensitive to cold than the
heliotrope or violet, but he must
bear it. If he is looking for
malaria, he must go to some other win-
ter resort. If he wants a "norther"
continuing for days, he must move on.
If he is accustomed to various insect
pests, he willmiss them here. If there
comes a day warmer than usual, it will
not be damp or soggy. So far as nature
is concerned, there is very littleto grum-
ble at, and one resource of the traveler
is therefore taken away.

But is it interesting? What is there
to do? It must be confessed that there ;
is a sort of monotony in the scenery as
there is in the climate. There is, to be
sure, great variety in a way between
coast and mountain, as, for instance, \
.between Santa Barbara and Pasadena, 'and if the tourist will make a busi- |
ness of exploring the valleys and i
uplands and cafions little visited,
he will nut complain of monotony;
but theartiet and the photographer find
the same elements repeated in little
varying combinations. There is unde-
niable repetition in the succession of
flower gardens, fruit orchards, alleys of
palms and peppers, vineyards, and the

cultivation about the villas is repeated
in all directions. The Americans have
not the art of making houses or a land
picturesque. The traveler is enthusias-
tic about the exquisite drives through
these groves of t

fruit, with the ashy or
snow-covered bills for background or
contrast, and he exclaims at the pretty
cottages, vine and rose clad, in their
semi-tropic setting, but ifby chance he
comes upon an old adobe or a Mexican
ranch house in the country, he has
emotions of a different sort. There
is little left of the old Span-

ish occupation, but the remains of it
make the romance of the country, and
appeal to our sense of fitness and beauty.
It is to be hoped that all such historical
associations willbe preserved, for they
dive to the traveler Mint which our coun-
try generally lacks, and \ Inch is largely
the attraction of Italy and Spain. In-
stead of adapting and modifying the
houses and homes that the climate sug-
gests, the new American comers have
brought here from the east the smart-
ness and prettiness of our modern non-
descript architecture. The low house,
with its recesses and galleries, built
round an inner court, or patio, which,
however small, would fill the whole
interior with sunshine and the scent of
flowers, is the sort of dwelling that
would suit the climate and the habits of
life here. But the present occupiers
have taken no hints from the natives.
In village and country they have done
all they can, in spite of the maguey and
the cactus and the palm and the um-
brella tree and the live oak and the
riotous flowers and the thousand novel
forms of vegetation, to give everything
a prosaic look. But why should the
tourist find fault with this? The Amer-
ican likes it, and he would not like the
picturesqueness of the Spanish or Latin
races.

So far as climate and natural beauty

go to make one contented in a winter re-
sort, Southern California hae unsurpass-
ed natural attractions, and both seem to
me to fit very well the American tem-
perament.; buttbe association s|of art and
history are wanting, and the tourist
knows how largely hie enjoyment of a
vacation in Southern Italy, or Sicily, or
Northern Africa, depends upon these?
upon these and upon the aspects of hu-
man nature foreign to his experience.. . . . Year by year the country be-
comes more agreeable to the traveler, in
the first through the improve-
ment in the hotels, and in the second,
by better roads. * In the large vil-
lages and cities there are|milea of ex-
cellent drives, well sprinkled, through
delightful avenues, in a park-like
country, where the eye is enchanted
with coldr and luxurious vegeta-
tion, and captivated by the remarkable
beauty of the hills, the wildness and
picturesqueness of which enhances the
charming cultivation of the orchards and
gardens. .Andno country is more agree-
able for tiding add driving, for even at
midday, in the direct sun rays, there is
almost everywhere a refreshing breeze,
and one rides or drives or walk9with lit-
tle sense of fatigue. The horses are
uniformly excellent, either in the car-
riage or under the saddle. I am sure
they are remarkable in speed, endurance
and ease of motion. If the visiting sea-
son had no other attraction, the horses
would make it distinguished.

There is very good
fishing in the clear streams in the foot-
hills, hunting in the mountains for large
game Btillworthy of the steadiest nerves,
and good bird shooting everywhere.
There are mountains to climb, canons
to explore, lovely valleys in the recesses
of the hills to bediscovered ?in short.one
disposed to activity and not afraid of
roughing it could occupy himself most
agreeably and healthfully in the wild
parts of "San Bernardino and Han Diego
counties ; he may even start a grizzly in

the Sierra Madre range in Los Angeles
county. Hunting and exploring in the
mountains, riding over the mesas,which
are green from the winter rains and gay
with a thousand delicate grasses anil
flowering plants, is manly occupation to
suit the most robust and adventurous.
Those who saunter in the trim gardens,
or fly from one hotel parlor to the other,
do not ccc the best of Southern Califor-
nia in the winter.

But you can take your choice. It lies
there, bur Mediterranean region, on a
blue ocean, protected by barriers oi

granite from the northern influences,
an infinite variety of plain, cafion, hills,
valleys, seacoastour New Italy with-
out malaria, and with every sort ok
fruit which we desire (except "the trop-
ical-, which he gruwii 111
perfection when our knowledge
equals our ambition ; and if you cannot
find a winter home there or pass some
conteuted weeks in the months of north-
ern inclemency, you are weighing social
advantages against those of the least
objectionable climate in the union.

It has been said that this land of the
sun and of the equable climate willhave
the effect that other lands of a southern
aspect have upon temperament and hab-
its. It is feared that northern-bred peo-
ple, who are guided by the necessity of
making hay while the sun shines, will
not make hay at all in a land where the
sun always shines. It is thought that
unless people ate spurred on incessantly
by tjie exigencies of the changing sea-
sons, they willlose energy and fall into
an idle floating along with gracious na-
ture. Willnot one fall into a comforta-
ble and easy procrastination if he has a
whole year in which to perform the labor
ol three mo.iths ? Will Southern Cali-
fornia be an exception to those lands of
eauable climate and extraordinary fer-
tility where every effort is postponed
till-'tomorrow?"

I wish there might be something solid
iv i his expectation ; that this may be a
region where the restless American will
loje something of his hurry and petty,
feverish ambition. Partially it may be
so. He willtake, he is already taking,
something of the tone of the climate and
of the old Spanish occupation. But the
race instinct of thrift and of "getting
on" willnot toear out in many genera-
tions. Besides, the conditions of living
at all in Southern California in comfort,
and with the social life indispensable to
our people, demands labor, not exhaust-
ing and killing,but still incessant?de-
mand industry. A land that will not
yield satisfactorily, without irrigation,
and whose best paying produce requires
intelligent as well as careful husbandry,
willnever be an idle land. Egypt, with
all its dolce far niente, was never an
idle land for the laborer.

It may be expected, however, that no
more energy will be developed or en-
couraged than is needed for the daily
tasks, and these tasks being lighter than
elsewhere, and capable of being post-
poned, that there willbe less stress and
strain in the daily life. Although the
climate of Southern California is not en-
ervating, in fact is stimulating to the
newcomer, it is doubtless true that the
monotony of good weather, of the Bight
of perpetual bloom and color in or-
chards and gardens, will take away
nervousness and produce a certain
placidity, which might be taken for lazi-
ness by a northern observer. It kept
with desired punctuality, under the
impression that the enjoyment of life
does not depend upon exact response to
the second hand of a watch ; and it is
not unpleasant to think that there is a
corner of the union where there will be
a little more leisure, a little more of
serene waiting on Proyidence, an abate-
ment of the restless rush and haste of
our usual life. The waves of population
have been rolling weetward for a long
time, and now, breaking over the

mountains, they flow over Pacific slopes
and along the warm and inviting seas.
Is it altogether an unpleasant thought
that the conditions of life willbe some-
what easier there, that there will be
some physical repose, the race having
reached the sunset of the continent,
comparable to the desired placidity of
life called the sunset of old age?

After a time sheep may be useful only
for mutton. Wool, the chemists say,
can be made more cheaply from wood
fibre than it can be grown on sheep.

VIEW OF A PALM GARDEN IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA.

VIEW OF LOS ANGELES UNIVERSITY.

"GOING WEST."
How the Meaning of the Term Has

Changed of Late.
It is not more than eighty or ninety

years since the term "going west"'
meant, with the people of "Virginia,
moving over the Blue Ridge; with the
people of Pennsylvania emigrating be-
yond the Allegheny mountains; while
in New York, a removal to Genesee val-
ley, about the center of the state, was
looked upon as "going west." Later
on, emigrating to Ohio, Illinois, Michi-
gan, and Indiana, each in its turn, was
considered "going west," up tillabout
1840 everything beyond the Mississippi
being regarded as "the far west."

fiince California became the ultima
thule of westward immigration, it is no
longer easy to say just where the "west"
is. Practically the dwellers on this coast
have no Occident. Where the inhabi-
tants of our oriental states now locate
the west we are not advised. We sup-
pose they continue as of old, to speak
of the central group of states as the
west, though with us they lie so far to
the east. Our geographical nomencla-
ture in this, as in some other respects,
calls for amendment. We require at
least a new classification of the states.
The republic should be divided in-
to the northern, the southern, the
middle or central, and the west-
ern states, the latter taking in all
west of the Rocky mountains, while the
middle or central group takes in all be-
tween the Rockies and the Mississippi
river, except such portions of Louisiana
as lies west of that river. The northern
tier ofstates might properly be made to
comprise all the territory north of Vir-
ginia and Tennessee.

Grouping the states in the manner
here proposed and naming the several
groups according to their geographical
positions, would enable us to tlx the
"west" Bomewhat definitelyand give to
these other subdivisions of the republic
more precision than has been the cus-
tom.? 1Rural Press.

ABlch Paris Hog-gar.

Pucciarelli, a Paris beggar, committed
suicide by throwing himself from the
window of the apartment which he occu-
pied in the Rue Princeese. The streets
of Paris, if they are not exactly paved
with gold for the benefit of the beg'
gar, arc at any rate macadamized with
bronze. The commissary of police for
the quarter in which the Rue Prin-
cesse is situated was called upon to mako
the usual examination as to the death of
Pucciarelli. Inperforming his task in
the dead man's room?which was not cer-
tainly furnished with sufficient luxury
to render the same a lengthy operation?
he nevertheless made the interesting dis-
covery that the old man possessed in se-
curities and money no less a sum than
80,000 francs ($16,000.)

Like most beggars, Pucciarelli lived
frugally; a littlebread and cheese and a
demi-settier of wine were sufficient for
his needs. One luxury he allowed him-
self, and that was cigarettes. Allthe
afternoon and evening he lay on his bed
and smoked cigarettes. Lately he had
met withreverses in his profession. Oth-
er beggars stronger than himself had
driven him away from where he had been
wont to make so much, and he had been
forced to seek fresh fields for his indus-
try.?Cor. Chicago News,

The Finest Pullman Car.
Hot Springs thoroughbreds are ag-

grieved because Cornelius Vanderbilt has
not taken his annual bath here this sea-
son. But the assemblage ofmillionaires
has been tolerably representative of the
country's plutocratic crop. The sidings
at the Hot Springs railway terminus
have been filled with private cars ofrail-
way and other potentates who can afford
such luxuries for weeks. Just now the
finest private car here is Mr. Pullman's,
of course. The car is painted a quiet,
color, and there is nothing gaudy about
its appointments, but the big arched
plate glass windows, the massive steel
frame and many other details bespeak
the superior quality of this comfortable
home on wheels.

It is like Mr, Pullman that the Pull-
man monogram, P. P. C. in gold, is the
only distinguishing mark upon the side
of the car. So many men would haVe
put their own initials there. Mr. Pull-
man once told me himself that he hadn't
much use for a private car, and most of
his traveling is done in ordinary Pull-
man coaches.?Hot Springs Cor. Pitts-
burg Dispatch.

Newspaper Statistics.

The statistics which have been gath-
ered for the 1891 edition of the American
Newspaper Directory show aremarkable
increase in the number of newspapers
published. According to this standard
authority there are now 19,873 publica-
tions of different classes in the United
States and Canada?a net gain of 1,613
over last year's record. Atno time since
the publication of the book was begun
has the increase been so large. Last year
it was only 653, and the figures for the
present year even exceed those of 1884,
when the net increase was 1,500.

As regards geographical distribution,
New Yorkstate stillholds the lead, nosy

having 1,958 papers as against 1,778 for
last year. Illinois, Pennsylvania and
Ohio follow in the order named. The
fifth and sixth places are now held by
lowa and Missouri, whose gain in new
newspapers has been large enough toput
them ahead of the Dominion of Canada
and Kansas, which held these positions
last year. The end pf the liltis brought
up by Alaska, with only three publica-
tions.?Printer's Ink.

Solid Fungus.

What its discoverer declared to be a
new kind of mineral was received by the
department of agriculture the other day
all the way from California. Professor
Galloway examined it, and told areport- -er that it was merely a fungus of a very
peculiar kind which grows in California
and several other states as far east as
Michigan, being developed upon the
trunks of pine trees. The specimen men-
tioned weighed about three pounds and
was very solid, being composed almost
entirely of resin. This material, for the
purpose of its own support, the parasite
causes the tree to socrete in unusual
quantities. Wherever the fungus flourl
ishes itis believed by the country people
to*be an excellent substitute for quinine,
and is used by them as a remedy for -chills and fever.?Washington Star.

Young Cawby: What a plain girl
that new typewriter is?in fact quite
homely. Old Cawby: But she's not
half so plain in her face as she is on
paper. That's why I engaged her.
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