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SOME FACTS ABOUT
" THE GAME OF WHIST

A Vast Difference Between the Medera
and Aacieat Cames.

HOW IT SHOULD BE PLAYED

Good Judgement, a Retentive Mem«
ory and an Even Temper Are the
Three Prime RequisitesssWomen
Are Equally as Clever Players as
Are the Men--Some Notes About
the Game.

Thlltginrlous game when first a novise
s,

He wondera where Its difficulty lles,

But let such shallow ressoners know
What seems the easlest is not nlways s0.
The man who wishes well at whist to play
To three propitious powers must homage

To ﬁ:gl;rr first, whose fruitful mlirror
Be!o::?ur sight bids all our past ap-
To Jt.ll’: .'tl;'ll.el'll next, whose lamp's unerring
Ou!daalpro' the mases of thu'duubtml

¥
To Temper last, whose cool and whole-
some breeze i
From noxlous mists the mind's horizon

frees.
Let ull who =it them down at whist to play
From forelgn objects turn their eyes

away,
And to }:ih. verdant boards {llumined
I

roun
Their fears, their prospects and thelr
wishes bound,

The above lines from “Whist a Poem"
by Alexander Thomson, published 1808,
will be appreciated by all whist play-
ers. Thomson evidently knew what he
was talking about. It is only after con-
slderable study and application that
one percelves the possibilities and
strength of the game. A person I.:l:l!‘:
learn to pluy a strong game of ‘‘euchre
or other simllar games In a month,
but & whist player i# always dlssatis-
fied with his own play.

Many people suppose “Modern Whist"”
to be governed and played by rules.
It Is true that it requires a thorough
knowledge of all accepled axioms, and
cloge study of situations and problems
to become a good player: yet, as o mat-
ter of fact, an educated modern whist
player plays less by rule than the or-
dinary player. The old rules of “sec-
ond hand low,"” “third hand high' “re-
turn your partner's lead of trumps,"”
ete., ete, no longer fetter the hands
of the advanced player, whose knowl-
‘edge of the game, acquired by close
study, enables him to avold the dangers,
which his judgment and perception tell
him exist In following the above rules,
in certain situations. A knowledge of
rules and axioms often furnishes the
begt of reasons for violating the same
and with good results, The ordinary
player while sniffing at modern scien-
tific whist, s at the mercy of the one,
two or three simple rules he has picked
up. A “lttle” knowledge Is us danger-
ous In whist as In other things. Scl-
entific whist Is absolutely free from
rules, while the knowledge aeguired en-
ables one to use his nuturul faculties
to the best advantage. The greater
the knowledge, the brighter and less
mechanical the play.
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The sentiment as to the possibilities
of women's whist playing has under-
gune as great a change in the whist
world, a3 any other featurs of the
game, The Introduction of the dupli-
cate inethod of play has doubtless been
the cause of this, us well as other
etrengthening features,  The equulity
of the sexes has been so clearly shown
in this game of skill, which for many

generations- man has clalimed as his
alone, that it Is not safe to Aght longer
on any other point. The whist papers
are filled with victories of the gentler
gnd not less brainy sex; and the men
will bave to work harder or stand in
danger of being driven out of the
fleld.

Challenge games for the Andrews
Trophy will now Le the important fea-
ture of games between women. It was
al first proposed to play all the ghmes
in Philladelphia, but as a Washington
team won the trophy at the Women's
congress It wWas necessary to go there
for it. Mrs. Newbold's team of Phila-
delphia, was the first challenger and
the match was played at Washington
on Dec. 2 resulting in a victory for
the “"Newbolds” by 6 tricks.

At the recent tournament In Phila- |

delphla, the following resolution was
unanimously adopted: “Resolved, that
the contestants In the Women's con-
gress, held at 1119 S8pruee street, Phil-
adelvhia, Nov, 11, 12 and 13, 1896, heart-
lly approve uf the formatlon of a Wo-
men's Whist league, and for the ac-
complishment of that object call upon
the women whist players of America
to organize whist clubs, and send rep-
resentatives from such clubs to & meet-
ing to be held for the purpose of
league organization; that Mrs. T. H.
Andrews be requested to act as chair-
man of a committee of five, ghe to ap-
polnt the other four. The dutics of said
committee to be to select the time and
place for such a meeting and lasue a
call fur the same. All women Interest-
ed in this matter should address Mrs,
T. H. Andrews, 1118 Spruce street, Phil-
adelphia, Pa." 3

There 18 no reason why Scranton
women whisters ghould not take an
active Intersst In this organization,
There s unquestionably sufficlent tal-
ent here to make a satlsfactory show-
Ing. Form a club and moke arrange-
ments with Mr. Otis, of Newark, to
drill five or six or more of the best
players.  Mr, Otls |s & whist teacher
who is very successful in his work.
He has a ladles’ club at Pottsville at
the present tlme, Last month o team
of twenty women at Toledo played a
team of twenty men composed of the
best whist players of Toledo. When It
wus all vver, it was found that the
ladles had made the top scores both
“N. and 8" and “E, and W."” with
plus 7 and plus 5 ‘I'he best the men
could do was plus 2,
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In the ladies' game at the Philadel-
phin Whist club on Nov, 19, & most In-
teresting questlon of discard arose,
The dealers hand was as follows:

Spades—Nane,

Hearts—A, K, 8, 7, §6, 3. (Trumps.)

Clubs—A, Q. J. T.

Diamonds—K. 10, 2,

The first {rick produced the follow-
Ing play: 8-2, 8.Q, 8-4. Question:
What should the dealer discard? Shall
the D-10 be dropped, thercby signalling
for trumps or the D-2 If the latter,
partner will either continue with win-
ning spades, allowing further discard-
Ing. or lead clubs, which will sult the
denler's hand. The D 2 {s evidently
the best discard.

Here I8 a pretty coup for a not un-
common situation. It occurred in ac-
tual play In a game In Beranton:

North holds twelfth trump (a loser),
smull diumond, acve und two small
spades, The previous play elearly
murks the high trump and four spades
with Euast; four established diamonds
and uvne spade with South; and two
eitublished hearts and three spades
with West, North has the lead and
should lead the losing trump; East
takes und must lead a spade; "N, and
8" wlill take four of the five tricks.
In actual play North led the diamond,
forcing East, and “N, and 8" unly
tuke two tricks,
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In the recent game for the challenge
trophy between the Hamilton club of
Philudelphle and the Boston Duplicate
Whist ¢lub, u Boston player led his
fourth best trump Instead of a club
from the fllowlng hand:

8.4

D—8, &

C—A 6.4, 0.2°

H—A, 8 6 4 2. (Hearts trump.)

He lost four tricks. It s true that
the result in any particular case is no
argument, yet it 1s o fact that none of
our leading players in Scranton would
think of making an original lead of
trumps from this hand,

a = B8

On Thursday night the Scranton
Whit club had its first ladies’ night
and the innovation proved so sugcenm
and agreeable that other ladies’ nights
are bound to be given during the win-
ter. Progressive compass whist was
played, Mrs. C. R. Parke and Henry
Belin, jr., leading the wining section
with a score of 180, and Mr, and Mrs.
L. G. LaBar, the loging section, with
a score of 177. Souvenirs in the ghape
of sterling sllver coffes spoons were
presented the wining ladles, The de-
tailed score is as follows:

NORTH AND SOUTH,
Beore,
Mrs, C, R, Parke and H. Belln, ir.....
Mrs. John Owens and F, P, Price
Mrs, W, J. Brown and €, B, Penman .
Mra. J. 8. Kirkpatrick and J, B, Kirk-

DRLEICIE il civans sraeas o bond vdnsse . 1T

Miss Scranton and C, R. Fuller

. 8. T. Hays und 8, T, Hays =
Mrs, C. R. Fuller and H, 8, Robinson,.
Mrs, T, H, Dale and T, H, Dale 1
Mrs. C. D. Jones und €, D. Jones .....

Average, 172 1-3,
EAST AND WEST.

Mrs. L. (3. LaBar and L. G, La
. L P, Megarge)and I, F.
) i-.l, J.Parrott and O, B, Wade i
, G. B. Jermyn and Dr. C. R. Parke 167
.r.\lyrun Kusgson and J. W. Dusen-

bury
Mrs, C. B, Penman and W. J. Brown . 163
Mrs, F. W, Fleltz and F, W, Fleitz .. 163
Miss Dale and M. H. Dale 2
ME\' 1. H. Allabach and Thomas
PRI Loaiuirnssnerssstsrrnnasnrers sonnsn

- ense . o

Average, 105 2.3,

The Scranton Whist club will play at
Easton Due, 28, e game :-III}r be
played under the regulations governing
the challenge trophy for teams of four,
Beranton will send one team of four
sure, and two If sultable arrangements
¢an be made. Mr. Hamilton writes
that they awalt the onslaught in fear
and trembling; but It sounds like sar-
casm, The Scranton men will cer-
talnly put up their best game, and will
bring home the ribbon If possible,
Hamilton and Nightingale are a good

palr, and If they can draw to It suc- r

cessfully, it will be hard to beat, al-
though a pleasure to play against.

L B )

TRUMPS HERE AND THERE.

Heveral of the professora of Prince-
ton university have lately organized
the Princeton Whist club, Application
has been made by this club for admis-
glon to the Amerlcan Whist league,
and also to the New Jersey Whist as-
soclation,

The annual congress of the New
England Whist assoclation was held
at Providence last month. It was the
most successful in the hlstory of the
agsuclution, The vice-pregident's tro-
phy was competed for by wn clubs and
won by the Mercantile Library team
of Bostun,

Whist Is flourlshing this winter in
Beruntun,  The Scranton Whist club
rooms are 4 popular resort for our lo-
cal whisters, With regular ¢lub games
un Tuesdays and Fridays, and club
matches on with Elmira, Binghamton
and Easton, the blood Is Kept clreulat-
ng. The club games are very popular
und the important contests clearly
ghow that no one two or three palrs
have any mortgage on the head table,
This club has from fifteen to twenty
players, who play,or know how to play,
@ very fulr game of whist. This s u
much better situation than to have
three or four who far excel all others,
This will not last long, of course, as
thuse who study and educate Ltheir na-
tural faculties will In time naturany
show a slight superiority.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

"SPECIAL ALES. SPECIAL LAGER. SPECIAL PORTER

The Atteﬁtion of the Public Is Directed to the

GASEY & KELLY BREWING C0.S

Special Effort to Furnish Their Patrons with
The Finest Quality of

0000000000000 00000000000000000000

AGER BEE

0000000000000 0000000000000000000000

For the Christmas and New Year s Business

Extra Cast. Extra Fine Quality. Will Guaran-
tee to our Patrons a Splendid Holiday Trade
and Much Pleasure to the Consum-

ers of Our Popular

LAGER BEER.
HAPPY NEW TEAR.
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THEDICKSON I_R‘HANI'{'I:"A‘_OTURINGCO
Houses for Sale and for Rent, i

peybisienfurboen llll:llmllﬂm Statllmn}!i Eggmas. Boilers,

L]
see the lists ol desirable property on n m l

QGenoral Office: SCRANTON, PA-

page 3 of The Tribune. .En'.

WE HAVE PURCHASED OF MORRIS J. DAVIDOW

THE ENTIRE STOCK OF -

High Grade Men's, Boys’ and Children’s

9000

9000000000000 000000

00000000000000000000000000000‘?00000000000000000

NE ~ CLOTHING, £

900000000000 00000000 900000000000 0¢

Boots, Shoes and Rubbers,

AT 40 CENTS ON THE DOLLAR.

We Ndw Offer the Above Stock at Remarkably E(;;N Prices in Order to
Dispose of Them at. Once.

SALE WILL BEGIN TODAY AT 10 A. M.
And Will Be Continued until the Entire Stock Is Sold Out.
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Manhattan Clothing Co,
222 LACKAWANNA AVENUE, SOBANTON, PA.

900000000000
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