
Crop Values Show Decline In North Carolina 
FARMERS SUFFERED 

LARGE LOSSES OF 
INCOA IN 1931 

Only Two States, Ken- 
tucky And Mississippi, 
Showed An Increase Ov- 
er The 1930 Production 
Values. 

The total value of North Carolina’s 
crops in 1931 was $136,496,000, as 

compared to $213,647,000 in 1930, it 
is pointed out in the Farm Forecaster, 
issued by the state department of agri- 
culture in co-operation with the Unit- 
ed States department. 

This publication, just off the press, 
is prefaced by a short article by Com- 
missioner of Agriculture William A. 
Graham entitled "Looking Back at the 
1931 Crop Year,” in which he de- 
clares: "We have passed from a year 
of unfortunate conditions into a year 
which many believe will turn the tide 
back to prosperity. Whether this is the 
case or not,” he declares, "we are all 
better prepared to practice those econ- 

omies which are so necessary in times 
of stres.” 

"My message to the farmers,” says 
the commissioner, "is that they do not 

give up hope but display that indom- 
itable spirit which has always charac- 
terized them in the past.” 

A ROCK IN A WEARY LAND 

When L was fifteen years old my 
father took me into his study and 
gave me a talk about" life insurance. 
He was a preacher, with a large fam- 
ily and a small salary. 

"Paying my premiums has kept me 

poor, and often in debt,” he said, "but 
I am well rewarded. I can lie down 
and sleep soundly at night.” 

In order to bring the lesson home, 
he applied for $3,000 of life insurance 
on the twenty payment plan for me, 

saying that he would carry it until I 
had graduated from college and I 
could go on with it from there. 

Twenty years seemed longer at that 
time than a hundred years seem now. 

I wondered if I would ever live to the 
ripe old age od thirty-dive, when the 
policies would be paid in full. 

Well, I have lived that long, and 
these policies, and some others, are all 
paid up. Father himself lived long and, 
having educated his children and seen 

them all started, he cashed in his in- 
surance and was comfortable in his 
old age. j 

Remembering this lesson, I have 
signed my checks for premiums very 
carefully, but never with so much sat- 
isfaction as during the past two years. 

In a period when almost everything 
one owns is tumbling it is great to 
know that one investment, at least, is 
just as good as it promised to be. 
Nothing has happened to any of the 
big insurance companies, and nothing 
will. 
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when I attended a convention of in- 
surance salesmen. They were full of 
human interest stories. 

Said one: "A business man walked 
into my office and asked for an ap- 
plication blank. He said that two years 
ago he was worth $200,000, and 
thought that he and his family were 

safe from financial worries forever. 
Now the $200,000 is less than $50,- 
000. His only hope of independence 
is through systematic savings as rep- 
resented by payments of life insurance 
premiums.” 

Another told, of a man who asked: 
"I am thirty-five and have to start 
all over again. What kind of a policy 

can you offer me that will insure me 

a competence at sixty?** 
We were all carried off our feet by 

the new theory of investments in 1929. 

Bonds and insurance were out of date. 
Common stocks were the one sure way 
to fortune. 

Now the pendulum has swung back. 
The old-fashioned ideas are in style 
again. It is a time when insurance 
companies ought to double their adver- 
tising, and insurance salesmen their 
efforts. 

When we were prosperous we some- 

times regarded these salesmen as a nu- 

isance. Today their ware* are "as riv- 
ers of water in a dry place; as the 
shadow of a rock in a weary land.*' , 

FINAL TRIBUTE 
NEED NOT BE COSTLY TO 

BE OF FITTING QUALITY 

It is but natural that you should 

wish the final services to be perfect 

in every way. You may be assured 

that they will be, here, even though 

expenditure must be limited. 

FREE AMBULANCE SERVICE 

Within a 5-Mile Radius of Salisbury 

WRIGHT’S 
FUNERAL HOME 
PHONE 5 5 WRIGHT BLDG. 

RESOURCES OF 
ROWAN COUNTY 
In Central Piedmont; population, 56,665; area, 312,960 acres; topography, 

high plains and hilly; waters, Yadkin river; railroads, Southern, Yadkin; bus- 
lines, Southern Coach, Yadkin Coach, Camel City, Statesville-Salisbury; high- 
ways, Nos. 10, 15, 80, 150; incorporated cities and towns, China Grove, Clev- 
eland, E. Spencer, Granite Quarry, Landis, Rockwell, ^Salisbury, Spencer. 

Industrial statistics of the county follows: 
Manuf. No. Wage Total Mat’l, Fuel Total Value Value Add 
Indus. Estab. Earners Wages and Power Products by Manuf. 
All Industries 

64 5,860 $5,336,668 $11,813,775 $21,574,417 $9,760,642 
Food and Kindred Products 

21 1 17 108,668 1,252,564 1,811,514 558,950 
Forest Products 

13 162 129,229 355,468 634,110 278,642 
Textiles and their products 

14 3,527 2,381,172 6,638,098 11,974,845 5,336,747 
^Miscellaneous Industries 

16 2,054 2,717,599 3,567,645 7,153,948 3,567,645 
::'Includes Car Repair Shops, Foundries, Gas, Printing and Publishing, etc. 

FOREST PRODUCTS.—The forest area is approximately 147,650 acres, 

comprising 47 per cent of the total land area. More than 66 per cent of the 
forest area is farm woodland; including some 23,850 acres of woodland pas- 
ture. The principal merchantable species are shortleaf pine 5 5 per cent, oak 
3 5 per cent, others 10 per cent. 

The estimated present total stand of 110,000,000 board feet of saw timber 
is accessible mostly by roads. 

Probably 80 per cent of the forest is still in the original stand of hard- 
woods or pine mixed with hardwoods. Though heavily cut over, the oaks, hick- 

orys, etc., persist. The southern part contains little pine and is characterized by 
post oak. 

Some 20 sawmills produce about 5,000,000 board feet of lumber per an- 

num. Some veneer logs and perhaps 75,000 ties are also cut. The estimated, 

stumpage value of the timber cut annually is around $3 5,000. 
MINERAL PRODUCTS.—One-half mile south of Salisbury there is an 

area of swamp land underlaid by a 6-foot layer of very plastic clay, suitable 
for brick manufacture. In the southeastern part of the county are the Gold 
Hill copper mines. The ore, copper pyrite, verages from 2 per cent to 4 per 
cent copper. In this same area gold ores are found. One of the principal and 
most important granite areas of the state occurs near Salisbury. The area marks 
a nearly continuous ridge beginning about four miles east of Salisbury and ex- 

tending southwestward for a distance of 12 miles. Another area is in the vi- 

cinity of Woodleaf about 11 miles northwest of Salisbury. The most import- 
ant producing areas are Dunn’s mountain, Granite Quarry, Faith and Powlers 

mountain. Total value of the mineral production in the county for 1926 was 

$1 067,424. 
WATER RESOURCES AND POWER.—Waters: Yadkin and South Yad- 

kin rivers- Back, Dutch, Crane, Fourth, Grants, North Second, Town, South 

Second, Third, Withrow, and other creeks; High Rock lake. Water: Surface 

sources of supply numerous; chemical quality, generally excellent; physical 
quality, usually excellent but moderately high turbidities prevail in larger 
streams. Power: Duke Power transmission circuits radiating from vicinity of 

Salisbury with other circuits crossing corners oi county, me „.F. 

Buck steam plant located northeast of Salisbury on the Yadkin river. A 44,100 

h.p. development of the Yadkin river by' the Tallassee Power Company is lo- 

cated at High Rock, partly in Davidson county. 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.—There is probably a larger proportion 

of Rowan county under cultivation than any other county in the state and it 

has a well-balanced agricultural diversification. Wheat and livestock are very 

important here. A study of the crops below is interesting in this respect. Here 

we find the largest number of active tractors in North Carolina, wih 560 re- 

ported last year. They report over 6,000 dairy cattle; 170,000 hens, over 8,000 

hogs last year; considerable interest in bees, field and home truck, as well as 

Wheat 30,412 13 395,356 $ 5 57,452 $18.33 

Com 29,795 25 744,875 962,939 22.25 

Cotton 26,613 257 14,309 1,381,587 51.91 

Oats 10,205 21 214,305 150,014 14.70 

Hay (Inc. Meadow) 15,377 .9 14,374 330,602 20.70 

■ KS SSS 
Hoes* 6’948 81’292 
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A Page From the Past 
The following article was found in 

the collection of historical papers of 
the late Theo. Buerbaum and repro- 
duced verbatim: 

"The last conversation the writei 
ever had with the late Col. Hamilton 
C. Jones was in Charlotte a short time 
before his death. He remarked that he 
had often wondered why so little had 
been written about the customs of the 
negroes when first brought from the 
"wilds of Africa’’ to this country. 

"He then went on to say that he 
was one of the Whig .candidates from 
Rowan for the Legislature in 1860, 
but before the campaign opened, spent 
several days in Scotch Irish with the 
late Dr. James G. Ramsey, in order to 
meet and get better acquainted with 
the people of that section. 

"He met a Mr. Peter Stiller—at 
that time an old man—who told him 
about taking a load of produce to 

Charleston, S. C., in his younger days 
and bringing back ten negroes for Mr. 
Lewis Beard of Salisbury. These ne- 

groes had come direct from the Guinea 
Coast of Africa and were bought from 
a snip men lying in me Lmarieston 

harbor. They started home and noth- 
ing of interest occurred until the sec- 

ond day out from Charleston. As they 
were passing through a swamp, Mr. 
Stiller heard the negroes yelling and 
gesticulating as if greatly excited; one 

ran to th,e wagon -for the axe while 
others secured clubs and then it was 

found they had discovered and were 

killing an alligator. Mr. Stiller re- 

frained from saying anything because 
he wanted to find what they intended 
to do with it. Throwing it in the back 
of the wagon on they went without 
further adventure unSf^camping time 
that evening, when the alligator was 

prepared for a feast that lasted long 
after midnight. 

"Capt. Jno. Beard of this city, a 

great grand son of the above mention- 
ed Lewis Beard, says the family tradi- 
tion is that the negroes drooped and 
pined in captivity and longed to re- 

turn t(j the land of their nativity. One 
of them went to the Old McCoy mill, 
now standing near this city on the 
Wilkes boro road, walked up to the 
third story and said that Ike was going 
back to Africa, then leaped through 
a window down to death. Another 

sought to accomplish the same end 
by jumping into a well, but was res- 

cued uninjured. One married and he 
and his wife raised a family of twen- 

ty-two children. 
"The alligator "ten” passed from 

earth many years ago and nearly all 
of their descendants have followed 
them. As far as anyone knows old 
Jack Litaker and his family are the 
sole survivals.” , 

(J. H. Ramsay. Nov. 20th, 1905) 

STEAL $40’000 IN SILK 

Edward Rowe and Paul Vance, 
Burlington truck drivers of Barn- 
well Brothers, were robbed of a $40-- 
OdO truck load of artificial silk in 
New York. Two men, with south- 
ern accent, kidnapped the drivers 
and released them, shoeless) a short 
time later. Three others drove off 
with the truck. 

WHAT I KNOW ABOUT 
CROONERS 

I do not know why. crooners croon— 
Their motives are elusive; 

I have no facts on which to base 
A statement that’s conclusive. 

I only know the air is full 
Of softly crooning crooners 

And what it seems to me they need 
Is sendng to the tuners. 

For all I know, when crooners croon 

It’s their determination 
To lull to sleep my better self 

And cause my degradation. 
It may be so. I do not know 

The purpose of the crooners. 

The only thought I have is this: 
They’re much in need of tuners. 

No fear have I, when crooners croon, 
My moral strength will leave me; 

I feel no lack of self-control— 
Quite otherwise, believe me— 

I merely stop the radio 
When comes the time for crooners; 

I do not care to listen in 
To gents in need of tuners. 

Quality Sports Goods! 
WHATEVER YOUR FAVORITE VACATION SPORT, WE HAVE 

THE COMPLETE EQUIPMENT YOU NEED. 

Balls, Gloves and Mits,\ Fishing Tackle; Golf Clubs, Bags and Accesso- 

ries; Jewelry; Cut Rate Watch Repairing. 
Tennis Rackets -$2.50 up Luggage 20% off 
Tennis Balls 25c and 40c Fuj r and R0Seville ! ! 
Base Balls, 27 innings $1.00 
Guitars _ $4.95 up Pottery- % off 

SAUSBURY PAWN SHOP 
N. MAIN ST. PHONE 85J 

| SALISBURY, N. C. 

121 
-2 Pet. Discount I 

On Taxes I 
PAY YOUR CITY TAXES NOW AND SAVE 2 1-2 PER I 
CENT. THIS DISCOUNT WILL APPLY ON ALL 1932 I 
TAXES PAID ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 1 ST. I 

H, E, RUFTY, I 
CITY TAX COLLECTOR I 

SALS. MARBLE AND GRANITE CO., 
MANUFACTURERS OF MEMORIALS 

The Salisbury Marble and Granite 

company, manufacturers of monu- 

ments and memorials, has been in op- 
eration in Salisbury for the past 13 

years. 
The company was organized in 1919 

and for the first six years of operation 
in Salisbury had headquarters on West 

Fisher street; however, a model plant 
and show room was built at 1305 

South Main street and the concern 

moved there in 1925. 

The present personnel of the busi- 

ness is as follows: M. C. Barnhardt, 

president; T. P. Shinn, vice-president; 
Mrs. Myra Beaver, secretary-treasurer, 
and J. W. Beard, sales manager 

The Salisbury Marble and Granite 

company employs 15 local workmen 
and Jill work in connection with the 
manufacture of monuments is done at 

the plant and show room, 1305 South 
Main street 

An inspection of the memorials in 
the local cemetery shows a large va- 

riety of stones designed and erected by 
the Salisbury Marble and Granite com- 

pany. 

CHILD CLIMBS FROM WELL 

Robert Moore, 5, Alamance county 

boy, fell into a 3 5 -foot well recently. 
Hearing his cries the mother peered 
odwn to see him clinging to the rocks 
at the water level. Robert then care- 

fully climbed to, the top. He suffered 
no injuries other than scalp wounds. 

Big Reduction in United Battery Prices 
CASH ONLY 

Mr. Automobile owner take advantage of these drastic reductions in prices on our best qual- 
j ity batteries. j 

Note the low operating cost per day of these batteries: j 
1 Per cent a day, United Battery 13 plate—Ford and Chevrolet size (2 years guarantee) 7.30 1 
2 Per cent a day, United Battery 13 plate-Used*in Trucks ( 1 year guarantee)-7.30 
1 Vz Per cent a day, Eagle Battery 13 plate—Ford and Chevrolet size (1 year guarantee)_5.47 
1 Zz Per cent a day, United Battery 15 plate—Hudson and Buick size (2 years guarantee) .10.95 

j 2 Per cent a day, Eagle Battery 15 plate—Hudson and Buick size (1 year guarantee)_7.30 
2 Per cent a day, 12 Volt Battery, Dodge size (18 months guarantee)-...-10.94 

GOOD REBUILT BATTERIES 
2 per cent a day Rebuilt Ford and Chevrolet size ( 6 months guarantee)---3.65 
3 per cent a day Rebuilt Hudson and Buick size (6 months guarantee)-5.47 j 

United Battery Sendee 
J. M. KEPLEY | 

Corner Liberty and Lee Sts. SALISBURY, N. C. Phone 1152 


