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fourteen months only Temamed to ex
ance of the orders of his government, had col
lected a huge army on the opposite shore ofthe Rio Grande, crossed the river, invaded our

President's Message. to subdue or reconquer Texas, still stubborn-
ly refused to recognise her as an independent
nation, she was none less so on that account.
Mexico herself had been recognised as an in-

dependent nation by the United States, and by
other Powers, many years before Spain, of
which, before her revolution, she had been a
colony, would agree to recognize her as such,
and yet Mexico was at that time, in the esti

her from Spain, and rendered her an indepen-

dent nation, succeeded 4o the rights of the
mother country over this territory. In the year
1824, Mexico established a fedei-a- l constitu-
tion, under which the Mexican republic was
composed of a number of sovereign States,
confederated together ina federal Union simi-

lar to our own. Each of these Slates had its
own Executive, legislature, and judiciary, and,

in which the country west of that river was
represented. In view of all these facts, it is
difficult to conceive upon what ground ir can

be maintained that, in occupying the cOUntry
west of the Neuces with our army, with a
view solely to its security and defence, we in-

vaded the territory of Mexico. But it would

have been still more difficult to justify the Ex-

ecutive, whose duty it is to see that the laws
be faithfully exerted, if in the face of all these
proceedings, both of the Congress of Texas &

of the U. S., he had assumed the responsibili-

ty of yielding up the territory west of-- the
Neuces to Mexico, or of refusing to protect
and defend this territory and its inhabitants,
including Corpus Christi, as well as the re-

mainder of Texas, against the threatened Mex

mation of the civilized world, and in fact, none
the less an independent power because Spain
still claimed her as a colony. If Spain had
continued until the present period to assert that
Mexico was one of her colonies, in rebellion
against her, this would not have made her so,
or changed the fact of her independent exis-
tence. Texas, at the period of her annexation

the United States, bore the same relation to
Mexico that Mexico had borne to Spain for
many years before Spain acknowledged her
independence, with this important difference
that, before the annexation of Texas to theU.
States was consummated, Mexico herself, by

formal act of her government, had acknowl-
edged the independence of Texas as a nation.
It is true, that in the act of recognition she
prescribed a condition., which she had no pow-
er or authority to impose, that Texas should
not annex herself to any other Power; but
this could not detract in any degree from the
recognition which Mexico then made of her
actual independence. Upon this plain state-
ment of facts, it is absurd for Mexico to al-

lege as a pretext for commencing hostilities
the United States, that Texas is still a

part of her territoiy.
But there are those who, conceding all this

to be tme, assume the ground that the true
western boundary of Texas is the Neuces, in-

stead of the Rio Grande ; and that, therefore,
in marching our army to the east hank of the
latter river, we passed the Texan line, and in-

vaded the territory of Mexico. A simple state-
ment of facts, known to exist, will conclusive-
ly refute such an assumption. Texas, as ce-
ded to the United Srates.by France in 1803,
has been always claimed as extending west to
the. Rio Grande, or Rio Bravo. This fact is es-
tablished by the authority of our most eminent
statesmen at a period when the question was
as well if not better understood that it is at
present. During Mr. Jefferson's administra-
tion, Messrs. Monroe and Pinckney, who had
been sent on a special mission to Madrid, char-
ged, among ejfeer things, with the adjustment
of the boundary between the two countries, in a
note addressed to the Spanish Minister of For-
eign Affairs, under date of the twenty-eight- h

of January, 1805, assert that the boundaries
of Louisiana, as ceded to the United States by
France, " are the river Perdido on the east, &
tbe river Bravo on the west f and they add,
that " the facts and principles which jusiily
this conclusion are so satisfactory to our gov-
ernment as to convince it that the U. States
have not a better right to the island of New
Orleans, under the cession referred to, than
they have to the whole district of territory
which is above described."

Down to the conclusion of the Florida trea-
ty, in February, 1819, by which this territory-wa- s

ceded to Spain, the United States asserted
and maintained their territorial rights to this
extent. In the month of June, 1818, during
Mr. Monroe's administration, information hav-
ing been received that a number of foreign ad-

venturers hail landed at Galveston, with the
purpose of forming a settlement in that

vicinity, a special messenger was despatched
hy the government of the United States, with
instructions from the Secretary of State to
warn them to desis, should they be found
there " or any other place north of the Rio
Bravo, and within the territory claimed by the
U. States." He was instructed, should they
be found in the country north of that river, to
make known to them " the surprise with which
the President has seen possession thus taken,
without authority from the United States, of a
place within their territorial limits, and upon
which no lawful settiement can be made with-
out their sanction." Ke was instructed to call
upon them to " avow under what national au-
thority they profess to act," and to give them
due warning "that the place is within the U.
States, who will suffer no permanent settle-
ment to be made there, under any authority
other than their own." As late as the eighth
of July, 182, the Secretary of State of the U.
S., in a note addressed to our minister in Mex
ico, maintains that, by the Florida treaty of
18iy,the territory as lar west as the Rio
Grande was confirmed to Spain In that note
he states that, " by the treaty of the twenty-secon- d

of February, 1819, between the U. S
and Spain, the Sabine was adopted as the line
ol boundary between the two Powers. Up to
that period, no considerable colonization had
been effected in Texas; but the territory be- -
. , , ,.V O 1 .1 t--

iween uie rjamne ana tne itio iiran;ie Deing
confirmed to Spain by the treaty, applications
were made to that Power for grants of land,
and such grants, or permissions of settlement,
were in tact made by the Spanish authorities
in favor of citizens of the United States propo
sing to emigrate to Iexas in numerous tami- -

lies, before the declaration of independence of
Mexico."

The Texas which was ceded to Snain by
tne iMornia treaty ot 1819 embraced all the
country now claimed by the state of Texas be-

tween the Neuces and the Rio Grande. The
republic of Texas always claimed this river as
her western boundary, and in her treaty made
with aanta Anna, in May, 1836, he recogm
sed it as such. By the constitution which
Texas adopted in March, 1836, senatorial and
representative districts were organized extend
ing west of the Neuces. The Congress of
Texas, on the nineteenth of December, 1836,
passed " An act to define the boundaries of
the republic of Texas," in which thev declar
en tne itio uranae irom its moutn to its sour
ce to be their boundary, and bv the said act
they extended their " civil and political juris-
diction" over the country up to that boundary
During a period of more than nine years
which intervened between tbp ndontion of bpr

He declared that war should not be use 1 as a ico.
remedy "by jnst and generous nations, confi-
ding m their strength for injuries committed,

it can be honorably avoided," and added,
it has occurred to me that, considering the

present embarrassed condition of that country, of
should act with both wisdom and modera-

tion,
the

by giving to Mexico one more opportu-
nity

the
to atone for the past, before we take re-

dress into our own hands. To avoid all mis-

conception on the part of Mexico, as well as
protect our own national character from re-

proach, this opportunity should lie given with
avowed design and full preparation to take

immediate satisfaction, if it should not be ob-

tained on a repetition of the demand for it.
o this enn 1 recommend that an act be pas

authorizing reprisals, and the use of the
naval force of the United States, by the Exec
utive, against Mexico, to enforce them in the
evett of a refusal by the Mexican government

come to an amicable adjustment of the mat-
ters in controversy between Us, upon another
demand thereof, made from on board one of

vessels of war on the coast of Mexico."
Committees of both houses of Congress, to

which this message of this President was el,

fully sustained his views of the char-
acter of the wrongs which we had suffered
from Mexico, and recommended that another
demand for redress should be ma le before au
thorizing war or reprisals. The Commitje on
Foreign Relations of the Senate, in their re-

port, say : " After such a demand, should
prompt justice be refused by the Mexican gov-

ernment, we may appeal to all nations not on-

ly
to

for the equity and moderation with which
shall have acted towards a sister republic,

but for the necessity which will then compel
to seek redress for our wrongs, either by

actual war or by reprisals. The subject will
then be presented before Congress., at the com
mencement of the next session, in a clear and
distinct form: and the committee cannot doubt
but that such measures will be immediately
adopted as may be necessary to vindicate the
honor of the country, and insure ample rep-
aration to our injured citizens."

The Committee on Foreign Affairs of the '
House of Representatives made a similar re-

commendation. In their report, they say that
they " fully concur with the President that
ample cause exists for taking redress into our
own hands, and believe that we should be
justified in the opinion of other nations for ta-

king such a step. But they are willing to
the experiment of another demand, made

the most solemn form, upon the justice of
the Mexican government, before any further
proceedings are adopted."

No difference of opinion upon the subject is
believed to have existed in Congress at that
time; the Executive and Legislative depart-
ments concurred ; and yet such has been our
forbearance, and desire to preserve peace with
Mexico, that the wrongs of which we then
complained, and which gave rise to these so-

lemn proceedings, not only remain unre-
dressed to this day, but additional causes of
complaint, of an aggravated cnaracter, have
ever since been accumulating.

Shortly alter these proceeding, a special
messenger was despatched to Mexico, to make

linal demand for redress; and on the twenti
eth of July, 1837, the demand was made.
rise reply of the Mexican government bears
date on the twenty-nint- h of the same month,
and contains assurances of the. " anxious
wish'' of the Mexican government " not to de-

lay the moment of that final and equitable ad-

justment which is to terminate the existing
difficulties between the two governments;"
that " nothing should be left undone which
may contribute to the" most speedy and equit-
able determination of the subjects which have
30 seriously engaged the attention of the

govemmen ;" that the Mexican gov-
ernment would adopt, as the only guides for
its conduct, the plainest principles of public
right, the sacred obligations imposed by inter-
national law, and the religious faith of trea-

ties ;" and that " whatever reason and justice
may dictate respecting each case will be done."
The assurance was further given, that the de-

cision of the Mexican government upon each
cause of complaint, for which redress had
been demanded, should be communicated to
the government of the United States by the
Mexican minister at Washington.

These solemn assurances, in answer to our
demand for redress, were disregarded. By
making them, however. Mexico obtained fur-

ther delay. President Van Buren, in his an-

nual message to Congress of the tilth of De-

cember, 1837, states, that " although the lar-

ger number" of our demands for redress, and
' manv ol them aggravated cases ol personal

" , .i I itwrongs, have oeen now ior years oeiore me
Mexican government, and some ot the causes
of national complaint, and those ol the most
offensive character, admitted of immediate,
simple, and satisfactory repli, it is only
within a few days past that any specific com-

munication in answer to our last demand,
made five months ago, has been received from
the Mexican minister;" and that " for not one
of our public complaints has satisfaction been
given or offered ; that but one of the cases of
personal wrong has been favorably considered,
and that but four cases of both descriptions,
out of all those formally presented, and ear
nestly pressed, have as yet been decided upon
by the Mexican government." President Van
Buren, beUevingthat it would be vain to make
any further attempt to obtain redress by the
ordinary means within the power of the Exe-

cutive, communicated this opinion to Congress,
in the message referred to, in which he saul ;

" On a careful and deliberate examination of
the contents," (of the correspondence with the
Mexican government,) " and considering the
spirit manifested by the Mexican government,
it has become my painful duty to return the
subject as it now stands, to Congress, to whom
it belongs, to decide upon the time, the mode,
and the measure of redress." Had the United
States at that time adopted compulsory mea-

sures, and taken redress into their own hands, all
our dfliiculties with Mexico would probably
have been long since adjusted, and the exist-
ing war have been averted. Magnanimity
and moderation on our part only had the ef-

fect to complicate these difficulties, and render
an amicable settlement of them the more em-

barrassing. That such measures of redress,
under similar provocations, committed by any
of the powerful nations of Europe, would
have been promptly resorted to by the United
States, cannot be doubted. The national ho
nor, and the preservation of the national char-
acter throughout the world, as well as our
own self-respe- ct and the protection due to our
own citizens, wouut nave renuerea such a re
sort indispensoble. The history of no civili-
zed nation in modern times has presented
within so brief a period so many wanton at-

tacks upon the honor of its flag, and upon the
property and persons rff its citizens, as had at
that time been borne by the United States
from the Mexican authorities and people.
But Mexico was a sister republic, on the
North American continent, occupying a terri
tory contiguo s to our own, and was in a lee- -

ble and distracted condition ; and these consid-
erations, it is presumed, induced Congress to
lorbear still longer.

Instead of taking redress into our own hands,
a new negotiation was entered upon with fair
promises on the part of Mexico, but with the
real purpose, as the event has proved, of in-

definitely postponing the reparation which we
demanded, and which was so justly due. This
negotiation, after more than a year's delav, re-
sulted in the convention of the eleventh of A-pr-

il,

1839, " for the adjustment of claims of
citizens of the United States of America upon
the government of the Mexican republic."
The joint board of commissioners created by
this convention to examine and decide upon
these claims was not organized until the month
of August, 1840, and under the terms of the
convention they were to terminate their du-

ties within eighteen months from that time.
Four of the eighteen months were consumed
in preliminary discussions on frivolous and di-

latory points raised by the Mexican commis-
sioners ; and it was notuntil the month of De-

cember, 1840, that they commenced the exam,
inationof thcclairasof our citizens upon Mex.

amine and decide upon these numerous and
complicated cases. In the month of Februa-
ry, 1842, the term of the commission expired,
leaving many claims undisposed of for want

time. The claims which were allowed by
board, and by the umpire authorized by
convention to decide in case of disagree-

ment between the Mexican and American
commissioners, amounted to two million twenty--

six

tor
thousand one hundred and thirty-nin- e

dollars and sixty-eig- ht cents. There were of
pending before the umpire when the commis-
sion expired, additional claims which had been
examined and awarded by the American com
missioners, and had not been allowed by the
Mexican commissioners, amounting to nine
hundred and twenty -- eight thousand six hun-
dred and twenty-seve- n dollars and eighty-eigh- t
cents, upon which he did not decide, alleging
that his authority had ceased wTith the termi-
nation of the joint commission. Besides these
claims, there were others of American citizens
amounting to three million three hundred and
thirty-si- x thousand eight hundred and thirty-seve- n

dollars and five cents, which had been
submitted to the board, and upon which they
had not time to decide before their final ad-

journment.
The sum of two-millio- n twenty-si- x thou-

sand one hundred and thirty-nin- e dollars and
sixty-eigh- t cents, which had been awarded to
the claimants, was a liquidated and ascertain-
ed debt due by Mexico, about which there
could be no dispute, and which she was bound

pay according to the terms of the conven-
tion Soon after the final awards for this

had been made, the Mexican govern-
ment asked for a postponement of the time of
making payment, alleging that it would be in-

convenient to make tlie payment at the time
stipulated. In the spirit of' forbearing kind
ness iuaius a B'sier lepuuuc, WOlCtt JYiexiCO
has so long abused, the United States prompt-
ly complied with her request. A second con-
vention was accordingly concluded between
the two governments on the thirtieth of Janu-
ary, 1843, which upon its face declares that

this new arrangement is entered into for the
accommodation of Mexico." By the terms of
this convention, all the interest due on the ar

Is which had been made in favor of the
claimants under the convention of the eleventh
cf April, 1839, was to be paid to them on the
thirtieth of April, 1843, and " the principal of
the said awards, and the interest accruing
thereon," was stipulated to " be paid in five
years, in equal instalments every three
months." Notwithstanding this new conven-
tion was entered into at the request of Mexi-
co, and for the purpose of relieving her from
embarrassment, the claimants have only re-

ceived the interest due on the thirtieth of A-pr-
il,

1843, and three of the twenty instalments.
Although tbe payment of tbe sum thus liqui-
dated, and confessedly due by Mexico to our
citizens as indemnity for acknowledged acts of
outrage and wrong, was secured by treaty, the
obligations of which are ever held sacred by
all just nations, yet Mexico has violated this
solemn engagement by failing and refusing to
make the payment. The two instalments due
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m April ana jury, it44, under the peculiar
circumstances connected with them, have been
assumed by the United Slates and discharged
to the claimants, but they are still due by Mex-
ico. But this is not all of which we have just
cause of comp'aint. To provide a remedy lor
the claimants wiiose cases were not decided
by the joint commission under the convention
of April the eleventh, 1839, it was expressly
stipulated by tbe sixth article of tbe conven-
tion of the thirtieth of January, 1843, that " a
new convention shall be entered into for the
settlement of all claims of the government and
citizens of the United States against the re-

public of Mexico, which were not finally de-

cided by the late commission, which met in
the city of Washington, and of all claims of
the government and citizens of Mexico against
the United States."

In conformity with this st:pulation, a third
convention was concluded and signed at the
city of Mexico on the twentieth of November,
1S43, by the p'enipotentiaries of the two gov-
ernments, by which provi.-io-n was made for
ascertaining and paying these claims, tn Jan-
uary, 1844, this convention was ratified by
the Senate of the United States with two

which were manifestly reasonable
in their character. Upon a reference of the
amendments proposed to the government of
Mexico, the same evasions, difficulties and de-

lays were interposed which have so long mark-
ed the policy of that government towards the
United States. It has not yet even Bdecided
whether it would or would not accede to them,
although the subject has been repeatedly pres-
sed upon its consideration.

Mexico has thus violated a second time the
faith of treaties, by failing or refusing to car-
ry into effect the sixth article of the conven-
tion of January, 1843.

Such is the history of the wrongs which we
havfc suffered and patiently endured from Mex-
ico through a long series of years. So far
from affording reasonable satisfaction for the
injuries and insults we had borne, a great ag-
gravation of them consists in the fact, that
while the United States, anxious to preserve a
good understanding with Mexico, have been
constantly, but vainly, employed in seeking
redress for past wrongs, new outrages were
constantly occurring, which have continued to
increase our causes of complaint and to swell
the amount of our demands. While the citi
zens ot the united states were conducting a
lawful commerce with Mexico, under the guar-
anty of a treaty of " amity, commerce, and
navigation," many of them have suffered all
the injuries which would have resulted from
open war. This treaty, instead of affording
protection to our citizens, has been the means
of inviting them into the ports of Mexico, that
they might be, aa they have been in numerous
instances, plundered of their property and de-

prived of their personal liberty if they dared
insist on their rights. Had the unlawful sei-

zures of American property, and the violation
I

of personal liberty of our citizens, to say noth-
ing of the insults to our flag which have oc-

curred in the ports of Mexico, taken place on
the high seas, they would themselves long
since have constituted a state of actual war
between the two countries. In so long suffer-
ing Mexico to violate her most solemn treaty
obligations, plunder our citizens of their prop-
erty, and imprison their persons without af-

fording them any redress, we have failed to
perform one of the first and highest duties
which every government owes to its citizens :

hmd the consequence has been, that many of
them have been reduced from a state of afflu
ence to bankruptcy. The proud name of A.me-riea- n

citizen, which ought to protect all who
bear it from insult and injury throughout the
world, has afforded no such protection to our
citizens in Mexico. We had ample cause of
war against Mexico long before the breaking
out of hostilities. But even then we forbore
to take redress into our own hands, until Mex-
ico herself became the aggressor by invading
our soil in hostile array and shedding the blood
of our citizens.

Such are the grave causes of complaint on
the part of the United States against Mexico
causes which existed long before the annexa-
tion of Texas to the American Union ; and
yet, animated by the love of peace, and a mag-
nanimous moderation, we did not adopt those
measures of redress which, under circum-
stances, are the justified resort of injured na-
tions.

The annexation of Texas to the U Stales
constituted no just.causeof offence to Mexico.
The pretext that it did so is wholly inconsis-
tent, and irreconcilable with well authenticated
facts connected with the revolution by which
Texas became independent of Mexico. That
this may be the more manifest, it may be pro-
per to advert to the causes and to the history
of tbe principal events of that revolution.

Texas constituted a portion of the ancient
province of Louisiana, ceded to the United'
States by France in the year 1803. In the
year 1819, the United States, by the Florida
treaty, ceded to Spain all that part of Louisi-
ana within the present limits of Texas ; and
Mex:co, by the revolution' which wpa'ratcd

Feiloir-ciVztn- S of the isenatt if
and of the iTnme of Reprcunlivet : "

lm resuming yourjabors ia the service of
Ihe p ople, it ih a subject of congratulation we
that there has been no period in our past his-

tory, when all the elements of national pros-pon- y

have been so fully developed. Since
Vuiir last session no nftiicting dispensation has
visiter! our country; general good health has to
prevailed ; abundance has crowned the toil of
ihe husbandman; and labor in all its branches the
ia receiving an ample reward, while education,
science, and the arts are rapidly enlarging the
means of social happiness. The progress of J

our country in her career
.

of
.

greatness, not on- - sed
i .1 r ljy in me vast extension 01 our territorial lim-
its and tbe rapid increase of our population,
but in resources and wealth, and in the happy
tonditioh of our people, is without cxampie to
in the history of nations.

As the wisdom, strength, and beneficence
of our free institutions are unfolded every day our
a ids fresh motives to contentment and frefdi
incenrt'ves to patrli tism.

Our devout and sincere acknowledgements
ave due to the gracious Giver of all good, for
the numberless blessings which our beloved
country enjoys.

It 's a pource of high satisfaction to know
that the relations of the United States with
all other nations, with a single exception, are
of the most amicable character. Sincerely at-

tached to the policy of peace, early adopted
and steadily pursued by this government, I

hove anxipusly desired to cultivate and cher-
ish

we
friendship and commerce with every for-

eign Power. The spirit and habits of the us
people are favorable to the mainten-

ance of such international harmony. In ad-

hering to this wise po'icy, a prclimnary and
paramount duly obviously consists in the
protection of our notional interests from en-

croachment or sacrifce, and our naUonal honor
from reproach. These must be maintained at
any hazard. They admit of no compromise
or neglect, and must be Scrupulously and con-a'ant- ly

guarded. In their vigilant vindication,
collision and conflict with foreign Powers
may sometimes become unavoidable. Such
has been our scrupulous adherence to the dic-

tates of justice, in all our foreign intercourse,
that, though steadily and rapidly advancing
in prosperity and power, we have given no
iu st cause of complaint to any nation, and try
have enjoyed the blessings of peace for more in
than thirty years. From a policy so sacred
to humanity, and so salutary in its effects up-O- ii

our political system, we should never be
induced voluntarily to depart.

The existing war with Mexico was neither
desired nor provoked by the United States.
On the contrary, all honorable means were re-

torted to to avert it. After years of endurance
of aggravated and unredressed wrongs on our
part,"Mexico, in violation of solemn treaty
stipulations, and of every principle of justice
recognized by civilized nations, commenced
hostilities ; and thus by her own act, forced
the war upon us. Long before the advance
of our army to the left bank of the Rio
Grande, we had ample cause of war against
Mexico; and had the United States resorted
t tljis extremity, we might have appealed to
t whole civilized world for the justice of
our cause.

I deem it to be my duty to present to you,
on the present occasion, a condenscd to review
of the injuries we had sustained, of the causes
which led to the war, and of its progress
since its commencement. This is rendered
the more necessary because of the misappre-
hensions which have to some extent prevail-
ed as t(1 its origin and true character. The war
has been represented as unjust and unneces-
sary, and as one of aggression on our part
upon a weak and injured enemy- - Such erro-

neous views, though entertained by but few,
have been widely and extensively circulated
not only at home, but have been spread
throughout Mexico and the whole world. A
more effectual means could not have been de-

vised to encourage the enemy and protract the
max than to advocate and a there to the cause,
and thus give them " aid and comfort."

It if a source of national pride and exulta-
tion, that the great body of our people have
thrown no such obstacles in the way of the
government in prosecuting the war success
fully, but have shown themselves to be
eminently patriotic, and ready to vindicate
their country's honor and interests at any
sacrifice. The alacrity and promptness with
which our volunteer forces rushed to the field
on tnc.r country s can, prove not oniy ineir
patriotism, but their deep conviction that our
cause is just.

The wrongs which we have suffered from
Mexico almost ever since she became an in-

dependent Power, and the patient endurance
with which we have borne them, are without
a parallel in the history of mo lent civilized
cations. There is reason to believe that if
these wrongs had been resented and resisted
in the first instance, the present war might
have been avoided. One outrage, however,
permitted to pass with impunity, almost

encouraged the perpetration of ano-

ther, until at last Mexico seemed to attribute
to weakness and indecision on our part a for-

bearance which was the offspring of magnani-
mity, and of a sincere desire to preserve friend-
ly relations with a sister republic.

Scarcely had Mexico achieved her indepen-
dence, which the United States were the first
among the nations to acknowledge, when she
commenced the system ui insult and spolia-
tion, which she has ever, since pursued. Our
citizens engaged in lawful commerce were
imprisoned, their vessels seized, and our flag
insulted jn her ports. If money was wanted,
the lawless seizure and confiscation of our
merchant vessels and their cargoes was a rea-
dy resource ; and if to accomplish their pur-
poses it became necessary to imprison the
owners, captains, and crews, it was dona.
Rulers superceded rulers in Mexico in rapid
succession, but stjll there was no change in
this system ot depredation. Ihe government
of the United States made repeated reclama-
tions on behalf of its citizens; but these were
answered by the perpetration of new outra-
ges. Promises of redress ma !e by Mexico in
the most solemn forms were postponed or ev-- a.

led. The files and records of the Depart-
ment of State contain conclusive proofs of
numerous lawless acts perpetrated upon the
piupenv ami persons 01 our citizens uy Mexi-
co, and of wanton insults to our national flag.
The interposition of our government to obtain
redress was again and aga:n invoked, under
circumstances which no nation ought to disre-
gard.

It was hoped that these outrages would
cea.e. and that Mexico would be restrained
by the laws which regulate tbe conduct of
civilize 1 nations in their intercourse with each
other after the treaty of amity, commerce, and
navigation ol the 5th ot April, 1831, was con-
cluded between the two republics; but this hope
soon proved to be vain. The course of seiz-
ure and confiscation of the property of our
citizens, the violation of their persons and the
insults to our flag pursued by Mexico previ-
ous to that time, were scarcely suspended for
even a brief period, although the treaty so
clearly defines the rights and duties of the re-

spective parties that it is impossible to misun-
derstand or mistake them. In less than seven
ye ir.i after the conclusion of that treaty our
grievances had become so intolerable tiiat, in
the opinion of President Jackson, they should
no longer be endured. In his message to
Congress in February, 1837, he presented
them to. the consideration of that body, and
declared that The length of time since some
o" the injuries have been committed, the re
peate 1 and unavailing applications for redress,
the wanton character &i some of the outrages
upon the property and persons of our citizens
upon the officers and flag of the United States,
independent of recent insults to this govern-
ment and people by the late extraordinary
Mexican minister, would justify ia the eyes
of all nations immediate war. ' Ia a spirit of
kindness ami forbearance, however, he recom-
mended reprisals ae a wilder mo: of reJres.

territory, and commenced hostilities by attacking our forces.
Thus, after all the injuries which Wehad received and borne from Mexico, and af.

ter she had insultingly rejected, a minister sentto her on a mission of peace, and whom shehad solemnly agreed to receive, she consumma-te- d
her long course of outrage against ourcountry by commencing an offensive war and

shedding the blood of our citizens on our own
sOil.

The United States never attempted tot u .1 ac
quire jieArts uy conquest un tne contrary

T exas
had achieved their independence, they sought
to be annexed to the United States. At a
general electiofi in September, 1836, they de-

cided with great unanimity in favor of""an.
nexation ;" and in November following, the
Congress of the republic authorized the ap.
pointihent of a tninisterj to bear their request
to this government, this government, however
having remained neutral between Texas & Mej!'
ico during the war between them, & considering
it due to the honor of our country, & our fair fame
among the nations of the earththat we should
not at this early period consent to annexation,
nor until it should r be munifes to the whole
world that the recoriquest fit" Texas by Mexico
was impossible, refused to accede to the over-ure- s

made by Texas.
On the twelfth of April, 1844, and after

more than seven years had elapsed since Tex-

as had established her independence, a treaty
was concluded for the annexation of that re.
public to.the United States, which was reject-

ed by the Senate. Finally, on the first 0f
March, 1845, Congress passed a joint reso-

lution for annexing her to the United States
upon certain preliminary conditions to which
her assent was required. The solcmnties
which characterized the deliberations and con-

duct of the government and people of Texas,
on the deeply interesting questions presented
by these resolutions, are known to the world.
The Congress, the Executive, and the people
of Texas, in a convention elected for that pur-pos- e,

accepted with great unanimity the pro-

posed terms of annexation; and thus consuma'. i

ed on her part the great act of restoring to our
federal Union a vast territory which had been
ceded to Spain by the Florida treaty more than
a quarter of a century before.

After a joint resolution for the annexation
of Texas to the U. S. had been passed by our
Congress, the Mexican minister at Washing,
ton addressed a note to the Secretary
of state, bearing date on the 6th of March,
1845, protesting against it as " an act of ag-

gression, the most unjust which can be found
recorded in the annals of of modern history ;

namely, that of despoiling a friendly nation,
like Mexico, of a considerable portion of her
territory;" and protesting against the resolution
of annexation, as being an act " whereby the
province of Texas, an integral portion of the
Mexican territory, is agreed and admitted into
the American Union ;" and he announced that,
as a consequence, his mission to the U. S. had
terminated, and demanded his passports, which
were granted. It was upon the absurd pre-

text, made by Mexico, (herself indebted for her
independence to a successful revolution,) that
the republic of Texas still continued to be,
notwithstanding all that had passed, a province
of Mexico, that this step was taken by the

Mexican minister.
Every honorable effort has been used by me to

avoid the war which followed, bu; all have-- prov-

ed vain. All our attempts ta preserve peace have

been met by insult and resistance on the part of

Mexico. My efforts to this end commenced in

the note of the secretary of state of the 10th of

March, 1845, in answer to that of the Mexican
minister. Whilst declining to reopen a discussion
which had already been exhausted, Snd proving

what was known to the whole world, lhat

Texas had long since achieved her independence,
the secretary ol state expressed the regret of this

governrannt that Mexico should have taken
at tbe resolution of annexation passed by

Congress, and gave assurance that our most

strenuous efforts shall be devoted to the amicable
adjustment of every cause of complaint betwten
the two governments, and to the cultivation of the

kindest and most friendly relations between the

sister repub'ics."
That I have acted in the spirit of this assu-

rance, will appear from theeveius which have
since occurred. Notwithstanding; Mexico
had abruptly terminated all diplomatic inter-

course with tbe United States, and ought,
therefore, to have been the first to ask for iti
resumption, yet. waiving all ceremony, I em-

braced the eailiest favor ible opportunity "to
ascertain from the Mexican government wheth-

er they would receive an envoy from the Unit-

ed Stales intrusted with full power to ldjuit
all the questions in dispute between the two
governments." In September 1845, I believ-

ed the propitious moment for sach an overture
had arrived. Texas, by lh enthusiastic and

almost unanimous will of her people, had pro-

nounced in favor of annexation. Mexico be

self had agreel to acknowledge tbe indepen-

dence of Texas, subject to a condition, it t

true, which she had no right to impose and no

power to enforce. The last lingering hope of

Mexico, if she still could have retained any,
that Texas would ever again become one ot

her provinces, must have been abandoned.
The consul of the United states at the city of

Mexico was, therefore, instructed by tbe secretary

of state on the fifteenth of September, 1 84--
, to

make the inquiry of the Mexican government.
The inquiry was made, and on the 15th of Octo-

ber, 1845, the Ministei of Foreign Affairs of lh

Mexican government, in a note addressed to our

consul, gave a favorable response, requestiag, t

the same time, that our naval force might bs with-

drawn from Vera Cruz while negotiations should

be pending. Upon the receipt of this nle, sur

naval force i was prompt y withdrawn from Vara

Cruz.
A minister was immediately appointed, and

departed to Mexico. Everything bore a prom
ising aspect for a speedy and peaceful adjust
ment of all our difficulties. At the date ol my

annual messas-- e to Consrress. in December last,

no doubt was entertained but that he would

be received by the Mexican government, and

the hope was cherished that all cause of mi-
sunderstanding between the two countries wouH
be speedily removed. In the confident hope

mat sucn wou o De me result oi nis missjun.
I informed Congress that I forbore at that time

to " recommend such ulterior measures ot re

dress for the wrongs and injuries we had so

lung uuiiie, as it nuuiu uaic m-v-u r r
make had no such nesotiation been instituted.
To my surprise and regret, the Mexican gov- -

pmmpnt. thmiorh nnlp.mnlv tiled ered to do SO UP'

nn the arrival of nnr minister in Mexico, refu--
.'J ii it v v i a i ui w jiji.ii. -

,i 9iriii him When A

the thirtieth of Novem

ber, 1845, he found that the aspect of affr'

had undergone an unhappy chance. Ihe
ernment of General Herrera. who was at UP

time President of the republic, was tottering'
its fall General Paredes fa military leade'J

had manifested his determination to overthro

the government of Herrera, by a military J

olution ; and one of the principal means wli

he employed to effect his purpose, and rea

the government of Herrera odious to the anj
and people of Mexico, was by loudly c. '

demnining its determination to receive a rni

ister of peace from the United States, allege
.u. :. 4: t u hv n trea--

ty with the United States, to UlSUlt"''- -j:. Amhr iu- -

the d

partment of Texas. The government of tj J
rera is believed to have been weu mp tj

a pacific adjustment of existing difficulties;

probably alarmed for its own security, an
.

order to ward off the danger of the revolu"

led by Paredes, violated its solemn agreerne

and refused to receive or accredit our "J11?
and this, although informed that he ha 1

invested with full power to adjust all ques 1

in dispute' between the two gvemmellts;u!,
mong the frivolous pretexts for this
th principal one wae, that our minister
not gone upon a special mission, conUnC

the question of Texas alone, leaving au

outrages upon ur flag and our Clt'zen'1i.nC?
dressed- - The Mexican govcrnmnt

all except federal purposes, was as inde-

pendent of the general government, and that
the other States, as is Pennsylvania or Vir-

ginia under our constitution. Texas and Coa- -

huila united and formed one of these Mexican
States. The State constitution which they

and which was approved by the Mex-
ican confederacy, asserted that they were "free
and independent of the other Mexican Uni ed to
States, and of every other power and domin-
ion whatsoever;" and proclaimed the great
principle of human liberty, that " the sover-
eignty of the State resides originally and es-

sentially in the general mass of the individuals
who compose it." To the government under a
this constitution, as well as to that under the
federal constitution, the people of Texas owed
allegiance.

Emigrants from foreign countries, including
the United States, were invited by the coloni-
zation laws of the State and of the federal

to settle in Texas. Advantageous
terms were offered to inducethem to leave their
own country and become Mexican citizens.
This invitation was accepted by many of our
citizens, in the full faith that in their new home
they would be governed by laws enacted

elected by themselves, and that
their lives, liberty, and property would be pro-
tected by constitutional guarantees similar to
those which existed in the republic they had
left. Under a government thus organized they
continued until the year 1835, when a milita-
ry revolution broke out in the city of Mexico,
which entirely subverted the federal and slate
constitutions, and placed a military dictator at
the head of the government.

By a sweeping decree of a Congress subser-
vient to the will of the dictator, the several
State constitutions were abolished, and the
States themselves converted into mere depart-
ments of the Central Government. The peo-
ple of Texas were unwilling to submit to this
usurpation. Resistance to such tyranny be-

came a high duty. Texas was fully absolved
fiom all allegiance to the Central Government
of Mexico from the moment that government
had abolished her State constitution, and in
its place substituted an arbitrary and despotic
Central Government.

Such were the principal causes of the Tex-
an revolution. The people of Texas at once
determined upon resistance, and flew to arms.
In the midst of these important and exciting
events, however, they did not omit to place
their liberties upon a secure and permanent
foundation. They elected members to a con-
vention, who, in the month of March, 1846,
issued a formal declaration that their " politi-
cal connexion with the Mexican nation has
forever ended, and that the people of Texas
do now constitute a free, sovereign, and in-
dependent republic, and are fully invested
with all the rights and attributes w hich prop
erly belong to independent nations." They
also adopted for their government a liberal re-

publican constitution. About the same time,
Santa Anna, then the dictator of Mexico, in-

vaded Texas with a numerous army for the
purpose ol" subduing her people, and enforcing
obedience to his arbitrary and despotic gov-
ernment. On the twenty-firs- t of April, 1836,
he was met by the Texan citizen soldiers, and
on that day was achieved by them the memo-
rable victory of San Jacinto, by which they
conquered their independence. Considering
the numbers engaged on the respective sides,
history does not record amore brilliant achieve-
ment. Santa Anna himself was among the
captives.

In the month of May, 1836, Santa Anna
acknowledged, by a treaty with the Texan au-

thorities, in the most solemn form, " the full,
entire, and perfect independence of the repub-
lic of Texas." It is true he was then a pris-

oner of war, but it is equally true that he had
failed to reconquer Texas, and had met with
signal defeat; that his authority had not been
revoked, and that by virtue of this treaty he
obtained his personal release. By it hostilities
were suspended, and the army which hr?d in
vaded Texas under his command returned in
pursuance of this arrangement, unmolested, to
Mexico.

From the day that the battle of San Jacinto
was fought until the present hour, Mexico has
never possessed the power to reconquer Tex-
as. In the language of the Secretary of State
of the United States, in a despatch to our
minister in Mexico, under date of the eighth
of July, 1842, " Mexico may have chosen to
consider, and may still choose to consider Tex-

as as having been at all times since 1835, and i

as still continuing, a rebellious province ; but
the world has been obliged to take a very dif-

ferent view of the matter. From the time of
the battle of San Jacinto, in April, 1836, to
the present moment, Texas has exhibited the
same external signs of national independence
as Mexico herself, and with quite as much
stability of government. Practicably free and
independent, acknowledged as a political sov-

ereignty by the principal Powers of the world,
no hostile foot finding rest within her territo-
ry for six or seven years, and Mexico herself
refraining for all that period from any further
attempt to her own authority over
that territory, it cannot but be surprising: to
find Mr. de Bocanegra," (the Secretary of For
eign Affairs of Mexico) " complaining that for
that whole period citizens of the United States,
or its gofernment, have been lavormg the re-

bels of Texas, and supplying them with ves-

sels, ammunition, and money, as if tbe war
for tbe reduction of the province of Texas had
been constantly prosecuted by Mexico, and
her success prevented by these influences from
abroad." In the same despatch the Secretary
of State affirms that " since 1837 theU. States
have regarded Texas as an independen
eignty, as ynuch as Mexico ; and that trade &

commerce witn citizens oi a guTcnuircm
war with Mexico cannot, on that acco"!?ij be
regarded as an intercourse by which assistance
and succor are given to Mexican rebels. The
whole current of Mr. de Bocanegra's remarks
runs in the same direction, as if the indepen-
dence of Texas had not been acknowledged.
It has been acknowledged it was acknowl-
edged in 1837, against the remonstrance and
protest of Mexico ; and most of the acts, of a-n- y

importance, of which Mr. de Bocanegra
complains, flow necessarily from that recogni-
tion. He speaks of Texas as still being 'an
integral part of the territory of theaMexican
republic ;' but he cannot but understand that
the United States do not so regard it. The re-

al complaint of Mexico, therefore, is, in sub-stf.nc- e,

neither more nor less than a complaint
against the recognition of Texan independence.
It may be thought rather late to repeat that
complaint, and not quite just to confine it to
the United States, to the exemption of Eng-
land, France, and Belarium, unless the LTnited
States, having been the first to acknowledge
the independence of Mexico herself, are to be
blamed for setting an example for n

of that of Texas.'' And he added, that
" the constitution, public treaties, and the laws
oblige the President to regard Texas as an in-

dependent State, and its territory as no part of
the territory of Mexico." Texas had been an
independent State, with an organized govern-
ment, defying the power of Mexico to over-
threw or reconquer her, for more than ten years
before Mexico commenced the present war

the United States. Texas had given
such evidence to the world of her ability to
maintain her separate existence as an indepen-
dent nation, that she had been formally recog-
nized as such, not only by the United States,
but by several of the principal Pow ers of Eu-

rope. These Powers had entered into treaties
of amity, commerce, and navigation with her.
They had received and accredited her minis-

ters and other diplomatic agents at theiPre-spectiv- e

courts, and they had commissioned
ministers and diplomatic agents on their part
to the government of Texas, if Mexico, not
withstanding i ll this, and her utter inability

ican invasion.
But Mexico herself has never placed the

war which she has waged upon the ground
onr army occupied the intermediate ter- -

rilUIV DvMWCCll lUC nucvccoiiu mi. iiiu .iwv..
Her refuted pretension that Texas was not in
art an indeDendent State, but a rebellious

province, was obstinately persevered in and
hfr avowed nuroose in commencing a war
with the United States was to reconquer Tex- -

a5 ailU lO ICtlUie ITIcviCdll uuiuuihy
- . . . ., T

over the whole territory not to tne txue-- W

but to the Sabine. In view of the. . .... T

proclaimed menaces oi iuexico to mis eneci, i
Wmed it my-duty- , as a measure oi precau
tion and defence, to order our army to occupy

no-dtio- n on our irontier as a military post,
fmm which our troops could best resist and re
pel any attempted invasion which Mexico

might make.
Our army had occupieu-- a posuiuu ai vui- -

r,c rrici; wpst nf the Nueces, as early as
August, 1845, without complaint from any
Quarter. Had the txeuces Deen regarueu as
the true western boundary of Texas, that boun

darv had been passed by our army many
. . . . l J i .1 4 U L.

mnnths hetore it auvanceu 10 me eit&ieiu uau.
of the Rio Grande. In my annual message oi
Dprember last I informed Congress that, upon
the invitation of both the Congress and Con
vention of Texas, I had deemed it proper to
order a strong squadron to the coasts of Mex- -

and to concentrate an efficient miniary
force on the western frontier of Texas, to pro-

tect and defend the inhabitants against the
menaced invasion of Mextco. In that mes-

sage I informed Congress that the moment the
terms of annexation offered by the United
States were accepted by Texas, the latter be
came so far a part of our own country as to
make it our duty to afford such protection and
defence ; and that for that purpose our squad-

ron had been ordered to the Gulf, and our ar
my "to take a position between the Nueces

) V. rl M-.T- -t -- i- Tiin rjrnrwl and fn

enelanv invasion of the Texan territory which
might be attempted by the Mexican forces."

It was deemed proper to issue this order,
because, soon after the President of Texas, in
April, 1845, had issned his proclamation con-

vening: the Congress of that republic, for the
purpose of submitting to that body the terms
of annexation proposed by the United States,
the government of Mexico made serious threats
of invading the Texan territory.

These threats became more imposing as u
became more apparent, in the progress of the
Question, that tbe people of Texas would de
cide in favor of accepting the terms of annex-
ation ; and, finally, they had assumed such a
formidable character, as induced both the Con-

gress and Convention of Texas to request that
litary force should be sent by the United

States into her territory for the purpose oi pro
tecting and defending her against the threaten-
ed invasion. It would have been a violation
of good faith towards the people of Texas to
have refused to aftord the aid which they de
sired agaimt a threatened inv: a on, to which

tey had been exposed by their free determi
nation to annex themselves to our Union, in
compliance with the overture made to them
by the joint resolution ol our Congress.

Accordingly, a portion oi tne army was or
dered to advance into Texas. Corpus Chris-
ti was the position selected by General Tay
lor. He encamped at that place in August,
1845, and the army remained in that position
until the eleventh of March, 1846, when it
moved westward, and on the twenty-eight- h of
that month reached the east bank of the Rio
Grande opposite to Matamoras. This move-
ment was made in pursuance of orders from the
war department, issued on the thirteenth oi Jan-nar- y.

1846. Before these orders were issued,
the despatch of our minister in Mexico, trans- -

mittimrthe decision ol the Council ol Govern
ment of Mexico, advising that he should not
be received, and also the despatch of our con-

sul residing in the city of Mexico the for- -

mer bearing date on the seventeenth, and tne
latter on the eighteenth of December, 1845,
copies of both of which accompanied my mes-

sage to Congress of the eleventh of May last
were received at tne uepanmem oi aiaie.

These communication rendered it highly pro-

bable, if not absolutely certain, that our min-

ister would not be received by the Govern-

ment of General Herrera. It was also well
known that but little hope could be entertain-
ed of a different result from General Paredes,
in case the revolutionary movement which he
was prosecuting should prove successful, as
was highly probable. The partisans of Pare-
des. as our minister, in the despatch referred
to, states, breathed the fiercest hostility against
the United States, denounced the proposed ne-

gotiation as treason, and openly called upon
the troops and the people to put down the
government of Herrera by force. The recon-que- st

of Texas, and war with the United States,
were openly threatened. These were the cir-

cumstances existing, when it was deemed pro-

per to order the army under the command of
General Taylor to advance to the western fron-
tier of Texas, and occupy a position on or near
the Rio Grande.

The apprehension of a contemplated Mexi-
can invation have been since fully justified by
the event. The determination of Mexico to rush
into hostilities with the United States was af-

terwards manifested from the whole tenor of
the note of the Mexican Minister of Foreign
Affairs to our minister, bearing date on the
twelfth of March, 1846. Paredes had then
revolutionized the government, and his minis-
ter after referring to vhe resolution for the an-

nexation of Texas, which had been adopted
by our Congress in March, 1845, proceeds to
declare that "a fact such as this, or, to speak
with greater exactness, so notable an act of
usurpation, created an imperious necessity that
Mexico, for her own honor, should repel it
with proper firmness and dignity. The Su-

preme Government beforehand declared that
it would look upon such an act asl a ca-

sus belli ; and, as a consequence of this de-

claration, negotiation was, by its very nature,
at an end, and war was the only recourse of
the Mexican government."

It appears, also, that on the fourth of April
following, General Paredes, through his min-

ister of war, issued orders to the Mexican
general in command on the Texan frontier to
"attack" our army "by every means which
war permits." To this General Paredes had
been pledged to the army and people of Mex
ico during the military revolution which had
brought h;m into power. On the eighteenth
oi April, 184b, ueneral faredes addressed a
letter to tne commander on that irontier, in
which he stated to him, " at the present date
I suppose you at the head df that valiant ar
my, either lighting already, or preparing tor
the operations ot a campaign ;" and " suppo
sing you already on the theatre of operations,
and with all the forces assembled, it is indis
pensable that hostilities be commenced, your-
self taking the initiative asrainst the enemvJl

The movement of our army to the Rio Grande
was made by the commanding general under
positive orders to abstain from all aggressive
acts towards Mexico, or Mexican citizens, and
to regard the relations between the two coun-
tries as peaceful, unless Mexico should declare
war, or commit acts of hostility indicative of
a state of war ; and these orders he faithfully
executed. Whilst occupying his position on
the east bank of the Rio Grande, whhin the
limits of Texas, then recently admitted as one
of tbe states of our Union, the commanding
general of the Mexican forces, who, in pursu--

aTi& her annexation as one of the
TT ' rr , i isuues oi our union, iexas asserted and exer-

cised many acts of sovereignty and jurisdiction
over the territory and inhabitants west of the
Neuces. She organized and defined the lim
its of counties extenuint to the Rio Grande.
She established courts of justice and extended
her judicial system over the territory. She es
tablished a custom house, and collected duties
and also post offices and post roads, in it.
She established a land office, and issued nu-
merous grants for land, within its limits. A
senator and representative residing in it were
elected to the Congress of the republic, and
served as such before the act of annexation
took place. Jn both the Congress and Con-
vention of Texas, which gave their assent to
the terms of annexation to the U. S., proposed
by our Congress, were representatives residing
west of the Neuces, who took part in the act
of annexation itself. This was the Texas
which, by the act of our Gongress of the 29th
of December, 1845, was admitted as one of
the States of our Union. That the Congress
of the U.S. understood the state of Texas
which they admitted into the Union to extend
beyond the Neuces is apparent from the fact,
that on the 31st of December, 1845, only two
days after the act of admission, they passed a
law " to establish a collection district in the
State of Texas," by which they created a port
of delivery at Corpus Christi, situated west of
the Neuces, and being the same point at which
the Texas custom-hous- e, under the laws of
that republic, had been located, and directed
that a surveyor to collect the revenue should
be appointed for that port by the President, by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate.
A surveyor was accordingly nominated, and
confirmed by the Senate, and has been ever
since in the performance of his duties. All
these acts of the republic of Texas, and of our
Congress, preceded the orders for the advance
of our army to the east bank of the Rio Grande.
Subsequently, Congress passed an act " estab-
lishing certain post routes," extending west of
the Neuces. The country west of that river
now constitutes a part of one of the Congres-
sional districts of Texas, and is represented in
the House of Representatives. The Senators
from that State were chosen bv a legislature

m


