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CHAPTER XXV.

A FAIR XCHANGE.
HF old ¢ 1 queer
place, its ep spital
ty 1 b I so widespread

among vagabonds of
North country that man
to spend tl]
make an e
keep them alive
The sherift, though

of them chose
there rather
enough

than
work

to

conscientious of-

ficer of the law, possessed such a big
heart that he could not conceive of
any man being habitually bad. # He

treated each prisoner as though he had
made but a temporary slip and would
soon become once more a respected citi-
zen.

The discipline w:s, therefore, usually
lax, and the remarkable fact was often
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At last Bill's story came to an end and

at the same time two brilliant lights
appeared in sight beyond the corner

of the nearby county clerk’'s office. “he
automobile seemed to slow down ana at
last, just in froni of the jail, i came to
a stop.

“Haw,’| called nvt the sherl¥, “mak-
ing me a call, elditor, or has the ma-
chine gone wrong?'’

There was silence ocutside,
upon the sheriff laughed.

“Better get 2 horse,” he cried, “Come
on, Alton,” he added, “let’s see what's
3 the matter.”
Eager to divert

where-

his mind from the

morbid thoughts which now possessed
it, Jim gladly accompanied the good-
natured sheriff down the path to the

street where stood the silent machine.
“Can’t for the life of me see what's

as they apprcached him.
“Iet me examine it, sir,”” volunteered
Jim. “I've worked in a garage and
kncw all about a car.”
“Want to know!” exclaimad Sheriff
proud of the knowledge of one of

B

nis

guests.

It took Jim but a few momeni: to
discover the trouble, and he was about
to rectify it when there came to him an
inspiration. He must get away!
was the only automobile in townu!

“I want a wrench, sheriff,” he said.
“Let's see that one,” as Banley fished
in his tool compartment.

This

oner, “you search him, Isln’riﬂ' handed Rlack the card, torn|commented upon that there had been

sure to take good care of that card. Itjhalf in two. Impressively he read it|put cne successful escape from this in-

will prove ths lies he has told.” !almrd, unable to refrain from satisfying | stituiion, and that before .the present
“Give It to me, Alton,” said Slu‘rlffit}m curiesity of the audience. regime.

Bl “‘1 got your letter, Jim,” he read,| As Sheriff Bill entered the cell to
“I suppose I am to have some sort of | ‘and tell you never to write to me| which Jim had been assigned, bringing

an examination,” and Jim handed the again. I have not written to you since | his supper, he remarked proudly or this

postal over to the sheriff. “When will’x ou went away, which it's lucky you | fact.

it be?” | 4ld for your own good, and don't want “So you won't have a bad time here,”
“Squire Baldwin is waiting now, so we 2 you to write me. I don’t wn.r*t to se@;he said. Looks prv(l_\j r.war nl.:elzm you, the matter, sheriff,” said Editor Banley

can go right along.” | You any more And that silly th!nz’ fllc case does, but I dffnz believe noth-
Knowing well that the evidence!you called our code I have forgot !r»nzi:n;z till 1 see it proved.

against him now was far stronger than {ago, and you may as well do the same. Alton smiled a bit, and began to eat.

it had been at any other time. Jim, ac-|{I'm goinz where you can’t find me 1.'! When he had finished the serlousness

companied by the sheriff and Black, | you should want vour dad when vou're | of his predicament appalled him, Not
started again for the office of the polzce"i- ist. I'm sending this or a postal be-|that he minded much the confinement,

Justice. {cause it's all T've got, ard T ain’t got | but the thought of Grace dally looking
“Walil,” commented Squire ::x‘.dwini: cents to buy a stamp ani I don’t care | for his return was silmost unbearable.

when the young man was brought be-| who sees it anyway. From vour father,{ The sight of the dar ing evening

fore him, “seems thet ye lied te me, |and may it do you no gnod." " sky, seen through the bar .

Alton?" There was absolute silence when ) oPen window, made liberty itself seem
“Yes?” Black had finished, and Jim's face was|SWeet and Jim pressed his face agalnst
*“Wall, T hereby inform ye thet ye|aimost, crimson with the shame of it "h" 1":“;::::: ;*"Su"n kept that liberty

hev a right ter counsel, an’ thet an_v-!;x‘;l E. PO e
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Thet's the statutory protection thet|straight from New York, and must have ]3‘" he he‘“:d - (grm‘;v_ \m?mf L SPOW -39

the benighted law gives te a man ac-iimﬂn written after the message Alton|lft- I.ooking in that direction along

cused o' an offense.””
“]l want no
“Go ahead.”
“Wall, then, T understand, Mr .Black,
thet ye hev been deputized by the dis-
trict attorr ter protect the interests
©' the people in this matter?”
“Yes, and I will first give my testi-

lawyer,” muttered Jim.
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mony. Swear me, please

The oath was administered, and |
Black told his story in quick, confident
words.

*A few morpings &go I saw this|

man Alton, & stranger in town, carry

ing a peculiar-shaped black bag which

I at once recognized as belonging to
one of our ladies of Chanton. 1 told

him to give it to me—he was
shabby at the time, and looke
piciously llke a tramp—but he
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ently knew, but
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gose from his chair, “I will call a
witness the lady sitting in the other
soom—Mrs, Graham.”

Alton looked up quickly, shame and
anger in his face.
®What is the necessity of this, your

Sonor?” he said. *Let him
&0 knows,
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®Young man,” and the old justice
was severe, “Chanton law does ot
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prosecuting attorney I hav
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“Will you =it there,” sald Black
pointing to the witnes afr . &
sworn?”
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fand the oath, and nervously walted f
Black’s questions

Wil you kindly tell the rt
began, “what you saw Mre. Gordom find
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| "“Now,” remarked Squire Baldwin,
slowly, “what hes the defendan®t got
ter say 'bout his story ter me, the
court, thet the message wuz frum his
father—busines smatters an’ sech like?"
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“Yes, Alton.”
tch him, sheriff,” exclaimed Black
s n ed through the doorway
{ into the : room.
| Mrs. Graham was there alone, crying
| softly.
E “Oh, I don't understand it all, Jim,”
| she said as he entered.
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the wall of the jail
see, not five feet from him, uncther
barred window. And behind thpse bars
‘he could see the projecting nose and
{ mouth of a face.
| “Ungh,” came th2 noise again from
| .he lips beneath tiie nose.

“What is 1t?™ sald Jim, just above a
| whisper.
| “Read English?’ came next,
e { Sa

building, te could

The nose and lips and

“No, that won't do,” exclaimed Jim,
examining the one produced. “Oh, I
know, there was one here in my cell,

t
t

in the corner; I don’t know how it got
there, but it's exaectly what I want.”

“T'll get it, sheriff,” volunteered Ban-

sheriff, as Jim had expected he would.

He startad off, muttering to himself, “A
vv.eLch in a cell; nice thing."
Slowly he walked towari the jail,

ley. “and I will be mighty—"
“No, I'll. go. I got the keys and I
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