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July 4th, Glorious Day of

Independence
Just How Independent ARE We? That Is the Fourth of

July Question.

We celebrate good American news today and congrat-

ulate the President upon admirable management and effi-

ciency. In spite of spies, and well-lai- d plans for mid-ocea- n

submarine attack, all our men and ships arrived safely in
Europe and at least one German submarine has "bit the
dust," as the New York Herald once remarked, when a sailor
was swept overboard. A late extra of The Times gave you
the news last night and it was just the right news for the
Fourth of July eve.

Now the Fourth is here, and loud patriotism is telling
of our glorious independence. JUST HOW INDEPEND-
ENT ARE WE? And what IS independence? We are not in-

dependent at sea that is why we are at war. We shall con-

quer independence on the ocean, for we are willing to fight
for it as our forerunners were willing to fight here in the
British colonies in 1776.

And we are NOT independent here on LAND
far from it. While we are fighting at sea with warships and
dynamite for freedom of the ocean, should we not do a little
fighting here on land with our ballots, to get freedom of the
land? Do you say that we ARE independent in our own coun-

try? Think it over.
Are we independent of the various trusts?
No.
Are we independent of wheat speculators that put bread

beyond the reach of the poor, independent of coal speculators,
of any one of the thousands that tax us as they choose, oil
kings.ljeef kings, and all the other heavily taxing "KINGS"
that have taken the place of the dull English King that ruled
us in the old day?

Poor old King George, if his ghost ever comes down, or
up, to look at us, well might ask:

"Why did they make such an awful fuss about me, those
Yankees? I only put a little tax here and there, on tea or
stamped papers just baby taxes. Now they are taxed by
forty money kings that really know HOW to tax. Yet they
celebrate once a year their 'INDEPENDENCE. Where do
they get that word? Do they never read the fable about the
frogs that had a log for a King named George and traded
it off for a devouring beast named Trust?"

The pig on the ice said that he was independent, because
if he could not stand up, he could SIT DOWN. Similarly the
Fourth of July American says he is independent, because if
he cannot control the Trusts, he can let them control HIM.

To American citizens and Trusts we say this:
Look out for changes after this war ends. The Kings

that have succeeded George in America and really developed
the gentle art of taxation without representation, are to
experience surprises. Their privilege and pocketbooks are
drawing near to a heavy earthquake.

Let them enjoy the public robbery while
the robbing is so good and so easy. It is not going
to last forever. The war will educate the people. Defeating
MILITARY autocracy abroad will teach the people to
conquer and wipe out FINANCIAL AUTOCRACY AT
HOME.

Just One Woman in Congress,
And 'All the Men Seem Willing to Let Her Monopolize

Interest in Washington's Working Girls.

Conceited men, convinced that women would be out
of place and useless in Congress, are numerous.

We invite them to consider the fact that there is just
one "Congressman" sufficiently interested and sufficiently

'energetic to protest against disgraceful conditions under
which working women were employed by the United States,
and that Congressman is a woman.

Because women take interest in HUMAN BEINGS,
rather than in dollars, tariffs, or corporation selfishness, ALL
WOMEN SHOULD VOTE, many of them should sit in Con-

gress, and many of them will sit there to the great uplifting
of that body.

OVERWORKING GIR LS IN WASHINGTON.

Miss Rankin is trying to persuade certain MEN that
they ought not to overwork girls in the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing. She should talk to Government managers that
overwork women about as follows:

"If you men owned thousands of valuable MARES, you
would not allow THEM to be overworked. Yotfwould say,
'It's true, the work ought to be done. But, these mares are
to be the MOTHERS OF COLTS that will work on our farm.
We cannot afford to injure the mares, and thus lower the
grade of future generations of horses, simply because there is

(Continued at Bottom of Last Column.)
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We advocate the safe and sane Fourth for everybody

but the imperialistic autocrat- - For him, the biggest fire
cracker, with the best powder in it, U what we want This
Fourth of July, which celebrates the plain truth told by
America to the King of England, 141 years ago, has an
unusual meaning for gentlemen who still think that God

talk is always
to a woman. So the

other day when I took
luncheon with my brother and
three of his friends I was delighted
as they fell into an argument
and apparently forgot that a
woman was present and that it
was necessary to pay her polito
attentions and discuss those fri-

volities which are supposed to en-

gross the feminine minJ.
One of the men vas from a

"dry" State, and he was advocating
prohibition up hill and down dale.
Facts, figures, and statistics com-

parative bank clearings, compara-
tive tax levies, comparative per-
centages of crime and pauperism

flowed from his lips as he sought
to bring those of the unpersuaded
East to a conviction of sin.

Obviously he didn't have to.
As some one has aptly said, "There
is no argument in favor of whis-
key." And they all seemed willing
to agree with his contention. But
like many another special pleader
he was not satisfied with proving
his point. He kept on hammering
away at it, piling Osso upon Pelion
to substantiate his claims, until I
saw to my joy for I love a battle
of words that he had roused in the
other men a spirit of perversity.

"You're very ready to deprive
me of my cakes and ale, in other
words my occasional cocktail,"
said one of them when he finally
maiuvred to edge in a word: "but
how about your own indulgences?
Is there any better argument in
favor of tobacco than of whiskey?
After we have gotten rid of John
Barleycorn won't the next decree
of banishment be leveled against
my Lady Nicotine a sort of gen-
eral cleaning out of bad char-
acters like the one which occurred
in Bret Harte's 'Outcasts of Poker
Flat'?"

The it should be
stated, had in the fervor of his
harangue been smoking one strong
cigar after another. Indeed, it was
only the pause necessitated by bis

of Men First of
and a of Will Be

stopping to light
a fresh one that
had given his

a
chance to speak.

He blew out a
cloud of smoke.

beg the issue,"
he pro tested.
"Now, as I was
saying, the in-

creased sale of
women's and

wear-
ing apparel in
Seattle since "

"Just so," per-
sisted the other
man, "but would
not that increase
have been still
more if
the sale of
cigars, cigar-cite- s,

and
had also been

"I tell you I
am not
He looked
around at the
little group
about the table.
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"We all agree that nation-wid- e

is coming in this coun-
try, and coming fast. Well, isn't
the next step a ban upon
tobacco ? The use of it is a purely

appetite. No one has
ever claimed for it, as some do for
alcohol, that it has the slightest
food value. So, if we are going to
get rid of one bad habit by legisla-
tion, why not make a clean sweep
of the lot? Some have al-
ready taken a stand against the
cigarette, and practically all of
them forbid the sale of tobacco to
a minor."

The rest of the men glared at
him as if he were a renegade and
a traitor. Even the
of the "dry" issue

"Oh, I the
man who had been speaking, a he
lifted his own cigarette to his lips,
"it will hit me hard. But so, for
that matter, will the certainly

era of You
may say that in our era at least any

them with a Divine right to ride,
on the backs of their fellow men.

We believe that on the Fourth of July one year from
now the at the sky will find some
other Right UP with the Czar of

the King of and other good company!
go up and never come down.

Mrs. Wilson Woodrow's Article on "Vices"
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one who wants a
drink will al-
ways be able to
get it. But I am
not one of those
who love liquor
for its own sake.
I like the socia-
bility, the mel-
lowness it en-
genders, when
ordered at a club
or in a restaur-
ant and served
in an appetizing
fashion. Don't
m i sunderstaiid
me. I'm a Pro-
hibitionist from
principle, but I
tan't help griev-
ing over the
probable loss of
all the old pleas-
ant associations.
And rather than
skulk to some
'blind tiger" to
rulp down a fur-
tive teacup of
something about
98 'per cent
proof, I would
do without, just

as I would quit smoking if I had
to sneak about it like a pupil at a
preD hoarding school."

"Well, if that day ever comes,"
growled one of the smokers, "I am
going to get out of the country."

"Me, too," declared another.
"Whiskey and drugs ought to be
cut out by law. But tobacco
that's something else."

"All the same," said the man
who had brought up the tobacco
question, "you and I arc going to
see it go, and fifty years from now
both smoking and drinking of to-

day will be as much ancient his-
tory as the three-bottl- e man of the
Georgian era in England or the
snuff boxes of our

"Will they stop there?" satir-
ically questioned a quiet member
of the party, who had not yet
spoken. "Not a bit of it. They'll
discover that meat is the source
of all our diseases, and that bread
Is poison, and vegetables highly

and

injurious. And long before that
thev will have snatched our tea
and coffee from us. Oh, it's a dull,
drab prospect that faces poster-
ity."

"I'm not so sure of that," the
other spoke seriously. "You, of
course, pave burlesqued the situa-
tion; but I wonder if life, with the
stimulants and narcotics eliminat-
ed, may not be more vivid, more
scintillating, more electric than
ever before? You remember what
Tolstoy says, that few really in-

tellectual men would tolerate the
world as it is if it were not for
smoking and drinking. Unques-
tionably they do soothe our rest-
lessness. No one on a 'morning
after feels much like charging the
citadels of injustice; ana, some
distinguished exceptions to the
contrary, a pipe or cigar fits in
better with a pair of slippers and
an easy chair b" the fireside than
with riding boots and a seat in the
saddle.

"It is always a wrench to give
up old and settled customs. Beau
Brummel and his associates would
no doubt regard the best efforts
of our present high rollers as very
tepid, just as Lueullus would have
regarded the Beau Brummels with
unflattering scorn. Still, I must
admit that it is hard to picture th
revelry of carnival time in a world
bereft of cocktails and censored of
ciparette smoke.

"I refuse, though, to be a pes-
simist. One can't forget that the
superb, literary flowering of the
Elizabethan era in England came
before Sir Walter Raleigh had suc-
ceeded in grafting the 'jimmy-pip- e'

habit on his
and that the great, intellec-

tual periods of history had as their
tipple beer and very light wines
rather than 'usquebaugh.'

"So it may be that all the jollity
and good fellowship will not go
out of the world with the pass-
ing of these two vices. It may be
that our sons and daughters, with
their brains clear and unclouded,
will find more p'easure in the di-

versions of the future than we do
in the smoke haze which envelops
us and the tall glass at our

By DAVID LAWRENCE.

This being Independence Day, much will be said about the
birth of our free country and of the great Constitution given
us by the fathers. There is one article in the Constitution of
the United States, which is well worth reproducing today.
It reads:

"Neither slavery nor INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE, ex-

cept as a punishment for crime, whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States or any
place subject to their jurisdiction. Congress shall have power
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation."

The Times directed attention a few days ago to the de
plorable conditions in the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.
Miss .Rankin discovered, after talking with nearly eighty girls
from the bureau that, notwithstanding Director Ralph's denials,
conditions have undergone no improvement. Several letters
have now been received by The Times, confirming earlier state-
ments that girls are COMPELLED to work twelve hours a
day against their will. True enough, some of the women are
anxious to work overtime, because they cannot exist on $1.75
a day or $12.25 a week. Many of the workers are mothers
and the extra $6.00 a week for overtime comes in very handy,
in these days of rising prices, for the necessities of life. Here
is a typical letter to The Times from a woman who is em-

ployed in the bureau, and whose name we withhold for obvious
reasons:

"The charges made by Dr. Cooke and Miss Rankin
that the women and girls of the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing are overworked are absolutely true, despite
the repeated denials of Director Ralph.

"Can he deny that girls working on bonds and certain
denominations of money are working twelve hours daily
and also Sundays?

"Can he deny that counters, examiners, tissue pickers,
and others of different divisions are working from twelve
to fifteen hours daily and Sundays?

"Why were notices posted in the press rooms to the
effect that due to the increase in work the force had been
enlarged, and that after the rush was over it would be
necessary to readjust the force, the preference being given
to those who had WILLINGLY accepted the duties im-
posed on them, by the foreman of the division? This,
notice came after many of the girls had refused to work
the twelve hours. Also girls not able to work twelve hours
after having finished eight hours' work are given "unable
to work' passes, which count against their records.
- - "Can he deny that he canceled all leaves of absence,
and that those remaining away for a day were compelled
to lose the day's pay, irrespective of how much time they
had coming to them ? Today numbers of girls, on receiving
their pay envelopes received only the regular amount, when
they had worked twelve hours and Sundays."

Director Ralph claims that the women are only doing
their part on account of the war, but a girl who works eight
hours a (Jay next to the hot walls of tissue rooms is doing more
than her share. Hundreds of girls are looking- - for work and
the Government can well afford to put on THREE eight-hou- r

shifts. There was a great deal of hulabaloo last summer about
the eight-ho- ur day. How hypocritical it all seems in the face
of such conditions as exist here in WASHINGTON at the seat
of the Government itself.

The American people gave their dollars for the Liberty
bonds to be used in waging abroad. How much real
comfort will purchasers of bonds get throughout the nation
if the engraved paper which they receive shall mean to them
oppressive toil INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE?

Change the Rule
The management of the Bathing Beach is to be CON-

GRATULATED on its achievement, but one rule it has an-
nounced is very unfortunate in its effect. It reads:

"Mixed bathing of adults only will be permitted on Sun-
day."

Doesn't this prevent the man who wants to teach his
children to swim from taking a dip with them. On the one
day of the week, Sunday, when it is most convenient- - for t"
whole family to get relief from the torrid sun, would it not
be a good thing to permit elders to teach their children how to
swim? One father writes us thus:

"The rule did not exist last year and one little lad
at least started to learn to swim at the age of three, and
his mother also began to learn. This little lad's Daddy
thought that by the time the present summer was over
both his wife and son would be able to swim and looked
forward with pleasant anticipation to the task of teaching
them, only to find that on the days when it is most con-
venient to do so, he cannot. It is VERBOTEN."

Swimming is a recreation, but it is also an accomplish-
ment tbAt can save life. The Bathing Beach management need
not fear that adults will be annoyed. The ed swim-
ming hole is unknown to the city boy, nowadays. Let Sunday
be Parents' Day, and some week days selected for adults only.

Just One Womart in Congress,
(Continued from First Column.)

extra demand for work. We think it wiser to hire extra
horses and spare these young mares.' "

That is what you would say about valuable working
MARES on a farm. Why don't you say the same about work-
ing WOMEN in a Government Department? These women
are to be the MOTHERS OF FUTURE AMERICAN CITI-
ZENS. If you injure them, you injure the future citisen and
the future generations? You ought to think as much of the
future generation in your country, as you would think about
a colt on your farm.

Go after them, Miss Rankin, talk plainly to them. We
shall print what you say, and your words will have effect.
Deep down in their hearts men fear a woman as much as
you fear a mouse. There is something weird about mice and
women. The bravest man under th dome. Marshall himself,
who fears neither man nor tiger, will quail if he sees that you
have camped on his trail
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