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Do You Want Some of the
People's Ships?

Step Up and Buy Them At a Bargain.

Wr. Hurley, Chairman of the Shipping Board, has
announced a plan for disposing of ships "built by the people

of the United States during the war, and other ships to be
built under contracts now outstanding.

Whether or not the President, the Congress, and the people
will accept Mr. Hurley's plan for disposing of the ships the
people built and paid for, remains to be seen.

This what Mr. Hurley suggests:
Don't consider Government ownership or management

of ships.
, Sell the shins for what you can .get, that to say, less
than it cost to build them, to
urivate individuals have ten

Jfche Government for the ships, all except 25 per cent. The
fcatural consequence being that if the ships didn't pay hand-

somely, they could be turned back to the Government when
the private owners got sick of them.

Sell snips built at high war prices for whatever the
prevailing price may be when you sell them. That prevail-

ing price to be ESTABLISHED BY ENGLAND, that to
ay, the United States should sell its ships for the price at

which ships are built in England, at the time of sale.

Mr. Hurley distinctly makes the point that the Govern-

ment is NOT to share in any profit that the private owners
tnay make out of the shipping business.

The people's money to the tune of hundreds of millions
a in the ships. They will be sold for what the Government

ban get, perhaps three-quarter- s, perhaps half of what they
post, perhaps less.

Those who heard the speech in which Mr. Hurley
flapped out his plan were convinced of his individual sin-Tcerit- y.

He is honestly opposed to Government ownership.
)Ke tbjTiVg the Government would prove itself incompetent,
pxtravagant, could not compete in ability with private
owners.

The people of the United States ought to be seriously
Interested in this suggestion concerning ships that the
Jjeople paid for.

There are some questions you can imagine the average
(small tax paying citizen asking:

When the Government chose Mr. Hurley to head the
shipbuilding program, did choose a competent, able man?
pid choose the best man available under the circum-

stances? Did choose a man who did the thing eco-

nomically and efficiently COULD be done at that
time?

Mr. Hurley probably would answer yes.
Then, the Government DID choose the right man to

plo the building work needed in war with utmost efficiency,
under all the circumstances, why couldn't the Government
choose the right man to manage the ships and RUN them,
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after the war?
In other words, if the Government was fit to BUILD

ships and pay the bills, why isn't the Government fit to
BUN ships?

If Mr. Hurley, and ten or fifteen very prosperous gentle-
men in Wall Street owned sixteen million tons of shipping
)paid for by them at a high price, would THEY suggest that
he shipping be sold to outsiders for half what it cost

and all the profits go to those outsiders? They would NOT.
Mr. Hurley says the Government is not equipped to

enter the shipping business, and at the same time says
that private individuals buying the ships would have to
establish ticket offices, freight agencies, etc., in all the ports
of the world.

The Government has such agencies already, IN ITS
CONSULAR AGENTS. It is paying rent all over the
world, where the consuls of the United States have their
offices, and it maintains a clerical force exactly suited for
looking after shipping interests.

If private individuals can run the ships economically
and profitably, although compelled to establish agencies
everywhere throughout the world, why couldn't the Gov-
ernment do it, having its agents already established and
the people already on the payroll?

Mr. Hurley told his audience that the Government, when
it finished contracts still unfinished, would own sixteen
million tons of ocean going steel shipping, about half the
total of shipping IN THE WHOLE WORLD.

First, if the Government now proposes to sell ships
for less than it cost to build them, why does it contemplate
finishing these contracts? Why does it go on building steel
ghips at a high price to be sold to private individuals at a
Jow price and exploited by private individuals?

Second, if this Government is to own one-ha- lf of all
'tbeocean-goin- g shipping of the world, is not that a job that
requires the Government to look after it? Is it not pre-
posterous to suggest that it should be left to individual,
limited incomes, limited authority especially in view of
the absolute incompetence that American shipowners have
shown of late?

Only the Government could have BUILT those ships
as rapidly as they were-built- . Nobody questioned the
Government's power there.
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DEAR MISS
I am engaged to a young man,

who for years went
with and was engaged to another
girl. They about his go-

ing home from office with me. She
asked him not to do it as we all
three worked in the same office
and it made it for her.

They made up and he to
stop going home with nc and also

to corns to see her the next
night, but instead he came to my
house without even calling her up
and the He
told me this, and the next day we
three met in the office and she ask-

ed for an He told her
he did not care for her any more,
and told all the people in the office
about the quarrel. Well, In a month
I was engaged to him and still am.
At the time I thought it great to
have "cut" her out, but now I see
how little we both are, in being

in such a nasty deal.
While she has raised herself In

every one's by acting
just the same to me as before this
affair and saying nothing
but good about both of us, it has
made me fori as though T should
break the though of
course we both love each other.

Before she started to go with him
he drank, but now his morals are of
the best and every one who knows
him the change to the
girl.

It has hurt me to write this, but.
it is the truth and what do you
think It best to do?

M. L.

I am very glad you have come to
a of the "other gin's"
fine in this affair, be-can- se

If you had to tako
pride in having "cut her out" it
would put you in a most

light
Of course it has hurt you to

write this, but tie "hurt" is good
for you a sort of moral
pain, as it were. I do not believe
it would help the for you
to break your with the
young man who, from your ac-

count, appears rather a sorry
prize for two nice girls to waste
any emotion over. But
the in which
he placed himself by
his with both of you with
the office force was due to youth
and lack of worldly
You can show by your conduct to-

ward the "other girl" your
of her fine but it

must be very trying for all of you
to work in the same office, and it
might lessen the tension of the

if one of you got a "Job"
else.

Have Drifted Apart.
DEAR MISS

I am twenty and have been go-
ing with a young man
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"Come With Me!" Casket.

A AFFAIR.
j

Almost a year agt he went Into the
service and has been in France a
little over six months. In that time
I have received but one letter from
him. He has told another friend of
mine, also in France, that he has
written a great many but didn't
seem to be able to get them through.

I have never been formally en-
gaged to this young man. but we
went quite steadily together and
every one has taken it for granted.
As ho was from a Western town
he left all of his belongings at my
home and I feel as if I Bhould wait
for him, and think he expects me to.

Could you advise me the best way
to get rid of that foeling when I
really don't think I am sincere? I
am afraid It Is the Idea of hurting
him that Is making me think of him
against my will. Please tell me
what you think of this situation,
and oblige, DOUBTFUI

You and the young soldier seem
to have drifted apart since he sail-
ed for France, and neither of you
can be held responsible It would
appear if he cared for you in the
right way he could have succeeded
in writing a letter that would have
got past the censor. On the other
hand you have met young men
whom you feel are more congenial.
These things taken in connection
with the fact that you have never
been formally engaged would seem
to leave you both free.

Perhaps if you see the young
man again the situation will auto-
matically clear itself. The fact
that he has left belongings in your
care does not commit you in any
way.

He I Probably Bragging.
MY DEAR MISS FAIRFAX:

I am a young girl eighteen years
of age. and am in love with a young
officer stationed in Norfolk, Va.
Until a few days ago I had not

Today.
Free exhibit George Washington Uni-

versity, architectural department. 2101 O
ntreet northwest Oprn day and evening
until April 6. Public invited.

Meeting The Aquarian 8oclety, 712
Twelfth street northwest, S p. in.

Masquerade Ball United Service Club of
America, Dupont Circle, 8:30 p. m.

Play "Trelawney of the Wells." Post-offic- e

Department Dramatic Club, Carroll
Hall, 8 p. m. Proceeds to War Camp Com-
munity work.

Pageant and rally Girl Scouts. Cantral
High School, 2 p. m. Exhibition of motion
picture, "The Golden Eaglet "

Address "Choosing a Job," by Dr. John
Bawden. auspices of T. M. C. A., Liberty
Hut. 7:15 p. m.

Concert Muilcale and entertainment by
the British and Canadian Patriotic Society.
Perpetual Hall, Eleventh and E streets
northwest, t p. m

Dance The Marine Clnb, Grover Cleve-
land School. Eighth and T streets north-
west, 1p.m. Service men invited

Lecture "Harmful and Beneficial In-
sects." auditorium of New National Mus-
eum, by Dr. L. O. Howard, honorary cur
ator of Insects ex Los rmiitnm, i:i0 p m

akU teJttsrf. (

heard from him for several weeks,
and then he told me that he has not
written because he had been to
New York. He told me In a very
boastful way of the number of ac-
tresses he had been out with, but said
he still loved me. Do you think that
he really can love mo If he hurts
me by telling of other girls he goes
about with? He is a very nice
boy and has made a splendid record
In the flying corps, having risen to
the rank of lieutenant at the age
of twenty-fiv- e. Shall I stop cor-
responding with him or tell him
that I love him, and that It hurts
me to see lira throwing himself
away? DESPONDENT.

I do not believe I should take
the accounts of metropolitan con-
quests on the part of the young of-

ficer too seriously. Suppose he did
go to New York and meet a few
stage girls and it went to his
head. That experience is not at
all uncommon, and it is invariably
the occasion of a little harmless
bragging on the part of almost
every young man. You might give
him another chance, as he says he
still loves you. In the meantime
a little hyperbole on your part,
about the beautiful times you have
been having would be entirely per-
missible.

He Wlafaea To VU'.t Her.
DEAR MISS FAIRFAX:

While on an out-of-to- trip. I
was Introduced by a cousin, of mine
to a young man about four years
my senior. I have always had lots
of friends of both sexes and am a
girl who always enjoys herself,
and has numbers of friends.

This young man took me around
to theaters and dances all during
my stay. On his sixth visit I be-

gan to notice a difference in ray
cousin. She was jealous of me I
thought finally.

Could a girl be jealous of her

Tomorrow.
Addrezs William Jennings Bryan, be-

fore mass meeting in Liberty Hut. auspices
of Y M. C A. and Billy Sunday Taber-
nacle workers. 3 p. m

Concerts Naval Glee Club of the Naval
Training Station at Hampton Roads. Va .
Central High School auditorium, 3:30 and
3:45 p. m

Address Carter Keene. of the postal
navlngs division, Postofflce Department,
Trinity Church, Third and C streets north- -

est. 8 p. m.
Meeting Washington Secular League.

Pythian Temple, to hear debate on social-
ism as a form of Government, 3 p. xn.

Address The Power That wins All."
Mrs. Eva B. Williams, before New Thought
Association. Rauscher's. Connecticut ave-
nue and L street northwest, i p. m.

Address "Russia and Its Leasons For
Us." Dr. W. C. Huntington. Service Club.
No. 8, 918 Tenth street northwest, 3 p. m.

Concert A victory concert
by Georgetown University Orchestra, aided
by soloists. Gaston Hall, Thirty-sevent- h

and O streets northwest. 8:15 p. m.
Play "My New Curate," Irish drama,

before Catholic School children, by Gon-sa- ca

College players. Gonisga College

When
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Beatrice Fairfax Writes Problems Pitfalls War Workers
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cousin under the following circum-
stances:

1. The young man had never call-
ed on her alone.

2.. He then took me several places
sometimes alone and sometimes In
a crowd.

3. He showed me every attention
and introduced me to his friends at
the club as his sister whom he
could not leave.

4. He is an ensign in the navy,
and Is very handsome.

When I saw that ray cousin was
Jealous I took less interest In him
but when I left the city he was at
the train to see me off, and has
written me two letters, and has
asked If he might visit me this
week-en- d. Shall I let him come.
He Is not in love with me I feel
sure, and just enjoys ray company.
Would it be loyal. I don't see why.
Tell me what you think. SIS.

If your cousin happens to be in
love with the young officer, it is
probable she resents his attentions
to you, whether he ever called on
hor alone or not.

It would appear to be a matter
of choice, whether you Invite him
to visit you or not If he is not
engaged to your cousin, you are not
bound by any obligations in the
matter.

9 Be Dreeaes Plainly.
DEAR MISS FAIRFAX:

I am eighteen, and am considered
nice looking. I work In a depart-
ment store and give almost all my
wages to the support of the family.
What I have left I dress on very
plainly, but am always considered
neat. Whenever any of the girls
ask me to go out I always refuse,
because I think to myself they will
all be dressed up, and I will be
dressed plainly. I miss many pleas-
ures on this account.

Whenever I go out young men al-

ways take a fancy to me. They al-
ways leave the girls that are dress-
ed well and ask If they may have
the pleasure of seeing me home, and
if they may come to see me? I al-
ways refuse and think to myself I
haven't good enough clothes to go
out. I am a very quiet girl. Folks
tell me I have got a nice disposition.
Everybody always talks about what
a nice girl I am. Please kindly ad-

vise me about this, whether I should
go out with the clothes I have, or
wait until I get higher wages and
save enough money for better
clothes? X. E. W.

Why worry about clothes and
refuse invitations on account of
them, when, as you say, the young
men leave better dressed girls and
offer to escort you home?

Certainly I should appear as
well as possible and accept more
invitations youth is the time to
AOtar yourself

HEARD AND SEEN
By EARL GODWIN.

I got a letter from RAYMOND
HITCHCOCK enclosing-- one of
GEORGE DONOHUE'S "Easy
Money dollar bills.

Raymond said he had picked it up
in Buffalo, and as he carries a Times
list or the "Easy Money" dollar
with him, he scanned it eagerly.

"I got this money matching to see
who would pay for dinner," he
writes me, "and I want you to spend
the premium on the boys at Walter
Reed."

P. S. He adds he will give an-
other five if some one will tell him
how the dollar got to Buffalo.

W. N. STIEFEL writes me that
when I called on BILL McNALLY
to fix that busted "n" in my type-
writer that I had one "n" already in
the m,2ssage showing that the ma-
chine hadn't busted completely up
w uurc point.

I vnS swear that there wasn't any
"n" in that machine "N"ywhere: and
III be jiggered if I can understand it.

Toaigrht,
All "Budyard EJpling story"

lovers are invited to attend the meet-
ing of the Story-teller- s' League, at
the Auditorium of the Wilson Nor-
mal School, tonight at 8:15 p. m.
The world-famo- us story-telle- r, Mr.
Stephani Schutze, will retell the
stories of Kipling, in his own inimi-
table way.

Men in uniform are especially in-
vited to attend.

At two minutes past three in the
afternoon (mark the time) a man
came to see me.

He been to the District Build-
ing to get a permit for a garage, and
after getting the O. K. of the plumb-
ing Inspector he went to the
of the building inspector.

It then thirty seconds past
three. There were two men flitting
on chairs doing nothing.

"Can't do anything for thev
said, "It's AFTER three o'clock."

They were obeying orders
But let me ask again of

DO YOU WANT SOME OF THE PEOPLE'S SHIPS?
(Continued from First Column.)

Why should it be questioned when it comes to
BUNNING the ships?

Why could not the navy of the United" States, the train-
ing school at Annapolis produce officers admirably fitted
to run the ships for the people of the United States?

It should be remembered that the most important
thing a ship is its value to protect a nation and its
allies in war time. If war broke out-- again a month after
all this shipping had been turned over to private hands,
would not the Oovernment be compelled immediately to
buy back?

And wouldn't the Government be compelled to pay
EXTRAVAGANT PEICES for the shipping sold far below
cost of construction?

The great weapon of a nation in war is shipping. The
ship used now to carry freight can be used later to carry
soldiers, and necessary to carry guns.
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District Building Officials that they
make It easier for the public to deal
at the public's OWN building.

It's harder to pay get per-
mits, etc, than it should be.

And, speaking of inspectors, I was
sitting in the office of a theater the
other day when a distinguished look-
ing gentleman entered. I him.
but he didn't speak to me. He spoke
to the manager, however:

"I am the Inspector. I
would like a couple of seats."

He got

A. J. DRISCOLL dropped in to say
that FRED DUBOIS, who used to be
Senator from Idaho and a member
of the Senate D. C. Committee, will
address the Mid-Ci- ty Citizens' Asso-
ciation Monday March 31, at
8 p. m.

Also J. D. KAUFMAN the lire
wire "Votes for Washington" man,
will have a message for the associa-
tion.

people themselves in freight

Could anything be more preposterous than scattering
these fleets, taking them away from the control of the
people of the United States?

One hundred thousand seamen will be needed to t
such a fleet of ships as the United States has built and
contracted for. Would it not be worth while tor keep these
men, extremely well paid, well trained by American naval
officers, on payroll of the Government, ready at any
time to be used as fighting men in the Government defense?

Is this a time, with anarchy and civilization fighting in
Europe, for this country to throw away the chance of hav-
ing at hand under Government control, a splendid body of
well paid, highly trained, well disciplined seamen?

Should the hundred thousand men necessary to man
the ships be turned over to private individuals to be ex-

ploited for profit, which means paying them as little as
possible and working them as long hours as possible, and
keeping them as discontented as possible?

The people of this country have been taxed hundreds
upon hundreds of millions to build these ships. They have
been urged and implored in the name of patriotism to buy
war bonds to pay for the ships.

And is all this now to be changed into a profit-makin- g

machine for private individuals, the property of the people
be sold below and the

had

prob-
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about

taxes,

knew

them.

night,
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and passenger rates taxed whatever the traffic will bear to
enable a few private citizens to make fortunes out of the
people's expenditure of the war?

It is well known that one of these ships, taken today
and put to work at the present high rates of freight, could
be made to pay for itself within a year, or two at most.

Thanks to the submarine, the world is far behind in its
shipping facilities. Mr. Hurley himself said that it would
take the next five years to catch up and supply the ships
that are needed.

During those five years the freight rates and passenger
rates will be extremely high, the profits for private owners
of sea-goin-g vessels will be very great. Great enough
certainly to pay for the ships at least once and perhaps twice
in the course of five years.

WHY is it necessary for the Government, which owns
the ships and has paid for them, to sell them to private in-

dividuals and allow them to be exploited during the coming
five years of high prices?

The United States needs to develop foreign commerce.
We need to reach every port with goods manufactured by
American workmen, and distributed by American business
men. How magnificently the Government could co-opera- te

with American industry if it owned this great fleet, oper-
ated it, not for the profit of individual shipowners, but
for the profit of every man, manufacturer and exporter, in
the United States.

The people should keep their ships, own them, and
operate them.

But they won't do it, for organized finance controls
this country and its government. Organized finance, blind
as to what is happening in Europe, will get its lessons.
But the time has not come. A. BRISBANE.
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