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' ^be American Panama Canal I

Should Be Free to
American Ships

It Is Our Property by Every Law and Our Right to Use It.
^

Senator William E. Borah has the habit of doing the

right thing.
That is because Borah is an honest man, in deed as well

as in word.
It's a pity that Mr. Wilson did not have Borah's hon

.sty in action as well .as in phrase.
In that case the resolution to restore free tolls to

American coastwise shipping using the Panama Canal would
not have had to be introduced by Senator Borah, a

Republican. '

The Democratic platform in 1912 specifically pledged its
candidate, Woodrow Wilson, to maintain free tolls for
American coastwise ships.

Candidate Wilson specifically pledged himself to carry
out the platform promise. y

"Our platform promises," he proclaimed, "are not

molasses to catch flies."
Candidate Wilson became President Wilson by grace of

Theodore Roosevelt and six million votes in a total of fif¬
teen million votes cast.

And Candidate Wilson had hardly well warmed the
Presidential chair before he broke his word and broke the

I

pledge of the platform upon which he stood for election.
Surrounded by a carefully created and altogether false

f atmosphere of academic wisdom and integrity, Mr. Wilson
gave the most solemn assurances to the Democratic major¬
ity in the Congress that weighty, secret reasons made it
imperative to abolish the free canal tolls which he and his

party had solemnly pledged themselves to maintain.and he
was believed.

It was not true then, and it is false still.
But in those days the country had confidence in Mr.

Wilson's judgment, and it was almost lese majeste to sus¬

pect that he might be saying the thing that was not true.
So free canal tolls were abolished, and the right to use

this AMERICAN canal, built by AMERICAN men, and paid
for with AMERICAN money, and running through AMERI¬
CAN territory, was denied to American ships bound from
one American port to another American port.

And the day that was done the coastwise trade between
American ports on the Atlantic, the Gulf, and the Pacific
was practically handed over to foreign shipping concerns,

paying wages and providing living conditions to which
American law would not permit American sailors to be
subjected.

The Hearst papers fought this dishonest betrayal of

party pledges and this disloyal surrender of the rights of
American ships and sailors from the inception of the bad
design. But we fought a losing fight against the repute which
Mr. Wilson then enjoyed, the influence he then exercised
over a subservient party majority, and the weight which
the people generally then gave to his now wholly discredited
assurances. -

The people believed what Mr. Wilson declared to be
true in 1912.

That is another of the many differences between 1912
and 1920.

Now Senator Borah has introduced a resolution restor¬

ing the free canal tolls for American ships which Mr. Wil¬
son dishonestly abolished. And, this time, we are confident
that no assurance or mysterious threats by Mr. Wilson will
have any weight at all with a majority of the American Con¬
gress or of the American people.

The real truth is that the surrender of free canal tolls
was the first act of that obedience to British influence and
British pressure which has since won for Wilson from the
British press the title of "the greatest living Englishman."

We built the canal.
We paid for the canal.
It is our property by every law, and our right to use it

as we see fit cannot be questioned legally, and certainly no

nation should be allowed to question it in any other way.
Great Britain loses and America gains by permitting

American ships to pass through our American canal free of
tolls.

And Great Britain objects.
Well, let her object.
There will be an American President in the White

House after March 4.God be praised!
The process of returning the United States to the con¬

ditions of a British colony will come to a sudden halt next
March even in the White House and the State Department,
.exactly as it has been halted in the Congress by the Sena¬
tors who stood up against Woodrow Wilson and his dis¬
credited Peace Treaty and his preposterous League of
Nations. .

And while the country is waiting eagerly for this day
of national housecleaning, the Congress can add another
leaf to its laurels by pressing to passage the manly and
wholly American resolution by which William E. Borah
dots hill.If fresh honor and his country another of many,
¦uugr admirable services.

A Much Needed Dry Docking

Letters From the Public to the Editor
Wants Bonus For "Regulars."'To the Editor of THK TIMES
Please auk Congress If this man

rates any consideration In the line of
a bonus.
His son went to France with the

Fifth regiment. United platen Ma¬
rine?, which was a regular regiment
in the Second division, and was killed
in the battle of Bols de Belleau. Hla
wife went insane through grief over
the loss of her only child.
He enlisted in the marine corps to

Ket revenge, but the war ended too
¦oon and he didn't get the chance to
get over. He did not wait until his
card was pulled or told to report to
some cantonment. He Just volun¬
teered his services. So. why knock
the regulars in the bonus line?
Take the regular division, the First

and Second, compare their records
with any citizen soldier divisions.
We all know that the citizen soldier
did his bit and that the regular army,
navy and marine corps did their bit,
too. In Vera Cruz, 1914; also In Haiti,
and San Domingo, where the marines
are still doing their bit.

F. J. P. (Ex-Marine).

Profiteers Should Have Treat¬
ment of Outlaws.

To the Editor of THE TIMES
The following paraphrase, with due

apologies to the poet, keeps ringing
in my ears as the present conditions
of our beloved native land:

"III fares that land to profiteers a

prey.
Where wealth accumulates and men

decay."

Profiteers are as great a menace
to the safety of a community, State,
and nation as anarchists, high-way
robbers, and bank bandits; and if
they do not desist from their profi¬
teering. all true American citizens
think they should be dealt with in
the same manner as outlaws.

W. G. SLAPPEY.

Pension Bill Does Not Always
Pension.

To the Editor of THK TIMES:
I hope you will not let It occur to

any of those "decreps" ' on the hill,"
that they have done any thing to¬
ward pensioning the clerk of the
Government. Here is a woman who
was left with two children, twenty-
one years ago. daughters.she passed
a high grade examination and was
given a place at 150 per month be¬
cause she was a woman.
A good clerk, rising early, get¬

ting the lltle girls, then four and
six years old, to a day school, when
she could call and take them back
with her to a little room in the eve¬
ning. After Ave years she went up
to *1,200.doing fine work all the
time.no vacation and few clothea.
Every minute away from the office
had to be spent on the children. Now.
before she can be released, as the
army and navy are, she must for the
next twenty-five years, to reach sev¬
enty, pay In to the Government $7.87.
Then, few people In *he Government
service live to be seventy years of
age. If she dies before, only one
daughter gets what she paid In. She
geta nothing!

If she dies at seventy-one. she will
get nothing. Ye. gods! The thing*
Congress Imagines they can make
people believe.

MARY COLIN CAMPBELL

Wants Bcrfdoll Brought To
Justice.

To the EdltoV of THE TIMES
I'm a true American, an ex-service

man. having spent a year and e '.elf
as a member of the 3S2nd Jt» a Inn.
Tank Corpa.
When 1 recall the times at Cuap

Colt. Gettysburg. where leave was re¬
fused true American soldier* to visit
relatives, who were at the point of
death, yet on the other hand a yel¬
low slacker, of the worst sort is al¬
lowed to make good an escape upon
representation that he had secreted
a sum of money known only to him¬
self (regular dime-novel stuff! Is it
any wonder that the blood of a true
American should boll. Now what true
American. whether he has been
through the war or not. but wants
this disgraceful affair threshed out
and th» guilty party not reprimanded,
but brought to Justice.

Former Private H. C. LUCAS,
332nd Battalion. Tank Corp.

Lillie Pay* Her Respects.
To the Editor of THE TIMES
Having read Charlea Umay's letter

cbout keeping children off the street.
I am inclined to think he is an old
crab. He is an old crank, and tell him
so with the compliments of

LILLIE WEPT.

Wants Drivers To Exercise
More Care For Dogs and

Children.
To the Editor of THE TIMES:
Owner* of dogs are required to pay

a tax for the privilege of keeping
them, and I think the dogs should at
1« est be given some protection In re¬

turn. Of course. 1t could not be ex¬

pected that a squad of policemen bo
employed for Just this purpose, but
I do believe if a driver were found
guilty of carelessly running over a

dog or any other animal, and his
license were revoked for a certain

au.a'mwwniituiwmaiiiimiiuiimnil MatmmraiN

The Cro
Sir Auckland Oeddes, British am¬

bassador to the United Statea. has
been a professor of anatomy and
know* all the Ins and outa of the
faculty offices, all of which ought to
fit him for especially close communion
with the Profesaor in residence at
1600 Pennsylvania avenue.

"THR PR
Orover C. Berg-

doll may have
dodged the draft¬
ers. but we Judge
by the way he is
making his escape
In this piping
days, he Is not
dodging the graft¬
ers. . Houston
Post.

Considering their
privilege to sam¬
ple. It is hard to
understand why
the booie-houndt
are given salaries.
.Baltimore Am¬
erican.

American prof¬
its are not with¬
out honor except
In their own
country. They
are the wonder
and envy of all
the rest of mod¬
ern clvlllaatlon.
.Brooklyn Eagle

(As Air Auckland C
aadnr. who la a pi
Montreal Unlverel
Wtlaon In the Wof

Speaking of the value of the coin
of the realm. It aurely looka aa

though the Bergdnll-ar la going about
aa far aa 100 cent* evar did In theae
psrts.

period, he would b<« more careful tn
the future. This would alao save

many children, for it must be ad-
mitted that children have a habit of
runnlngr heedlessly into the streets
when not watched, and if a driver is

made to" exercise cart where the life
of an animal is concarned, it stands
to reason he would be even more
careful where the life of a child is
concerned. "TYL'AEB."

Bonus Will Make Better Citizens.
To the Editor of THK TIME*:

Referring to Captain O'Donnell's
letter:
That one-man sportsmanship may

have been possible in the army, but.
It must be remembered that we are
all citizens again and for him to say
that a soldier who needs and accepts
the bonus is a profiteer Is a cruel in¬
justice to all soldiers In need. It is
a matter for each individual to de¬
cide for himself and not for one cap¬
tain to decide for all.
A bonus given and accepted in the

right spirit will make better cltlsens
of the ex-soldier. It will help to give
him the education he may be laaklng
or perhaps give him a start in life.
Then, if we ever hare another war

there will be better captains In the
army than ever before.
And remember that a captain's pay

in the army is over $200 per month
as compared with the private's $.10
per month If tfiis captain feels that
he has received eompensa'lon enough
and does not need the bonus, he
should not accept it. However, he
should not speak for those who do
need It. "A. E. F'er."

mannniMiuiiinumnFnnnmnnnnaim'n'iiiinmo nnwrimmmitt in

w's Nest
Now comes the real era of the big

¦tick In Europe when It la placed be¬
hind the door with the military pact
signed by France and Belgium.
Across the lilies of France and Bel¬
gium they are to all intents and pur¬
poses shaking hands with the Hun.
but they have the club handy.

DFKSSOR."
The Ice man Is

¦ till undecided
whether to blame
this year * ad-
vance In price
on tha cold¬
ness of laat win-
ler or the hotneas
of next aummer.
.8 p r I n g fl e 1 d
(Mass ) Union.

Time will ahow
that the June
brides are Juat a*
daar aa any other.
. Baltimore Amerl

By the way.
what has become
of that "Lima" of
the Sub . L I ra e
Port*.

The average
man lays down
the law to his
wife and than ac-

wtdoa. British smfci*. cepta all of her
nfrsaor in sb**Dtl* of amendments..At-

15: tfCT, chi.on Oinbe

Beading between the lines of tha
Republican platform one cannot help
but note the old-time claim that once
sgain the a O. P can be depended
upon to make tha country safe for
d» mocracy

Thinks Bonos to Every Man An
Injustice.

To lh» Editor of THE TIM
1 think the proposition of giving

every man who served In the late
war, either at the camps or on the
battlefields of France, a bonus is a

great injustice both to the country
and to the soldier himself. It is an

injustice to the country, as It would
throw a huge tax upon the people to

pay the ones who perhaps never even

reached F'rance. and an injustice to

pay the soldi<*r who never received a

scratch and returned sound, and some
of them in better shape than when

they left civil life, as It woyld make
them so that they could not appre¬
ciate what It is to work for a living
and earn their own living, and con¬

sequently make them so they would
not care to work. A better way ia to
allow everyone who was wounded in
the firing lines a bonus and eliminate
the others. The civil war veterans,
when that war was over, retired to

civil life with a spirit of patriotism,
and surely our real heroes of the late
war will do the same.

Wants To Know What Patriot¬
ism Is.

To the Editor of The Times:
Capt. J. A. O'Donnell, A. E. F.. ob-

Jecta to a bonus. He saya any grift by
I'ncle Sam to the defenders of tha
country and the country's wealth is
unpatriotic. The men who ruahed
to the recruiting posts at the out¬
break of the war have a right to
know what people mean by patriot¬
ism. The majority of men now agree
with Dr. Johnson that "patriotism is
the last refuge of a scoundrel." Many
folks made money by the war. made
It before we entered by selling mer¬
chandise to the countries Involved.
When Uncle Sam joined in the melee
the flood gates were let down and
yallow gold, like a tidal wave, swelled
the bulging money boya. How many
millians were made by thia war?
Johnny Bull did good by his sons;
and Canada and Australia were really
noble and princely In their gratitude
It hurts us to see Johnny Bull doing
the right thing while rich folks here
tall us to go to..!

PRIVATE FRANK KANE.
Second Division.

Returned Soldiers Need Financial
Assistance, Not Cheers.

To th« Editor of THE TIMES;
The time has come to declare the

American aoldler a human being, and
treat him as such. Just why the sol¬
dier who glvea all in defense of the
country should be penallxed, while
the atay-at-homer waxes fat on war

wages and profits. Is too deep for me.

In war and peace the soldier should
receive as much pay as he would get
If he were not in the army. Baing a

soldier ahould be at least as profitable
aa being a stay at-homer.

Thla alogan "cheers for the living,
and tears for the dead" sounds nice In
orations, but It doesn't mean any¬
thing What the returned aoldier
needs Is not cheers, but financial as¬

sistance.
if the country really cannot pay the

bonus, the soldier will be the flrst to
withdraw the bonus claim.

PAUL L. WHITE.

To Oppose Bonos Is a Low
Down Trick, He Says.

To the Editor of THE TIM EH
For a man like Capt. O. X. O'Don¬

nell, ll«th F A., who served hla coun¬

try In the A E. F. In Franca and who
went through the hardships of war

and yet who would dare to rafuae our

bonua.I call It a dirty low-down
trick. JOCBERT MAFTI.OOK

That Little Setback For Suffrage
In the District
By BILL PRICK.

Those ^Vashington patriots who privately used their
influence to postpone the proposed hearings on District suf¬
frage before a House committee can take to themselves some
of the credit for the defeat of the District suffrage amend¬
ment in the Republican platform agreed upon at Chicago.

The House committee had practically fixed a date for
suffrage bearings, and everything looked good for a favor¬
able report upon a suffrage bill before Congress adjourned.
That report would have meant something to the national
political conventions. District suffrage was mysteriously
knifed and the committee postponed its hearings until next
winter.

The committee at the national convention took the view
that the question was one for Congress, and virtually held
that if Congress was not sufficiently interested there was no

use for the convention to get excited. FRANK HOGAN
made a great battle for the cause at Chicago, and had vic¬
tory in sight. The argument that if District people had been
unable to successfully impress Congress they could not ex¬

pect too much from the Republican convention was rather
convincing. Ardent local advocates of District suffrage
had foreshadowed this and earnestly sought to have the
hearings and a favorable report before the conventions.

It would be very agreeable to District people if the San
Francisco convention should enthusiastically support a plank
for recognition of political manhood and the extension of
Americanism to the Federal Capital.

The setback at Chicago is not a serious one. This suf¬
frage fight will be won in the end. Right will triumph. Wej
will attain political freedom here by continually fighting
for it.

The Republican and Democratic nominees for Presi¬
dent are to be heard from. One of them, or possibly both,
may come out in favor of local suffrage and agree to press
legislation upon Congress.

It's nothing new for the District to be disregarded in
national conventions. Usually these conventions put in
platforms favoring "living wages" for Federal employes
here and hinting at better things for Government workers.
Then the politicians forget that the planks were ever written.

We may be able to do more without promises than with
them.

HEARD AND SEEN
The Imperial commluion whi«h re¬

constructed Germany in 1«03 was of¬
ficially called relchsdeputatlonahaupt-
schluss. How's that for a word?

D. P. FRY.

A LARGE NEW INDUSTRY*
You will be Interested In knowing

that a thriving new industry is
Waahlngton la the picking of dande¬
lions. They say dandeCona are cer¬

tainly great In the home brew stuff.
H. S.

J'ever see the IRth and Columbia
road species of liaarda? If thay
should knock off some night the soda
fountains near by would have plenty
of Ice cream and milk shakes left ovar
the neat day. H. A. C.

KANAWHA CLUB'S PINK WORK.
You should have a ward of praise

In your admirable column for the
youngsters composing the "Kanawha
Klub." Their lateat werk of good
fellowship Is tha ralaing of money to
aid an unfortunate young fellow who
is confined in a local hoapltal, and is
without funda. These are the sort of
boys who will make a better Wash¬
ington. Mr. and Mrs. VAN NYE.

(Such work la highly commend¬
able. It la the apirlt of true
fellowship and human aympathy.)

POETIC,SQUARE.
First some of us have had in court
Others And it st bom*.
Second. sometimes comes to naugbt
And also means to aid some one
Third is eften owned
By thos# of blah and low dear**.
And If the fourth be rlahtly shown
A maiden's name yeu will see.

CASE
ABET
SEAT
ETTA
HENRY F. SMITH.

A FRACTION PROBLEM.
I submit the following problem

to readers of Heard and Sean:
The numerator of a certain frac¬
tion waa multiplied by aixteen,
divided by four, and eighteen waa

added to It. The denominator
was multiplied by twenty, divided
by four, and fifteen waa added to
It. The sum of the numerator
and denominator of the reaultlng
fraction was unlucky thirteen.
What was the original fractlan?

J. A. P.

Olve m« da spreenatlme,
Plenta freah air falere.

Olve ane da cood farllc.
Make me do da snore.

MILO H.

THE TELEPHONE GIRLS.
Too many of us get grouchy with

telephone operators, without realising
what their difficulties are.
A former chief operator wrltea H.

and S. regarding the recent complaint
of F I)., ta to his trouble. One of
his accusations wm that the "queen
of the wire" slamqned a receiver In
my face." This can't be done, ahe
says, as the receiver Is attached to
the head of the operator, and It Is
difficult to remove It ualeaa she haa a
detachable head. Then aha suggesta:
That men be placed at switchboards

If the public waata to enlarge the ei-
luting vocabulary of profanity.
Then men who swear so proftoiently

at Central wauld get replies in their
own langue.

It takea no courage to swear over a

phone, but doaa take time, and time
Is precious.
For one nickel a grouch wahts the

whole telephoaa company to set on

Its knees.

I never did like policemen, espe¬
cially them kind with their pants
rolled up and atoeklags on. se this:
The District is peer, bat ebeitld afltieae*

rhenee ,
Mar I eet aatfteet they bar eepe eeaie leaa

peats'*

Your editorial on piratical land¬
lords it timely. A goad many of us
have notices to get out or pay higher
rents. J. F. McD. j

J. n. RALEY was explaining to Dr.
BECKLEY. of Whitley'* Pharmacy,
bow a calf know* ita mother's moo,
when A. GOLDBEKO walked up and
began telling about a clock hi* grand¬
father ha-1 which ran twanty years
without winding. Dr. Beckley re¬
marked: "I may not know the cow
language, but I sure do know buii
when I hear It." E. J. and H. V.

OLD BIT (NAPPY.
What Is the difference between .

. Uncle Sam. a rooster, and an old .

mm,]
ERNEST S. ATCHISON.

H and S surely is aU there and
then some. Greatest column in th«
country. C.

THAT MOVING PUZZLE.
Relative to the queatlon pussllng

W. E. TAYLOR as to why the wheels
of moving vehicles In movlea appear
to be moving in the opposite direc¬
tion from the vehicle Itself. Interest¬
ing explanations are offered by H.
B. ROSSELL J de CRENY, IRVINO
F. HAND and V. S. SNOW.

Mr. ROSSELL says: "There la no
real motion in a moving picture. The
effect of motion i« produced by the
rapid change of still pictures. In the
case of a revolving wheel this will
not work. The wheel may appear to
be standing still, turning in the re¬
verse direction or oscillating back-
warda and forwards, Juat as the eye
happens to be deceived."

Mr. HAND says that moving pic¬
tures are in the vast majority of
cases taken at the rate of It per
second, each exposure recording thn
action one-sixteenth of a second later
than the preceding exposure. It la
this which cempllcatea the motion of
a wheel, depending on whether tbei
wheel la standing atlll or moving at
the time of photegraphy.

"Connie" and B. C. tell P. W.
BENNINGHOVEX that "bookkeep¬
er" is the word which has three dou¬
ble letters together, one of the v$ry
few to be found in the English
language.
You can't get dirt out of a hoi* of

certain dimensions. QEORQE T. BRA-
SHEARS la informed by MELV1N
WOLF. BILLIE C.. ANDREW MAD-
DO*. Sergeant S PORTER. BER¬
NARD ZARIN. ERNEST S. ATCHI¬
SON, W. D. PAYNE. WILLIAM H.
TEST, CHIC DONALDSON, and ft.
H. A.

HOW THE CAMEL OOT MIS
HI MP.

Noah waa herding the animal*
into th* ark. He noticed the camel
lagging behind. "Here, get a

hump on you!" yelled Noah, and
the camel did.

Mra. I. E. CHATTERTON.

You tell 'em. CHAMP CLARK, W.
J. B. gives you a pain. T. S. w.

A BUNCH OP REAL CHAPS.
I know a bunch of real chapa (not

cake-*at*r*L who can be aeen nearly
every evening St the corner near
Eagle'a Gate, Soidlera" Home They
. re Dick CARTER. "Pop" CARTER.
Ouy SEYMOUR. Frank KNOX. Her¬
man KNOX. Mike JUNOHAtlfl, Reu¬
ben TiCNTON, B*rnl*" HIRER. Bob¬
by BR VON. and "Shorty" CHBRRT
They ar* called "cigar smoker^"

Don't you love the** p«r*on* who
mo to the bathing b**eh simply to be-
<em* **nd lltard* that they may bake
their aheuldera and neck, but nevtv
go li the water? L. O.


