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reports agreement TO j 
BUILD VA.-W. VA ROAD 

tb^ Kiwflnb supper l®^t Thurs- 
u n:ght. Senator -elect Fr*pk B. 

n reported that he had re- 

,-d a letter from President Fort- 
of the State Road Commission, 

saying that the commission hoped to 

ommenee the bridge oveT the Shen- 
-doah River at the Bloomery, east 

of rhirles Town, in the wring of 
the coming year. Arrangements, 
*,{. Fortney said, had been practical- 
ly. ensumated with the Virginia 
Highway Commission for the con- 

necting link in the proposed road to 

be built through Loudoun county, in 

•hat -tale. A report was also mane 

before the club that information has 

been received from Cumberland. 
Maryland, that plans for the bridge 

the Potomac River at rw 

Paw, connecting Alleghany, and 

Morgan counties. West Virginia, was 

progressing and the Cumberland peo- 

ple report considerable progress in 

the matter. 

JEFFERSON COUNTY FIRE LOSS 
FOR NOVEMBER. 

( harleston. Dec. 20.—Jefferson 
countv'-! fire loss in November was 

$1,875. as compared with $50 for 

the same month in 1925. it is shown 
h'- •> report of the State Fire Mar- 
shal department. 

There were two fires reported and 
jr ,,n,. nt these the loss was entire 
and in the other partial. Insurace 
of $1,150 was carried on the prop- 
erty a coal tipple and a dwelling, 
hr h frame. Both fires were of un- 

known origin. 
For the five months of the fiscal 

year ending November 30. the loss in 
Jefferson county from six fires was 

$8,075. an increase of $7,275. or 909 

per cent, oven the corresponding per- ( 
i(.<l the year before. 

KIWANIS CLUB ELECTS 
OFFICERS. 

The Charles Town Kiwanis Club 
lit. its regular meeting last Thursday 
night elected officers for the year, 
1 ;<•’(). as follows: 

President -G. K Wysong: Vice- 
President—Jerre White: District 
Trustee—J. B. Huyette; Treasurer— 
Adam Link. 

Directors—J. H Robinson. Isaac 

Herz. G. G Svdnor, John Lewis, 
Marshall W. MacDonald, Milton O. 
Rouss and Jesse Engle. 

H. C. GIBSON TO GET RETIRE- 

MENT PAY. 

Mr. H. C Gibson, of Harpers Fer- 

ry, who was the first Rural Mail 
carrier appointed in the United 
States,, will receive a pension accord- 
ing to an amendment to the Civil 
Service Retirement Bill recently 
passed by Congress. Mr. Gibson was 

appointed by the late William L. 

Wilson, Postmaster General, who es- 

tablished the first Rural Carrier Ser- 
vice. and served faithfully in that 
capacity until the Department re- 

quired automobiles to be used on the 
routes. The pension was secured 
through the efforts of Senators 

1 Neeley and Goff, and Congressman 
Bowman. 

OBJECT TO PAYING EXTRAVA- 
GANT PRICES FOR LAND. 

The Cleveland Ohio, capitalists and 
engineers comprising the Potomac 
River Corporation that spent $100,000 
this year in testing the water-power 
possioiiities of the Potomac and Shen- 
andoah rivers in the vicinity of liar- 

pers Ferry, again reiterate that they 
are ready'to begin the development of 

the waterpower available here, if only 
property owners whose holding will be 

submerged by the dams to be built, 
will ber easonable in the price de- 
manded for their land. 

The capitalists who stand ready to 

back the project a* approved by their 

corps of engines, are about ready to 

drop as unprofitable a venture on 

which initial costs have runinto thous- 
ands of dollars, hut the engineers who 
saw the opportunity are still working 
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to put it through. 
Such, briefly, is the corporation s 

side of the story. Whether the Poto- 
mac Corporation stays, or whether it 

pulls stakes and abandons the project 
as unprofitable, depends upon the atti- 
tude of' the people and property-own- 
ers of the section. With reasonable 
land and property purchasing values, 
the project appears good. With these 
values shoved to inflation, it is regard- 
ed as too expensive. That is the ver- 

dict of the men whose money will go 
into it, it is stated. 

The survey of the corporation’s en- 

gineers. which took eleven months to 

make, showed that the Potomac river’s 
flow of water, while large enough in 
winter and spring, was too small in 
the dry weather of summer to oper- 
ate the hydro-electric plant necessary 
at Harpers Ferry. 

As a solution to this, the report de- 
tailed the damming of four tributary 
rivers,—the Shenandoah above the 
Bloomerv, the South Branch of the 
Potomac in Hampshire county, the 
Great Cacapon river in Morgan county 
and the North Fork of the1 Shenandoal 
in Rockingham county, Virginia. Or 
these four streams a series of dam; 
would be built which would form res 

ervoirs, from which the water coule 
be fed down as desired in the dry sea 

song when the Potomac was low. 1 hi 

making of reservoirs along thesi 
streams means buileling dams and pur 
chasing thousands of acres of the lam 
which would be flooded to make thi 
reserves. 

Altogether, the report called for thi 

spending of between $2(1,000,000 am 

$30,000,000 in this section. The re 

port of the engineers was approved b; 
the Cleveland men furnishing thi 

money. 

■fCave received Red Cross certificates. 
Let us not forget the ever read; 

response in time of need, and be read, 
to renew our subscriptions. 

Mrs, F. B. Hooff, Chairman 
10th Annual Drive of Jefferson Count 

Washington’s Early Adventures 
Now Assuming New Significance 

By HENRY BOTSFORD 

FTER well nigh a century and 
three-quarters a new interest 
has recently been aroused in 
Ihe earliest military adven- 
tures of George Washington. 

When barely twenty-one years old. in 

1753, "Washington was sent by. Gov- 
ernor Dinwiddie of Virginia into the 
far northwestern wilderness—that is, 
northwestern Pennsylvania—to warn 

the French that they must cease their 
efforts to occupy that region Recent 
researches have given a new histori- 
cal significance to that expedition, 
during which Washington, always 
reckless of his personal safety, had 
one of his narrow escapes from death 
at the hands of a treacherous Indian 

guide. 
The French at that time occupied 

Canada and claimed the Mississippi 
and Ohio Valleys. Though the fringe 
of English speaking colonies along 
the Atlantic contained the chief Euro- 

pean population, France maintained 
sovereignty over most of North Amer- 

ica's area. They were apparently de 
termined to occupy northwestern 
Pennsylvania, partly because it was 

known even then to be rich in petro- 
leum. 

Region's Wealth Known 

Pioneer* and missionaries, Eng 
llsh, French, German and Dutch, had 

all reported to their governments 
that the petroleum was of great po- 
tential value. There is, however, no 

reason to helieve that Washington 
knew of its existence or value until 

his adventure of 1753. Then he learn- 

ed that the oil had long been used by 
the Indians and the pioneering whites 

for fuel and light, for medicine and In 

making war paint. Washington was 

so much Impressed with-its possibili- 
ties that he later became owner of a 

large area of oil-hearing lands. Al- 

though the petroleum industry in its 

modern form was tbeu undreamed of, 

Washington was so sure that a for- 

tune resided in his oil hearing lands 

that in his will he listed them as his 

■-most valuable holdings. In the prop- 

erty schedule attached to the will he 

wrote: 
"This tract was taken up by Gen- 

eral Lewis and myself on account of 

the bituminous spring which it con- 

tains, of so inflammable a nature as 

to burn as freely as spirits and as 

nearly difficult to extinguish.” 
The Will of Washington 

Some historians declare that in an 

earlier will Washington dedicated thli 

"burning spring" to the public. At 

any rate, it had passed from his own 

ership before his death. He sold thlf 

tract for $200,000, but, suspecting f 

might revert to his estate under i 

mortgage, he warned his heirs tha 

should it do so It would be wortl 

much more than the $200,000. 
Although Washington's first knowl 

edge of petroleum was gained wlthli 

a few miles of the place where thi 

first oil well in the world was drilled 

that first well was not opened unti 

one hundred and six years latos 

1859. In that year Edwin Laurentin 
Drake bored the first well, just soutl 

of Titusville, Pennsylvania, and reall; 
started the modern petroleum lndui 

try. 
A Development Wonder 

Today the American industry is th 

major part of the world's nil businesi 
I Americans are directing oil develoj 

ments all over the world. It is a: 

I part of the huge problem: to mak 

sure that the tomorrows shall »• 

America's requirements met. Ever 

decade the production of petroleui 
has doubled. Science and teeton 

cal progress have met all demand: 

Foreign Investment and developmen 
are in the nature of Insurance for th 

\ future. 
In the days of Drake and the lndui 

i try’s beginnings petroleum's value is 

hi lubricants a«td kerosene. The ag 

\ 

of machinery was only beginning, 
with,Its Insatiate demand for lubri- 
cants, while kerosene, though the best 
iiluminant ever known, was danger- 
ous because poor refining left gasoline 
that was liable to explode. It is diffi- 
cult nowadays, when the world is be- 

ing combed for more petroleum to 

make more gasoline, to realize that 

gasoline was ohce a nuisance and a 

menace. The internal combustion en- 

gine created the demand for gasoline, 
now the primary product of petro- 
leum. The demands of millions of mo- 

tor cars increasing constantly, Inven- 

tion and chemistry were set at work 
by the captains of the industry to 

make the barrel of petroleum turn out 

a larglr and larger proportion of gas- 
oline. This was done by the cracking 
process, through which every year now 

sees a larger proportion of crude oil 
turned Into gasoline. 

High and Growing Demands 

Today well nigh 2,500,000 barrels of 
petroleum are required every day to 

satisfy the demand for motor can, 

tractors, trucks, buses, artificial gas 

plant* and the innumerable by prod- 
ucts. Invention is constantly finding 
new uses, as enterprise Just as con. 

stantly finds new supplies af petro- 
leum. The wonderful and rather mys- 
terious fluid has revolutionised social 
habits and industrial methods; yet It 
Is only two-thirds of a century since 
the industry had Its feeble beginning 
in the Pennsylvania oil country. 

This year the country will use about 

750.000,000 barrels of petroleum. The 

country will use 700.000,000 gallons of 

gasoline and will export 1.900,000 
more. The production, processing and 

marketing of petroleum is probably 
second only to agriculture among 
American industries. 

Roundly, 70 per cent of the world'* 

j petroleum Industry is American. Ten 

billiom of capital is Invested in it— 

halt the valuation of the uationa) rail- 

road system. It employs Just about 

1,000.000 people. The petroleum pipe 
line system, grldironirig a good share 

of the. country, aggregates about 85,- 
000 miles. Petroleum revolutionized 
naval warfare by bringing in the oil 

burning ship; it is fast revolutionizing 
merchant marines in the same fash- 

ion. Multiplication of motor cars, 

along with the special taxation of 

their gasoline, has made possible 
modern highway system 

A True Social Service 
Perhaps the most nearly revolufion- 

iry result of Drake's modernization of 

he petroleum industry is to be found 

n the change it has brought in ths 

ife of rural America. It has carried 

Lhe city to the country, the country 

to the city. It has, by making possi- 
ble the cheap and .quick transporta 
Lion that everybody nowadays en- 

joys, enabled country and city to 

know and understand each other as 

they never did before. It hss brought 
social and educational privileges to 

country dwellers that a few decades 

ago seemed absolutely denied to 

them. On the one hand tt has en- 

abled the cities to spread out Into sub- 

urban area-- and the zone of country 

estates; on the other, It has enabled 
the people of the open country to have 

neighbors, society, church and school 

privileges. Intimate acquaintance. 
It Is a historic fact that the tenders 

cv toward division of interest and un 

demanding between city and eountrj 

is the most serious Internal menace tc 

the security of nations, to the Integri 

ty of society. 
More than anything else, country 

and city need to know and understanc 

each other and each other's prob 
lems. The easy transportation, tht 

ready opportunity for association »n« 

acquaintance that have come wltl 

the Age of Petroleum have mad* pos 

aible. in this favored country a- least 

exactly this new intimacy and under 

standing 

COUNT 
S 

The J* 
ri session on 
which time t 

c«r» wore fixed * 

as follows: 
n i 

Sheriff 
D. W. Ramey, Pep 
K J Madison. Pep. Sh 
C W Conrad, Bookkeeper 
Serving Summon*. Ac. *.. 

Clerk Co. Court 
Helen H Phillips. Deputy $900,00 

Clerk Circuit Court 
Helen H Phillips. Aw*. flftff.Of 

Assessor 
T O I nk, Deputy $6f«.6t3 
T. O Everhart ftM tM> 
P-j‘h Watson. Asst... .$'00,00 
O 'Ice Help $6fHV*'G 

$l,Vb€.6t» 
Various exonerations were allow 

ed, and numerous bills igtlfik the 
County passed on and ordered paid 

The Court aPn held a session last 
Friday, at which various Cla 
against the- County were acted upon. 

Resolutions of res ,<et to the mem. 

ory of the late Sheriff J St rider Mol- 
er were passed by the Court, which 
will be found in this issue of the 
Spirit of Jefferson. 

A GOOD CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 
If yo have a friend or re atlve 

give them a year** subscription to 

the Spirit of Jefferson and they will 
receive 52 gifts during the year. 
Send us $1 50 for subscription out 

of Jefferson County, or $1.25 in the 
county, and the proper f,d- 

:• ai ii will do the resi M 
eluding the writing them a letter 
stati cA whom the gift is from 

WILL REDUCE RATES. 

The Northern Virginia Powei 
Cempanv has announced that on 

January 15, the rate* for electric 
lighting will be reduced from ten 
cents to eight and a half cents per 
kilowat hour. The reduced rate will 
b< effective in all towns of one th u 

sand people within th*1 Northern *r- 

ginia’s territory. 

BRONZE TABLET TO MARK 

SAMUEL WASHINGTON’S 
GRAVE. 

A bronze ablet to the memory oi 
Col. Samuel Washington is be inf 
erected in the graveyard iti which ht 
is buried at Harewood. about three 
miles west of Cl aries Town. Th< 

'tablet, which is being erected by the 
members of the Washington family 
in Charles Town, owning the c*tat> 
bears the following inscription: 

"To the Memorv of 
“Col. Samuel Washington 

“Who was buried in tin ~e grounds. 
"Born Nov. 16, 17.T4, at Wakefield 

“Westmoreland Co.. Virginia 
“Died in 1781. at Harewood. 
Berkeley County. Virginia " 

DR. HALL BURKIED HERE. 
The body of Dr. Thomas Briscoe 

Hal) was brought to Charles Towr 
and interred in Edge Hill Ometerj 
at noon on Tuesday, at « service* at 

the grave, and services in Baltimore 
on Monday evening. I)i Hall diet 
in Baltimore county. Md., on Sun 
day. He was a son of ‘h« late Dr 
W. H. D and Elizabeth Briscoe Hall 
of Baltimore county. Md., inri wai 

a half-brother of the late John Hall 
of Charles Town. He is survived b\ 
his wife, and 'one daughter. Mr- J5 
J, Hodges of Shepherdstown. and b\ 
four grandchildren. Mrs. t apt. 3. h 

Wyatt is a sister-in-law of the <!e 

ceased. 

Mrs. Forrest W. Brown left on h > 

day for Bedford. Va.. called there b> 
the illness of her brother, Judge 
Randolph Tucker. Judge Tuck- r riier 
at his home in that place on -atnr 

day morning. Mrs. Brown wt. ««' 

companied bv Mrs. St. Heorgc 1 urk 

er Brooke. 

CHILD VICTIMS. 
Fire marshal department report; 

fnr November in this state show D‘ 

children dead and 2.1 injured fron 
fires. In nearly a third of the < 

cases unscreened open fires in home 
fireplaces, gas stoves and grat.ew 
were responsible. In Pendleton eoun 

ty two children burned to death i. 

a fire resulting from an overturns 
lamp. In Logan county a youni 
woman was badly burned from flame 

resulting from trying to quicken t 

fire with kerosene. 
These are tragic stories hecausi 

they involve loss of human childisl 
life. They would be tragic if thi 

fires had been unavoidable; but t h< 

distressing thing is that care woun 

have avoided most of these dozen o 

more cases because the fire origin 
are avoidable. The reckoning take 
no amount of the property loss fron 
fires: that is heavy enough m itse J 

but the consideration that ought t 

make every person exercise* ext re m. 
care against starting fires 
heedlessness is the danger to childre 
who perhaps not old enough to ap 

pree'iate the dangers, must depen 
upon their elder* to help keep ther 

=afe. Unscreened fireplaces hav 

taken lives needlessly ever since the 
came into use. A screen or othe 
protection costs little. As insuranc 

it is ridiculously cheap against finar 

cial loss and one can't understan 
why. when life is at stake, people wi 

neglect to take precautions. 
The Christmas season brings no' 

dangers in this respect because, whil 

progrec has been made, not all hav 

been made to appreciate the dangei 
in lighted candles on trees and. othe 
invitations to disaster in Christ nw 

tree trimming. It ought to mak 

parents and other older people P* 
♦ icularly careful not to put their o 

and others’ lives and property i 

jeopardy. 
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Mr Edward S 
yea re, retired be 
•lav moron ir at He 
a short lines#, Mr. 
bor„ m r iitville, V«„ bl 
at the F ■ ry shir* the 
served ail during the 
I. Fifth New York He 
Mr. ("umniajrs .» urvvt 
sons. (Jeor^e, of W« 
Reeie and Harry, of 
Interment kas made in 

(Miietery, Harpers For 

NO CHAinN 
Representative* of 

< hnutauuua war# 
worki nr on a plan to 
l> !\ < hturt’iuqaa Here ns 

ud of the Seven Hay prc. 
heretofore. But after wirkit 
awhile, they Rave the project 
; he t- will he no Chautauqua 
Charles Town next year. 

CHARLES TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETS. 1 

\ .,*> < alar »omi-monthly m 

intr f i Charles Town CHy C«u» 
n! oil Monday night, Mnyor Wyaunjc 
and <>nn< :?m«n Phillips. CrandsUff, 
Harney. VLley nnii Anderson were 

0 1-nent. Only rout in business wa* 
transacted. 

INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY 
ELECTS OFFICERS. 

V ii election of officer: of ihe 
■am FBe Co., h«d] 

on Ui'‘ Thur-d.iy. the'fottowrtn* 
elect for the vear. 192": 
the i; Dr. fC G Sydnorj 
W I, Anderson; 1st Lieut J 
Ho\ well; 2nd Lieut., P W. 1 
1 out. Rimer R Wsireley; Sect 

W Mien; Treasurer. C 0 
T’.■■ai'Urvr Tru?k Fund. C ^ 
per; Engineer. C P Welle] 
f*. T Tillett; truck dtj 
and engine room keepeJ 
rter; Pipe man, Wind 
Hose man, Roger ClippN-— 
Frank Webster; Investigat 
mittee, C. R. Long. C. F Kef 
•tnd C O Peer; Sick committee,, wc 

Anderson, T W. Allen, 0. 0 Fee 
Rouss Hall keeper, T. W Allen ar 
r O. Peer; Color bearer, C O Petr} 
Board of Directors, W L. Anderson, 
T W Allen, C. O Peer, P. W Barr, 
( R Long. Howard Sechrist and V. F. 
Reminder. 

Short.lv after rung o clock last rn. 

day night. » few passersby noticed * 

cloud of smoke issuing from over 

the front door of the A. P. store 
room, which had closed for the night, 
A closer inspection disclosed the en- 

tire room to be filled with it. <*K ^ 

though no flame could be seen. Wmle 
lh<- few there were trying to discov- 
er just what was causing the smoke 
more had accumulated on the street, 
and in a few moment* some one had 
turned W an alarm which brought 
three of the fire truck* on the scene 

in as many minutes. In the mean- 

time. however, entrance had been 

gained to the murky room through 
a side door, and the trouble was 

soon located in the hot air furnace, 
which had become oveihe»ted 
through a draft left open until the 

whole of it was red hot. An accu- 

mulatto) of dirt, gathered in the 

floor register was smouldering, and 

sending up the dense clouds of smoke 
which filled the building, Ernest 
Pope, who is a clerk in the store, 

had reached the place bv this time, 
and quickly turned off the furnace 

1 id opened the front door. 

TO ORGANIZE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

Jefferson is to have a county histon- 
cal society—an institution long needed. 

1 The initial movement to this end was 

made on Tuesday afternoon when a 

j committee selected by Miss Ella May 
1 Turner, of the Department of English 

in Sheprerd Colb go, met in the Law 
* Library at the Court House to draft a 
* constitution for the society. 

Mis Turner was appointed by <»ov- 
: ernor Gore, pursuant to a resolution 
> adopted by th< last session of the leg- 
? islature, providing for a historical com- 
1 mission consisting of one member from 
1 each countv of the state. Each mcm- 

her is authorized to organize county 
1 society in his own county. The mem- 

1 bership fees will be quite reasonable, 
e and it is believed that a society with 
v a large membership can bo organized 
r in this county. A meeting for the 
e purpose of organizing such a society 

here will be called some time late in 

i February. ** 

Mr. Darnel Bagcnt. who had beer 

employed at the quarries of the Key- 
stone Limestone Company, at Mill- 

ville died at his home on Friday, Ise- 

fember 10. aged 63 years. Mr. Bag- 
ent had lived in Loudoun county, and 

Harpers Ferry formerly He leaves 

a widow, two sons and three daugh- 
ter* The funeral was held on Sun- 

day afternoon with interment ir, the 

Lutheran Cemetery. 


