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friert Joctrg. coming either sharp and sour, or hitter 
and blue. But S. is as sweet and sunny 
as a child ; and, to those who know her, 
the personification of content. The only 
talent she possesses is that of loving every 
helpless, suffering, forlorn, and outcast 
creature whom she meets. Finding her 
round of home duties too small for her be
nevolence, she became one of the home 
missionaries, whose reports are never read, 
whose salaries are never paid on earth.— 
Poverty-stricken homes, sick-beds, sinful 
souls and sorrowing hearts, attract her 
irresistibly as pleasure attracts otheç 
men, and she faithfully ministers to such, 
unknown and unrewarded.

“ I never had a lover, and I never 
have, you know. Pm so plain,” she says, 
with a smile that is pathetic in its humili
ty, its unconscious wistfulness. • ’

She is mistaken here; for there are 
many to whom that plain face is beautiful, 
that helpful hand very dear. Her lovers 
aro not of the romantic sort ; but old wo
men, little children, and forlorn girls give 
her an affection ns endearing and sincere 
as any husband could have done. Few 
will know her worth here, but in the long 
hereafter, I am sure S. will be blessed 
with eternal beauty, happiness"and love, 

A. is a woman of a strongly individual 
type, who in the course of an unusually 
varied experience has seen so much of 
what a wise man has called “ the tragedy 
of modern married life,” that she is afraid 
to try it. Knowing that for one of a pe
culiar nature like herself such

Diopipbiral j*>îtcRhc.4. to him that, “with a start of a million 
dollars, it requires but little to get rich.” 
The history of a rich man shows that the 
earning of the first thousand dollars is 
the most difficult step on the road to 
wealth.

Mr. Astor died in March, 1848, be
queathing four hundred thousand dollars 
to found a free publie library, which is 
known as the Astor Library, and compri
ses the most extensive and best classified 
assortment of books in the country. The 
bulk of his property descended to his son, 
William B. Astor, who has frequently 
been estimated the richest man in the 
world.

was the only marble building on that mag
nificent street. He may be said to have 
fixed the character of the street, for now 
scarcely any other material is used for the 
business houses of Broadway. In 1860 
the splendid'rctail store on the corner of 
Tenth Street was built, which, with the 
addition now being made, will occupy 
nearly the entire block, bounded by Broad
way, Tenth Street, Fourth Avenue and 
Ninth Street. This is, undoubtedly, the 
largest retail dry goods store in the world 
—and, without question, the most perfect 
and systematic in its arrangements. In 
fact, the one word, system, may be re
garded as the key to this wonderful suc
cess. Everything connected with the bus
iness is subjected to the most exact system. 
The business itself may be likened to a 
huge machine with every cog, wheel, belt 
and pulley in its place. There is little or 
no freedom of action among the numerous 
employees of the establishment. Every 
movement is regulated as if by clock work 
and whoever cannot conform at once to the 
arrangement, is permitted, without any 
circumlocution, to form a part of Borne 
other machine.

Mr. Stewart has nearly completed the 
most costly and elegant private residence 
in this country, on the corner oftFfth Av
enue and Thirty-fourth Street—the exte
rior being of his favorite material, white 
marble, elaborately wrought. The cost of 
this pulaco is variously estimated at from 
one to two millions of dollars. It cer
tainly should not be considered extravagant 
for a man to invest the third of one year’s 
earnings in a private residence.

Mr. Stewart is a public minded citizen, 
and contributes liberally of his immense 
wealth to charitable purposes. There 
have been various reports as to his prac
tical philanthropy, in erecting cheap dwel
lings for the poor, after the manner of Mr. 
Peabody’s London plan.

In thus hastily reviewing the career of 
these eminent men, one point will be ob
servable. Their success has been the re
sult of unremitting labor in the special di
rections chosen, and of unbending integ
rity and promptness in all matters of busi
ness. The leading idea upon which Mr. 
Stewart's fortune was founded was the 
steady persistence in the “one price” 
system. Whoever purchases an article at 
his counter can be sure that he pays nei
ther more nor less than does everybody 
else. And, more than this, pvery article 
sold is just what it is represented to be. 
A clerk cannot commit a more positive 
offence than to claim for an article qual
ities which it does not possess. He would 
be as soon discharged for such an act, as 
for dishonesty towards his employer.

tSit and Hurnorç. ^griruifaral Jpfparlmfnt.
DON'T LEAVE THE FARM.

Come boys, I have something to tell you, 
Come near, I would whisper it low—

You are thinking of leaving the homestead, 
Don’t be in a hurry to go,

'The city has many attractions,
Butthink of the vices and sins,

"When once in the vortex of fashion.
How soon the course downward begins.

You talk of the mines of Australia,
They’re wealthy in gold, without doubt, 

But ah 1 there is gold on the farm, boys,
If only you'll shovel it out.

The mercantile life is a hazard,
The goods are first high and then low, 

Better risk the old farm a while longer, 
Don’t be in a hurry to go.

The great busy West has inducements,
And so has the busiest mart,

But wealth is not made in a day, boys, 
Don’t be in a hurry to start I 

The bankers and brokers are wealthy,
They take in their thousands or so,

Ah I think of the fruuds and deceptions, 
Don’t be in a hurry to go !

The farm is the safest and surest,
The orchards are loaded to-day,

You’re free as the air of the mountains,
And monarch of all you survey.

Better stay on the farm a while longer, 
Though profits should come rather slow, 

Remember you’ve nothing to risk, Loys, 
Don’t be in a hurry to go !

Rich Men of America.
The Potato.For tit Middletown Tranteript. 

Mr. Editor.—If your ever-laughable 
humorous column is not full, for this week, 
please insert the following. It has been 
published before, but will bear republish
ing. Yours, &c. Broom.

I Wud Knott Dye In Wlntur.

BY TUB ORTHOR OF THORT8 ON A FADED BORA.

I wud notd.ve in wintur,
When whiskie punehtz flo—

When pooty gais air skating 
Oar fearlis of ire k sno—

When sassidge meet is phrving 
k Hickeri knutts is thick ;

Owe ! who would think of dying,
Or even getting sick.

I. wud knot dye in spring time 
k miss the turn up greens, 

k the pooty Bong of leetle frgwgs, 
k the ski larks arlv screeiu ;

When birds begin their wobbling 
k taters giu to sprout—

When tu kictgo a gobblering,
I wud knott tbeu peg out.

I wud knott dye in summer, 
k lee ve the garden sass— -

The rosted lam k buttermilk—
The kool place in the grass ;

1 wud not dye in summer 
When evry thing’s so hot; 

k leeve the whiskie Jew lips—
Owe know I ide rulbcr knot.

I wud not dye in ortum,
With peaches fitt for eeting;

Wen the wavy korn is getting wripe 
& kandidates are treeling,

Plior these and other wreasons,
Ide knott dye in the phall ; 

k sense Ive thort it over,
1 wud not dye a tall.

In his address on “Success in busi
ness,” Horace Greeley instances four men 
of this country who liavc made immense 
fortunes by their own exertions, viz :— 
Stephen Girard, John Jacob Astor, Cor
nelius Vanderbilt, and Alexander T. Stew
art. The former two have been dead for 
some years ; the latter two are not only 
living, but are in the full tide of their suc- 
cessfuDcareer.

Mr. Vanderbilt, who is justly termed 
the “ Railroad King,” after putting the 
Hudson River and Harlem Railroads 
a splendid paying basis, has, with the 
consent of the stockholders, turned his 
attention to “bulP’-ing the New York 
Central Railroad stock, by putting the 
road under a sound financial administra
tion. The result of his vigorous policy 
is sufficiently manifest in the steady ap
preciation of the stock of the road, an un
erring indication of public confidence.— 
Mr. Stewart is not only the richest, but 
the most systematic and 
chant in the world, 
returns of 1865, it was shown that his 
earn inys for that year amounted to nearly 
five millions of dollars.

Of the four persons mentioned, Mr. 
Stewart is the only one who possessed 
anything beyond the most common rudi- 
mental education.

The following brief sketches of these 
American millionaires will, we trust, prove 
interesting to our readers :

Mr. George Green, of Bethnell, Eng
land, in his prize essay on the potato, 
gives the results of experiments on 1SMI 
trial plots, which may be summed up ftg 
follows ;

1. Every increase in the size of the set, 
from one ounce to eight ounces in weight, 
produces an increase in the crop much 
greater than the additional weight of the 
set planted. The net profit, over and 
above the extra weight of sets in planting 
four ounce sets in lieu of one ounce sets, 
amounted, on the whole aeries of experi
ments. to between three and four tons p<r 
acre, and the further profit, on the increase 
of the size of the set from four to eight 
ounces, average about five tons per acre, 
all the intermediate steps partaking pro
portionately of theiucrease.

2. The advantage of large sets ia more 
marked ii) the late than in the earlier vari
eties.

as
wo-

CORNELIUS VANDERBILT

was horn on Staten Island, May 27, 1794. 
His early education was deficient—owing 
quite as. much to his own taste for books 
as to his lack of opportunity. He was al
ways, however, bright, intelligent, and 
full of energy ; and what he failed to 
draw from books, he more than made good 
in practical observations and applications. 
At the age of sixteen he determined to 
strike out for himself. His first project 
was to become the owner of a sail-boat. 
He applied to his father for aid, hut was 
not at first successful. After considerable 
importunity ho was promised the necessa
ry amount—one hundred dollars—upon 
the completion of a oertain task on the 
farm. With the ready aid of a few com
panions, to whom he imparted his secret, 
the task was soon completed, and the first 
“ Vanderbilt” boat was afloat under the 
command of its owner. Like most first 
efforts, this virgin essay at seamanship 
was not wholly without its adverse inci
dents. The boat ran upon a rock, and it 
required all the skill and coolness of its 
inexperienced commander, to run it ashore 
before it sunk. The wreck was not a to
tal one, however, and after a few hours, 
the injury was repaired, and the intrepid 
navigator brought tip in proper style at 
the Stapleton dock.

The bent of the youthful mind thus 
plainly shadowed forth the probable des
tiny of. the man, who has since been 
known to he the largest owner of steam
boat property in the world. In 1817 Mr. 
Vanderbilt commanded his first steam
boat, which, on account of itji size, was 
called “ The Mouse of the Mountain.” In 
a few months he was promoted to a larger 
craft, the “ Bellona,” which plied between 
New York and New Brunswick, which was 
then the great routo to Philadelphia.

In 1827 he leased the New York and 
Elizabeth port ferry for seven years ; and 
at the end of that time for seven years 
more, making an excellent success out of 
a previous failure.

His great financial prosperity commen
ced with tlie California gold excitement in 
1849, culminating in the establishment 
and eontrol'of the Nicaragua route, which 
was completed in July, 1851. The amount 
of business done over this route, and the 
enormous rates charged for freight and 
passengers, could have but one result, so 
far as the owners were concerned.

In 1853, Mr. Vanderbilt, with his fam
ily, took a pleasure excursion to Europe 
iu his own vessel, the North Star, which 
was built and furnished for that purpose. 
He visited most of the European ports, 
and was treated with great courtesy by the 
authorities and eminent citizens of Eng
land, France, Austria, and Russia.

3. In the use of small sets, of from one 
to three oupccs in weight, a largo belanoe 
over and above the weight of the sets was 
obtained by planting from six to nine in
ches apart in the rows than at wider inter-

prosperous mer- 
From the revenue

4. Increasing the intervals at which the 
sets are planted, even of the largest sise, 
in the rows, to more than twelve inches, 
diminishes the crop, and the wider inter
vals induce no increase in the weight of 
the produce of the individual sets.

5. It may be broadly stated that the 
weight of the crop is proportionate to tbs 
weight per acre of the sets, and that small 
sets will produce the same crop as an equal 
weight per acre of large sets. The fact is, 
however, of limited application, as a weight 
of very small sets, equal to a weight of full- 
sized potatoes, could not be got into the 
ground, except by planting them so close 
as to be prejudicial to the crop. The ad
vantages, therefore, of large sets remains 
practically unimpaired.

6. Weight for weight, cut sets pro
duce as nearly as possible the samo weight 
per acre ns whole potatoes, but, for the 
reasons given above, the weights of the sets 
should not he reduced by subdivision.

7. Smaller sets give a larger produce
proportion to their size than the larger

8. When the intervals between the sets 
in rows are diminished to less than a foot, 
the produce of each individual set is pro
portionately diminished—though this is not 
necessarily accompanied by a diminution 
of the weight of tho crop, no increase in 
the produce of each individual set is caus
ed by placing the set at intervals of more 
than a foot.

9. With reference to the relative pro
duce of different varieties, a late red sort 
takes precedence throughout the experi
ments, and of the several varieties of Finites, 
“Spencer’s King of Finkes,” and the 
“Queen of Finkes.” are much more pro
lific than the ordinary variety.

As to the manure best adapted to the 
potato, it was found by Hr. Lang that all 
nitrogenous dressing tried in Devonshire 
were rather prejudicial than otherwise, as 
regards the potato disease, but that wood 
ashes, which abound in potash, and lime 
and salt were beneficial.

Experiments with regard to manures were 
carried on under the directions of Profes
sor Volcker, and on examining them the 
following deductions have been made:

1. The best crop was obtained by the 
use of rotten barnyard manure.

2. Superphosphates and crude potash 
salts—-a pure mineral manuring—gave 
nearly equal increases. The mixture of 
superphosphates and crude potash aalte 
appear to he specially useful for root crops 
on light land.

3. Common salt enhanehes the cfficiencT 
of the superphosphates and potash salt, but 
when used alone it slightly diminishes the

Potash salts applied alone, though 
by no means the most desirable manure 
for potatoes, nevertheless had a better ef
fect than common salt ; for while the erode 
potash salts gave an iucrease of nearly 8 
cwt. per acre, common salt produces 7 ,
ewt. and 44 lbs. less than the manured 
plots on the averags.

6ood Counsel.
an experi

ment would ho doubly hazardous, she has 
obeyed instinct and become a chronic old 
maid. Filial and fraternal love must satis
fy her, and grateful that such ties are pos
sible, she lives for them and is content.— 
Literature is a fond and faithful spouse, 
and the little family that has sprung up 
around her, though perhaps unlovely and 
uninteresting to others, is a profitable 
sourco of satisfaction to her maternal 
heart. After a somewhat tempestuous 
voyage, she is glad to find herself in a 
quiet haven whence she can look back 
upon her vanished youth and feel that 
though the blossom time of life is passed, a 
little fruit remains to ripen in the early 
autumu coming on. Not lonely, for par
ents, brothers and sisters, friends and ba
bies, keep her heart full and warm ; not 
idle, for necessity, stern, yet kindly teach
er, has taught her tho worth of work ; not 
unhappy, for love and labor, like good 
gels, walk at either hand, and tho divine 
Friend fills the world with strength and 
beauty for the soul anil eyes that have 
learned to feel and see it thankfully.

My sisters, don’t be afraid of the words 
* ‘ Old maid,” for it is in your power to make 
this a term of honor, not reproach. It is 
not necessary to be a sour, spiteful spin
ster, with nothing to do but brew tea, talk 
scandal and tend a pocket-handkerchief. 
No, the world is full of work, needing all 
the heads, hearts and hands we can bring 
to do it. Never was there so splendid an 
opportunity for women to enjoy their lib
erty and prove that they deserve it by 
using it wisely. If love comes as it should 
come, accept it in God’s name, and he 
worthy of His best blessing. If it never 
comes, then in God’s name reject the 
shadow of it, for that can never satisfy a 
hungry heart. Do not he ashamed to own 
the truth—do not he daunted by the fear 
of ridicule and loneliness, nor saddened 
by the loss of a woman’s tenderest tics. 
Be true to yourselves ; cherish whatever 
talent you possess, and in using it faith
fully for the good of others you will most 
assuredly find happiness for yourself, and 
make of life no failure, hut a beautiful

From the New York Ledger.

ADVICE TO YOUNG LADIES.

STEPHEN GIRARD,DY MISS M. L. ALCOTT.
who was a native of Eranco, having been 
born near Bordeaux, May i14, 1759, com
menced drifting upon the world at the age 
of ten or twelve years. He first engaged 
us a cabin-boy in a vessel bound for the 
West In<lics. He soon afterwards came 
to New York, as a cabin-boy apprentice 
to Captain J. Randall, whoso attachment 
to him, on account of his manly qualities, 
was early manifested in tokens of confi
dence and steady promotions. From a 
cabin-boy he gradually passed to the com
mand of his vessel, which run between 
New York aud New Orleaus.* He was 
sober, diligeut, and, 
successful.

One of the trials of woman-kind is the 
fear of being an old maid. To escape this 

'dreadful doom young girls rush into mat
rimony with a recklessness that astonishes 
the beholder ; never pausing to remember 
that the loss of liberty, happiness and self 
respect, is poorly repaid by the barren 
honor of being called “ Mrs.” instead of 
41 Miss.”

Fortunately, this foolish prejudice is 
fast disappearing, conquered by the suc
cess of a certain class belonging to the sis
terhood. This class is composed of supe
rior women who, from various causes, re
main single, and devote themselves to 
some earnest work ; espousing philanthro
py, art, literature, music, medicine, or 
whatever task taste, necessity, or chance 
suggests, and remaining ns faithful to and 
as happy in their choice as married wo
men with husbands and homes. It beino: 
my good fortune to know several such, I 
venture to offer a little sketch of them to 
those of my young countrywomen who, 
from choice or necessity, stand alone, seek
ing to find the happiness which is the right 
of all.

Here is L. a rich man’s daughter ; pret- 
* ty, accomplished, sensible and good. She 

tried fashionable life and found that it did 
not satisfy her. No lover was happy 
enough to make a response in her heart, 
and at twenty-three she looked about her 
for something to occupy and interest her. 
She was attracted towards the study of 
medicine ; became absorbed in it ; went 
alone to Paris and London ; studied faith
fully; received her diploma, and, having 
practiced successfully for a time, was ap
pointed the resident physician of a city 
hospital. . Here, doing a truly womanly 
work, she firs no time for ennui, unhap
piness, or the vague longing for some
thing to fill heart aud life, which leads so 
many women to take refuge in frivolous or 
dangerous amusements and pursuits. She 
never talks of her mission or her rights, 
but beautifully fulfills the one and quietly 
assumes the others. Few criticise or con
demn her course, and none question her 
success. Respected aud beloved by all 
who know her, she finds genuine satisfac
tion in her work, and is the busiest, hap
piest, most useful woman I know.

Next comes M. a brilliant, talented, 
girl, full of energy, ambition, and noble 
aspirations. Poor, yet attractive, through 
natural gifts and graces, to her came the 
great temptation of such a girl’s life—a 

«ich lover; an excellent young man, but 
her inferior in all respects. She felt this, 
and oo did ho, but hoping that love would 
make them equals, he urged his suit.

" If I loved him,” she said, “ my way 
would be plain, and I should not hesitate 
a minute. But I do not ; I’ve tried, and 
I am sure I never can feel towards him As 
I should. It is a great temptation, for I 
long to cultivate my talent to help my 
family, to see the world, and enjoy life, 
and all this may he done if I say “ Yes.” 
Peoplo tell me I am foolish to reject this 
■good fortune ; that it is my duty ta ncccpt 
’it ; that I shall get on very well without 
llove, and talk as if it were a business 

, transaction. It is hard to say “ No;” but 
I must, for in marriage I want to look up, 
not down.. I cannot make it seem right 
.to take this offer, and I must let it go, for 
J dare not sell my liberty.” •

She mode her choice, turned away from 
the pleasant.future laid before her, and 
took up her load again. With her one 
talent id her hand she faced poverty,
,cheerfully teaching music, year after year; 
hoping always 
finding herself 
for that aot. 
though the husband was lost, a true friond 
was gained—since the lover, with respect 
added to his love said manfully, “ Site is 
Tight; God bless her!”

8, Is poor, plain, ungifted, and ordinary 
id all thldgs hut ode—a cheerful, helpful 
spirit, that loves its neighbor better than 
itself, and cannot rest till it has proved its 
sincerity. Few, so placid, would have 
Jived forty hard, dull years, without be-

In a certain family, not long since, a 
pair of twins made their-appearanec. and 
as a matter of course, were shown to their 
little sister of four years. Now it so hap
pened that whenever a rather prolific eat 
of the household had kittens, one of them, 
of course the prettiest, was saved and the 
rest drowned. When the twins were 
shown the child by their happy father, 
little Mary looked at them long and ear
nestly, and at length putting her little 
finger tip on the cheek of one of them, 
looked up. and said with all the serious
ness possible, “Papa, I think we'll 
this one !”

rea consequence, 
'“Lucky,” they called him; 

” like the most called by 
that name, was but the logical result of 
his good qualities.

He went to Philalelphia in 1769, where 
he became, in course of time, “tho rich
est millionaire in the land, 
had one quality which is possessed, to a 
greater or less extent, by all truly 
ceêsful men. He was never ashamed nor 
afraid to work himself ; aud go, of course, 
never despised those who were obliged to 
work.

iahut his “luck,
4, an- sets.A learned professor in a college was ac

customed to demand of students an excuse 
whenever they were dilatory at recitation. 
The excuse given, he invariably added : 
“Very well; but don’t let it happen a- 

Gnc morning a married student

I Mr. Girard
gam-
happening to be behind time, was prompt
ly interrogated as to the cause. Slightly 
embarrassed, lie replied:

“ The truth is sir, I had an addition to 
my family this morning, and it was not 
convenient to be here sooner.”

“ Very well,” replied the professor, in 
his quick, nervous manner, “ very well ; 
hut don’t let it hajijten again !”

sue-

Tlie PrcMS Fcatlifftl to Mr. Dicken«.

. The press festival in honor of Mr. Dick
ens took place in New York Saturday 
evening at Delmonico’s. Among the two 
hundred present were Messrs. Greeley, 
Raymond, HnlsteaA of Cincinnati, ex-Gov- 
eruor Hawley of Connecticut, Richard 
Hoe, Samuel Rowers and Manton Marble.

After,the guests hud taken their places, 
Mr. Diekens entered under the escort of 
Mr. Greely, and was cordially received. 
Mr. Greely, who presided, introduced Mr. 
Diekens by referring to his introduction to 
Americans twenty-four years ago of a young 
English writer, then known as “ Boz.” 
After some complimentary allusions to the 
guests, Mr. Greely said the American 
press honored itself in honoring the man 
who had climcd from the lowest round of 
the ladder of the press, and his triumph 
iu uttaiuing his present cmiuence was shar
ed aliko by every honest member of the 
fraternity.

Ho concluded by offering as a toast, 
“Health, Happiness, Honor and Gener
ous Recompense to our friend and guest, 
Charles Dickens.”

When the applause had subsided Mr. 
Dickens responded in an extended address, 
in which he ulludod to the feelings excited 
among Americans by unfavorable opinions 
expressed iu his “American Notes” and 
“ Chuzxlewit.” He was delighted to wit
ness an improvement in the social, moral 
and material condition of the country as 
seen during this, his last visit.

In the works referred to he had given 
his honest impressions at the time. Thongh 
a report prevailed that it was his intention 
to write another book on America, it 
false, as it was his firm determination not 
to write another work on that subject.

On his return to England lie should 
publish in his own journal his prescut 
impresions . of America, and do justice to 
the .people of the country. He pledged 
himself that so long as he or his heirs, had 
any interest in the editions of “Chuzzlc- 
wit”or tho “American NoteB,” those books 
should contain an appondix refuting any 
assertions therein contained.

Speeches were made by Mr. Raymond 
of the Timet cx-Govcrnor Hawley, George 
W. Curtis, Esq. Mr. Young, of the 7Vt- 
bune, and many others.

I. His severe republican notions 
stuck to hiur with strange tenacity through 
all tlie years of his great wealth. Dur
ing the Revolutionary war, lie bottled and 
sold eider and claret. In 1780 he 
engaged iu trade to St. Domingo and 
New Orleans. In 1790 lie was reported 
to he worth thirty thousand dollars. In 
1811, in expectation of a renewal of the 
charter of the old Bank of the United 
States, he purchased a large amount of 
the stock of that institution. The cliar- 

not renewed, and the hanking 
house coming into his hands at a reduced 
price, tho Bank of the United States be
came “ Stephen Girard’s Bank.”

Mr. Girard took a sincere pride in liis 
city, and did much to make it attractive, 
ne had a great ambition to become tlie 
richest man in the country ; as also to be 
remembered as a friend to the poor, and 
a patron to education. In pursuance of 
the latter impulse, he established, under 
a munificent endowment, and with 
strange restrictions,
Philadelphia, 
tricities, some of which wo shall present 
in future issues.

»

A young man who carried a collecting 
plate after the service in church, before 
starting put his hand in his pocket, anil 
put as he supposed, a shilling on the 
plate, and then passed it around among 
the congregation, which included many 
young and pretty girls. The girls, as they 
looked at the plate, all seemed astonished 
and amused ; and the man, taking a glance 
at the plate found that instead of a shil
ling, he had put a conversation lozenger 
on the plate with the words, “Will you 
marry me ?” in red letters, stariug every 
body in the face.

ter was

During our late civil war, when the 
Government was in straits for vessels to 
carry on its naval operations, Commodore 
Vanderbilt made-a free offer of his splen
did ship, the “Vanderbilt,” which, though 
not accepted, procufed for him quite 
tional reputation.

During recent years, Mr. Vanderbilt 
has dovotod himself to railroad interests 
with the same e 
characterized 
dent of the New York Central, Hudson 
River, and Harlem Railroads, ho lias 
wrought wonders, both for the public and 
tho stockholders, conclusively showing 
that good dividends are not incompatible 
with the security and comfort of,the travel
ing public.

By referring to the date of his birth, it 
will bo seen that Mr. Vanderbilt is now 
74 years old—an age which would seem 
to demand retirement and rest. Instead 
of these, however, he was never more 
burthened with labor and responsibility, 
and never more active and capuble in tlie 
discharge of his great trusts. A brain 
like his can never rest while there is vital 
force to give it scope.

success.
a na-

A livery stable keeper, named Spurr, 
would never let a horse go out without 
requesting the hirer not to drive fast. 
One day a young man culled to get a turn 
out to attend a funeral. “ Certainly said 
Spurr, “but,” he added, forgetting the 
solemn purpose for which the young man 
required the horse, “don't drive fast.” 
“ Why, look here, old feller,” said the 
somewhat excited young man. “ I want 
you to understand that I shall keep up 
with the procession if it kills the horse.”

Official Agricultural Report For March.

The March report of the statistician of 
tlie Department of Agriculture includes 
several tables relative to farm animals. 
The returns of tho numbers and prices of 
live-stock show a slight increase during 
the year in horses, mules, cattle, and milch 
cows, and a decrease in shoep. The New 
England States exhibit a decrease of from 
six to thirteen per cent, in swine; tho 
Southern States from five to twenty five 
per cent, except Arkansas and Tennessee, 
which gave an increase of twenty-three 
and twelve per cent, respectively ; Ohio, 
Illinois, and Wisconsin, show a slight 
decrease ; Indiana and Michigan no mate
rial change, and Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, 
and Nebraska an increase. A diminution 
in numbers of sheep is noticed in every 
Stuto except New Jersey, Arkansas, Ten
nessee, West Virginia, Missouri, Wiscon
sin, Iowa, and Nebraska.

The decrease in prices is more marked 
than iu numbers, amounting in many 
States to a reduction of thirty or forty per 
cent. The aggregate is not less than thir
ty-five millions of dollars, averaging nearly 
a dollar a head.

A reduction is noticed in prices of horses 
and mules in every section of the country, 
in comparison with those of last year. 
The decline is more apparent in the South
ern State» than elsewhere, owing to the 
gloomy stntc of feeling in the cotton 
tion, where the returns wore made.

The price of cattle is reported higher 
than last year iu many of the States, with 
tho exception of mileh cows, which have 
very generally deoreased in value.

s,
some

Girard College of 
Ilis life was full of eccen-

energy and success that has 
his whole life. As Presi-

JOIIN JACOB ASTOR,

who enjoyed in his life-time the reputa
tion of being the “richest merchant in 

was born near Heidelberg, 
Germany, in the year 1763. 
to this country at the age of nineteen, 
when the now thickly-settled and cultiva
ted State of New York 
than a trackless wilderness, 
tion was early turned to the fur business, 
which became the engrossing occupation 
of his life, lie made frequent excursions 
up the Mohawk Hiver to traffic with the 
Indians, and was successful in his early 
speculations. He was one of the princi
pal movers in the American Fur Compa
ny, which soon become a successful com
petitor with European capitalists, who 
controlled the North-western and Cana
dian Fur Companies. He finally exten
ded his business to the mouth of the Co
lumbia River, where'he established a fur 
tradiug station which was named for him, 
Astoria, and is yet tii important commer
cial point.

His confidence in the American Gov
ernment enabled him to amass a large 
amount of wealth in the purchase of Uni- 
tod States Beourieties during tlie war of 
1812. Many of these bonds, which he 
purchased at sixty or seventy cents on the 
dollar, ho afterwards sold at twenty per 
cent above par. In later years he turned 
his attention to real estate in the city of 
Now York, his keen sagacity pointing out 
to him tho sure and steady advancement 
of the metropolis, and tho inevitable ap
preciation of land op Manhattan Island. 
As tho result of sixteen years' hard labor 
and close economy, he was worth 
ter of a million. At hu death he 
puted to be worth not less than twenty 
millions. The remark has been attributed

crop.

America,
lie came

A story is told of a French lady who 
exclaimed, as she took a glass of water 
in her hand, “ Oh, if it were only wicked 
to drink this, how nice it would be!” 
That is just human nature. If children 
are gratuitously told not to do a tiling they 
are pretty likely to experience an intense 
desire to do it which was unfclt before ; 
and Bomehow we never wholly outgrow 
this curious inclination.

was little more 
His atten-

\- 11 aa
Effrct of Bright Red on Animal«.

We have never yet been able to arriv« 
at a solution of the curious effects of the 
sight of scarlet, or brilliant orange or 
crimson on animals. No treatise on n&ta- 
rai history wo over have seen hai given a 
satisfactory explanation of facts which 
must often have been noticed by the most 
unobservant. Many persons have un
questionably lost their lives in consequence 
of wearing articles of dross which provoked 
domesticated animals to suoh a pitch offn- 
tj’ as tc lead to melancholy results. Fe
males, for example, iu attempting to cross 
a pasture, wearing a rod shawl, a red cov
ering for the head, a soarlet dress, ot* 
flowing scarlet ribbons, where bulls art 
grazing hazard their lives.

ALEXANDER T. STEWART, 

is a native of Ireland, 
country while a young man, and ^as first 
employed in teaching. He soon engaged 
in a small way as a merchant. His 
store was opened in 1827, and was 
ducted, in all its departments, by himself. 
His adaptability to his new pursuits soon 
became manifest in his prosperity. 4t a 
fortunate juncture, he purchased the site 
upon which now stands the structure for 
so many years known as Stewart’s Marble 
Palace, on the corner of Chambers Street, 
11 roadway and Rcade Street. In erecting 
this immenso building, on the east side of 
Broadway, Mr. Stewart committed two 
acts of innovation which plainly indicated 
his independence and nerve. The west side 
of Broadwny was known as the promenade, 
“or shilling” side, as opposed to the 
deserted, or “ sixpenny” side, and trade 
was supposed to prosper only on the west 
side ; while never before had the 
ventursome tradesman dared to invest in 
so costly a structure, 
visits Broadway for the first time, it will 
hardly seem possible that until within the 
past fifteen years, Stewart’s marble store

He came to this
A teacher asked a bright-eyed little girl.
“ What cohntry is opposite us on the 

globe?”
“ Don’t know, sir,” was the answer.
“Well now,” pursued the teacher, “ If 

I were to bore a hole through the earth, 
and you were to go in at this end ; where 
would you come out ?”

“ Out of the hole, sir,” replied the pu
pil with an air of triumph.

i
ml

- con-

»
When Dr. Johnson had completed his 

Dictionary, which had quite exhausted tho 
patience of Mr. A. Miller, his bookseller, 
the latter acknowledged the receipt of the 
last sheet, in the following note—“And’w. 
Millor sends his compliment« toJ)r. Sami. 
Johnson, with the money for the last sheet 
of the Dictionary, and thanks God he has 
done with him.” Johnson replied he was 
happy to find that A. Miller thanked God 
for anything. Miller was a freethinker.

I sec-

1 Oxen, other
wise peaceably disposed, become intensely 
infuriated at some seasons by the sight af 
bright red handkerchiefs, or almost any 
article of female dress of that particular 
hue. It is equally curious that turkeys 
manifest the same rcstlesnoes and 'lllrinata 
excitement at red flags or rod dresses. 
Tho turkey-cock on such occasions af- 

extraordinary dignity, gobbling 
most uproariously, and creating immense 
excitement in his ffimily, aot accustomed * 
to the sight. Nearly all the wild graaiag 
animals exhibit extremo surprise, if not 
positive fright, when a red cloth floats be
fore them

There is s man in Boston so absent- 
mindod that, meeting his sou on the street 
a day or two since, he extended his hand 
to him and enquired, “ How do you do? 
when is your father coming home ?”

»
, coTiiplaining never, and 
a stronger, happier woman 

A richer woman also ; for.

1 Posthumous fame is a plant of tardy 
growth, for our body mnst be the seed of 
it; or we may liken it to a torch, which 
nothing hut the lust spark of life can light 
up; or we may oompare it to the trumpet 
of the archangel, for it Is blown over the 
dead; but unlike that awful blast, it is of 
earth not of heaven, and can neither rouse 
nor raise us.

If everybody would mind his own bus
iness, more business would be done.

\
sûmes

most
If we would talk less about other people 

other people would talk less about us.
The praise of the envious is far less cre

ditable than their censure ; they praise 
only that which they can surpass, but that 
which surpasses them, they censure. See 
to it that wc discard envy.

a quar- 
was re-

To one who now

What do the ladies look at most in 
church ? At the Atm»,


