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THE LEGISLATURE.

The members of the General As-
sembly will now get to work on the
appropriations bill. As reported by
the Ways and Means Committee to
the House, the bill will recommend
a reduction of three and one-half
mills in state taxes. Of this reduction
one and One-half mills is to be taken
off by reducing appropriations and
the other two mills by suspending the
two mills tax for the improvement!
of highways.

The Press and Banner was, we

believe, the first paper in the state
to suggest that this two mills state-
wide road tax be suspended, or bet-
ter still that it be repealed. We still
hope that it may be repealed, but if
it cannot be repealed, the people
will receive some help by suspending
its operation for a year.
. 'And the fact that the members of
the General Assembly think that the
tax should be. suspended should be
notice to us that those who have been
wrestling with tax measures in Col-

umbia do not think it a good time to
pay taxes for road building. If it
is wise to suspend this two mills tax,
it is wise to suspend the sale of bonds
in this county for the building of
roads.
We know that the banks need the

money. But the bonds were not au-

thorized to be issued to help either
the banks, or the farmers, or the mer-,
chants, or anyone else. And we do
not believe that people can get free
from the burdens of debt by rushing
into other obligations. Now is the
time to economize; the tiirig to te-
duce taxes, expenses and all charges
of every kind, to a minimum. We
sympathize with the bankers of the
county and of the state. They have

Jt had heavy loads to carry and they
have handled them manfully. Few
people know just what they have been
called on to do in order to help oth-
ers. But they can get relief by call-
ing on those whom they have helped
to come to the rescue. By getting
money from a bond sale and enabling
those who owe money to defer the
payment of their debts, the bankers
will be doing these debtors further
injury. The time has come for every
man to liquidate his debts in part at
least. Those men who are not in
debt may make money by refusing to

plant cotton and by refusing at the
the same time to sell at present
prices. But the man in debt should
not, with the outlook of the present,
longer pay interest, warehouse charg-
es, and other expenses on a declin-
ing market. Let him liquidate at least
a pa^t of his indebtedness. If he
does so he will be glad of it and he
will help the banks to carry the loads
with which they are burdened.

The Ways and Means Committee
now proposes that we have an income
tax. We had an income tax at one

time, but it was repealed when the
Federal income tax law became a

reality.
' We are not in favor of an income
tax. The men who make the incomes
are the men who are paying the prop-
erty taxes in large part. The money
they make they reinvest and it thus
becomes other tax-bearing property.
It furnishes employment and con-
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them. These are the people who
make the country worth while. Why,
then, tax them out of existence? Why
should a man who pays his property
tax along with his neighbor, but who
by means of a little more industry in-
creases his income beyond that of his
neighbor, be required to pay a tax
on his income, when no such tax is
required of the neighbor? Does the
state desire to discourage thrift and
industry?
Why on the other hand should

property which js itself taxed have
its ihcome taxed? This looks too
much like double taxation.

THE ASTONISHER

We have the pleasure of having
on our desk the February issue of
the "Astonisher,"' the paper publish-
ed by the Columbia district of the
Southern Cotton Oil Company and
so ably edited by Delph McDill. The
February issue is most attractive,
the front page title SCOCO, being
in a perfect square? with these letters
in the round design as an extra em-

belishment. The leading editorial,
"Why we use Fillers in Fertilizers"
as written by Mr. McDill is to the

point and gives the good advice to buy
high grade fertilizers. Mr. McDill
also develops into quite a poet, the
February Astonisher containing two

original poems which are well worth
the reading. Altogether the edition is
most creditable and Mr. McDill de-
serves the "well done" of the Col-
umbia District.

MESCHINE WRITES
, ABOUT GOOD ROADS

Editor the Press and Banner:
The General Assembly of South

Carolina being in session, the people
of Abbeville County should endeavor
to have the act of March 6th, 1920,
concerning the improvement of cer-

tain roads of the county, so amended
as to meet better the wants of the
people.
As anyone knows we have, so to

speak, no roads in Abbeville county,
owing to the numerous rivers, creeks
and branches, flowing everywhere in
the county, its topography is excep-
tionally hilly, and our present roads
an heritage of the past, are nothing
but-a succession of ups and downs
which make them unfit for the modes
of travel and transportation of the
day.

Until now the farmers of the coun-

ty have' stoically submitted to the
inconveniemces of such roads, but the
day of reaction has come and they
cannot see with favor, to say the
least, a plan which does not provide
for the improvement of all the roads
of the county, without any exception
instead of only a few, the execution
of which plan would have for result
to leave nine tenths of the roads of
the county in their actual condition
and deprive nine tenths of the farm-
ers of the county of the advantage
of goods roads, while they would
have to toil hard to pay taxes for the
benefit of only a few privileged ones.

However Abbeville county is a part
of the State ot soutn Carolina ana

as such it is its duty to provide for
three roads connecting the Abbeville
county seat with the county seat of
each of pur neighboring counties,
Anderson, Greenwood and McCor-
mick.

Having fulfilled our duty towards
our state, we should then set aside,
for the present, the scheme of the
other improved roads and turn our

undivided attention and our efforts
to the roads of the whole county and
have the said roads regraded and put
on a level, as far as possible, kn<?
when this should have been done,
and not before, we could think of
improving our road system.

This operation should be neither
difficult nor necessaril^ expensive.

I, therefore, suggest that the act
of the 6th of March 1920 should be
so amended as to provide for the use

of the bond issue of $450,000,
First for the construction of the

three inter-c'ounty seats roads.
And the balance to be employed as

a fund for the regrading and the
leveling of all our county roads, the
said fund to be apportioned to each
of the actual roads or fraction of

roads, pro rata to-their respective
mileage.
And I think it would be advisable

for the people of Abbeville county to
write or petition their delegation to

work cooperatively in the framing of
the necessary amendment tt> the act
of the 6th of March, 1920 to secure

the execution of -the contemplated
program having in view the regrad-
ing and leveling of all the roads of

Abbeville county.
From the statement in regard the

hilliness of Abbeville county due to

its many streams it must not be in-
ferred that its topography is for it
a cause of inferiority, far from it; it

places the coupty among the best
drained and "healthiest of the coun-

try, it multiplies the number of our

bottom lands which are our most val-
uable ones, it gives to every farm
the advantage of well watered pas-
tures and grazing lands, it provides
for wood lots, it put the farmers of
the county in a proper condition to

meet the diversified farming which
is the farming of the future, and it

STRUGGLING ALONG ON $80,000

From the Philadelphia Inquirer
Wanted, a stenographer of unim-

peachable character experienced in
shorthand and taking dictation, who
will be willing to devote her Sun-
day's to indexing and preparing the
cases of a struggling law student at
the University of Pennsylvania.

This is the model stenographic
ability required by the university's
richest student, John Jeffries fifth
of England, who is "struggling" on-

ly in so far as his law work goes, for
he came to this country with the
mere trifle of $80,000 a year on^

which to live. j:
Jeffries, who is a second year stu-

dent already has one stenographer,
but his earnest delvings into the in-
tricacies of Blackstone and his skill
require more assistance, and he is
now looking for a suitable young
woman to add to his staff.
The young Englishman, who is the

fifth direct descendant of John Tem-
ple governor general of Ireland, and
has three cousins in the house of
lords is popular among his class-
mates, who declare that he is quite
democratic in spite of the burden of
his wealth. He lives quietly and un-

pretentiously and nothing in iais
mode of living seems to indicate
that he spends even hajf of $80,000
allowed him.

LIVESTOCK PRICES
DON'T PAY FREIGHT

.Washington, Feb. 8..A reduction
in freight rates was asked today of
the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion by six of the largest cattlemen's
associations of the west. Their
spokesmen told the "commission that
market prices^of sheep, cattle and
wool had fallen so low that western
cattle raisers and farmers were no

longer able to sell their products for
enough to pay freight rates.
The complaint contended that fi-

nancial conditions made it impos-
sible to obtain loans on cattle prop-
erty and that growers were com-

pelled to sell "for whatever they nan

get in an unmarketable condition.
"Sheep have so declined in value

that they will scarcely . pay the
freight to market," the complaint
said. "The wool is unsalable and

cro^s of last year are stored with no

buyers.
"Within the last 90 days cattle

have declined 40 to 60 per cent hogs
have declined an equal amount and
sheep have declined as much or

more. This condition leads but to
bankruptcy >and ruin of the entire
farming districts of the cour.try
which face prices below cost of pro-
duction while the cost of transporta-
tion, is 75 per cent above prewar
costs."-

DEWEY SHELL' HURTS BOYS

.

Manila, Feb. 7..A shell from one

of Admiral Dewey's guns after lying
in a vacant lot in Manila for more

than twenty-two years exploded, in-
juring three Filipino boys. One of
the lads picked up the shell and af- j
ter examining it, hurled it against
a rock. The shell proved to be ef-
fective and knocked the three boys
to the ground, all sustaining painful
injuries.

makes easy and less expensive the
regrading, leveling and draining of
its roads.

Let us provide our county with |
level and well drained roads and with
its splendid citizenship, Abbeville
county will easily and incontestably
rank among the finest counties of the
whole union.

E. C. MESCHINE. j
Hermitage Farm,

Lowndesville, S. C. F

SANITARY
'

MILK
FOR SALE
My Entire Herd has

been Tested by the U.
S. Government and
found Free of that
Dreadful Disease Called
Tuberculosis.
You run no Risk when

You Buy MILK From

W. H. Mundy ;j

ANOTHER GOOD SERMON

Central Methodist church was fill-
ed Sunday night by an interested and
attentive congregation to hear Dr.
Daniel preach on 'Old Maids," not
about old maids, as he said. The an-

nouncement, which was handed the
reporter by a good member of the
class and not by the pastor, that Dr.
Daniel would preach on "Old Maids"
created livelv interest among: many

ladies of the various denominations,
including some mten, and all were

eager to hear what the popular
preacher and good speaker would
have to say on this old but ever new

subject. The weather was fine and the

inspiring music of the grand pipe or-

gan had filled the hearts of all pres-
ent with comfort and prepared the
minds for the "feast of reason and
flow of soul.'' Never beforij had "Je-
sus, Lover of My Soul" been played
and sung more beautifully and sweet-

ly, and as the tuneful notes of instru-
ment and voice blended harmoniously
and soothingly, care and jsadness for
the time gave place to joy and glad-
ness with the well and happy people
present.

Dr. Daniel's text was most appro-
priate, and when he announced that

1 i i- n il. j:.
lie wouia speaK ui j^orcas, tne uiscipie
at Joppa who "was full of good works
and almsdeeds which she did," the
congregation knew that he was going
:o handle the heralded subject with
words of love for noble deeds per-
formed. He showed how, at the death
)f this noble woman of the text, in
;he beautiful Bible story, all the
widows stood by weeping and show-
ing the garments that Dorcas had
made while she was with them. Dr.
Daniel, emphasized many truths in
the course of his discourse, which
would have to be heard fresh from
the lips to be appreciated at their full
^alue and which can not be enumer-

ated here. We mention one striking
point: Dorcas was full of good works
and "aimsaeeas wnicn sne aia." j*oi

which she promised to do after ask-
ing what she could do, but quietly,
humbly, unaassumingly full of good
works and almsdeed "which she did."
We wish we ha<J the time and space
this busy press day to give a good
synopsis of this fine sermon..New-
berry Herald and News.

A SOCIETY MEETING

The Ladies Society of the Asso-
ciate Reformed church will meet

Thursday afternoon at half past
three o'clock, at the home of Mrs.
W. P. Greene. A full attendance of
the members is desired.
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time in the history of Gaffney, the

marriage ceremony was performed
by a woman, when Mrs. W. B. Cor-
ry married two couples yesterday.
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