
GOOD YEAR FOR HEDGEHOGS
Extraordinary Multiplication of th*

Animals Something of a Puzzle
to the English.

Among the curiosities of natural his¬
tory that last year produced is to be
noted the extraordinary multiplication
of the hedgehog. On some of the
heavy lands of the midlands they have
been found hibernating in such num¬

bers as no native has imagined pos¬
sible.
This is the more curious, as other

mammals, especially rabbi-s, are sin¬
gularly scarce. The rabbits were

drowned in hundreds. Their bodies
were seen floating down the brooks,
and a certain number of leveretts were
also killed by the wet What should
make these rather obscure animals
flourish ls mysterious, but both they
and the rat seem to multiply in wet
years.

In the places where these hedgehogs
are so numerous there is a great
dearth of partridges, and the two
facts are by some connected. It is
not unlikely that the number of these
animals has forced them into a rather
less vegetarian diet than is usual, and
some.nests were rifled. But it is only
when the numbers are excessive that
any English animal is out of place in
the economy of the country. There is
room even for the wildcat, which has
recently been rediscovered in the
north, where it was held to be ex¬
tinct-London Mail.

SEAMEN HAVE LITTLE JOKE
Relieve Tedium of Sailing With
Harmless Jest at the Expense of

Keeper of Lighthouse.

A few miles north of Vladivostock
there is a lighthouse perched on a

cliff 200 feet above the Bea. And this
lighthouse, or rather its solitary keep¬
er, is the butt of an international
Joke.
Fogs have funny ways at sea, as

you know, and just at this spot the
sea fog often lies clear above the
waves but dense around the high
lighthouse.
The llghthouso man is bound to

make sound signals with guns and
foghorns whenever his view of the
Bea is obscured, for he cannot tell
how far the fog may extend, and
passing ships must be guided safely.
And when the sea is clea»- for miles

under a high belt of fog that hides
the lighthouse, passing ships of all
nations make mock signals as if they
too were fogbound. The industrious
lighthouse keeper keeps on banging
away at his bells, firing his guns, and
blowing his foghorn. And on the
decks of the ships below weather¬
beaten seamen grin and wink to one

another as they clang their ship's
bells in clear daylight, for jokes are J
none too common at sea.-Exchange,

Like the Historic Ark.
Steamers from Ohio River points

with apples, potatoes, live poultry, and
other produce, have been enliven-1
lng the Pittsburgh waterfront. The
Muskingum river packet, on its arrival
with a capacity cargo of farm prod- j
nets, presented the appearance of an

understudy to the original ark. Chick¬
ens in coops, piled three tiers high, oc¬
cupied the available space on the
roof. Ducks, turkeys and geese gob¬
bled and squawked defiance from the
guards and lower decks; horses, cat¬
tle calves and swine added to the ba¬
bel of sounds from the lower deck.
Forward and aft egg crates ond ap¬
ples, potatoes and Ohio Swiss cheese
were in evidence, with long stretches
of tarpaulins screening many tons
of baled hay and straw.-Nautical Ga¬
zette.

Unwarranted Criticisms.
Major Hubert J. Cashalton, who

has been ten days in New York, and
therefore has a right to speak as one
with authority on phases of life in
the metropolis, admits that he has
seen there more beautiful young wom¬
en from eighteen to twenty-five years
old than in any other city. "After
that the women appear'to incline to¬
ward plumpness and lose their sym¬
metrical lines, which is a pity." Pif¬
fle! And the gallant major belongs
to the Indian army, and the Orientals
like their women with curves rather
than with lines.

Perfect Artificial Rubies.
So perfect in color, hardnes, refrac¬

tion, durability and composition are
the most recently manufactured speci¬
mens of rubies that European brok¬
ers now refuse to take rubies in pawn,
as they can not distinguish the syn¬
thetic gem from the product of nature.
The Gfrman jewelry trade has peti¬
tioned the government to take legal
steps to protect the public by requir¬
ing the synthetic gem to be sold as

such.

New Name for lt
A lady living in Dorchester recent-1

ly left her new Irish maid in charge j
of the house while she went shopping.
Among her purchases was an umbrel¬
la stand for the vestibule. After her
shopping tour she paid a visit to a
friend and did not arrive home until
late. I

"Well," Mary." she said, "did any
packages come?"

"Yes, mum." was the reply. "The.i
wagon cum wid th' cuspidore for th' ¡
umbrellies."-Boston Transcript

Inheritance.
"How frightfully you Bnored last

night!"
"Yes, it was inherited."
"From your parents?"
"No, from my grandfather, who ran

a steam sawmill."-Fliegende Blaofc
ter.

HAVE NO UNIFORM STANDARD
Makers of Thermometers Unable to

Agree Upon One Common
Starting Point.

Three thermometric scales continue
.H use despite all efforts on the part
af scientists to bring about a uniform
3tandard. In the Fahrenheit ther¬
mometers the Interval between freez¬
ing water and bolling water is divid¬
ed Into 180 parts or degrees, freezing
water being placed at 32 degrees
above aero or the point of intense
cold, so that the bolling point of Wa¬
ter was denoted by 212 degrees. Rene
Antoine Ferchalt de Reaumcr, the
French savant, Inventor of the ther¬
mometric scale bearing his name,
adopted the temperature of freezing
water as his zero, and marked off
eighty equal parts or degrees between
that point and the temperature of
boiling water. Celsius, a Swede, in¬
vented about the year 1780 a mode of
graduation called the Centigrade, in
which he took the freezing of water
as the zero point, and divided the
interval between that and the boiling
point into 100 degrees. Thus 212 de¬
grees Fahrenheit is equal to 80 de¬
grees Reaumer or 100 degrees Centi¬
grade; 60 degrees Fahrenheit is equal
to 12 4-9 degrees Reaumer or 17-1-9
degrees Centigrade.

CHOCOLATE A WORLD FOOD

Figures Show That Its Consumption
IG Being Increased With Every

Passing Year.

The report of the minister of agri¬
culture of Brazil, published in Le
Brésil Economique (the French sec¬

tion of the Portuguese journal Gazeta
de Noticias) of Rio de Janeiro, con¬

tains come interesting figures showing
in tons the world's consumption of
cacao, the product of the chocolate
tree. In the United States the use of
cacao in confectionery is enormous,
leading that of < ery country in the
world as the figures for 1911 will show.
United States, 61,300 tons; Germany,
50,000; Eagland, 25,500; France, 28,-
500; Holland, 23,400; Switzerland, 10,-
300; Italy. 2,400; Spain, 6,300. Of this
Ecuador produced 40,300 tons; Brazil.
39,200; St. Thomas, 33,000; Trinidad,
24,200; Venezuela, 18,000; Ceylon
4,300; Jamaica, 2,800; Haiti, 2,500, and
Cuba, 1,500. The cultivation of cacao
theobromo is nov/ being encouraged in
Cuba, and this is probably as far
north as its cultivation can he profit
ably undertaken.

Trade in Human Hair.
Trade in human hair is a big in¬

dustry abroad, exports sometimes
reaching a total of $3,000.000 to $4,-
000.000 a year. Italian merchants lead
in the trade, and obtain a large part
of their stook from the peasant wom¬
en of Italy, Switzerland and Dal¬
matia. A peculiar method is in
vogue among the women of these
countries in order to produce a supply
of hair regularly, and yet not appear
to have been "shorn" at all. They cut
off half of the hair at the back of the
head and then twist the remaining
half over the exposed part and dress
it in such a manner that the agents
of the human hair merchants come
around for the semi-annual crop of
hair thus raised.-Popular Mechanics.

True Type of Great Soldier.
One of the war correspondents In

the Balkans writes of General Putnik,
commander-in-chief of the Servian
forces, a military genius: "I was
struck by the extraordinary likeness
which he bore to *General Grant, noth
in feature and build. Perhaps, how¬
ever, if the reader of these lines will
recall what Andrew Carnegie ls like,
then he will have an excellent idea of
the appearance of the Servian general¬
issimo who has organized the marvel¬
ously successful eampaign against thc
Turk. Placid and gentle eyed, one of
the kindest of men, I should think, he
is adored by his staff and by all
ranks."

High Price for Medici Letter.
Our American dust is certainly

brought nigh to European grandeur
when the biggest bidder at a New
York city auction sale can become
the owner of a real letter of Cath¬
erine de Medici, written entirely by
her own fair hand. Such links to
royalty come high, however; $1.350
was the price paid for the letter at
the recent Hoe sale.

Improvement on Aeroplane.
Capt. W. I. Chambers' invention of

a catapult device to launch hydro-aero¬
planes from warships is characterized
by Glenn H. Curtiss as "the most
important achievement since wheels
were put upon land machines." The
device, only 3G feet long, enables the
aeroplane to fly immediately after
leaving the ship's deck.

Wedding Ring Worn by Men.
Customs slip in and almost before

we are aware of them they are there
-the wearing of the wedding ring by
men, for instance. Twenty years ago
this was almost unknown in England,
but now it is quite an ordinary thing.
It has its advantages for men, as
for women: it is a sign, as it were, of
ownership, of noi being on the mar¬
ket

Really Dangerous.
"Mrs. Culling seldom asks Mr. Cul-

!tuir to shake down the furnace. She'd
rather do that herself."
"She ought not to let him be BO

lazy."
"Oh, she has no wish to pamper

Mr. Culling, but when he tries to
shake down the furnace something
usually goes wrong and she's afraid
he'll shake down the house."

fisMatter;

No matter what your walk
in life, or what your station
may be, you have an opportu¬
nity to be the possessor of a

bank account, and it only re¬
mains for you to realize the
importance of this one thing,
to render you independent.

OFFICERS: J. C. Sheppard. Pres.; W. W. Adams, Vice-
pres.; E. J. Miras, Cashier; J. H. Allen, assistant Cashier.

DIRECTORS: J. C. Sheppard, W. W. Adaras, J. Wm.
Thurmond, Thos. H. Rainsford. J. M. Cobb, B. E. Nicholson, A.
S. Tompkins, C. C. Fuller, W. E. Prescott.
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"We desire to notify our farmer friends that we
are ready to supply them with fertilizers in all of
the popdlar brands and torjnilas. We sell the cel¬
ebrated brands

Bradley, Baldwin
and Etiwan

These goods have been used by farriers of this
county for many years and have given satisfaction.

We also have contracted for a large supply ot

ingredients for mixing fertilizers at home. Bear in
mind that we can fill your orders for any kind of
plant food, the dependable kind. Come in to see us.

W. W. Adams& Co.

Saves Expensive Trips
IT WAS NECESSARY for the Attorney to

have a personal talk with a client in a distant
city. The journey would seriously interfere

with several important engagements made for
that day.

He used the Long Distance Bell Telephone,
had a satisfactory talk with his. distant client and
was able to keep all his engagements at home.

The Long Distance Bell Telephone increases
che efficiency of business men who adapt it to their
needs. It can serve you with equal satisfaction
and economy.

By the way, have yon a Bell Telephone?

SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE
AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY

r

CORSES LOVED BY SOLDIERS
\nimals That Have Carried Leaders

Through Famous Campaigns Re¬
membered With Affection.

The fact that King Ferdinand of
3ulgarla, commander-in-chief of the
3alkan forces, has a favorite black
marger which he has named Varna,
vfter the place of that name on the
Black sea where his summer place
s situated, reminds one of the affec-
:ion which has existed between cele¬
brated soldiers and the horses which
lave accompanied them through their
numerous campaigns.
One of the most famous, war horses

was Lord Roberts' gallant charger,
Volonel, which died a few years ago,
and lies buried near the Royal hospi¬
tal, Dublin. Volonel was a gray Arab
which Lord Roberts bought in India,
and he rode the animal to Kandahar.
Lord Roberts was very much at¬

tached to the animal, and when Queen
Victoria awarded medals to the sol¬
diers who. had gone through the Af¬
ghan war the hero of Kandahar proud¬
ly hung round his charger's neck the
Kabul medal with four clasps and the
Kandahar star of bronze.
The best known of Lord Kitchener's

war horses was a handsome chestnut
which he named Omdurman. Thc ani¬
mal carried Kitchener during that
battle, and ultimately went with his
master to South Africa during the
Boer war.

HE HAS PLAYED MANY PARTS
Before Recognition Came John Mase¬

field Was a Sailer, American
Farmer and Clerk.

John Masefield, whose poem, "The
Everlasting Mercy," won him the Ed¬
mond de Polignac prize of the Royal
Society of Literature, was born a

little more than tnirty years ago near

Ledbury, in the west of England. Mr.
Masefield has had a varied career.
After leaving school he went to sea

in the merchant marine (he has since
written some fine, breezy verse on the
ships and deep waters), spent a few
years on an American farm, and sub¬
sequently became a clerk in a city of¬
fice. Gradually his genius as a writer
became recognized, and in the last
few years his output has been enor¬

mous-dramatic plays, essays, novels
and popms coming from his pen in
rapid succession.

What a Wife Needs.
She needs a good temper, a cheerful

disposition and a knowledge of how
her husband should be treated. She
needs a capability cf looking cn the
bright side of life and refusing to be
worried by small things. She needs a

secure grasp of such subjects as are of
interest to men, and should not be
above studying even politics, in order
to understand should her husband
speak of them. She needs a sympa¬
thetic nature in order that, should sor¬

row fall upon them, she may be able
to give comfort to her husband. She
needs to understand something of sick
nursing; a wife with no notion of what
to do in cases of illness is but a use¬

less thing. She needs considerable
tact and patience-the one to enable
her to know when to remain silent and
vice versa, and the other to put up
with him when his temper is ruffled.-
Pittsburg Dispatch.

Kept Queen Victoria's Car.
The journey of their majesties from

Windsor to Worksop was notable for
the fact that the old saloon with the
arched dome that has figured in the
composition of the royal trains for so

many years was not included in the
train. This historic vehicle, which
was the favorite railway carriage of
Queen Victoria, was dismantled at
Swindon a short time ago. It was one
of the oldest railway coaches running
in England, for Queen Victoria had
such a fancy for it that she disliked
the idea of giving it up after it had
become out of date, and some years
before her death it was lengthened
and modernized, although the original
part was kept as intact as possible.-
London Globe.

Few Good Cooks Found.
The position of instructor in cook¬

ing having become vacant in a school
for girls in Paris, the directors agreed
to engage the cook who could pass the
best "practical examination." Twelve
women applied, of whom six were ex¬
amined on the first day in beefsteak,
omelets ar-d apple cakes. Four of
the six, according to the report, were
"failures." On the next day the re¬

maining candidates prepared flounders,
roast mutton and plum pudding. The
jury found that only two of the sec¬

ond group were competent, and that
of the 12 not one possessed all the
necesary requirements.

New Use for Old Saw.
Angry Customer-Look at this suit

I bought, of you. I've only had it a
month and it's coming all to pieces.
You are a swindler, sir.
Proprietor-Easy, mine friendt.

easy! You forgot von ting. You
should nefer shudge a man by his
cloding."

Quite a Good Plan.
"Mrs. Wombat is quite a resource¬

ful woman."
"As to how?"
"She never can remember on which

end to indorse a check, BO 6he in¬
dorses 'em on both ends, and really
the Idea works very well."

"Papa, what is success?"
"Success, son, is bull-headed luck,

when lt happens to some one else:
but when lt happens to yourself it is
the result of hard work against over
whelming obstacles."

Defined.

BIRD IS FRIEND OF FARMEflj
Goldfinch Benefits Agriculture by Corr«*
suming Seeds of Noxious Weeda, j

Especially Thistle.

(By H. W. WEISBERGER, in the Fanni
and Fireside.)

Why do I class the goldfinch as a
winter resident? Simply because I
think that many a farm boy sees
them and hears the familiar "canary
notes" and does not know them to
be our common black and yellow
"wild canaries" of the summer time.
This is what they are, but they have
donned the greenish-yellow garb of
the female. Often, if they have found
a food feeding place with plenty of
goldenrod or a ragweedy corn field,
they will remain until the seeds have
been consumed, which often requires
weeks of time.
They must not, however, be con¬

founded with another, similar north¬
ern winter bird, the pine-siskin, whose
notes are somewhat identical, but

The Goldfinch.

whose streaked breast can be distin¬
guished from the solid color of the
goldfinch.
During the winter they travel in

small flocks, often in company with
tree-sparrows and juncos. But when
spring comes they pair, and then be-
gins a long season of courtship, for
they do not breed until into July. The
males are very ardent and affectlon-
ate lovers. Goldfinches are among the
few birds that may be observed in¬
dulging in kissing one another during
the courting period.

In the late summer and fall they
visit the gardens, both in the country
and in town, to gather what lettuce
and sunflower seed they find awaiting
them.
They benefit agriculture by eating

the seeds of noxious weeds, especially
the common thistle, and in feeding
'heir young upon harmful insects. Be¬
ing with us, to some extent, through¬
out the winter only tends to add to
their usefulness.

I LOWLY HOG IS ECONOMICAL
Puta to Good Use Ali lt Consumes,

Eighty Per Cent, of Carcass
Being Available.

The American hog is the most eco¬
nomical of animals. Of what a horse
eats 52 per cent. gees to waste. Forty-
four per cent, of the food consumed by
cattle is similarly lost, and 32 percent,
of all that sheep take into their stom¬
achs. Only 12 per cent, of what a pig
°ats is wasted. Fifty-two per cent, of
the food eaten by a hog goes to make
growth. A sheep utilizes only 25 per
cent, of its sustenance for growing,
which means, of course, the produc¬
tion of meat. These figures are ob¬
tained from recent experiments made
b.v government experts, who find, as a
result of their study, that the pig has
what they call an "economic superi¬
ority" even over poultry. That is to
say. it produces .nore meat in propor¬
tion to its weight, and the animal
weighs more in proportion to the
amount of food it consumes. Eighty-
four per cent, of the carcass of a hog
is utilized as meat: of the beef animal,
75 per cent, is edible, and of the sheep
only 54 per cent. Thus it appears
that a greater percentage of the pig is
available for food than of any other
domes :ated creature.

Acid Phosphate in Henhouses.
The best practice is to use acid

phosphate or floats freely in the ben-
houBe. You can put the manure into
order for drilling by thorough ex¬

posure to drying air and then pound¬
ing up and running through a coarse

sieve. It is deficient in phecphorio
acid, which the soil usually needs,
and at least 50 pounds of a good
grade of acid phosphate should be
added to each 100 pounds of the dry
manure. Four or five hundred pounds
per acre may be the most profitable,
amount for your rye.

For Skin Disorder.
The following powder given each

day is said to be good for skin dis¬
order in horses: Finely powdered
iodine of potash, 4 ounces; granu¬
lated sugar and common ealt, of each
1 pound. Mix well together and di¬
vide into thirty-two powders. Feed
no corn, but let the grain feed be
oats and wheat bran. Use tincture of
iodine on the lumps every second
day until the skin becomes a little
tender.

Danger of Poor Ventilation.
If you want your sheep to die, shut

them up in a tight pen where they
cannot move about much, find stuff
them with hay and grain all the
time. The way to have healthy sheep
Is to let them have a spin around the
lot every day.

Opening Up Drain Outlets.
A few hours spent now to see that

all the drain outlets are well opened
may save considerable delay on ao
count of wet fields in the spring.


