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CHRISTMAS.
The annual recurrence of this festival day,

observed as the anniversary of the birth of
the Saviour, is appropriately devoted to cheer
and friendship. The historical character of
the day has long been the fruitful theme of
authors and poets, and around its sacred memoriesare the dearest recollections of childhood'slife. 'Twas then the long-expected
present as a reward of merit.alas ! too often
how tardily earned.was received at the hands
of the indulgent father; while the mother,
with all her maternal affection, was no less
desirous of making the children happy by an

abundant supply of roast turkey, pudding and
preserves.to say nothing of the license for
romping and rollicking, always vouchsafed
by the presence of grandmother, if the householdwas furnished with this most indispensa
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And the coming of Santa Claus! With
what eager expectation was his grand annual
tour looked for. If "they all do it" now, so

did we gray-haired sires de before them.
The doubts, the hopes, the fears, that hung
upon this event were then weighed and discussedin all their bearings with the same gravity

and earnestness as is displayed by the
children of to-day, aud with more acumen

than, in maturer years, we contemplate and
discuss the serious problems of every day
life. Ah! those were happy, gladsome days,
when, on Christmas eve, the kind mother,
bidding her expectant children "good night,"
repeated the inspiriting lines.

"Who is coming down the chimney
With his pocket full of toys?

Such a pretty lot of presents
For my little girls and boys!

Did you hear the chimney creaking,
Ollie, Albert, blue-evea Fan?

Who, think you, is slyly coming?
You tell, Jessie, if you can!

Speak up promptly, little children,
While I kindly listen.pause!

Oh ! I hear you all exclaiming:
4It is darling Santa Claus!' "

Now, as then, the same Santa Claus that
comes down the chimney and fills the stockingsfor the children, leaves a blessing also in

every house, and fills the hearts of all the in
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mates with gratitude ana love, ine warwiu

kindles there on the hearth containing the
stufled little stockings, and shines like a ruddy

blaze in every face.
In the homes of the rich and the abodes of

the poor, many hearts will be gladdened next

Tuesday by the recognition of love and affectionbestowed. The beauty and the value of
the sacred anniversary cannot be over-estimated,and the gratitude for its happy hours
is universal. It brings mirth and joy, rest

and happiness, to nearly every fireside
throughout the land. The song of the messengeron approaching the plains of Bethlehem,
"On earth peace, good will to men," conveys,
in a brief sentence, a lesson in favor of humanity,

of benevolence, of generosity, of usefulness,and of Christian liberality, that should
not be overlooked. And in recalling the story

of the life of Him whose birth the day
commemorates, let us remember the lesson ne

taught, and the injunctions of love for every
human being which made His life a model,
through all the succeeding ages, of unselfish
generosity and Christian benevolence.

PATTERSON'S SPEECH.
We have received a pamphlet copy of the

speech of Senator Patterson on the question
of admitting Kellogg to a seat in the Senate,
in which he also advocated the claims of
Gen. Butler, from this State, and excoriated
President Hayes for what he terms the President'sbetrayal of the South Carolina Republicans.The Senator is quite severe in his criticism

of the President's policy of pacification,
and says the Republicans of this State owe

to-day to the clemency of the victors whatev
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er of protection remains to tnem, ana not to

the administration they believed in, toiled for
and inaugurated.
A notable feature of the speech is what

purports to be a truthful history of the Hamburg
massacre, which the Senator collates

mainly from Republican sources.Prince Rivera,Doc Adams and other Republican actors

in the drama.and from his knowledge of all
the circumstances connected with the affair,
he divides all blame for those occurrences

equally between both sides, while be fully exonoratesGen. Butler from any and all participationin the riot. Gen. Butler's connectionwith the affair was only in the line of
his professional duty, in response to clients
not related to him, though bearing the same

name, and during the actual disturbance was

distant several miles from the scene. These
facts, he says, are attested by Republican testimony.He attributes the connection of
Butler's name with this affair to the hostility
of Chamberlain, who, three weeks before it
occurred, became incensed at Butler because
he declined the candidacy for Governor; but
----- .» n

published a letter urging tne nomination 01

Hampton. In this connection the 8enator
said:
Now, there is a fact not known to the Senateor the public, and I waut it to go to the

country: that Governor Chamberlain's administrationhad been so acceptable to the
democrats that many of them proposed to
nominate him. It was not acceptable to me,
I want you to understand, because I was opposinghis administration from the very minutehe went over to the democrats. His administrationwas so acceptable to the democratsthat almost every democratic newspaper
in South Carolina was in favor of his nominationby the democratic convention for governor;and when the democratic convention
met at Columbia on the 12th of August, they
went into secret session, and after a session of
nearly thirty hours, they beat Governor
Chamberlain in the democratic convention
with Wade Hampton (a native of the State
and the most popular man in it) by only five
votes. I am sure they would have beaten me
more than five votes in a democratic convention.[Laughter.]
He then goes on to laud Gen. Butler as a

peaceful, law-abiding citizen, through whose

great and beneficent influence no ku-klux
klau was ever organized in Edgefield, and

after vindicating his course in supporting Butler,
and defying his colleagues to read him

out of the Republican party, closes with a

dash at the President's conciliatory course,
which, he says, is "built on a broken political
trust, its corner-stone laid in black ingratitude,and cemented by the blood of betrayed
political friends."

Notwithstanding his harsh criticism of the
President, a few days after the delivery of the

speech, Patterson was told by a Senator who
is on intimate terras with Mr. Hayes, that if
he would call at the White House, he would
be cordially received. Accordingly, he called
on the President, and their conference is reportedto have been of the most friendly aud
cordial character. Patterson frankly told
the President that the policy of his administrationtoward the South, since the 4th of last
March, had destroyed the Republican party
there, giving as his reasons ior expressiug
such an opinion, that the Legislature of South
Carolina, which formerly had a good working
majority of Republicans, has only one Republicanmember left in it, aud even that one

is about to resign. He also said that since
Wade Hampton had been placed in office by
the President, not a Republican meeting had
been held in the State of South Carolina, and
further than that, he challenged the President
to name a single instance in which a Republicanmeeting had taken place anywhere in
the South since this administration came into

power. "If you will point to a single meeting,"said he, "I will resign ray seat in the
Senate." The President replied that he had
never thought of that before. He admitted
that he did not remember hearing of any such
meeting, though he disclaimed any intention
of injuring the Republican party by bis acts,
and did not think he has done or is doing so.

As to Gen. Butler's opinion of the effect
Patterson's speech will have in South Carolina.thfl Washington corresDondent of the New
v.y O %

Orleans Democrat gives tbe following:
I put the question to Butler : "What will

the people of South Carolina think of John
after what he has said and done for them in
the last few days ?"

"Patterson ha9 never been hated by the
people ofSouth Carolina as bitterly as is imaginedup North," said Butler, deliberately.
"He has never been regarded a3 the worst of
the carpet-baggers, and in many respects he
has enjoyed a better personal repute than any
of them. He is, as you see, a man of strong
enthusiasm and weak, or at least, not independentjudgment. When he was acting
with the Republican party he went his length
in seconding all its moves and executiug all
its mandates, excusing himself on the ground
that everything is fair in politics. But he
never has been a really bad mau iu his own

impulses. He and I are no more alike than
the two antipodes, and yet I have always
felt kindly toward him, because, whatever
else he might do, he would keep his word religiouslyand was consistent with himself."
"How will South Carolina read John's defenseof her as it will be printed in the Recordr
"Like a revelation. And they will give

him a warm place in their affections. Even
if, by Conover's raishappenings, I should be
kept out of my seat in this body, Patterson
will receive full credit from the people ofSouth
Carolina. He will be kindly dealt witn ana

his family will be pleasantly met by all our

people in an overflow of generous gratitude
for his fidelity to their interest in these days."

proceedings"^)f congress.
In the Senate on the 11th, Conkling offered

a resolution for a committee of seven Senators
to inquire and report measures to promote
commercal intercourse with Mexico and es

tablish a quiet and peaceful condition of affairson the border, with power to send for
persons aud papers.adopted. Kellogg offereda bill for the establishment of a steamship

service between New Orleans aud various
ports. A vast number of petitions were presentedallowiug women to vote. Maxey, of
Texas, from the committee on military affairs,
to whom was referred the resolution of the
14th of November, instructing that committee
to inquire and report upon a system of defensiveworks for the Rio Grande frontier, reporteda bill making appropriation for the
erection of suitable posts for the protection of
the Rio Grande frontier. Placed on the calendar.Mr. Conover, of Florida, from the
committee on transportation routes to the seaboard,

reported favorably on the Senate bill
to provide for the survey of inland water route
and canal from the Mississippi river to the
Atlantic ocean. Placed on the calendar.
Mr. Eustis, of Louisiana: Appropriating
money to open and keep unobstructed navigationof the Red river and to care for propertyof the United States. Referred to the
committee on commerce. Matthews' silver
resolution was resumed and discussed till the
hour of adjournment. The session of the House
was occupied in voting on the Senate amendmentsto the deficiency bill. The most importantone was that appropriating $500,000
for inland mail transportation on the Star
Route by steamboats, and all other than railroadroutes. The committee on appropriation
recommended non-concurrence, but the House
decided otherwise, and coneurred in the
amendment by a vote of 143 to 107. The bill
goes back to the Senate on minor amendments.

In the Senate on the 12th, the considerationof Matthews' silver bill was resumed and
discussed. Chaffee, of Colorado, offered a

substitute providing that all the bonds of the
United States, issued or authorized to be issued

under the said acts of Congress, heretoj
fore recited, are payable, principal and interj
est, at the option of the Government, in coin
of gold or silver of the standard value, when
such bonds were issued ; and to rr jtore to its
coinage such silver coin as a leeal .ender, co-
- O W

equal with gold coiu, is not in violation of
the public faith nor in derogation of the rights
of the public creditor. Ordered to be priuted

by a vote of 44 to 20. Ransom introduceda bill providing for the settlement of
accounts with certain railroad companies in|
debted to the Government for railroad stock
purchased in 1865-66. The Senate then went

into executive session, and a struggle ensued
over the President's nominations for officers
of the New York Custom House. The exec|utive session lasted nearly six hours, the conitest being over two of the nominations, toi
wit: Theo. Roosevelt, to be Collector in
place of Arthur, to be removed ; and L. B.
Prince, as Naval Officer, vice Cornell to be

removed, which were reported from the committeeon commerce unfavorably. The third,
that of E. A. Merritt, to be Surveyor of Customs

iu place of Sharpe, whose commission
has expired, was reported with a favorable
recommendation. No opposition was manifestedto the latter, but the debate in regard
to the two proposed removals was extremely

on/1 innt a verv wide ranpe. cover-
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ing a discussion of the rights, powers and du:
ties of the President in regard to removals
from office and the subject of civil service

j policy in general. Conkling led off in oppoei
tion to making the confirmations, contending
that no charges of inefficiency or corruption
could be brought against the present incumbents.Bayard, of Delaware, followed in an

extended argument, maintaining the right of
the Executive to make changes, \yhich, in his

opinion, would be for the benefit of the pubj
lie service. Kernan, ofNew York, delivered
a speech of considerable length, defending
the action of the President. He was follow'ed by Gordon, of Georgia, who warmly corajmended the civil service policy of President
Hayes, and in regard to the pending nominations,asserted emphatically that the removals
which they contemplated were demanded by
a proper regard for the purity of the service.
He charged that Messrs. Cornell and Arthur
had disgracefully made use of the powers of
their offices for merely partisan and selfish
purposes, and he intimated that it was time
for the oue raau power in New York State to
he brokeu. The debate then became quite
general, and was closed by Conkling in a

speech of considerable length. The vote was

then taken, aud the nominations of Roosevilt
and Prince were rejected, by a vote of 25 tot
32, which is significantas showing the strength
of the Conkling or anti-Hayes element in the
Senate. In the House, Stephens, of Georgia,

j introduced a bill repealing the iron clad oath.
Petitions were presented, asking the appoiotj
raent of a commission to inquire into the alj
coholic liquor traffic and favoring the SixteenthAmendment to the Constitution of the
United States to secure female suffrage, and
against army legislation ; concerning the re-

vision of the tariff duties until after official1
inquiry as to the business industries of the
couutry. All referred to appropriate committees.Mr. Money introduced a bill authorizingthe Southern Pacific Railroad to
extend its road and telegraph from its presentterminus in Arizona to a point on the Rio
Grande uear El Passo.

In the Senate on the 13th, Cameron, of
Wisconsin, presented a petition of D. T. Corbin,of South Carolina, asking that his claim
to a seat in the Senate from that State may
be inquired into and decided by the Senate
upon its merits. He moved that the petition
lie upon the table for the present, and gave
notice that he would call it up hereafter and
move its reference to the committee on privileges

and elections. So ordered. Voorhees,
of Indiana, submitted a resolution in regard
to maintaining the public credit and gave noticethat he would call it up on the 15th of
January, 1878. The discussion of Matthews'
silver resolution was then taken up and coujtinued to the executive session. All the nomJ
iuations presented were coufirmed.among
them that of Baxter, of Tennessee, for CircuitJudge of the fifth circuit. In the House,
no business of a public nature was transact
ed. Patterson, (Democrat,) was seated from
Colorado, by a vote of 116 to 110.

In the Senate on the 14th, Matthews' resolutiondeclaring the right of the Government
to pay bonds in silver, was discussed without
action. The Vice-President aunounced as the
special committee authorized by the resolutionof Mr. Conkling, submitted on the 11th
instant, to inquire into the practicability of
promoting commercial intercourse with Mexico,and to establish a just aud peaceful conditionon the borders of this country and
Mexico, and also to ascertain and report facts
touching the present government of Mexico.Messrs.Conkling, Hamlin, Howe, Jones
of Nevada, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Eaton
and Maxey. In the House the conference reporton the deficiency bill was, after much
discussion, agreed to, the item of 8500.000
for inland transportation of the mails (horse
anrt /»nur»h opruirx^ is rpfniiipf] in t.hp hill. The
Senate amendments to the bill for the Paris
Exposition were also taken up and concurred
in. These two bills now go to the President
for his signature. A resolution reported from
the committee of ways and means for a

wholesale investigation of all the Government
departments was resisted by the Republicans,
who resorted to fillisbustering motions. Adjournedwithout action.

Iu the Senate on the 15th, after some unimportantpreliraiuary business, Mr. Butler,
of South Carolina, submitted a resolution
that the committee on privileges and elections
be and is hereby instructed to inquire forthwith,and report as soon as may be, any
threats, promises or arrangements respecting
existing or contemplated accusations or criminalprosecutions against any Senator, or any
other corrupt or otherwise unlawful means or

influences that have been in any manner used
or put in operation, directly or indirectly, by
M. C. Butler, one of the Senators from the
State of South Carolina, or by any other
O A ln
otJimiur ur uuiei pcisuu, iui mo pui pujc ui iufluencingthe vote of Senators on the question
of discharging said committee from the considerationof Baid M. C. Butler's credentials or

any other question, at the late session of the
Senate; and that the committee have power
to send for persons and papers, and to sit duringthe sittings of the Senate. Mr. Butler
said he submitted the resolution in pursuance
of a notice which had been previously given
when his credentials were under consideration
in the Senate. The resolution wa3 substantiallythe same as that offered by the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. Edmunds), at that time.
So far as he (Mr. Butler) was concerned, he
desired, he might say he demanded, that the
fullest investigation be made touching his conductin connection with his admission to the
Senate. When the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
Edmunds) submitted his resolution to inquire
into the charges, he read an extract from the
New York Tribune ; he, therefore, hoped that
the extract would go oeiore tne comraiuee,
and they would examine the charges containedtherein. He asked for the present considerationof the resolution. Mr. Camerou,
of Winconsin, o'bjected, and the resolution
went over. In the House, the effort of the
Democrats to secure action on the resolution
for a wholesale investigation of the Depart|
ments was stubbornly resisted on the part of
the Republicans uutil half past three o'clock,
when on motion of Mr. Mills, of Texas, the
subject was postponed until the 10th of January,to which day Congress adjourned.
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SOUTH CAROLINA NEWS.
. The reported escape of McEvoy, the murdererof Major Gregg, is untrue. He is in

full custody of the officers of the law.
.The Republicans of Sumter have nomi'nated John B. Johnston for the House of

Representatives in opposition to J. Anderson
Mills, Democrat.
.Col. McCutchen was elepted Senator from
Williamsburg county, on Monday last, to 61J
the vacancy caused by the resignation of
Swails. Col. McCutchen is the nominee of

TX . J t! I I. a 1 £ a!
the ueraocratic party, ana win ue ine ursi

representative the Democracy of Williamsburghave had in the Legislature since reconstruction.In this election, the Republicanswere passive, and exhibited little or no

j intercut in the result.
. The anaiylioal examination of the stomachof the servant girl who died from the efI

fects of eating poisoned food, in the family of
Mrs. Graham, of Charleston, all the members
of which were made violently sick, one of;
whom also died, revealed no poison whatever.
The most satisfactory conclusion as to the
cause of the calamity seems to be that tb*
meat of cooked fowls, if put up warm, so as

to exclude a free circulation of air, will gepr

erate a poison likely to prove fatal to a par;
taker of the food.a fact which housewives
would do well to remember.
.A Columbia dispatch of recent date to

the New York Tribune says that Governor
Hampton has declared himself firmly opposed
to any bargain with Senator Patterson, where,
by the prosecution of the latter should be
abandoned. The dispatch represents Gover'nor Hampton as saying that "since the proof
of Patterson's guilt has been made apparent
to the public authorities, to the State and to
the country, it would be a disgrace to South
Carolina if criminal proceedings, based upon
such overwhelming testimony, were not earnIestly and energetically pressed to an issue."
. J. \V. Collins, the nominee of the Repubi

licans, was elected last week to represent
Beaufort county in the State Senate. The
Beaufort Tribune speaking of the result, says:
Mr. Collins is a Northern gentleman who has
resided here ever siuce the war, and has aliways been considered as too liberal for the
party which in its emergency now elects him
to the office formerly held by Wright, Smalls
and Green. He is not at present engaged in
any business, but derives his income from judiciousinvestments, and he will prove to be a

great improvement on his late predecessors in
the Senate. His knowledge of the workings
of politics in Columbia is not very limited,
and he will go there with his eyes pretty well
opened, and in politics may be put down as

an Independent of the Cochran stripe. Electionday passed off very quietly, but the Democracyrefused to come out and vote, for
what reason is not known. The very short
time allowed for the canvass prevented the
clubs from organizing, and the result was an

easy victory for the Republicans.
MERE-MENTION.

Coogressmau Smalls beiug out oa bail,
under a motion for a new trial, was in his
seat last week. Professor Bledsoe, editorof the Southern Review, and former professorin the Virginia University, died in Alexandria,Va., on the 9th instant, aged 69
years. The New York Herald, says that
General Grant, upon being asked in Paris
what brandy he preferred, replied, "Let us

have peach." Edward Wyattand Frank
Webster, United States special constables,
while attempting to arrest some illicit distillers
in Keutucky, were shot.the former in the
eye, and the latter through the head. SenatorEuBtis, of Louisiana, gets a sung little
fortune in the shape of back pay and mileage,something like 810,000 at least Du[
ring the debate in executive session of the
Senate last Friday over the President's appointmentof New York Custom House officials,high words passed between Coukling
and Gordon, leading to the opinion that the
difficulty would not end there; but next day
mutual friends interposed, and all misunderstandingbetween the honorable gentlemen
was amicably adjusted. R. Y. McAdeu,
of Charlotte, who wag mashed and bruised in
the railroad accident at South Fork creek, iB
still unable to leave his room. Senator
Patterson was taken suddenly ill about 11
o'clock last night, and through the next day
his symptoms were considered alarming. His
physician, who pronounces his illness paralysisof the stomach, pronounces him better now.

.

EDITORIAL INKLINGS.
Another Defeat of the Turks.
. The fall of Plevna, one of the Turkish

strongholds, is reported to have occurred on

the 11th. On account of entire failure of
provisions, Osman Pasha, made a sortie, crossing

the river Vid and attacked and took Fort
Dolny Etropolje. The Russians and Roumanianswere hurried up from Susaola and
Bukova, and after terrible carnage, Osman
attempted to re-enter Plevna but it had meanwhilebeen occupied bv Roumanians and Russiansfrom Grivitza. Osman, on finding himselfthus surrounded, although wounded in the
foot, personally conducted negotiations for
surrender. He expressly announced that he
surrendered unconditionally to the Czar, who
iu recognition of (Daman's bravery, returned
hiin his sword.

It is estimated that in this defeat, the Turks
surrendered 30,000 men. After the battle,
a grand council was held in the War office at

Constantinople, and it was resolved to carry
on the war to the last extremity.
The Cotton Crop.

Reports on the condition of the cotton

crop in the various cotton States have been
made up to the 10th instant. In Texas the
increase reported in 5 couuties will be an averageof 20 per cent.; decrease in 38 counties
will average 37* per cent. Three counties
report the same as last year, 6 counties report
50 per cent, and 37 counties report 621 per
cent, of crop marketed. Excessive rains during

November interfered with picking, and in
consequence cotton in the fields could not be
saved.

Georgia reports the crop of that State as 5
to7 percent, less than last year, with a much
~~~~nnnlom nf uflpif nnnr onOnn
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Florida reports the decrease, as compared
with last year'3 crop, at from 8 to 10 per cent.

From North Carolina and Virginia, 34 replieswere received from 20 counties. Nine
say that the weather for gathering was more

favorable ; 7 about the same ; 15 less favorable.
Picking will be finished by December

20th. Twenty-six report a decrease of about
10 to 15 per cent.; 5 report an increase of
about 5 per cent.; 20 report two-thirds of the
crop marketed ; 6 report three-fourths of the
crop marketed; 5 report one-half the crop
marketed.

Louisiana reports an estimated decrease for
theStateof7 per cent., and about 46 per cent,
of the crop marketed.

Mississippi reports a decrease of 5 per cent.,
as compared with the crop of last year, and
40 per cent, of the crop marketed.
The average report of Arkansas indicates

an increase of from 5 to 10 per cent, over the
crop of last year.

Tennessee reports much unfavorable weath-
er recently, and it is estimated that the crop j
will fall 7* per cent, below the crop of 1876.
Alabama furnishes 82 replies from 39 counties.

The yield in 11 prairie or bottom land
counties is estimated at about 9 per cent,
more than last year ; 12 upland counties about
tbesarqe, and 16 upland counties about 8 per j
cent, less, Half the crop is reported as hav-!
inc been marketed. j
D

The report from South Carolina is based on

72 replies, from 28 counties. Weather dur*
ing November reported more favorable than
last year by 15, same as last year by 10, less
favorable by 47. From 85 per cent, to 98

per cent, of the crop is reported picked in all
counties heard from except 3, which report
72 to 78 per cent, gathered.average of the
State, 87 per cent. Picking will be finished

generally, with fine weather, about the 15th to

20th. The yield is reported more than last
year in 3 counties and less in 25. The average
of the State shows a decrease of 15 per cent.

The proportion of crop marketed to first of
December, 03 to 85 per cent.; average of'
State, 70 per cent. .

'

LOCAL AFFAIRS. <

]
NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.

W. B. Metts.Caution.
M. Strauss.Read This if You Can. 1

John C. Kuykendal.The York Drugstore Still
Headquarters for Holiday Gifts.

Fannie L. Dobson.Christmas, Christmas.
T. M. Dobson & Co..Settle Your Accounts.
H. F. Adickes «fe Sons.Santa Claus' Headquartersat the Corner. I

Kennedy Bros. A Barron.This Way for Holiday
Goods.Always Handy.Just Received.
Fish. '

W. H. McCorkle, Intendant.Town Council Elec!tion.
A. Friedham A Bro., Rock Hill.Dissolution of

Copartnership.
W. P. Good, Plaintiff's Attorney.To Randolph

Hagins and others,
G. L. Riddle, W. J. Stephenson and Robert Hays,

County Commissioners.The Fence Law
Election in York Township.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT.
We are under obligations to Hon. I. D.

Witherspoon, State Senator from York, for
public documents and other favors.

BETHEL CHURCH.
The first of Rev. Mr. Lathan's series of ar-

tides on the History of the Churches ofSouth
Carolina, will be a historical sketch of BethelChurch, in this county, and will appear in
the first issue of the Enquirer next year.

DELINQUENT'LAND SALES.
We would call the attention of those inter-

ested to the fact that the county Auditor has
added several tracts to the list of lauds adver-
tised iu default of payraeut of taxes, siuce the
publication of the advertisement last week.

FENCE LAW*ELECTION.
An election was held iu this place, last

Tuesday, on the question of adopting the proposedchange in the fence law in York township,with the following result:
In favor of changing the law, 314
Against changing the law, 296

Majority in favor of changing, 181

MR. CLAWSON'S CONDITION.
\V. I. Clawson, Esq., whose sudden and severeillness we noticed last week, is still at

the residence of his son-in-law, Mr. Marshall,
near Fort Mill. Dr. Lindsay, of this place,
who had been summoned to attend him, returnedon Monday eveuing, and reports that
he is slowly recovering, though not entirely
out of danger.

CHRISTMAS WEEK.
In accordance with the time-honored customof the weekly press, we will intermit the

publication of the Enquirer during Christ-
mas week. We present the compliments of
the season to our patrons.oue and all.
wishing each a merry Christmas and a happy
New Year, promising to renew our customary
greetings on the 3d of January, 187S.

DEATH OF COL. CHAMBERS.
Col. Ellison Chambers, a native of York

county, and sou of the late Saiuuel Cham-
bera, died at his resideuce Dear Flemiugton,
Florida, od the 10th instant, of which State
he had been a resident for several years past.
He was a gentleman of many fine qualities,
and was Colonel of the Fifth Florida Cavalry
during the late war. His remains reached
here on Wednesday of last week and were

interred by the side of those of his departed
kindred.

THE NEWS AND COURIER.
The Charleston News and Courier now

reaches Yorkville at 5 o'clock on the day of
publication. This renders that sterling and
wide-awake newspaper more desirable here
thaD ever, and should tend to increase its circulationin Yorkville and vicinity.especial-
ly aa it is delivered to subscribers here precisely

on the same terms as to subscribers in
Charleston, viz.: twenty cents per week, on

which terms it can be procured through WillieFerguson's news agency.
KEIDVILLE MALE SCHOOL.

The Greenville £/iferprisscontainsa lengthy
account of the recent commencement exercises
of the Reidville Female College and of the
Male High School at the same place, in Spar-
tanburg county. These schools are represent-
ed to be in a very flourishing condition. The
Male 8chool is under charge of Prof. S. R.
Neel, as principal, who is well and favorably
known as a former teacher at Ebenezerville,
in thiscounty. The next session of his school
will open on the first Monday in January
next. 1

GARDEN ESCULENTS. <

Mr. T. M. Dobson has sent us a beet which <

is a mammoth specimen of this favorite gar- J
den vegetable.being 21 feet in length, 16
inches in circumference, and weighing 10 1

pounds.
W. R. Jones, principal of Yorkville Female

Institute, brought to our office the other day,
three sweet potatoes, raised by him, weighingrespectively 6, 7 and 9 pounds. They (

are of the "Southern Queen" variety, and
were raised from "slips," without any spe- j
cial attention oeing given to toe euiuvauuu.

BURGLARY.1
Several nights ago, the store of Rufus Dob- i

son, near Clay Hill, in this county, was '

broken open and about eight dollars in money
stolen therefrom. Two negroes in the neigh- \
borhood.George Choate and Brooks Thornassonalias Brooks LaGree.were suspected j
of the crime, and after a hearing before a i
trial justice, a warrant of commitment to jail I

was issued. Before reaching the jail, Brooks 1

made his escape from the constable, and is
now at large. He is described as of light i

yellow complexion, with two of bis front ,

teeth out. i

RETURNED TO ALABAMA.
Last Tuesday evening, Deputy Sheriff \V. ^

E. Schwin, of Talladega county, Alabama,
by virtue of a requisition from the Governor c

of Alabama, took from the iail of this county, c

John Jackson, colored, who was arrested a

few weeks ago near Fort Mill, charged with 1

the murder of a white man named W. J. Col- ^

lins, in St. Clair county, Alabama, in July, f
1876. The prisoner will be taken from here J
to Asheville, St. Clair county, Alabama, and d
tried for the offence with which he is charged, t

Sheriff Schwin identified him as the person 0

alleged to have committed the murder. "

ROSTER OF CIRCUIT JUDGES. ^

Chief Justice Willard has officially pub- 8

lished his assignment of Judges to hold the ^
respective Courts of Common Pleas aud GeneralSessions for the year 1878. The following

Judges will preside on the sixth circuit
Hiirini? th<» VPRr ! f
""'"b J I V.

First term, beginning on the first Monday in
February.Judge C. P. Townsend.
Second term, beginning on the first Monday in [ o

June.Judge A. J. Shaw. I t
Third term, beginning on the first Monday jn a

September.Judge P. L. Wiggin.
Judge Mackey is assigned to the eighth ^

circuit for the first term ; the first circuit for t
the second term; aud the second circuit for
the third term.

'

h

JOHN W. IlILL, ESQ. J
We are pleased to note that Mr. John W.! ^

Hill has been re-appointed by the President, |,
and conhrmed by the Senate, as Postmaster
at Waterbury, Conn. Some of our citizens ti
will doubtless remember Mr. Hill as the 1

sprightly son of Mr. Henry A. Hill, who once ) ^
couducted a cabinet shop in this place, under t(
the firm name of Parish & Hill. Johu and
ourself were playmates and jovial chums at a a

period more decades past than creeping age n

makes it agreeable to recall, but for the many
pleasant recolleotions associated therewith.
After returning with his parents to the land of
steady habits, the frank, generous boy grew
to man's estate, becoming one of the most respectedcitizens of Waterbury, and commandingthe respect and esteem of all his acquaintances.In the discharge of his duties as a

public officer, he has given good satisfaction
to the citizens of his town of both parties.

DEATH OF AN AGED NEGRESS.
Rose Moore, formerly a slave of the late

John S. Moore, Esq., of this place, died on

the plantation of J. C. Chambers, Esq., on

Bullock's Creek, in Broad River township, on

the lat. inntRnt. acred 104 vear<c. According
, .0 J » o

to her owq statement, often made, regarding
her age, she was, at the time of her death,
near 106years old; for at the time of Cornwallis'surrender, which event she well remembered,she said she was 13 years of age.
She was born in Maryland, and wben Cornwallissurrendered, was living near Annapolis.
When news of the surrender reached Annapolis,her mistress, fearing the incursions of
marauding parties, concealed her plate, crocksryand other valuables, and Rose, then a

stout girl, assisted her in the work. But her
own statemeut as to her age is very nearly
confirmed by documentary evidence. The
bill of sale to Mr. Moore, when he bought her,
bears date in the year 1811, and describes her
as being then 37 years of age. This would
satahlish her age at 104 years. Rose was seldom

sick in her lifetime, and her death was

more the result of a general wearing out of
the body than from the ravages of disease.
Her mental faculties were clear almost up to
the hour of her death. She was tbo mother
of several children, and her youngest son.

now in his 64th year.is still living. '

SOUTH CAROLINA LEGISLATURE.
Columbia, Monday Dec. 10,1877.

In the Senate, the proceedings were

mainly of a routine character aud present
nothing of general or local interest
In the House, Mr. Galliard introduced a

bill to compel the Charlotte, Columbia aud
Augusta Railroad Company, to comply with
the requirements of its charter.
The debate on the usury bill was resumed

and continued until near the hour of adjournment,wheu it was agreed to come to a vote
on the bill at 12 M., on Tuesday.

Tuesday, December 11.
In the Senate, Mr. T. B. Fraaer, the

newly elected Senator from Sumter, appeared
and was sworn in.
The committee appointed to ioqnire and

report as to the liquor laws of other States,
submitted a bill prepared from the Virginia
statutes on the subject of spirituous and
mnlt liquors. Ordered for consideration on

Wednesday.
In the House, Mr. Massey presented

the petitiou of citizens of York county, prayingfor legislation to prevent the Charlotte,
Columbia and Augusta Railroad aud others
e .i.:.
irum mamug uujuai. uioviituiusbiuu.

The unfinished business of yesterday.bill
to regulate the rate of interest on ail contractsarising in this State.was called up.
Mr. Siinontou moved that the vote whereby
it was determined that a vote should be takenon the question at 12 o'clock be reconsidered,but his motion did not prevail and the
discussion was again begun. At 12 o'clock the
hammer of the Speaker came down with usual
force, and he announced that the hour had
arrived for a vote to be taken on the motion
to strike out the enacting clause of the bill.
The yeas and nays were called and resulted
in the passage of the bill by a vote of 73 to
16. Of the members from York, VV. B. Byeraand A. E. Hutchison voted against the
passage of the bill, and J. A. Deal and B. H.
Massey in favor of it. Of the Chester members,Coleman and Alexander voted in favor
of the bill, and Hemphill agaiust it. The
full text of the bill was published iu the
Enquires of last week.
A bill to require all able bodied male prisonersin jail, under sentence, to labor upon

the public roads and upon the public streets
of the cities and towns, aud the roads leading
thereto, of this State, was ordered to be engrossedfor a third reading.
The concurrent resolution to adjourn duringthe holidays was amended, so as to make

the adjournment from the 20th of December
until the 16tb of January. Mr. Callison
moved as an amendment that members should
receive no per diem during the recess Mr.
Sloan moved to further amend by inserting
'or mileage" after "per diem." Curtis, of
Richland, raised the point that the amendmentswere unconstitutional, but the point
ivas overruled, and the amendments having
been agreed to, the resolution, as amended,
was adopted.

Wednesday, December 12.
In the Senate, Mr. Crittenden from the

committee on federal relations, reported on

the resolution relative to the election of J. J.
Patterson, and recommended that it be laid
;n the table, as the courts had assumed ju-
risdiction or toe cnarges against mm, auu u

K&s contrary to the constitution for the Leg-
slature to interfere. Ordered for considera-
;ion to-morrow. >

The report of the commission, composed of
;he Board of Trustees for the University of
south Carolina, and of the chairman of the
:omraittee on education, in obedience to
oint resolution of the Oeneral Assembly, and
Dill (by the said commission) to provide for
;be organization of the State University, were
eferred to committee on education. i

The report of the joint investigating com-
nittee on public frauds, etc., on the law of
Virginia relating to the sale of spirituous and
nalt liquors, aud bill reported by said com- i

nittee, were referred to judiciary committee. I
In the House, Mr. Masaey introduced a i

oint resolution to allow the citizens of Fort f

ilill the beuefit of the fence law.
Mr. Massey presented the report of the cora

issiooappointed to investigate the past inlebtednessof York county.
Mr. Aldrich, of the judiciary committee,

eported favorably on a bill to provide for the
luuishment of vagrants.
Mr. Dibble, from the committee on public

rauds, submitted a report on the subject of
evying a special and additional tax on liquor
lealera. He submitted the Virginia law on

he subject for information, but expressed the
pinion that the existing law in this State rel- t
.tive to licenses was better. The committee 1
ecoramended, however, the adoptiou of the
Virginia tax law (the Moffett bell punch,) and
ubmitted a bill to that effect The bill was

ead the first time, and placed upon the calndar.t

f
Thursday Dec. 13.

In the Senate, a bill to authorize the i

bounty Commissioners of the several counties c

o the State to allow the erection of gates up- t
n the highways of the State, whenever, in
heirjudgment, the same may be expedient; s

nd a hill to amend an act to incorporate the t
own of Black's Station, in the county of ]
* ' i » ? t _ t>_:i j j _

[OTK, OQ me tt.ir-ljllie rvauruau, wcio icau a

bird time aad seat to the House. I j
The report of the committee on Federal re-1 i

itions on concurrent resolution of the House t
f Representatives, relating to the election of e

Ion. J. J. Patterson to the Senate of the Uni- c

id States, was adopted, and the resolution f
lid on the table. j i
The Senate concurred in the House resolu-' c

ion to adjourn from December 20 to January t
6. h
In the House, Mr. Muller introduced a a

ill to repeal an act entitled "An Act relating [
) the granting of divorces." t

Mr. MeRae introduced a bill to disfranchise i

II persons convicted of murder, treason and i
ibbery. I f

Mr. Massey introduced a bill to repeal an

act authorizing the levy of a special tax in
York and Cheater counties, and to retire the ^

bonds issued by said counties in aid of the
Chester and Lenoir Railroad.

Mr. Watts, of the committee on agriculture,reported favorably-on a joint resolution
to allow the citizens of Fort Mill township
the benefit of the fence law; and unfavorablyon a hill to prohibit persons from employinglaborers who are under*contract; and
a bill to punish employes for injuring growingcrops. ,

The following received their third reading,
were passed and sent to the Senate: Bill to

require retail liquor dealers to pay a special
fee, in addition to all other charges for the
last fiscal year ; bill to prevent fishing with
nets in the fresh water streams of this State
at certain seasons of the year; bill to restore
to their former owners all lands forfeited to
the State for non-payment of taxes.
The usury bill was brought up, finally

passed and sent to the Senate.

Friday, December 14.
In the Senate, the House bill to require

all able-bodied male persons, in jail, under
sentence, to labor on the public streets and
roads; and a bill to prevent the fishing with
nets in fresh water streams, at certain seasons,
were read the first time. /

The judiciary committee reported favorably
on the following: A concurrent resolution of
inquiry as to the constitutionality of the electionof Circuit Judges; a bill to impose additionaltaxes on intoxicating liquors; petition
from the citizens of Edgefield, for the abolition
of coets in all suits. The committee reported
unfavorably on a bill to authorize County
Commissioners to change the names of township; and a bill to prohibit the sale of liquor
in country stores.

Mr. Lipscomb introduced a resolution providingfor the appointment of a joint committeeof two from the Senate and .. from the h
House, to investigate and ascertain whether
D. T. Corbin was guilty of bribery in attemptingto be elected United States Senator on

12th of December, 1876. .'
A concurrent resolution condemning the

manner in which Hayes and Wheeler usurped
the offices of President and Vice-President of
the United States, and the use made of the
same, was referred to the committee on federalrelations.
The report of the investigating committee

on public frauds, Ac., concerning o&ences
charged against Hon. John J. Patterson,
United States Senator, with concurrent resolutionreported by said committee, was taken
up, and made the special order for Monday
next at 1.15, p. m.

A bill introduced by Mr. Gary to abolish
plaintiff's and defendant's costs, was read the
first time.

In the House, Mr. Massey introduced .a
» -. ....

juun reouiuuuu iv icj/cai a juiuv icouiuhiuu oir

titled a "Joint resolution to relieve Wi E. I
Rose, of York, and his bondsmen." I

Mr. Petty, of the committee on education, .^favorably reported on a bill to provide for A
the reorganization of the State University. A a
minority report was also submitted, and the
whole matter made a special order ibr 1 o'clock
on Tuesday.
A resolution was received from the Senate

and concurred in by the House, that the Gen*
eral Assembly take a recess from the 20th of
December to the 16th ofJanuary, and that the
members relinquish all claims for pay and
mileage during the recess. '

The joint resolution to ratify the amendmentto the Constitution of the State relative
to the public school tax levy ami a tax on

polls, came up at 1 o'clock, being the special
order. Mr. Petty moved to discbarge the
special order and make it the special order
for Wednesday next at 2 P. M., as the report
of the superintendent of educatinu would not
be ready until then. Mr. Allen moved to
make it the special order for some day io
January. 1 t .*

Mr. Miller, of Beaufort, opposed this, and
wanted the resolution made the special order
for Wednesday, at 12 o'clock. Mr. Hemphill
moved to make it the special order tor the
17th of January. A division was had on this
last motion, and it was defeated; ayes 30,
noes 66. Mr. Myers moved to make the resolutionthe special order for Wednesday next,
and the special order from day to-day there- m
after, until disposed of. Adopted.ayes 44,
noes 24.
The bill to abolish the pay of witnesses in ,

State cases came up next Mr. Haskell moved *

to amend by making the pay at tbe discretion
of the judge. Amendment lost A motion
was made to strike out the enactiug clause.
Lost, 43 to 31. The question was then piit
upon the passage of the bill to a third readiug,
and the House refused to pass it by a vote of
hq on . : <11
uu uuca iu ut7 jrow.

Saturday, December 15.
In the Senate, Mr. Lipscomb introduced

a bill to prevent extortion and unjust discriminationbj railroads, which was read the
first time.
The bill to charter the village of Fort Mill

received its second reading, and was referred
to the committee on incorporations.The favorable report of the committee on
the judiciary on a bill to impose au additionaltax and prescribe a mode for collecting the
same on all persons licensed to sell wioee, ardentspirits, malt liquors and mixtures thereof,within the limits of this State, was made*
the special order for Tuesday, at 1 P. M. ^The concurrent resolution introduced by
Mr. Lipscomb, providing for a joint commit-
tee to ascertain whether D. T. Corbin is
guilty of bribery and corruption in attempt- * jgiug to secure his election to the United States
Senate, was adopted. -v
In the House, Mr. Massey obtained con-

sentof the House to withdraw the report of
tbe commission appointed to investigate the
past indebtedness of York county.
Mr. Simpson, from the committee on. ways

ind means, made a favorable report on a bill
to repeal an act entitled "An act to anthorize
the counties of York and Chester to levy a
ipecial tax and withdraw bonds which were
ssued to aid the Chester and Lenoig Railroad.""" '

-

' v '
T

The committee on ways and means reported
avdrably on the bill to relieve the aounty oficersof York of the performance of any duty
n the funding of the Chester and Lenoir
Railroad bonds.
A bill which proposes to postpone the rerealof the lien law until 1880 came up. It

was vigorously opposed by Miller, of Beauort;Adrews, of Sumter j and supported by
Bradley, of Abbeville and Buist, of Charleson.After considerable discussion, it was
ost by a vote of 55 to 39.

^Monday, December 17.
In the Senate, Mr. Meetze, from the

commission on the bonded and floating debt,
inuouuced that the commission would be unihlpIn anhmit « N>nnrl imfll flio >o<uuo
>V>W WW wwwMatv M WUVIt 0IW1 kUU ICV^OOi

In the House, the Moffet punch bill,
vhich imposes an additional tax on the sale
>f spirituous liquors, was postponed until afarthe recess.
The consideration of the constitutional

imendment in regard to the two mill school
ax, was postponed until the 21st of January,
[878.
On reports from several commissions apraiutedto investigate and report the bonafidendebtedness of certain counties of the State,

he committee on ways and means recommendidthat the said reports be filed among the arrivesof the House, and asked to be released
rora the further consideration of the matter,
n view of the fact that the act creating the
10mmission makes no provision for any furheraction on the part of the Legislature.The recommendations of the committee were ^iHnnfprt Tko rMllIt ftf tk?o antinn nn ika
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>art of the House places these reports in the
'

archives of the House as simple information,
ipon which appropriations to meet the past
ndebtedness of the several counties may be
ramed.

1


