
Selected Miscellany. 
KING VOLMER AND Eisrs. 

-IJU THC DANISH or CHRISTIAN WINTER.—BT 
4 JOHN WHITTiKP.. 
\View, wr heathen doom-rings and pray Rtoncn 

In t> nulo ChriHtUn city stands the church of Vor-

Innfiry mood Kiag Yolmer nat, forgetful of his 

tii'« Goose of CMd fhat brooded on ld» 
tower. 

Tloi epake the King to Henrlk, his young and 
faithful ("quire: 

• jjrVt trnut thy little Elsie, the maid of thy 
desire ?" 

» 01 all the men in Denmark she loveth only pa ! 
jit me to me is Elsie as thy Lily Is to thee." 

Loot laughed the King: " To-morrow shall bring 
another day,* 

When I myself will test her; she will not say me 

Tactat the lords and gallants, that round about 
him rtood, 

all their heads in concert and smiled as 
"courtiers should. 

lie gray lark sings o'er Vordingborg, and on the 
ancient town 

from the tall tower of Valdemar the Golden Goose 
look* down ; 

•hi' yellow grain is waving in the pleasant wind of 
morn, 

•l,o wood resounds with cry of hounds and blare 
of hunter's horn. 

.n the garden of her father little E*le cits and 
npfnH, 

(Lnd. silling with the early birds, her daily task 
t>eKH«". 

[iay tulips bloom and sweet mint curls aronnd her 
Karden-bower, 

j),,. *he is sweeter than the mint and fairer than 
the flower. 

«>nt her form her kirtle bine clings lovingly and 
white 

-now, hor loose sleeves only leave her small, 
round wrists in sight: 

fj,.;,!*• the modest petticoat can only half conceal 
The motion of the fairest foot that ever tamed a 

i wheel. 

I Tin cat sits pnrrin? at her side, bees hum in sun-
chine warm : 

But look ! she starts, she lifts her face, she shades 
it wilh her arm. 

Ami. hurk ! a train of horsemen, with sound of 
dojc mid horn, 

Come leaping o'er the ditches, come trampling 
dowu the corn ! 

Merrily rang the bridle-reins, and scarf and plume 
streamed gay. 

As fast beside her father's gate the riders held 
their wav ; 

And one was brave in scarlet cloak, with golden 
spur on heel. 

And. as he checked his foaming steed, the maiden 
checked her wheel. 

, '• All hail anions thy roses, the fairest rose tome ! 
For weary months in sccret my heart has longed 

for thee !" . , , 
What noble kni-ht was this ? What words for 

m o d e s t  m a i d e n ' s  e a r  V  . . . . .  .  
J^he dropped a lowly courtesy of bashfulncss and 

fear. * 

She lifted up her spinning-wheel; site fata would 
neek the door, . „ , , 

Trembling in every Bmb, her cheek with mnshos 
crimsoned o er. 

"Nay, fear me not,"' the rider said, I offer heart 
" itnd hand, 

Bear witness these good Danish knights who round 
about me stand. 

"I grant you time to think of 4his, to answer as 
yon may, 

for to-morrow, little Elsie, shall bring another 
dav." 

He ppak'e the old phrase slyly as, glancing round 
his train, „ 

Be saw his merry followers seek to bide their smiles 
in vain. 

"The snow of pearls I'll scatter in your curls of 
golden huir. 

m line with furs the velvet of the kirtle that you 
wear ; 

All precious gems shall twine your neck ; and in a 
chariot ear 

Ton shall ride, my little Elsie,^behind four steeds 
of gray. 

"And harps shall sound, and flutes shall play, and 
brazi-n lamps shall glow ; 

On marble floors your feet shall weave the dances 
to and fro. " 

At frosty eventide for us the blazing hearth shall 
shine, ' 

While, at our ease, we play at draughts, and drink 
the blood-red wine. 

Then El*ie raised her head and met Iter wooer face 

A roguish sniile shone in her eye and on her lip 
found place. ' 

Back from tier km white forhead the curls of gold 
Htie threw, 

Ami lifted up her eyes to his steady and clear and 
blue. 

"lama lowly peasant, and you a gallant knight; 
I will not trust a love that soon may cool and turn 

to slight. 
If you would wed me henceforth be a peasant, not 

a lord ; . , _ . 
I bid you hang upon the wall your tried and trusty 

sword." 
44 To please you, Elsie, I will lay keen Dynadel 

awav. , . 
And in its place will swing the scythe and mow 

your father's hay.'" 
"Nay, but your gallant scarlet cloak my eyes can 

never bear; 
A Vadrnal coat, so plain and gray, la all wai T®" 

must wear." 

"Well, Vadmal will'l wear for you," the rider 

" And'o'n Uic''Lord's high altar I'll lay my scarlet 
clonk." . . 

"Bat mark,'' -he said. " no stately horse my peas
ant love must ride, 

A yoke of steers before the plow is all tliat he must 
guide.'' 

*|»]knisht looked down upon his steed: " Well, 
let him wander free ; 

lToothi r mun mii^t ride the hww that hw bee* 
bucked by inw. 

Henceforth I'll tread the furrow and to my oxen 
talk. . „ ,, 

H only little Elsie beside my plow will walk. 

"Yon must take from out your cellar cask of mfa* 
and flank and can ; t  

The homely mead I brew yon may serve a peasant-

"Most'willingly, fair Elsie, I'll drink that mead of 

And leave my minstrel's thirsty throat to drain my 
generons wine." 

"How break your shield asunder, and shatter sign 
and boss, _ . 

Unmeet for peasant-wedded arms, your knightly 
knee across. . , . 

. And pull me down your castle from top to base
ment wall, _ . 

And let your plow trace furrows in toe RUM M 

your hall !" 

Then smiled he with a lofty pride ; right well at 

The maiden*'of'the spinning-wheel was to her troth-
plitfht true. x 

"Ah, roguish little Elsie ! you act yonr part full 
W^'ll * 

To* know' that I must bear my shield and in my 
caetle dwell ' 

"The Hons ramping <M that shield tietween the 
hearts aflame, . v 

Keep wstch o'er Denmark's honor, aad guard her 
anrfent name. _ , ... _. 

For know that I am Volmer; I dwell in yonder 

• plows them plows ap Denmark, this goodly 
home of oars! 

•empt no more, fair Elsie ! yonr heart I know is 

Would God that all our maidens were good and 
pure a» you ! , . .tail 

Well have you pleased your mdharch, and ne snau 
well repay : ,., . 

God's pe-uc.e ! Farewell! To-morrow will bring 
__ another tlay !'* , .. 
Behfu-d up his bridle-hand, he spurred his good 

•teed then. „ . . „_i 
Aa4 like a whirl-blast swept away, with all his gal

lant men. ._ „„ 
The steel hoofs beat the rocky path » again on 
__ winds of morn 
Tfc* wood resounds with cry of hound* ana ware 

of hunter's horn. 

•*Tfcou true and ever faithful!" the listening Hen-

Aa4, leaping1 o'er the green hedge, he stood by 
KIKIO'S side. . . _ 

Kone saw the fond embracing, save, shining irom 

The '•'olden Goose that watched them from the 
tower of Valdemar. 

Odurlin? tjirls of Denmark I of all the flowers that 
__ throng _ 
Bif vales or spring the fairest, I slug for you my 

Xtfir&ice ;i>i yours so bravely lewawla the stager a 
ekiil; 

Thauk God ! of maid* like Elsie th.- l.md plen
ty still ! —Atl'i-itir 

•A common saying of Valdemar; heaee tte • 
briquet AlUrday. 

The British Case. 

XKW YORK. Fib. tf. 
The Tribune this morning publishes an 

abstract of the British Case submitted to 
the Arbitrators at Geneva. In this state
ment Her Majesty's Government com
plains that it has had to reply to an argu
ment not yet presented. When that shall 
have been presented, and the claims of 
the United States shall be defined precise
ly, Her Majesty's Government will exer
cise the right conferred on it bv Article 4 
of the treaty to submit to the Tribunal an 
additional or more extended state of facts, 
as the case may exact, until the compar
ison of cases presented by b jth parties 
shall determine the points really in dis
pute between the two Goverkmcnts. It 
will refrain from all discussion intended 
to sustain its own position, and will limit 
itseif at present to submitting to the judg
ment of the Tribunal the following con
siderations: As the ships, w hatever may 
be the circumstances, were procured in 
British ports for war purposes, and were 
employed as belligerent cruisers against 
the United States, while Great Britain 
herself remained neutral, tliese events have 
been the cause of displeasure and regret 
to the Government of Her Britannic Maj-
jestv. This regret exists despite the fol
lowing facts, which it must be con
ceded are iin{>ortaut to arrive at a just 
appreciation t»f the question. The ves
sels were procured by cunning and clan
destine means, which battled the vigilance 
of the Government oflleerK >iot one had 
the least armament. Some had been con
structed as ordinary merchant vessels, 
having nothing which would adapt them 
specially for war. In number they were 
very small; and, timidly, the persons who 
obtained possession and control of them, 
and employed them for belligerent pur
poses, were themselves American citizens, 
which the United States Government has 
always admitted. Such facts should seri
ously affect in the mind of every inpartial 
man the question relative to the responsi
bility of a neutral government. The 
United States Government professes to 
have the right to pecuniary indemnity for 
claims which it says resulted from the 
acts of these vessels; that is to say, war
like operations carried on by means of 
these ships by persons who had them in 
their possession. It is evident that a pre
tension of this nature is such that Her 
Majesty's Government, animated as it is 
with the most amicable sentiment toward 

I the United States, could not, in virtue of 
I the respect it owes to its own right* and 
, those neutral nations in genend, consent 
' to admit, since it believes that it 
| is not founded on justice. It devolves on 
| the United States to establish the propo-
| sitions it has advanced, to state clearly 
j the international duty or duties on which 
! they are based, and to demonstrate the 

violation of which it complains. A 
charge against a sovereign government 
having evinced culpable negligence in the 
exercise of one of its powers of sover
eignity is an imputation which should be 
sustained by strong and solid reasons. A 

i nation ought not to be held responsible 
j for a delay or omission which may be 
i due simply to accident, and not to want 
j of foresight or reasonable care. Finally, 
it does not suffice to demonstrate that an 

I act haa been committed which the govern 
! ment should have foreseen. "What must 

be advanced and provwd is, that the gov-
| eminent failed to exercise th»* same 
! amount of cure as it usually employs in 

internal affairs, and which it. may be 
reasonably required to use in matters al' 
fecting international interests and duties. 
If the Tribunal decides that Great Britain 
has incurred any responsibility whatever 
toward the United State*, the question 
will then arise as to what will be the just 
measure and extent of that responsibility. 
Her Majesty's Government abstains at 
present from entering on this ques
tion, and reserves for a more ad
vanced period of discussion all 
observations that it shall determine 
to Kubmit on this point in the name 
of Great Britain. If claims of this kind 
were admitted without reserve, a bellig
erent could ask to be indemnified by a 
neutral for results which justly oiu*ht not 
to belaid to the act of the latter, but 
should be placed to his* own incapacity 
and deficient initiative. Her Majesty's 
Government is obliged to point out that 
in regard to ships which form the object 
of the preceding statement, the United 
States Government or its officers evinced 
extraordinary tardiness in employing the 
naval force at its command, and that, if 
ordinary activity were exercised to cap
ture or intercept these vessels, the losses 
of which the United States complain to
day would have been in great pari averted. 
Whether the decision of the Tribunal is 
or is not favorable to her, Great Britain is 
ready to yield to the decree. She has 
only one wish, that it be just. She raises 
only one pretension, that it be founded 
on a faithful and equitable interpretation 
of the rights of man, and on principles 
which herself und all other powers will 
not repent of recognizing and observing 
either as neutrals or belligerents in time 
to come. 

—A strange case of temporary or inter
mittent loss of vision has recently occur
red in Flint, Mich., to a voting man named 
Charles Spence, a inouklcr in the Genesee 
IronW'orks. At the time of the attack 
he was at work in the moulding room, 
and was looking under a mould, holding 
a small lamp in his li—r l. Suddenly lie 
became conscious of the loss of sight. 
Upon retraining an upright position, his 
sight did not return, and at last accounts 
he was almost totally blind during the 
dav time, sulli-ring considerable pain in 
the eyes. At niirht, however, he is able 
to distinguish objects as well a« ever in 
the partial darkness of the room, and suf
fers less pain. As daylight approaches, 
vision fails and the pain returns. 1 

—-The other day, Mr. Bringman, a Bal
timore tobacconist, was removing some 
vegetables which he had buried in li'scel-

i lar when he struck a stone slab. The 
i bottom of the cellar being pure sand, the 
discovecry induced further explorations, 

, which resulted in the unearthing of an 
! old wooden box filled with g'-'I'l and sil

ver coin valued at $7,000. Fortune smiles 
1 propitiously on Mr. Bringman, he having 
' recently inherited a considerable sum of 
1 money by the death of a relation. He is 

the owner of the premises, having pur
chased the house last May. 

—The Ottumwa (Iowa) Courier says : 
"A ]*>*t examination proved thai 
the heart of the late ex-Senator Grinics 
was one mass of .disease and corruption, 
which •' *ia(' , ,e''n <le,ecte<l his 

j physicians, has been for months beyond 
the reach of human skill." 

—A widow lady in Louisville has 
; buried five husbands, the last of whom, 

previous to his death, b*d buried th* «une 
| uuniber of wives. 

HOME, FARM A\D (UKDEX. 

—A dairyman from Canada stated at 
the American Dairymen's Convention 
that lie had kept oxen six or eight weeks 
On corn fodder alone, and worked thcin 
all the time without loss of flesh. There 
Is substance in corn-fodder. The cattle 

i relish it. 
} —The Nete England Homestead says: 
" Dr. Martin Sackeft, of Westfield, gives 
the following recipe for curing grub in 

i the head of sheep: One tabiespoonful of 
butter, melted and mixed with a teaspoon-

: ful of spirits of turpentine. Turn this 
i into the sheep's ears once a day, for one, 
' two, or three days, HS the case may re-
j quire. He says that it never fails." 

j —To remove warts on horses, procure 
an ounce of concentrated muriatic acid 
(spirits of salt) and apply it to the top of 
the wart, with a thin, pine stick, morn
ing and night. The acid forms a crust 
which is easily taken off each day until 
the wart is gone. It causes no .pain, 
and in due time the hair will appear on 
the spot again. Keep the acid well corked 
and out of the reach of the children.— 
A kit a Jumeivm. 

—To make candles, a writer in the 
WexUrn Ilurul savs: "Take one pound 
of alum, one pound saltpeter, and add 
water enough to dissolve by boiling— 
about two quarts—then add twelve pounds 
lard, and boil till the water evaporates, 
stirring it frequently until nearly done; 
then stir all the time until done. This 
makes candles superior to tallow, if well 
done. When you buy saltpeter, be sure 
you do not get coarse salt instead. I 
have used this recipe for more than twenty 
years, when lard was cheap." 

—A Canadian farmer savs, although 
white beans arc of no value for fattening 
stock, yet they are the best things that 
can be "fed to young animals, as they con
tain the necessary material for making 
bone and muscle. For-a young colt, one 
pint of beans and oats crushed together 
will be found much better than oats 
alone. A neighbor of mine, a few years 
ago, fed his store ewes with a regular 
allowance of beans and peas crushed, dur
ing the winter, and as a consequence the 
next spring never lost a lamb. They 
were so strong that they' were on their 
feet and tried to suck almost as soon as 
the}' were born. 

—All persons who had new windows to 
wash will be sure to recollect the bothers 
tion caused by the streaks of putty-oil and 
drops of pnint. More than half the labor 
of removing these may be saved by tak-

j ing a wet doth, dipping it into ordinary 
ltaking-soda, and rubbing the paste thus 

I made thinly over the glass. After this 
j has been suffered to remain about fifteen 
minutes, it can be easily removed by, 

I washing in Marin, soft water, without 
soap, bringing oil and stains with it. If 

I the trlass is then rubbed dry, and after-
| wards polished with dry "whiting and 
j chamois skin, the most fastidious eye 
can discover no blemish.—Hearth and 

I Ilotne. 
| —When rom withhold their milk they 
| are commonly in a dissatisfied state of 
| mind, and therefore anything to draw 
) their attention from this condition 
j answers a irood purpose. We have always 
i succeeded by giving them a mess of food ; 
I to amuse them while milking is going on ; 
i general! v dry meal—so as to keep rlicm j 
) long occupied. If they have sucking j 
! calves, let them suck at the time of milk- j 
j imr. Driving them in a position so that 
I that their fore legs will stand on much 

higher ground than the hind leg*, or on t 
lower ground, counteracts the animal s j 
attention, and generally succeeds. It is j 
said that a weight on the small of the i 
animal's back as a bag of grain, will . 
answer, hut w« know nothing of its em- j 
cacy. —--'1 hi • Stuck Jvurruil. ; 

—In gardening, it is not u«utd for ; 
farmers, even though they cultivate a ; 
good garden, to commence operations in 
the "hot-bed" before the first of March, 
hut good results may be realized by com 
lnencing in February. A crop of lettuce 
and radishes may be realized before the 
tomato, cabbage and cauliflower crop is 
ready for planting out in the beds. Every 
fanner should make the forcing of plants i 
in hot-beds a necessity to good living. It 
requires only a little judgment and skill. 
He hits manure for heating, and,of course, 
of hay anv straw for covering the glass 
in rough weather there is no lack. The 
sashes cost but little, and the frames any 
farmer can make, ami the women of the 
household would gladly give their atten
tion to ventilation, etc., in the absence of 
the "men folks." Once become interested 
in gardening, there are but few fanners 
who ever thereafter abandon it.— Watorn 
Rural. 

Oiling and Blacking flames#. 

All harness that is in constant use 
should be washed, oiled and blacked at 
least twice every year. Some harness 
should be oiled three or four times dur
ing the year, while carriage harness, 
which is used only once or twice a week, 
if kept in a clean harness-room or har
ness closet, will need oiling only once a 
year, There is danger of oiling a harness 
too much. When the leather appears so 
thoroughly saturated with oil thattheole-
atrinouH substance oozes from the pores, 
and absorbs dust that may be floating in 
the atmosphere, the leather does not need 
oiling. The leather should always IMJ in 
such a condition, when oiled, that it will 
absorb the oil and leave a ciean surface. 

When a harness is to be oiled, take It 
in it clean and warm room in cold weatll-
er, or on a few clean boards out of doors 
in warm weather; unbuckle ;d! the parts, 
and wash the surface dean with st strong 
soapsuds. Wherever there may be a coat 
ing of truin, if soapsuds will not rernwv 
it readily, dip a coarse ra<r in spirits < 
turpentine and rub the surfwe rapidly 
A little tU"pcntine or benzine will remove 
a heavy coating of gum readily. Bcfor 
the oil'is applied, the leather should be 
wanned through and through. As st»oii 
as the harness appears to dry on the sur
face. and before the Jcather has become 
dry as tinder to the middle, apply the oil. 
Traces, and some other parts of a harness 
which are exposed to the wet and mud, 
are not liable to have too much oil ap
plied to them. 

Ncatsfoot oil is preferable to any other, 
as it will keep the leather soft. We once 
knew a fa-mer who, not understanding 
that linseed oil when laid on leather 
would render it hard and stiff, applied a 
coat of it to his enrriatre-barness, which 
made the le-.ther so stiff and hard that 
the surface would crack badly whetievor 
tlic pieces were bent. 

When the oil is about to be applied, 
lay a piece of harness on a bench of 
Smooth board, and use a paint-brush <•' 
swab to lay on til" oil. Let the oil be 
kept in a large milk-pan, so that all small 
pieces like lines and straps may lie dipped 
in the oil and drawn slowly through it. 
With the thumb and fingers slip the oil 
back on the straps, and let it drop into 
the pan. By using a large pan, one can 
oil a harness in a few minutes in a neat 
aud tL'jrju£U gumma', wiUioui 

any oil. As soon as the oil has dried in, 
a coat of leather varnish should be ap- | 
plied before the harness is used. —Iiidu#- \ 
h.'ii Monthly. 

The Northern Pacific Itailroai. 

We have taken frequent occasion (fai
ring the past year to speak in .erms of 
praise of the great enterprise of miilding 
the Northern Pacific Railroad. lYe have 
referred to its importance eonmen ially, 
to its paying prospects, to the brtad acres 
and vast* wealth which it will mlook to 
civilization, and to the complete security 
offered to investors in first-mortage land 
grant bonds. We are now;pr<pared to 
say that our favorable prcdictiuis are to 
be amply verified. The progras of con
struction has been so satisfacorv as to 
convince the skeptical, even that, the 
road will be speedily built Tie sale of 
the Iwinds has been above the most san
guine expectations of its fi.-ed agents— 
amounting to many millions of dollars 
during the year ; and so great s the con
fidence of holders that durini the recent 
panic but $'J,o<>o of these bonis were of
fered to the agent for repurtJa.se. The 
line is completed across the Sate of Min
nesota, which, with the puruiased lines, 
gives a total of 575 miles of tn shed -oad 
now under the control of tie company ; 
and the contracts now let, fob'completed 
during the next year, will iicrease the 
miles of finished road to over 1,200. Set
tlements along the line go htud in hand 
with construction, and are $"«itly stimu
lated by the richness of the oil and the ! 
general adaptability ofthccontrv to re-1 
numerate labor. The entenrislng citl- j 
zens, who are the pioneers,go forward 
prepared to build church", establish , 
schools, to carry with them t.e crowning 
graces of learning and rclieioi, as well as 
morality, industry and eitrprise, and 
wilh the railway, the leh ̂ rpli, and the 
post oflice, to be speedily folowcd by tlie 
newspaper, the hantshipsad difficulties ! 
are scarcely felt. This, th greatest en- j 
terprise of the day, is beiv prosecuted 
and managed in all its pises upon the 
highest principle of wisdoli integrit y and j 
economy, and will prove t be the great
est success among m.'»crn railroad 
schemes.—N. Y. 
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