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ATTORNEYS. 

DUANE MO WRY. 
A TTORNEY AT LAW AND COLLECTION 

•XK Agent, Independence, Iowa. Office with 
H. W. Hoi man. 

J. E. COOK, 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, INDEPENDENCE, 
Iowa. Office over A. H. Frank's Restau

rant, Main St. 

" HTW. HOLM AN, 
(SUCCESSOR TO J. S. WOODWARD), 

ATTORNEY AT LAW AND COLLECTION 
Agent. Office over Tabor & Son's Drug 

Store, Independence, Iown. 

#- p" 

DRY GOODS AND CLOTHING. 

FRANK D. JACKSON, 
A TTORNF.Y AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW. 

"JEL Special attention given to Collections. Of
fice over Chicago Clothing House. 

"§" O. 31. GII.LETT, 

ATTORNEY AT LAW AND NOTARY PUH-
llc. Office in Osgood's building, up stairs, 

ijpxt to the river. 

,JAS. K. JEWEL, 

LAWYElt OFFICE IN MUNSON'S BLOCK 
with Lake & Harmon, Independence, Iowa. 

Collections a specialty. Will practice in all the 
Courts of this State and Federal Courts. Col
lections and conveyances made, taxes paid, 
houses and land rented or sold. All business 
in city or country, and before Board of Super
visors will receive prompt attention. Also 
aajfcnt for Equitable Life Insurance Compa|Q| 
tiTVes Moines, Iowa. * 

D. D. HOLDKIDGE, 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, NOTARY PUBLIC 
and Land Agent. Office over Taylor's 

Hardware Store, Independence, Iowa. 

LAKE & HARMON, 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, INDEPENDENCE, 
. Iowa. Office in Munson's Block, Main St. 

JSD LAKE. M. W. HARMON, 

BRIX'KART & NEY, 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, INDEPENDENCE, 
Iowa. Office over Morse's Store. Consul

tations in English and German. 
D. W. BRUCKART. JOHN J. NETF. . — 

W. G. & J. B. DONNAN, 

I' AW, CONVEYANCING, WAR CLAIM AND 
J Land Agency Office. Office in First Nation

al Bank building," Independence, Iowa. 

PHYSICIANS. i 

Im/portan/t otioe. 

s* % ' • 1 " 

NEW YORK STORE! 
In order to reduce our very large stock of 

Fall and. Winter Ooods, 
WE WILL OFFER FOB THE 

NEXT THIRTY DAYS, 
ALL THAT CLASS OF GOODS CONSISTING OF 

DRESS GOODS, CARPETS, NOTIONS, 
% ••• 

• J. V JOLOTHINCi, 

HATS, CAPS, FURS, ETC., ETC., 
4% New York Cost. We cannot afford to carry over 

until another year this large stock of goods. 

THEY MUST BE SOLD, 
AND 

WE SHALL MAKE OUR PRICES 
 ̂ Low Enough to Sell Them. 

*jk\\ Goods will be sold at this sale, 
STRICTLY FOR CASH! 

Lawton & Post. 
DRUGS AND MEDICINES. 

GROCERIES. 

Boy Your Groceries of 

josrjiisr, 
The Grocery Man. 

F1 

DK. H. O. DOCKHAM, 
YSICIAN AND SUKGEON, QCA3QUE-
ton, Iowa. 

DR. II. H. HUNT, 
OFFICE AND RESIDENCE, COHNER OF 
V Court and Blank Streets, north of Catholic 
Church. 

W. A. MELLEN, M. D. 

HOMCEOPATHIST. INDEPENDENCE. IA. 
Office and rooms in Burr's Block, Chat

ham Street, over Uamhart's Grocery- Office 
hourti from 8 to !t A. M. and from 1 to 2 and 4 to 
5 P. M. 

Sign oi the GOLDEN MORTAR. 

Largest and BEST Stock in the Oity! 
- AT— 

Smale Brothers, 
Independence, Iowa. 

HOUSE & WILSON, 
"PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, OFFICE 
I over People's National Bank, eorner Chat
ham and Main Streets, Independence, Iowa. 
Wm attend to calls in the city or country. Con
sultations in English and German. 

J. G. HOUSE. S. O. WILSON. 

MBS. I»R. BETSEY EGGLESTON, 
/^lEDAK RAPIDS, Bever's Bank Block, Com-
V merclal-st. This lady has acquired a very-
wide reputation. She doctors all diseases; she 
examines her patients and explains their dis
ease solely from the circulation of the blood. 
All are cordially invited to call and see her. 
Consultation free. She will remain in this place 
several months. 

INSURANCE, &C. 

FRANK L. JACOBS, 

INSURANCE AGENT AND AUCTIONEER. 
Represents old and reliable companies. 

Will cry sales on property of any description. 
Terms moderate. Office at W. U. Telegraph 
office, Main St., Independence. 

BARBER SIIOP. 
.JOHN BURKE, 

THE FASHIONABLE BARBER AND HAIR 
Dresser. All the modern conveniences 

known to JJie profession. Shop over Barnett & 
Co'S Store, Miiin street. Independence, Iowa. 

LAUNDRY & BARBER SHOP. 
I. W. EVANS & CO., 

TrtROPRIETORS OF NEW CITY LAUNDRY 
X and Barber Shop. NorthsideMaln street, 
four doorr east of Walnut. We arc perma
nently located and desire a share of your pat
ronage. All work warranted. 

DENTISTS. 

iS. E. SHATTUCK4 

.  D E I T T I S T I  
Over the Bazaar, Main St., 

Independence, . . .  Joioa. 
Prices Reduced toSuittheTimes 

Best Rubber Plates $ 8.00 per set 
Best Celluloid Plates 8.00 " " 
Best Silver Plates 15.00 " " 
XJold Plates 40.00 " " 

All other work at reasonable prices. 

~~ W. H. THRIFT, ' 

E N T I S T ,  
(Over R. R. Plane's Store), 

{^dependence, - Iowa. 

Prices Reduced to Suit the Times ! 
Celluloid Plates... .$ 8.00 per set. 

¥ Rubber " ... 8.00 " 
" Silver " ... 15.00 " 
a Gold " ... 40.00 " 

Extracting. Filling, (Gold or Silver) Regulat
ing irregular teeth, &c., &c., at reasonable 
prtcm-

K M. BISSEIL, 

Dental Rooms! 
Over City of Paris Store, 

IN DE PE N D E N C E, - /Oll'-I. 

Drugs and Medicines, 
At Lowest Rates. 

A. B. CLARKE. 

;&BOCEBI£!S 

Cor. Main and Walnut St»., 

Independence, Iowa. 
The subscribers have on hand a choice and well 

selected Stock ol' 

FAMILY GROCERIES! 
Which they will sell at the very lowest bottom 

prices. Their stock consists of 

Sugars, Teas, 
Coffees, Spices, 

Syrups, Confectionery, 
CANNED AND DRIED FRUITS. 

Kerosene Oil, 
Wood and "Willow-Ware, 

Earthen Ware, &c., &c, 
raa&fll they ask is to call and see their 

goods before purchasing elsewhere. Highest 
Pfice paid for Produce. Remember the place, 
corner Main and Chatham streets. 

THOS. EDWARDS A CO. 

CITY DRUG STORE ! 

Buy Your Groceries of 

JOSLIN", 
The Grocery Mao. 

A fresh arrival of 

Pure TDrugs, 
PAX1TTS, OILS, 

WINDOW GLASS and LAMPS, 
GLASS AND 

1H-KP10SIVE CHANDELIERS, fe. 
Chicken Powder, ' 

A positive cure for Cholera in all kinds of pMd> 
tiy—never known to fail. Also 

HORSE POWDER, 
The best remedy for Epizoot and Influenza. 
The last two articles are my own manufacture, 
and I can recommend them with confidence. 

Sitvdish Leeches Constantly o» 

preaafiptlong Carefully St Acuratally MUL 

Everything for sale at 

Astonishingly Low Prices. 
fyTake a look. 

C. R. WALLACE. 
«!8 -I 

GROCERIES AND DRUGS. 

LUMBER ANI) BUILDING. 

Money Saved in Building. 
•*o save money in building, and to put up sty

lish, well-proportioned buildings for less money 
than usual, can be done by calling on 

E. znsnsr, 

Independence, - - Iowa. 
Having in connection with my business a first 

Class Lumber Yard, and always keeping on 
hand a full assortment of Rash, Doors, Blinds, 
Ac., 4c., and have also in my employ a gang of 
first-class mechanics, I will be able to take con
tracts and execute work for less money than 
any one else. I also keep in my Lumber Yard 
near the Depot, a complete assortment of all 
grades and descriptions of 

l̂ L BEEI 
Which I will sell at the 

Lowest Price for the Market. 
Istimates and Specifications made out at 

«kert notice. Also constantly on hand a large 
supply of Coal and Lime. = ZI3fcT:tT^ 

Contractor and Builder. 

GROCERIES 

D R U G S J  

NEW CASH ARRANGEMENT. 

I will from ttefe date sell both 

Groceries and Drugs, 
At my (tores at west end of the Bridge, 

For Cash or Country Produce! 
At TOW thatfanflpt be beat. 

F4RMEE8' TRADE SOLICITED 
Good Goods, Small Profits and no 

Combinations to keep 
up Prices. 

Goods Delivered About Town* 

A. B. CLARKE. 

J. W. Johnston 

Ha» jvwt removed <u>d to aow located in 

LEYTZE'S BLOCK, MAIN-St. 

. Wbere be keeps on hand a laige Stack of 

Groceries, Crockery! 

o-L-A-sai 

Wooden 

Ware! 

F%m»e give tin a caltamd he will pay 
you Cash for 

ABUTTER AND EGGS. 

Buy Your Groceries of 

JOSLIN, 
The Grocery Man. 

GROCERIES! 
I have purchased the 

CITY TEA HOUSE, 
And will sell you 

GOOD GOODS AT LOW PRICES! 

Highest price always paid for 

BUTTER & EGGS 
and other produce. 

PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL. 
NO. 25 MAIN STREET, 

Independence, Iowa. 
WM. SPADER. 

FOUNDRY. 

BUSINESS COIjXIEGE. 

TO RENT. 

Souses Rented by 

Q. D. JONES, 
Insurance Man. Atonal 

ATTEND CLINTON 

Commercial College, 
To learn Book-keeping, Penmanship, Tele
graphing, Ice. Address 

ly7 RILEY ft PEARCE. 
Clinton, Iowa. 

STAR FOUNDRY 

Machine Shop! 
All kinds of CASTINGS, including 

COLUMNS, 
WINDOW CAPS, 

SILLS, 
LINTELS, 

8U0Alt KETTLES, 
CAST IRON FENCING, 

SLEIGH SHOES and 

FANCY "WORK of all KINDS, 
Together with General Jobbing and machine 
work, ropairing, &c., executed with the utmost 
pjomptness, and in a satisfactory manner. 

Prices, material and workmanship guaran
teed to be as satisfactory as at any establish
ment in Iowa. Foundry East Side, near river. 

FRANK MECOW, Prop'r. 

INSURE WITH 

ioslin & Jones, 
The Insurance Men. 

FERGUSON'S AVENGERS. 

A Story of Partisan Days. 

" This for the gallant Ferguson!" 
The foregoing five words nad institut

ed a reign of terror in one of the loveli
est districts of the Palmetto State—a 
district entered by the Catawba and 
Pacolet rivers and their gentle tributa
ries. 

In the month of September, 1780, 
Cornwallis detached the notorious Col. 
Ferguson to the frontier of North Caro
lina, for the ostensible purpose of en
couraging the tories of that region to 
take up arms for the king. Ferguson's 
forces consisted in part of the most pro 
fligate and abandoned characters of the 
partisan days, and his march was mark
ed by atrocities of the most shocking 
description. The hardy men of the Car-
olinas, Kentucky and Virginia rose 
against the marauders, and, led by 
Boone and other backwoods worthies, 

favc them a decisive defeat at King's 
lountain. Ferguson was slain in the 

battle, and his fellow foragers, number
ing about one thousand, were nearly all 
captured or killed. 

This conflict revived the hopes of the 
Southern patriots, and forced Cornwallis 
to return to Charleston, discomfitted 
and cast down. 

" We shall have rest now," the patri
ots said, after the battle. "Ferguson, 
the dreaded, is dead, and the few tories 
who escaped with their wretched lives 
arc not strong enough to do us any 
harm." 

Everywhere in the vicinity of the bat
tle-field the Americans breathed freer, 
and the loyalists in whose interests Fer
guson had marched to his death, curbed 
their loyalty, and in secrecv swore re
venge. 

But the settlements were soon to 
learn that the victory at King's Moun
tain had nerved the arm of the foe more 
terribly than any which they had hither
to known. 

The existence of the new terror was 
discovered by a boy one morning about 
a fortnight after the battle. He found 
the family of Archibald Mettson mur
dered in their own bouse, and to the 
corpses had been pinned a paper bear
ing these words: 

" This for the gallant Ferguson!'' 
This terrible atrocity aroused the 

country, and the excitement was quick
ly heightened by the finding of the body 
of another murdered patriot. On the 
cold breast, which had been pierced by 
pistol balls, was the pallid paper and its 
words of terrible import, and the coun
try knew that a fearful vengeance would 
be taken for King's Mountain. 

During the week that followed the 
discoveries I have mentioned the work 
of the avengers was terrible. They fell 
upon patriot houses at the dead of 
night, and left on the bosoms of their 
victims the five Words which had already 
terrorized the country. It was in vain 
Hhat the patriots summoned their cun-
tiing and energy for the capture of the 
band of demons, which, as it had been 
discovered, numbered six men, masked^ 
and mounted on black horses. They j 
came and went like ghosts, but always | 
left behind the terrible .sentence which ! 
had made their existence execrable. At 
times they fell upon their hunters, and 
left them upon the roadside, marked 
with the sien of vengeance. 

Feiir began to paralyze the Caroli
nians; many abandoned their homes for 
the sake of their families; and it is pro
bable that the entire district would have 
been depopulated in a short time, had it 
not been for the courage of one wo
man. 

Her name was Alice Beauchampe. 
It was a dark night in the last week 

of November, when the heroine of my 
story left the house of a friend. Her j 
own house, which had been deserted for ! 

tieveral days, was not far away, an(f she ; 
had determined to return to it for the • 
purpose of securing an article of wear- ; 
mg apparel left behind in her recent ; 
light. 

Before she set out on her journey she i 
was warned of the dangers that environ-1 
ed it; but she smiled and declared she 
did not fear them. She would enter the 
house through the kitchen, in the rear, 
find the garment without a light, and re
turn safely to her friends. 

The path she had often traversed was 
barely discernable; but she made good 
headway, and reached her home without i 
incident. The silence of the grave hung I 
about the place, and the lifting of the j 
latch sent a chill of terror to the young j 
girl's heart. Through the kitchen, across j 
the deserted parlor and up the stairs, ! 
she crept to the room where she had 
left the object of lu-r liQCturnal quest. 
The drawer of the old bureau yielded 
without noise, and Alice was drawing 
lorth the garment when the voices of 
men fell upon her ears. 

She started, dropped her prize, and 
with her heart in her throat, crept to a 
window that overlooked the porch in 
front of the house. 

She could see nothing, for the night 
was too dark; but the voices of men, 
mingled with the champing of bits, con
tinued to salute her cars. 

" This is old Beaucliampe's house," 
said one. "It has been deserted for sev
eral days. The daughter, frightened by 
the manner in which we treated the 
father, has fled somewhere for protec
tion. 

These words drew every vestige of 
color from the listener's face; thev told 
her who the men below were, though 
she could not see even the outlines of 
their persons. One week prior to her 
•isit, her father, one of the King's 
flountain heroes, was found dead in a 
palmetto grove, and the words of Fer
guson's Avengers lay on his breast. 
Then she had deserted her home, know
ing that the hand that had struck the 
father dead would not now spare the 
daughter. 

Well might the lone girl tremble when 
she found herself so near the dreaded 
scourges of the country, and she did not 
move until she heard the front door 
opened and heavily booted feet in the 
room below. 

Then a calm thought of her situation 
drove fear from her heart, and Alice 
Beauchampe prepared to perform one 
of the most daring deeds of the revolu
tionary war. 

The noise in the house increased, and 
Oaths and rude jests preceded and fol
lowed the lighting of a fire upon the 
hearth. 

Alice, who had longed for a sight of 
the dreaded six, crept to a spot near the 
bureau where there was a crevice in the 
floor. There applying her eye to the 
hole, she saw six wild looking men di
rectly beneath her. • 

They were, beyond a doubt, the aven
gers of Ferguson's death, tor several 
masks lay on the table, along with three 
or four bottles of wine which they had 
taken from some patriot's celler. Tall, 
rough, devil-may-care looking fellows 
they were, armed with pistols, carbines 
|uid sabers, the kind of men who never 
iiourt the smiles of mercy or listen to 
the pleadings of innocence. Just such 
fellows as thev were, Alice had sup
posed them to he, for she had seen ma
ny of the prisoners taken at King's 
Mountain, and she longed for the pres
ence of a nand of patriots. There were 
true men in South Carolina at that time 
who would have given their arms for a 
chance to exterminate the Avengers, 
and Alice remembered where a little 
party of patriots lay; but, alas! they 
were not very near. 

"We'll rest here and finish that wine," 
said one of the leaders of the band, and 
his face showed that already he haa im-

•ibibed freely. "Bring in the poultry, and 
*>n old Beauchampe s hearth we'll pre
pare a feast." 
' At his command one of the men left 
the house, but soon returned, bearing 
with him a duck and several chickens, 

the from whose freshly wrung necks 
blood was still dripping. 

" How's the horses? asked one of the 
Avengers, as the man flung the poultry 
on the table. 

" Standing like rocks," was the reply 
"Such horses as them don't need watch
ing, and, besides, there isn't a rebel in 
ten miles of this accursed place." 

" Why, there's the Widow Hartzell." 
" I didn't think of her," was the reply. 

"How bitterly old Hartzell hated us; 
but we caught him at last." 

"And presented him with a breastpin! 
ha, ha!" 

And the coarse laugh went round the 
room. 

Alice Beauchampe did not wait until 
the laugh was ended; while yet it filled 
the house with its devilish echoes, she 

frlided across the room to a window that 
ooked out upon the dark palmetto grove 

behind the building. 
There was no sash in the window, and 

the cool winds of the night kissed the 
pallid cheeks of the partisan's daughter. 
For a moment she tried to pierce the 
darkness beneath the window, but fail
ing in her endeavor, she crept over the 
sill, resolved to trust to fortune for suc
cess, 

Tne distance to the ground was not 
very great, and the daring girl alighted 
without injury. 

Now she was free to make her escape 
to the friends she had lately left; but 
immediate flight in that direction was 
not her intention. 

" Heaven help me," she murmured, as 
she glided around the old house and ap
proached the horses which the Tories 
had left tethered to some trees a few 
yards from the door. 

A glance into the room revealed the 
forms of the Avengers discussing the 
merits of the wine with oath and jest, 
or watching the roasting of the fowls. 
They had completely terrorized the 
country, and under the sway of their 
lawlessness it was very fast becoming a 
desert. 

Alice counted them before she touch
ed a single rein; and then in a brief per
iod of time she loosened the horses and 
rjuietly led them into a small copse not 
far away. The steeds did not refuse to 
obey her guidance, and when she reach
ed tthe copse, she struck them with a 
whip which she found beneath a saddle. 
It was a smart blow that she administer
ed, and the steeds started forward and 
disappeared. 

Thus in a very few moments Fergu
son's Avengers had been deprived of 
their horses. 

Flushed with triumph, Alice Beau
champe returned to the house, and again 
looked in upon the gang of hilarious 
tenants. 

She now held a pistol in her hand—a 
weapon which a holster had granted her 
—and she crept to the edge of the porch '• 
before she halted. There was the flush , 
of vengeance in the dark eyes of the ! 
partisan girl while she gazed upon the | 
party from the threshold. Once or j 

twice she raised the weapon, but then 
lowered it again, as if playing with the 
life of the leader of the six, whose bur
ly form was revealed by the light of the 
fire. 

She saw the fowls, smoking and well 
burned, placed upon the table, and then ' 
the greedy men crowd around for their 
shares. Their tongues and movements j 
told her that the stolen liquor was doing I 
its accustomed work on all save the j 
giant, who had superintended the cook- ; 
ing of the late repast. But this man ap- j 
poured perfectly sober, and the angry j 
glances which he often cast at his com- : 
panions told that he did not sanction i 
their bacchanalian conduct. i 

" Come! enough of this! " he sudden- j 
ly cried, rising from the table, which had i 
been dragged to the center of the room, | 
"(Jet up, boys, and let's be going. I i 
told you at Wiley's that you had wine ! 
enough, but you must bring some here ; 
and drink yourselves stupid. Tom Scott. ! 
and you, Blakeson, I'm ashamed of you! 
What would we do if a gang of rebels ; 
should catch us in this condition? You i 
understand the mercy we would get, and 
yet you sit there as careless as statues , 
—drunk as old Bacchus himself! " 

Then an expression of contempt pass
ed over the man's face, arid stooping, he 
exclaimed: 

Up! up! the rebels are coming! " 
But his cry of alarm did not infuse 

much life into the men at the table. 
One or two raised, but the drunken leer 
that made their faces hideous was suffi
cient to provoke a smile, even from the 
angry Tory. 

" Men! " he sneered, contemptuously. 
"Dogs! every one of you. I've a mind 
to ride down to the Picolet swamp and 
tell the rebels hiding there that the men 
they hate are in their power. I have 
thought that I commanded men, not 
drunkards!" and he struck the table 
with the butt of his pistol, but he could 
not rouse his stupid followers. 

The next moment, with an oath on his 
lips, he strode to the door, which he , 
jerked open, and stepped out upon the 
porch. 

"Curse such dogs as I lead! " he hiss
ed. "I suppose I must lead the horses 
up and tie each drunken brute in the 
saddle." 

lie was stepping from the porch for 
the purpose of attending to the horses, • 
which he supposed were still tethered 
to the trees, when a form rose before 
him, and he started back with a gasp of 
terror. 

" Who in the mischief " 
"Alice Beauchampe! " was the inter

ruption of the apparition. "The daugh
ter of the old man basely murdered Dy 
your hands! Down upon your miserable 
knees, Godfrey Lang, and beg for the 
mercy you have'never granted to others. 
Down. I say! " 

Perhaps the shadows of the window-
sash did not permit him to sec the pistol 
that was clutched in the hand of the 
fearless girl else his rashness might have 
been curbed. 

" Kneel to you? Never! " he cried. 
The weapon that he raised dropped 

before the flash that followed his last 
words, and with a groan of pain lie stag
gered back to drop dead among his com
rades. 

Alice Beauchampe, amazed at her own 
courage, stood silent aaiidst the smoke 
of her own pistol. She saw the baechan-
ites try to snake off their torpor at sight 
of their stricken leader, and one rose to 
his feet, to fall as soon as he needed 
support. 

" Now for the swamp,-' she cried with 
triumph, and the next minute rushed 
from the disgusting sight. 

An hour passed away, and the drunk
en Tories began to recover; their chief, 
who had dropped to the floor, seemed to 
sober them with his cold face and star
ing eyes, and when they had almost re
covered their scattered wits, the foe 
they dreaded was upon them. 

Alice Beaucliampe's voice had fired 
the hearts of a patriot band for ven
geance. On her way to the swamp she 
had encountered the patriots, who had 
captured one of the flying horses and 
were following the; trail. 

The conflict between patriot and Tory 
was brief and almost bloodless. 

The hve avengers were made prisoners 
and sued like cowards for the mercy 
they had never granted to a living be
ing. 

I need not describe the scene that 
followed. Suffice it to say that the trees 
in front of Alice Beauchampc's home 
bore the strangest fruit that ever hung 
from living limb. 

The vengeance of the patriots was as 
complete as terrible, and when the glo
rious sun rose again, the dreaded men 
of the lovely district had ceased to 
frighten people. 

Alice Beauchampe, whose courage 
had led to the extermination of tne 
avenging band, became the heroine of 

the day, and after the termination of 
hostilities, wedded a lieutenant of Mar
ion's men. Her heroism is venerated, 
and her gallant exploit narrated daily 
by hundreds of her descendants in the 
Palmetto State. 

Reform in County government. 

"SIXTH. That the office of County School 
Superintendent be abolished, as we are satis
fied that it is an useless and unnecessary ex
pense and can be conveniently dispensed with. 

"WM. LAKK, HENRY NBIIRE, OLAUS C. Bess, 
Supervisors of Clinton county, Iowa. 

"Clinton, Iowa, Oct. 19th, 1877." 

Among the legal duties of a county 
superintendent, may next be mentioned 
visitation of scnools. This is a sequence 
of the examination of teachers. When 
the nature of this work is fully under
stood; when the benefits of school visit
ation are fully realized, it is hard to con
ceive how any person, rational in school 
matters, upon any ground, even the 
score of expense, can oppose this work, 
except it be one of the trio who, it ap
pears, has learned economy as did the 
founders of Bome. If the story of the 
springing up of Rome be re-written in af
ter ages, by getting a larger animal, and 
giving her one more to take care of, tRey 
can have Rome on the Mississippi. This 
would be a very economical way for the 
future inhabitants to add greatly to 
their past history. The way is cheap. 
The materials are at hand. The old sto
ry needs but little change. The only 
trouble would be to obtain a wolf with 
three gold teats. But the glory would 
be great. Who will lead out the wolf? 

But to the subject. Is the visitation 
ef schools useless? It is said, and tru
ly, that teaching is the fine art. It re
quires more time, labor, patience,^expe
rience, knowledge of things, knowledge 
of human nature, than any other call
ing. We can see this must be so if we 
ston to think that to teach is to deal 
witli mind in all its connections with i 
matter. The examination tests the ap- | 

f)licant's scholarship, mainly. But the j 
aw requires "aptness to teach." At j 

first this qualification must mainly be ! 
taken for granted. No set of questions > 
on theory will fully test this. Its test 
is actual work in the school room. A | 
person may be very good in theory, but : 
very poor in practice. It is the examin- ! 
er's duty, his right, to see that all which , 
he certifies to is true. j 

More yet follows from the visitation 
of schools. "Examinations for official 
supervision are of great value in every 
system of instruction, particularly in 
those in which large numbers of chil
dren are to be educated, and, of course, 
a great number of teachers to be em
ployed, for the following reasons: (1), 
they promote uniformity of instruction; 
(2), they stimulate the teacher and guide 
his efforts; (3), they prevent negligence 
on the part of those whose duty it is to 
instruct, train and discipline the chil
dren. * * It is; thus, : 
not only a means of supervising the 
teachcr's work, but also of instructing 
the teachers themselves. i 

'"The teacher may be very earnest. 1 

but an experienced critic of his work 
may be able to point out where and why 
lie lias failed, and, from a larger experi- | 
ence, to suggest improved methods. " 

Arc the school buildings in proper 
condition? Does the teacher love his 
work? Does he employ the time to the 
best advantage? Does he teach his pu
pils in such a way that they arc being 
disciplined to gain and use knowledge, 1 

as well as merely to receive it? j 
"The best methods of teaching, if not 

uniformly and diligently employed, will 
not impress the pupil's mind; and. on 
the other hand, the pupils may gain ; 
considerable knowledge of the prescrib- : 
ed branches of study, but not in such a 
way as to cultivate proper habits of ; 
thought." 

County superintendents must labor, | 
study, and avail themselves of every ! 
means to ascertain the best methods of ! 
instruction, and by visiting the schools | 
carefully see to it that the teachers 
have methods, and that these methods 
are good, or an approximation thereto. 
This can be tested only by visiting the 
schools and examining the classes. ; 
"Regular examinations, besides ascer- i 

taining the merits and qualifications of 
the teachers, afford a wholesome stimu- j 
lus when judiciously and skillfully con- ! 
ducted, and afford a definite aim to- j 
ward which their efforts may be direct- I 
ed." Visiting schools means much 
more than driving from one schoolhouse 
to another, and sitting an hour or so in 
the school room. So long as teachers . 
arc employed as they generally are, ev- j 

cry one being counted one, large and i 
small, good, bad and indifferent, so long : 
will there be hard and earnest work for 
superintendents, if we care for the intel
lectual growth of the young. 

Had we a professional class of teach
ers; teachers trained for the work, who 
would, or could, afford to devote their 
whole time, talents, and energy to the 
work, visitation might then "be dispens
ed with." But even under circum
stances thus favorable, visitation and 
the office entire, by way of unifying and 
intensifying the work, would not be "an 
useless and unnecessary expense. 

"The county superintendent is an 
agent of the State superintendent, and 
of school officers. But little needs to 
be said of this part of his work. He 
must distribute blanks, make reports, 
&c. Though constituting but an infini-
tcssinial factor of the work, I apprehend 
that this duty is looked upon by the 
Clinton triplet and persons of like mind, 
as a superintendent s chief and only du
ty, except to pleasure-ride from one 
school to another. This view of the 
work is very low and contemptible. 

"And it can be conveniently dispens
ed with." How? 

Various plans have been proposed, the 
object of these plans being to save ex
pense. To save expense legitimately is 
eminently desirable, proper and honora
ble. But to attempt to save expense at 
the expense of our common schools is 
simply mercenary. 

One plan is to divide the State into a 
few large districts, and let the State 
superintendent appoint a person to take 
charge of each district. This is but a 
blind and an apology for the office, de
signed more to protect the proposer in 
his cusscdncss, than for the benefit- of 
our common schools. In the larger 
counties the work is already too great 
for its strict and most effective prosecu
tion by one person. We ijeed more su-

1>ervision instead of less, if there is to 
)e any change in this respect. 

Another plan is to have a board of ex
aminers for each county. This plan 
limits the work to the examination of 
work only. This cuts off visitation and 
direct school work with the people. This 
has already been noticed. How many 
have labored in our common schools un
der this system? I have. True econo
my in the management of public affairs 
is not to be overlooked. Law-makers 
and officers must remember that the 
money they vote away and pay out be
longs to the people— generally a part of 
the people's hard earnings. But, to 
persons who have spent their time in 
common school work, this doleful cry 
of school expense is grating. Such per
sons know tne value of economy. Per 
farce of circumstances, they know the 
value of every penny, for they have 
counted it again and again, ana know 
just how far it will go; they know, too, 
if they continue their work, where they 
must end their days in old age, could 
the Clinton three and such manage our 
school affairs. 

The emphasis of the ' sixth" falls up
on the word EXPENSE. Taking this as 
the key, I shall make an extract from 
the report of D. Burt, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Minnesota, 1877: 

"In counties of the last mentioned 
class, it Bhould be possible to pay about 
12,000 for supervision. Some of our 
largest cities pay a superintendent 12,-

500 for taking charge of not over fifty 
schools. In some of our large counties 
there are from 100 to 175 schools, so 
scattered that the work of the county 
superintendent is more difficult than 
that of our city superintendents; and 
yet for the rural work the salary is $1,-
000. or, at most, in a few counties, $1,-
200. It is evident that city superinten
dents are overpaid, or that the salary of 
county superintendents is too low. I 
do not think that our rural citizens are 
ready to say that they do not want as 
high an order of talent in their superin
tendent as that demanded for this office 
in the city. But the present low rate 
of salary for rural superintendency 
tends to weaken and depress this coun
ty office. The attempt of our present 
law to secure work of this kind for the 
county at a less rate than that paid in 
cities, is both unwise and unjust. Our 
rural schools deserve as thorough super 
vision as the city schools, unless we pro
pose to condemn our agricultural popu
lation to ignorance and contempt, for 
crime of living in the country and toil
ing for the general prosperity of the 
State." 

We should insist that county superin
tendents, whose work is laborious and 
responsible, shall be paid at a rate that 
will not disgrace their office when com
pared with other county offices. A cer
tain border county pays its Auditor 
$900, while he is not oDliged to spend 
over one-third of his time in his office. 
The same county pays its school super
intendent only $300 for superintending 
more schools than fall to the care of 
some city superintendents whose salary 
is $1,500. Note the figures in an older 
county: Auditor. $3,000; Treasurer 
and Sheriff, $2,500 each; Register of 
Deeds, $2,800; Superintendent of Schools 
$970. Take anotner: Auditor. $5,000; 
Clerk of Courts, $4,000; Sheriff, $3,000-
Treasurer, $3,500; Superintendent of 
Schools in its city, $2,500; in the rural 
parts of the county, with more schools 
than the city, $1,200. In some counties 
paying their other officers from two to 
three times as much as their superin
tendents of schools receive, these latter 
officers are required to pay charges on 
school blanks, and denied stationery for 
official business. (In the above, the 
county superintendents' salaries must 
be reducea by the cost of keeping a 
team, keeping all in traveling order, and 
other traveling expenses.—P.) This is 

towns, knowing the benefits of super
vision, are willing to undergo increased 
taxation that our district and village 
schools may enjoy something of the 
same advantage of supervision. Strange 
as it is, the objection to county super
vision mainly comes from some of those 
whose school interests, if they have any, 
are immediately with the district 
schools. Others will object to it from 
selfish motives, for self-aggrandizement; 
and for a little official glory they arc 
ready to vote our common school sys
tem a pauper which ought to be stilet-
toed and buried. All this cry against 
common schools, common school work 
and the expense of common schools is 
not so bad, per se, but it shows the low 
estimation in which common schools are 
held. The man of wealth will volunta
rily donate his thousands to great insti
tutions of learning, those institutions 
that can be reached by the few only, 
and yet complains of taxation for tne 
support of common schools. We often 
find in neighborhoods and villages from 
two to four churches, differing none in 
the essentials, struggling for a bare ex
istence, while many of the individual 
members of these respective churches 
voluntarily tax themselves $10, $20, #30, 
$50, or $100 for the support of these, 
and yet complain that their school costs 
too much. Many will voluntarily tax 
themselves heavily for the erection of a 
church building, where two or more al
ready exist, and still complain that 
school-houses cost too much. They 
must have large, airy rooms in whicn 
they can sit for an hour, once a week or 
twice a month, while their children for 
five days in a week must breathe the 
poisonous air of a crowded school-room, 
and teachers are censured because they 
cannot wring thought from a poisoned 
brain. A minister feels himself very 
much straightened if in these places he 
must live upon $800 or $1,000 a year, 
while the teacher is amply provided for 
if he receives $300 or $400 a year. Why 
this disparity, viewed physically, I can
not tell. An adult, says Draper, con
sumes about 3,100 pounds a year. It 
may be the teacher makes less a god of 
his stomach. Another view of the case . 
might disclose the fact. Schools and 
school work are not estimated as they 
should be. No attack has been made 
upon ministers and churches. They are 
necessary, and deserve a liberal and 
hearty support. They have been 

all wrong. The ghost of Horace Mann brought into view for an entirely differ-
ought to haunt such counties. (May it ; ent purpose. When schools and school 
be the lot of their supervisors, in a close ! work are treated in a common sense 
room in Hades, to sublimate brimstone | way, a business-like way, just as other 
and dip molten gold with naked hands, i great and good undertakings are treated, 

I.-P.) Let us pay and treat county su- j we shall hear little of "useless and un-
porindents as other county officers are necessary expense.' When teachers 
paid and treated; as city superinten- | are treated as they should be. we shall 
dents are paid and treated, and we shall j have persons competent in all respects 
have no occasion to complain of -medi- j to_ teach our district schools, even the 
ocrity in this office." "little schools. Then teachers and 

Upon the plan of curtailing the force other school workers will not feel that 
of county superintendency by dividing i they are viewed as an excrescence upon 
the State into several large districts, the j the body politic. They will then feel 

i following extract is offered: ! that they are counted among the impor-
I "It is obvious that one superintendent j tant factors for the perfection of th» 
cannot visit all the numerous and scat- i race. They will feel that if they spend 
tercd schools in our most populous j their whole lives in the work, and per-

'• counties, as early in the term as they chance arrive at old age. the charities 
1 ought to be visited. In view of this of the world will not designate them as 
' fact, it has been suggested that we drop persons having spent their lives in vain, 
the feature of visitation, and have the j "keeping school,' and consign them to 
county superintendent do nothing but | the tender cares of the almshouse. To 
examine the teachers. But this were i a sensitive nature, these reflections are 
the decision of a farmer not to cut his ! terrible. No wonder the older desert 

: wheat because one reaper cannot do the common school work, and the younger 
, work within the proper time. Visita- \ make it a "stepping-stone to something 
1 tion of schools by a competent supervis- j else. From the Eastern States, every 
or is a conceded necessity in the city, | year, _ thousands of dollars, voluntary 
and we must insist upon it in the coun- contributions, are sent to Iowa for the 
t \\"1 1. IL. . A. A/C*ITT/MINI/\N r\ P LIANTHAN AT Inn Wtnf A try. When we remember that about 
one-third of our teachers in any term 
are beginners, often with very inade
quate ideas of what they undertake, the 
thought of giving our schools into their 

conversion of the heathen of the State. 
No objections to this. It shows earnest
ness in a cause. It may be well to de
vote time, energy and money to the 
straightening of old trees; the philoso-

hands for an entire term, without a sin- phic method would dictate that the ten-
gle visit from a person competent to ad
vise them them in their work, is prepos
terous. If our rural schools are not to 
be left to sink into dishonor, as compar
ed with our efficiently superintended 
city schools, we must provide not only 

der plants be well cared for, and then 
the old trees would need but little 
straightening and pruning. Let all la
bor earnestly for the advancement of 
our district schools. May the interests 
of our State and the interests of our 

competent, but ample agencies for their j common schools "be one and insepara-
visitation. There are at least two ways ble.' . To the Clinton trio it may be 
in which this result can be reached in 
counties with a large number of schools. 
Such counties can be divided, according 
to the New York plan, into two or more 
districts, and each placed in charge of a 
superintendent; or the superintendent 
in such counties must have one or more 
assistants. If a county auditor 

said: Ne tutor vltra crepidam. 
W. E. PARKM. 

Mulcahy and Wife. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Muleahy lived osa 
farm. They were shrewd and thrifty, 
and had the reputation of being "close." 

treasurer can not do the work of his of- j Finally Mrs. Mulcahy sickened and was 
fiee, he is provided with assistants, to be ' about to die. Finding herself nearing 
paid, not out of his own salary, but by ! the end, she expressed a desire to put 
the county. Why can we not be equal- j things in order before that event should 
ly just to superintendents in the popu- j occur, and old Tom was prepared to lis-
lous counties, and repeal the dishonor- | ten. 
ing law that they may have assistants if i '• Tom," says Mrs. Mulcahy, " there is 
they will pay them out of their own : Mrs. Smith, up at the crossing, she owes 
stinted salaries, and enact that they \ nie $1.80 for butter; see that ye get it, 
shall have them at the public expense, Tom." 
to an extent that will secure one-half I " Sinsible to the last, my dear; sinsi-
day of visitation to every school within j ble to the last,' said Tom. "I'll be sure 
the first three weeks of every term? i an' get it." 
The fact is, in our present plan for rural i "Then there s Mrs. Jones, up at the 
supervision we are not only attempting creek. She owes me $1.50, for chich-
to get something without adequate pay, , ens." 
but we are trying to secure a result j "Ah! look at that, now,for a moind; 
without adequate agencies." she forgets nothing." 

Says the objector^ This, or anything 
like it, would be too expensive for our 
common schools. 

This "crying expense," conceived in 
rags, born in poverty, nurtured in adver
sity, and trained by melancholy, is the 
dead weight, the great hindrance to our 
common school work. School work 
must be economically managed; truly, 
the expenses are great. But the work 
is also great, and, like any other great 

"And Mrs. Brown, in the village, she 
owes $2.30 for milk.' 

" D'ye hear that? Sinsible to the last 
—sinsible to the last. Go on—go on, my 
dear." 

"And—and—" 
" Yis." 
"And Mrs. Roberta, at the toll-gate, I 

owe her—" 
"Ah! poor dear! poor dear!" broke 

in old Tom, hastily; "how her moind 
work, it costs money. But that false : does be wandering! Sure, we've allowed 
economy which would stop the vent and 
leave the bung out is the only kind of 
economy to be denounced. The masses 
graduate from the district school. And 
in order, viewed in a strictly economical 
point, to get the value of the money al
ready being paid for them, they should 
be brought up to the most effective 
working condition. But when viewed 

her to talk too much intirely, so we 
have." 

A Sensitive Woman. 

The following is told of a resident of 
Iowa: The case of Mrs. E. Winship, 
who resides in Shellrock, Butler county, 
is a remarkable one. The slightest odor 

from an educational point, the great I 0f tobacco, ether, chloroform, turpen-
need of bringing them up to this condi- : benzine, kerosene, or prussie acid, 
tion can not be over-estimated. j ^ jf si10 inhales it, throw her into 

Says Prof. J. H. Thompson, Supt. of j violent convulsions. So sensitive is she 
the public schools of Des Moines, as re- j to the effect that she is obliged to shut 
ported in the Chicago Journal: "Of i herself wholly in a room by herself. 
200 pupils who enter our schools in the j These convulsions increase in severity 
primary grades, not more than fifty en
ter the lligh School, and of these, not 
more than fifteen ever graduate. This 
is not a desirable condition, but it is a 
fact. It is true, then, that the district 
schools are emphatically the 'people's 
colleges.' The aim of the true educator 
should be to prepare pupils to go out, 
and not itp. That is, the effort should 
be continually to prepare pupils for ac
tive, practical life, rather than to pre
pare them for promotion to higher 
grades." 

"To prepare pupils to go out " is the 
distinctive work of our district schools. 
When this is recognized as the peculiar 
work of our district schools, they will 
not be deemed expensive, nor will any 
of their effective agencies be deemed 
"an useless and unnecessary expense." 
The county superintendency has a di
rect and powerful bearing for good up
on the district schools. I give an ex
tract from a letter, date of Dec. 4, 1877, 
received from Hon. L. R. Thompson, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruc
tion of Nebraska: "It is astonishing to 
me that any man of even average intel
ligence should deny the value of county 
supervision of scnools. Compare the 
educational progress of Ohio and Penn-
svlvania for the last twenty-five years, 
'fhen Ohio was far ahead. But the 
county supervision of Pennsylvania has 
led her to overtake Ohio and surpass 
her. I speak of country schools. Cit
ies and towns are not so much affected 
by this agency." Cities and towns gen
erally have their schools under strict 
supervision. Country and village 
scnools are the ones mostly benefitted 
by county supervision. Yet, cities and 

at each repetition, and a few days since 
a man entered the house with a piece of* 
tobacco in his mouth before the family, 
were aware of it, and, although the 
rooms were thoroughly ventilated by 
leaving the doors aud windows open, 
enough of the odor of tobacco remained 
to produce these convulsions when Mrs. 
Winship came into the room, and for 
some hours it was thought she would 
not recover. Extraordinary precautions 
are used to prevent those who hm 
bacco from going to the house. • . > -

Last year, at the Centennial exhibi
tion, there was exhibited a mammoth 
grape-vine, from Santa Barbara, Cal., 
which attracted great attention. The 
Trade Journal lately noticed a mon
strous bunch of grapes, exhibited in San 
Francisco, from an off-shoot of this vine 
planted sixteen years ago. This cluster 
of grapes is reported to have weighed^ 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds;. 
was six feet in circumference and eight 
feet long. The vine itself is said to pro-s 
duce from ten thousand to twelve thou
sand pounds of grapes annually. 

Sago is the product of various raftM 
and other trees in India, Ceylon, and 
many other Eastern countries. It isob-' 
tained by washing the pith with water 
and drying the sediment, after which tho 
sago appears in round grains, somewhat 
varying in size, or in small granulated 
masses. The grains, although so hard 
when dry as not to be easily broken by 
the teetn, yet absorb water readily, and 
make a good food when prepared at 
puddings or gruel. 


