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( I rv J? 1 RECTORY.
“

GU.it. 11 RAUGH.
C. MeCARTY.

Marshal.. \V. a. LINDLY.
XrnSKS? J. K. J< >HNS( IN.

GKO. R. LEE.
SSSSmL’ouimissioner J. W. OCAIN.

TRUSTEEB.
i M. P. Givens,

Ist Wanl, 11,. k. Dutton.
I "’m. 'i vnmoN.w»rd [ Wm. H. Wray.

. i ii. R. Perdue,
""nl' fl>* A. Hurst.

~
... . IF. L. Downing,

th ( J. H. Green.

c 11UKCII DIKECTOIIY.

1 >APTIST CHUM®. Bev. J. F. Ctmw, i>:;s-
J ) tor. Services ut 10 1* a. in., and 7! t p. in.

Sunday-school 9a. in. Pmyor-meet Ing Thurs-
day evenings. *

ME. CHURCH. Rev. C. li. Clark, pastor.
• Sendees at 10*4 a. in., anil seven n. in.

Sunday-school 2p. ill. Prayer meetings Thurs-
day evenings.

OIMPSON CHARGE.—(M. E.) Rev. C. L. Stak :
* ’ ford, pastor. Services at 10‘, a. in., and 7
p. m. Sunday-school ut 2p. in. Prayer meet-
ings Thursday evenings.
( CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. Rev. J. E.
v ' Snowden, pastor. Services at ll)S *• ,n

->

and 7p. in. Sumlay-sehool at 12!» m. I rayer
meetings Thursday evenings.

1/URST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.- Rev. H.
I S. Snodgrass, pastor. Sendees at 11 a. m.,
and 6!, p. m. Sunday-school at 9‘f a. ni.

/ 1 UMBER LAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,

v No pastor.

I.''PISCO PAL CHURCH. Rev. James Allen,
1 j rector. Sendees at Id 1 * a. m., and t/t p*

ni. Sunday-seiiool at 12:15 m.

I ’’'XIVEKSALISTStXTETY.—No regular ser-
E vices. Sunday-school at 3p. in.

/ tHRISTIAN CHURCH.—No pastor. Ser-
V vices at 10** a. in., and 7p. in. Sunday-

school at 2** p. in. Prayer meetings Thursday
evenings.

¦ p. CHURCH.— Rev. R. A. McAykal, pus-
t *tor. Services 10 1. a. in., 7 p. in. Suntluy-

school «!* a. m. Prayer meetings Thursday
evenings.

M. E. CHURCH. —(colored) Rev.
*»

, pastor. Services 10*i a. in.
Sunday-school 3*4 p. m.
FRIENDS’ MEETING. On Ist and 4th duysjof
I the week, at 10 a. in.; on Ist day ut 7p. in.

Sunday-school immediately after sendee on Ist
day morning.

masonic"
rnui-LUMINAR LODGE, No. IS, A. F. A A. M.
I stated communication Friday evening on

or lieforc each full moon.
C. 11. PHELPS, W. M.

T. H. Green, See'y.

I I 111AM CHAPTER, No. fi. Stated eommu-
I I ideation Wednesday evening before lull

moon. H. R. KENI>IG, 11. P.
E. Raker, See’y.

/ VSKALOOSA COUNCIL, R. & S. M., No. 7.' '

Meets at Masonic Hall tirst Monday even-
ing in each mouth. 11. HOWARD, T. I. M.

R. P. Hacon, Recorder.

DE PA YEN’S OOMMANDERY, K. T.. No.
Stated communications second Tuesday

c\etlillg in each mouth.
11. C. LEIGHTON, E. C.

John 11. Pehry, Recorder.

Transient lirethren of any degree invited to
meet with ns.

I. O. <*. 1\

Mahaska LODGE. No. M, 10. O. f. Reg
ular meeting Saturlay evening of each

week. 1). W. GRIER. \. G.
w. b. Ingels, See'y.

/ 10MMEKC1AL IdIDEE, No. 12H, 1.0. O. F.—
’

Meets in the third story of No. 11, Union
block, every Wednesday evening.

CHAS. blattneh, n. g.
Frank Kelly. See'y.

HEACON LODGE. No. 264, 1. O. O. F.-Meets
ever/ Saturday night.

J. W. no WEN, N. G.
S. W. Jones, See’y.

( \SKALOOSA ENCAMPMENT, No. 13, I. O.* *

O. F.—Meeds Ist and 3d Mondav nights in
each month. HAM DUKE, C. P.

A. Fd.HLiNOEn. Scribe.
( \nn FELLOWS’ PROTECTIVE ASSOCIA-’

' TIO\ of Oskaloosa.—Meets regularly eve-
re ;kl Thursday evening in each month.

D. SHRIVER, Pres.
E. B vCH, See’y.

Brethren visiting the city are invited to meet
with us.

I. O. G. T.
( VSRALOOSA LODGE, No. MO. The nhonll
* "

nate iaxlge meets every Monday evening
in old Masonic hull, over National State*
Bank. Ik*gree Lodge meets every Ist anil 3d
Friday evenings in each month. Members of
the order visiting in the city are cordially invi-
ted to meet with ns. W. it. LACEY, W. c. T.

Wm. p. Bellings, W. s.

FIRM COMPANIES.
1 The regular meetings are held on the*
»• Ist Wednesday of each month at 7

P* m* M. W. EDSON, Foreman.
W. W. Douglass, see’y.

VO* »> The Regular meetings are held on the
-*¦

~

Ist Tue*s<la.v of e:u*h mouth at 7 p. in.

ED. STEWARD, Foreman.
Fred Hedger, See’y.

O. • » The regular meetings an* held on the
?>. IstandAlThursdavsofevery month

at 7:30 p. m. FRANK HARVEY, F< reman.
Frank Lindsay, See’y.

LIVERY.
I IVERV, AND OMNIBUS LINE. For the
I i tx-st livery in town call nt the liashaw or

City Liveries of Downing, MeMulliii & Co. Oni-
nibusses to uml from all trains on Central and
K. A I). railroads. 22

A fTORNEYS-AT-LA \Y.
TOHN A. HOFFMAN,

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
and Notary Public, North side square, Oskaloo-
sa, lowa. 42

i.. ii. ina.k, h. ini.i.is.
Oskaloosa, lowa. New Sharon, lowa.
II OLE & IIILLIS,
1 1

.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
(Nkaloosa and New Sharon, lowa. Prompt at-
tention ifiven to collections. Probate business
ami conveyancing carefully attended to. < mice,
up-stairs, south-west corner public square, Os-
kaloosa; and with I>r. Page, New Sharon. IRI

I kAVKNPOBTA ANDERSON.
1 ' ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

Oskaloosa. lowa. Office over Fmnkel A Co’s
bank. Collections made a speciality. Business
attended to in all the courts of the State 2!l

HOLT< IN a MoOOY.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

Oskaloosa, lowa. (iflice in Exchange block, over
Vernon’s store. Business attended to in all the
courts of the State. Conveyancing and collect-
ing promptly attended to. 2!)

IP W. RICE.
J ;

„
. ATTORNEY AT LAW,

And solicitor of American and European put-
ents. Office No. H2O F. street, near treasurybuilding, W ashington, I). C. Practice in the Su-
preme court of the United States, Court of
Claims, Courts of the District of Columbia.
Business before any of the Executive Depart-
ments of the Government promptlv attended to
Patents obtained in Washington. London, Puris
Brussels, Vienna, and St. Petersburg!!. 33

JOHN F. LACEY,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

and Government Claim Agent. Office over the
National State Rank, Oskaloosa, lowa. Prompt
attention given to collections. Probate business
will receive careful attention. Business attend-
ed to in the U. 8. and State courts. 1!»

OC. G. PHILLIPS,
•

_
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

1 *"lr ' IUKuranee, and Real Estate Agent,
Oskaloosa, i<iwa . office over Phelps A Gould’sboot and shoe store, south side s<iuare. 16
I>OBERT KLSSICK,

n0,..,, jsssfls \se;
suumreTiipSiura Utwiif V nion Hlock, uorth sid ‘‘

iU *f*ve special attention tossfttsagarogßar'*** iir
WESS3SU M< MILLE.N.' ISn ’N

ATTORNEYS AT T xw
and Notaries Public. (mice on west side ....iJ
lie square, in Williams’ old office. Street’s blockOskaloosa, lowa. wwwb block,

\\T S. KENWORTHY,
*> • ATTORNEY AT LAW

Oskaloosa, lowa. Office in Herald Block, overT. K. Smith's store.

w. W. HASKELL. L. A. SCOTT

Haskell a scorr,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

Oskaloosa, lowa. Office upstairs in Phoenix
block, south side square. 40

I RAJ. ALDER,
„

ATTORNEY AT LAW,
City, lowa. Successor to Ju<lge W. E.

Miller. K$

LEO. W. LAKKEKTV. J. KELLY JOHNSON,

1 AFFERTY A JOHNSON,
fV. . ATTORNEYS AT LAW.
m.t. lowa. Office In Union block, north

public square, up-stairs. 47

M. E. CUTTS.
S EEV EUs &CUTTS,
Office in Union m, .ATTORNEYS AT LAW.
lie square. Block, up-stairs, north side pub-

n
J. A. L. CBOOkmaV" **-

QROOKIIAM a GLEASON.
" OLEAB°N-

Notaries Public and GW^NEYH at LAW,
Hill practice in the «eveSJSSSK u

C‘*‘“Agents.
Collections promptly attend.!. *. of ,he State.
National State bank. to ’ °®‘* over

j 35

PHYSICIANS »nd SUIIGKONs
I) A. HURST,

~~
‘

‘ on south side ®°N-

Wilson’s store, Oskaloosa, lowa. ***«» 4

IJ C. HUNTSMAN.

T") A. HOFFMAN.
Office in Rhinekart’V
corner public square. Oskaloosa, iowa R<S-
ISS«“ Btreet ’ thn* east of pS

WL. CHAMBERLIN.
~

• PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON««oe In National State Bank building tirst
Tow ly lUxxjnJer s 3* o>k£

\\TM, FULLER, M. D.,
HOMCEOAFTHIC PHYSICIAN

of the B,L uare « «tDr.
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MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Mahaska county medical society.—
Meets on the first Tuesday in each month,

at the office of Dr. Gruwell, at 2 o’clock, p. m.
A by-law of the society reads as follows: “Any
member failing to attend a meeting for six
months loses his membership.” Members are:

Dr. D. A. Hurst, office on Main street.
Dr. H. C. Huntsman, office on High street.
Dr. J. P. Gruwell, “ “

Dr. Win. Butler, “
“

Dr. D. 11. Hare, office on Main street.
Dr. H. It. Page, office at New Sharon.
Dr. W. E. Chamberlin, office at Beacon.
Dr. Wm. M. Bonnet, office at Indianapolis.
Dr. W. L. McAllister, office at New Searon.
Dr. W. L. Chamberlin, See’y, office on Main

street. R*

DENTISTS.

DR. M. L. JACKSON,
SURGEON DENTIST.

Office in Exchange
Block, on High street,
Oskaloosa, lowa, over

’,H "id's drug store.
oxide gas nu-

laini-len-d Oi<- i x-
traction of teeth. 10

I4RS. ROUNDS & MeCARTY,
SURGEON DENTISTS.

»ill per- j-- warr ant
form all o Yi At- -v/frsatisfuc-
dental lion. Vi-
operati’s

-fjr'ft* tali zed
as reas- vj..A , air given
on'ble as ; TT-j——and teeth
any oth- e.\trad’d
e r tirst- with out
cla’sden- •/** pain. Of-
tists in ¦ ?*Y V, nee over
Oskaloo- '¦*£

_ Bacon &
sa, and Bros., on
south side public* square, Oskaloosa, lowa. 1

WELLS AND PUMPS.

Well-Digging
—and —

Pump Repairing.

Wells and Pumps and Wells.

Henry Newton.

lam pnfind tQ make every man a well. Givem# your custom and save money.

Pumps and Wells and Pumps.

Special attention given to reiaLr n<r numbsana putting pumps into deen well. a?i

New Store!

S. C. PURDY & CO.

Just opened, a new and complete stock of

Groceries,
and

Provisions.

A full assortment of everything in our line at
our new store room on

SOUTH SIDE OF SQUARE.

We defy competition,
As our goods were bought on the market at the

lowest cash price.

Give us a call and we will try and make it an
object for you to triple with us.

Highest market price paid for

country produce.

Remember the place, south side square,
ARCH frRONT.

MAHASKA COUNTY.

A Brief Historical Sketch of its Past,

Present and Future; wiTn a partial

Description of its Vast Resources—
Agricultural, Mineral and otherwise;

By the Editor of the Oskaloosa Her-
ald, who has been a Resident of the

County for Twenty-seven Years.

History, Webster says, is “an account

“of that which is known to have occurred;
“a record of the past; a narrative of*
“events; a true ston/, in distinction from
“a romance; a statement of the progress
“of a nation or an institution, with philo-
“osophical inquiries respecting effects and
“causes.” This is just what we propose
to give so far as relates to a narrative of
one of the best counties in lowa. Our
little sketch will touch lightly on the past,
draw principally on tlTe present and, spec-
ulate somewhat on the future; for these
are what we must deal with in our every
day life as citizens of the great common-
wealth. We shall deal strictly in facts;
shall not attempt to cover defects that
may exist in our county, by highflown sen-
tences, hut shall tell a straightforward
story as seen by us in a twenty-seven
years’ residence in the county. We have
a great country; it is yet in its infancy;
is undeveloped, and to more than one-half
of the citizens of the States farther east,
almost unknown. Eastern people know
there is an Iowa; know it is a good State;
has a high name, hut so far as particular-
izing is concerned, they are sadly ignorant
of it. We hope this may be read hv
thousands in other States, and in view of
this shall give a few brief notes about our
State; what it was and what it is, that
the stranger reader may the better locate
our county:

IOWA.

The name is Indian, and is said by ma-
ny to have been the name of an Indian
maiden, but this is not true. The State
received its name in this wise: Many
moons since a tribe of Indians were driv-
en from the great lakes westward, and
crossing the Father of Waters in searcli
of new hunting grounds, were so struck
with the beauties of our State, that their
universal exclamation was “E-o-wah,”—

“beautiful,” and immediately chose it for
their home. English pronunciation easily
made it sound “lowa,” and the tribe of
Indians received the name of loways in
English, though in their native dialect they
went by some outlandish jawbreaker that
we have not on our pencil point.

Previous to 1763, as part of Louisana,
this Shite belonged to France. It was
then ceded to Spain. Thirty-seven years
it remained under the rule of that king-
dom, if rule it could be called, for itexisted
only in name, and then France again be-
came the owner, but three years after ceded
it to the United States—April 30, 1803.
It was buffeted about, first iu the “Terri-
tory of Louisiana,” next in the “Territory
of Missouri,” then part of the “Territory
of Michigan,” next part of the “Territory
of Wisconsin,” and eventually with Min-
nesota it was formed into the “Territory of
lowa,” June 12, 1838. Finally, “a knock
was heard at the doors of Congress, and
a feeble voice from hereaway demanded
admission as a State.” December 28,
1846 it was admitted into the Union as a
State, at which time it had a population of
97,588. That was twenty-eight years ago.
Please bear that in mind. Now it has
1,500,000 as good citizens as ever swung
an ax or held a plow. lowa’s eastern
boundary is the Mississippi river, while
the turbid Missouri, four hundred miles
away, marks its western border; it extends
from 43 degrees 30 minutes on the north,
to 40 degrees 31 minutes on the south, a
distance of about 200 miles. The rivers
form two great routes for cheap freights,
and mighty outlets for the products of
this Valley of Eden. Although the iron
rail is fast taking the place of the slower
mode of river navigation, we can but re-
member thankfully the great arteries that
supplied us in our day of need, and are
to-day a sure protection against the grasp-
ing hands of monied monopolies, and we
again thankfully remember that during
over three-fourths of the year these great
arteries afford competition in freight with
the faster mode of travel by rail. The
State is well watered, the principal rivers
being the Des Moines, Skunk, lowa, Tur-
key, Cedar and others. The whole surface
is well supplied with running streams of
various sizes, fed by springs. In the
northern part of the State are many lakes
where sportsmen can find the rarest sport
both winter and summer, fishing and hunt-
ing.

lowa is about three-fourths prairie, and
right here we want to say a word to disa-
ubse the minds of our eastern readers
who have never seen a prairie, and who
imagine it is a great flat plain on which
grows only coarse sand grass ; that it can-
not he drained, and of poor soil; and who
think we must skirt the streams to farm.
A prairie in lowa, and especially in Ma-
haska county, dear reader, is a beautiful
undulating roll of ground, which reminds
one of the waves of the sea, sufficiently
rolling to carry off the water, and just the
proper slope for a nice field. These are

skirted or divided at short distances by
streams of living water, along which may
he found timber sufficient for all pur-
poses. As to the soil: the field is there,
already cleared; no grubbing, no brush
cutting, no stump pulling, no ten years’
slavery generally; but the first year you
break, put in your crop, and fence after-
wards if you desire, and that fall you
gather a crop that will average well with
almost any eastern or middle State. The
second year you have the ground in splen-
did condition, and from that on, with less
work and one half the manuring, you can
reap double the crop the played-out soil
of the States east will yield. This is not
exaggeration. A man may buy in March
a piece of wild prairie and in the fall he
can gather a good crop therefrom. But
this cannot be done without work. We
have a splendid soil, from one to five feet
deep, but we have never yet seen a piece
yield a crop without it was worked. The
surface of the State gradually rises from
the south-east to the north-west, and is a

succession of “gentle elevations and de-
gressions, without abrupt elevations ex-

HANKING.

Banking House
—O F

Frankel, Bach &Co.
Will receive deposits and transact a general

bunking, exchange and collection business, the
same as an incorporated bank.

Seven i»er cent interest allowed on deposits
left for six mouths.

Exchange on uli the principal cities in the Uni-
ted Suites, and on all cities of Europe in sums
to suit purchasers.

We pay the highest market price for Oskaloo-
sa City orders and Mahaska County warrant*.

Collections will receive prompt attention.
We do a strictly legitimate banking business,

and give the wants of customerss|iecial atten-
tion. Respectfully,

FRANKEL, BACH A CO.
Oskaloosa, Nov. 13, 1873. lOyl.

FOUNDRY.

J. C. Harrington’s

Foundry Ulld Stove Shop.
Main Street, west of Central depot.

I am prepared to do all kinds of brass and
iron easting on short notice and in liest style.

REALESTATE AGENCY.
John F. Lacey‘s

LAND AGENCY.
I have on my books a large number of

farms and houses in town. Also many thous-
and a« r*s of wild land. If you have real estate
to sell or wish to buy. give me a call. I pay
taxes in any part of the State. Conveyancing
done. 10

Wm. Burnside,

LAND AGENT,
—and —

Examiner of land titles and Notary Public.

1 have only set of abstracts in Mahaska county.

I NS GRANGE.
TIME-TRIED AND FIRE-TESTED.

Total losses paid over 000.000.

Cash Assets 1,738,92«.98. Agency of

PHOIX INSURANCE CO.,
OF HARTFORD, CONN.

Fi r twenty yetr s one of the leading agency
companies in the United States.

J. M. LOUGHRIDGE,
Justice of the Peace, and Insurance agent. Of-
liee over Lyman Jt Trask’s store, west side public
square. 30

PRODUCE DEALERS.

E. E. Tucker,
dealer in

Grain and Seeds,

LIVE STOCK,
Hides, Pelts and Eggs,

Oskaloosa ami New Sharon.

Warehouse opposite Central Depot. Office at
Hide store, north of the square, Oskaloosa. Mr.
John W. Faxon will be found at Tucker’s eleva-
tor, New Sharon. 42

TAILORING.

A. Anderson,

Merchant Tailor.
With Hawkins & Parker

All styles of men and boys’ clothing cut and
made to order.

All work warranted.

A tine stock of piece goods always on hund.

PLANING MILL.
J. J. BUNDY. HAMDUKE.

Bundy & Duke,
Proprietors of

OSKALOOSA PLANING MILL,
Corner of High and Miulison streets, Oskaloo-

sa, lowa, manufacturers of

Sash, Doors, Blinds, Window
and Door Frames, etc., etc.

Planing, re-sawing, scroll sawing, etc., done to
older and on short notice. Prompt atten-

tion given to orJers.

Corn shelling done at all times.

GUNSMITH.

David Skriver’B

Gunsmith Shop,
East High St., 2 doors east of planing mill.

Iwill always be found ready to accommodate
all who may call on me. I am prepared to

make or repair

Rifles, Shot-guns, Revolvers or pistols
on short notice, in good style, and at lower pri-

ces than lias ever Itcen done in Oskaloosa.

All work warranted.

If you want to save money call and see my
work before you engage elsewhere. I will

also repair door locks and keys, file saws,
and make patterns and models of all

kinds. Shop and residence on
High St., I block east square. 20

PHOTOGRAPHY.
A. W. WARRINGTON. C. 11UTLKR.

WANTED!
Everybody to go to

Warrington & Cj’s.,

who want

GOOD PICTURES.

Finely retouched photos a speciality

Dont wait till the sun is shining but

COME ANY DAY

that is not really a dark one; unless it is with the
babies, who should lie brought as early as

possible on a bright day, as pictures can
be made in less time on such days.

REMEMBER TIIE PLACE,

Market St. 2 doors north of Walton’s corner.

GROCERIES.

Bacon Bros.,
Are now permanently located in their

NEW ROOM

second door east of south-east corner of public

square, where they expect to

keep a full line of

Staple and Fancy

GROCERIES!

Fine Teas

made a

SPECIALITY.

The increasing demand for the best brands of
Japan and Oolong teas, have induced us to fur-
nish a la*.ter article in that line than Is usually
found in western groceries. Our price of teas
range from 40 cents to $1.50 pi r pound, so that
all classes can be accoinaiodated. We have also
a great variety of

Spices, Jellies, Canned Goods, etc.

Remember the place, south side square.

Mattison& Bro.,
wholesale and retail dealers in

GROCERIES!
Queensware,

Glass, Lamps, Lamp-fixtures, Pocket and

Table Cutlery, Notions, etc

We have on hand a large stock of everything in
our line, in which we

do not propose to be undersold.

Full set of Granite ware, 4G pieces, for

$5.50.

Canned Coods

As cheap as the cheapest.

rjIEAS from the ,^__nn
A cheapest to the BBS A

Call and exumlne our stock and prices. All
kind of country produce taken

in exchange for goods.

CASH PAID FOR BUTTER and EGGS.
High Street, West of square.

MAHASKA County

k s,.*»r I\ft£ASAWT
s~Cr4 u *rXr\^£c«ovt

//voian-^

1 Sot/* <r/ a s S'

l\ MAftft /SO A/ C£D^ff^^\
s \ V N

-'-vJJv,
__________ ____

The above map as to general outlines is about correct; hut has several omissions. In Black
Oak Tp. should appear Leighton Station on the D. V. R. It. In Richland Tp., the flourishing town
of Granville is omitted; asulso is Union Mills from Union Tp.; Agricola in Pleasant Grove Tp.;
and Beacon in Oskaloosa Tp., all towns of more or less importance. And omits the Muscatine
Western Railroad, a line proposed to run through our northern tier of townships.

“ccpting along the streams, where some
“magnificent scenery in the shape of bluffs
-may be found.” The State has no moun-
tains. and but few very large hills, though
our eastern friends of the “flat belief’
would be well satisfied that it is not all
flat, had they to climb a few of them.

OCR COUNTY.

This county is the garden of the glori-
ous State of lowa, and we do not say this
in a braggadoeia manner, or from partial
views as we shall show by figures ere we
close. Mahaska is situated in the third
tier of counties from the State line on the
south, and fourth from the Mississippi
river on the east, being fifty miles from
Missouri, and seventy-five miles from the
river. The county is twenty-four miles
square, and well watered by the Des
Moines (the largest river in the State),
and Skunk rivers, Middle, Muchachiuock,
Cedar, and a multitude of smaller creeks.
13y the census of 1870, the population was
22,074, and rapidly increasing. The
county is divided into sixteen townships,
each six miles square as follows:

CEDAR TOWNSHIP,
is in the south-east corner of the county;
is a beautiful body of land, principally
prairie, lying on the divide, and has some
of the best farming land in the State. It
was early settled, is well improved, and
has one village—Fremont, of about 200
inhabitants. The township is well wat-

ered by Cedar and other creeks.
IIARP.ISON TP.

west of Cedar is one of the best townships
in the county. The eastern part of the
township is similar to Cedar, while the
western is more broken and better tim-
bered. It has no town, but a corner of
Eddyville juts over from Wajjello county.
Coal is plenty here, and considerably
worked. It is watered by Loss, Kenne-
beck, and other creeks.

DES MOINES TP.,

is next on the west, and is similar to west-
ern Harrison. The Des Moines river runs

diagonally through it from north-west to

south-east; and the Central and D. V.
railroads cross it near the eastern bounda-
ry. Some of the best coal banks in the
county are found here, and are principally
worked about Given Station, at the cross-
ing of the railroads, where several heavy
capitalists known as the lowa Central
Coal Company, have invested, and are
reaping a rich harvest from the “Black
Diamond.” Some of the best building
stone in the State may be found in this
township, near Given. Frank Castles’
quarry near that place furnished the cut

stone for “Herald Block,” “Exchange
Block,” and nearly all the business blocks
of Oskaloosa. Next west is

JEFFERSON Tl\,
settled by as thrifty and industrious farm-
ers as any community can boast of. The
soil is good, fertile and yields abundantly.
It is well watered by Coal, Bluff, and oth-
er creeks, and had it the advantage of a
bridge across the Des Moines, as we hope
soon it will have, would be one of the
most desirable townships in the county to

live in. Some of our heaviest cattle and
hog-raisers live here. There are two post-
offices in the township—Ferry, and Eve-
land Grove. Crossing the Cedar which
forms the boundary between Jefferson and
Scott townships, and within a half mile of
the county line, is a fine iron bridge of the
King patent. This completes the south-
ern tier of townships. North of Jeffer-
son is

SCOTT TP.

The Des Moines River divides the town-
ship, cutting off a strip on the south-west
corner. This was one of the first sections
settled, and at one time the county seat was
talked of at a point herein, but settled on
at the present location. The south and west
parts are well timbered, while the north is
prairie, all well settled and in a high state
of cultivation. Coal and building stone
abound, but are only worked for home de-
mand owing to lack of transportation.
Bellefontaine, the only town, is on the
west side of the river, and is a place of
about 200 inhabitants, with fine church,
school house, three or four stores, etc.
The river is crossed by a ferry. Next east

we find
OSKALOOSA AND SPRING CREEK TPS.

Owing to the fact that Oskaloosa city
is situated on the dividing line, it has been
found more convenient to consider them
as one township, which is done under the
name of Oskaloosa, and is consequently
twelve miles east and west, by six miles
north and south. The Central and Keo-
kuk and Des Moines (formerly Des Moines
Valley) railroads run through this town-
ship, the Central from south to north
through Oskaloosa; the K. & D., from the
south line diagonally to the north-west
corner. Besides the county seat is the
town of Beacon, on the K. & D., 2.V miles
from Oskaloosa. It is one of the thrifti-
est little towns in the county. Ithas 400
inhabitants, a good church, fine brick
school house building, two steam flouring
mills, one a four story brick, which has
few equals in the State; and is surround-
ed by some of the best coal mines in the
State, some of the veins being ten feet in
thickness. Hundreds of tons are daily
shipped from here to all coalless regions,
by the lowa Coal Company and other
smaller shippers. The Mahaska Coal
Company, a new organization is opening
banks west of Beacon, about one mile
from the railroads, and have an B.j- foot
vein now; switches and side tracks will
soon be put in, and they will begin ship-
ping at an early day. The country around
the towns is all in a high state of cultiva-
tion, of which we shall have something
more to say hereafter. East of this we
have

WIIITE OAK Tl*.

This is divided nearly in halves by
South Skunk river, which runs from north-
west to south-east, diagonally through the
township. Some of our finest farms are
in this township. It is well settled by a
thrifty people, whose farms are No. 1.
Some of the best fruit in the county is
raised here. The township is well tim-
bered, well watered and withal a pleasant
place to live. Charles Currier’s grist mill
is in the north-west part of the township,
on the river; and turns out some of the
best flour made. The frame bridge for-

mcrly at this mill has been replaced by a
fine Wrought Iron Tubular Bridge. The
river bottom is made secure against high
water by a fine stone grade from the
bridge to the bluff—half a mile. The
scenery hereabouts is fine. White Oak
P. 0., is the only one in the township.
North of this we have

MONROE TP.

Similar in many respects to White Oak.
It is better timbered than most townships,
is settled by thrifty farmers who have
placed in a high state of cultivation. It
is well watered by numerous streams the
principal of which are North Skunk river,
running from north to south, Middle
Creek through the southern part of the
township, and Cedar creek (the third one
of the name in the county) in the north-
east. The only town is Indianapolis, a
thrifty place of some 400 inhabitants, in
the north-east part of the township, which
has a good trade; it is one of the pro-
posed stations on the contemplated lowa
Southwestern railroad. Hopewell P. 0.,
is half a mile west of the river on the
Oskaloosa and Sigourney road. On the
river where this road crosses, we find the
excellent grist mill of Lord & Co. At
this point another Iron Bridge spans the
stream. This was the first iron bridge of
any kind put up west of the Mississippi
river. About three miles above we find
the grist mill of Smith & Bridges, one of
the nicest and neatest mills we have ever

seen. Another iron bridge spans the riv-
er here for the accommodation of the
traveling public. About three miles above
this, on the township line is located Rob-
erts' grist mill. Another iron bridge is
here found spanning the stream. Next
east we find

ADAMS TP.,

One of the most fertile and best cultiva-
ted in the county. South Skunk river
forms the eastern boundary, and Middle
creek and other streams of smaller mag-
nitude water it. Buck Horn is the only
P. (). The surface is principally prairie,
though timbered along the streams. Some
of the finest farms in the county are here
found, and the industrious occupants have
placed their township in the front rank.
Some of the largest farms in the county
are found herein, from 1000 acres, down.
The Central railroad runs along the west-

ern boundary and the Southwestern rail-
road when built will pass through this
township, and probably make a station.
A splendid stone grade across the South
Skunk bottmu to the J. 11. Warren mill
makes the road passable at all seasons of
the year. This mill is one of the finest
in the State, four stories high and has
a splendid run of custom. An excellent
iron bridge spans the river at this point.

MADISON TP.

The south line of this township is two

and a half miles north of Oskaloosa.
South Skunk river, running from north-
west to south-east divides the township
nearly in halves. The Central Railroad
of lowa runs along the cast line of the
township, but makes no station. A short
distance above the railroad bridge is the
“Upper Mill"owned by Whitmore & Co.,
at present. It is a fine structure on the
main line of travel from Oskaloosa north.
At this point another iron bridge is found,
this time a double span.* Crossing is
made easy here at all times by a fine stone
grade from the bridge to the bluff beyond.
This fertile township is well settled, under
good cultivation, and well supplied with
timber. Next west is

BLACK OAK TP.

This is a prairie township, although the
streams are bordered with the usual sup-
ply of timber. South Skunk runs through
the north-east corner, and Black Oak,
Muckachinock and other creeks drain and
water it. The Keokuk & Des Moines
Bailroad runs diagonally through the low-
er part of the township, and has a station
at the pleasant little village of Leighton.
Here is a fine hotel and Stein’s splendid
steam grist mill. On Skunk river in the
north-west corner of the township, is the
Parker & Cramer mill. A ferry accom-
modates the traveler at this point. The
soil is good, and well cultivated by an in-
dustrious class of farmers. This com-
pletes the third tier of townships. North
of this in the fourth and last tier, we have

RICHLAND TP.

This is the north-west township of the
county. The west part is somewhat bro-
ken and well timbered. A good quality of
building stone here abounds plentifully.
Specimens of it may be seen in the Na-
tional Bank building, and probably others
about Oskaloosa. South Skunk river cuts

off the south-west corner —about one-

fourth of the township. The Robert
Warren flouring mill is locates! on the

river, and has a fine run of custom. A
good frame bridge spans the current there,
and a stone grade, similar to the others
spoken of renders the river passable at

all times. Peoria and Granville are the
towns, each having about 200 inhabitants,
with good churches, etc. Granville has a

fine school-house. The soil is good general-
ly, and in the east part some of the nicest
rolling prairie in the State. The projected
Muscatine Western Railroad passes
through this township. Next east we
find

PRAIRIE TP.

This township is well named, for the
whole surface is a beautiful rolling prairie,
with but little if any timber. The soil is
rich and in a high state of cultivation.
Middle Creek and some smaller streams
drain it. New Sharon is the only town,
though there is a post office, in the south-
west part, called Flint. New Sharon is a
pleasant little place of 800 inhabitants—-
the largest town in the county except
Oskaloosa. It is a depot on the Central
Railroad, (which runs along the eastern
border of the township.) and also on the
line of the Muscatine Western, a projected
line through this tier, and is a place of
considerable business. It has the usual
amount of churches, school-houses, stores,
hotels, a lively newspaper, the Star, and
other branches of business -necessary’ to
accommodate a lively town and a splendid
country around. The town has more than
doubled in size since the advent of the
railroad, two years ago. In the lower
part of this, and contiguous parts of ad-
joining townships, some of the heaviest
cattle feeders and dealers in the county
are found. In and about New Sharon a

majority of the inhabitants are Friends or

Quakers, a splendid class of citizens.
Next east is.

UNION Tl‘.

This is more broken and better supplied
with timber than Prairie, yet has some of
the finest farms and as rich soil as the
county can boast. The North Skunk riv-
er runs from north-west to south-east
through the township. Union and other
creeks traverse it in different directions.
Union Mills, on the river, is the only
town. At this place is a new mill, not
yet completed, to supply the place of the
old ones from which the place was named.
A good frame bridge spans the stream
here, and there is an iron one two miles
above. A short distance above the latter
is a new grist-mill, built by A. Baughman.
Coal has been discovered in this township
and the banks are worked as extensively
as the home demand will justify—New
Sharon, the nearest railroad station, being
too far distant to ship. A large scope
of country to the north depend upon these
mines for coal. An intelligent, drive-ahead
class of farmers make the township a
pleasant, desirable home to live in. The
Muscatine Western survey runs through
this township, and crosses the river near
Union MHls. Next east, and sixteenthly,
we have

PLEASANT GROVE TP,
In the north-east Jcohier of the county.

The general surface is similar to that of
Union township, part prairie and part
timber, considerably broken along the
Skunk river which flows through the south-
west corner. Moon, Pleasant Run and
Cedar creeks, traverse the various parts,
while South English river cuts of the
north-east corner. Many beautiful homes
may be found herein, and a good soil and
thrifty farmers add to its worth. Agri-
cola is the only town therein. It is a
small place in the north part. The Mus-
catine Western railroad survey runs
through the township, and is to make a
station therein. At present they are a
long ways from market, but the comple-
tion of either the Southwestern or Mus-
catine Western railroads will give them a
good market.

By perusing the foregoing, and referring
to the map above, some idea of the coun-
ty, its formation, location, etc., may be
had. We have no wish to exaggerate ;

would feel we were doing the reader and
the county an injustice, but do honestly
believe that lowa is the best State in the
1 nion and Mahaska the best county in
lowa.

TIIE SOIL.

The soil is a rich black loam, of remarka-
ble depth and fertility, and never fails to
produce a good crop. Corn, wheat, oats,

potatoes, anything we plant yields a good
harvest. Notwithstanding the groat min-
eral wealth of Mahaska county, its coal,
iron ore, building stone, clay, etc., the
impartial judge must admit that in its
broad acres lie the great mine of wealth
of the county. Twenty-four miles square
of as rich land as the sun ever shone up-
on, capable, every acre, of being put in
a tillable condition, must, as the reader
can sec at a glance, hold in its palm a
great future for the county. A single
glance at the map of lowa, of to-day, is
sufficient to give the reader a correct idea
of its vast undeveloped resources. Think
of its age—less than quarter of a century.
Naturally it must be to a great extent de-
void of the numerous heavy capitalists so
common to so many of the older States,
and yet we find over 2000 miles of rail-
road now in operation. Where does the
money come from ? Evidently from East-
ern capitalists, not loaned, but invested
by themselves, after personal investigation
and certainty in their own minds that so
rich a soil cau never fail to make railroads
or any other proper investment pay. The
capitalist does not blindly invest his mon-
ey, but by careful investigation has assur-
ed himself that the great untold and un-
developed agricultural resources of lowa
willamply repay him for his investment.
As it is with the State, so it is with the
county, for Mahaska is as rich a county
as productive lowa can boast of. Wheat,
corn, oats, rye, barley, buckwheat, potatoes,
sorghum, flax, hay, vegetables, etc., are
some of the products we raise, and not
least of our attractions to the herder is
the vast ranges of free meadow to be
found wherever the fence has not been
made and the sod turned, and every year
thousands of cattle avail themselves of
this meadow for a livelihood during two-
thirds of the season.

TIIE PRODUCTS

are varied, and consist of almost every-
thing common to the climate, though corn
and wheat are the principal. The county
contains 368,640 acres, of which 200,000
are under the plow, and the balance awaits
the coming man who willbring it to that
useful and profitable state, when it shall
blossom, not as the rose, but in a more
useful and profitable manner. Of the
above, 60,000 acres were sown in wheat,
as shown by the census of 1870, from
which were gathered 1,000,000 of as good
wheat as ever was ground, being a count}'
average of 16 bushels. And 54,065 acres
were planted in corn, from which was
gathered 2,187,663 bushels, averaging 41
bushels to the acre. In 1872 over 3,000,-
000 bushels of corn were gathered. This
year we have a much larger area, and will
undoubtedly gather 4.000,000 bushels,
and the average will be nearer seventy
bushels to the acre. Mahaska ranked as
the second corn growing county in the
State of lowa, and lowa is the second
corn growing State in the Union, which
places us high in the hog and hominy
business. Of other products, the yield
was large, as a few of the following fig-
ures willshow : Bushels of oats, 255,-
373 ; Irish potatoes, 78,449 ; apples,
11,834; gallons of sorghum, 79,616;

pounds of butter 393,873 ; pounds of
wool, 199,571 ; tons of hay, 37,244.

FRUITS.

For a long time it was generally be-
lieved that fruit could not be raised in
lowa, but the beautiful samples we yearly
show as a common average of our crops,
are fast dispelling the delusion, and the
minds of the people are awakened to the
fact that lowa will in ten years—when
the orchards have a little more age, be
the best fruit State in the West, and Ma-
haska is well represented in this respect.
The apple is the principal fruit, and the
yield hist year was 11,834 bushels, but we
raise some very nice peaches, and pears,
plums, cherries, grapes, currants, goose-
berries, blackberries, raspberries, straw-
berries, etc., are almost certain crops and
of the most delicious quality. Wild fruits
are abundant, such as plums, cherries,
gooseberries, strawberries, blackberries,
raspberries and crab-apples. The largest
orchard in the State is in Mahaska county
—the property of Hon. John N. Dixon,
three miles west of Oskaloosa, consisting
of 11,000 trees, as thrifty and beautiful
as was ever seen. Many have from 1,000
to 5,000 trees in various parts of the
county, and we feel safe in saying that
five or ten years hence we will discount
some of the fruit states east. There are
many reasons why fruit did not flourish
well here in the early days. The first and
most important is that the right kind of
fruit was not cultivated. The grower
planted out his favorite Ohio apple, prob-
ably brought from that State, and never
asked why it did not thrive well, but be-
came disheartened because the tree that
that was acclimated to old Ohio would not
put its best foot forward in new lowa.
Experience is a splendid teacher, and soon
it taught us that we must choose those
kinds of fruit best adapted to our climate.
“Buthow will we find it out ?” “Only one
way to do it, and that is to experiment,”
and at it they went, not expecting to reap
much benefit from it themselves, but in-
tending to leave posterity a valuable in-
heritance. Itproved, however, a less task
than they supposed and a few years caused
the scales to fall from their eyes and the
lesson was learned, though much yet re-
mains to learn. Another reason, the win-
ters are not half as cold as they were 20
years since, and that is accounted for by
the many buildings erected, the cultivated
earth being warmer, and the numerous
fires continually kept up carrying their
warmth through the whole land. All
these things combined have improved fruit
and its culture, until lowa is regarded as

a good fruit country, as instance the fact
that it carried off the first premium at the
National Fruit Show, a year or two since,
and that with less than average collection
of premium fruit

COAL.

Thousands of years ago, when Great
Architect was forming this country, de-
void of the mighty forests placed in less
favored countries, He did not forget us,
or that we would need fuel, but stored
away beneath the -soil inexhaustible stores
of the best bituminous coal for man’s use
and oomfort. Every day the extent of
the field is increased by new discoveries,
and we sometimes feel like saying that
the whole surface of the State is under-
laid with this useful mineral, and of it all
we have the pleasure and pride of know-

in.H that Mahaska coal (or Oskaloosa coal
a> it is generally called) is the liest in the
Mate. In Mahaska there is hardly a
point that you can sink a shaft without
striking the precious -Black Diamond.”
-Fhe \ eins in this county range iroin three
to ten feet thick, being generally five to
seven, and as we said before of the best
quality, and will compare favorably with
that of any other part of the world, and
stands next to the anthracite of Pennsyl-
vania. The following was published in
our paper, the Oskaloosa Herald, Feb-
ruary 12, 1874.

MAHASKA COUNTY COAL.
Mahaska is known the west over, as the best

coal county in lowa. We do not say this in u
spirit of boasting, for the figures will bear us
out ill all we say. In fact our object in present-
inK this article is to Rive a few of the mining
statistics of our county, showing the vast
amount handled yearly. Marion county on our
west is also very rich in this mineral, and stands
“ext to Mahaska, although want of railroad fa-
cilities has retarded Its development somewhat.

State Geologist White visited our county dur-
ing his official term, and reports as follows in his
wxirk: “None of the coal counties of lowa, so
* far as is now known, exceed Mahaska county
“as regards Its supplies of coal. * * So
“far as the quantity of coal now mined is con-
| wnusl, Mahaska is much in advance of any of
the others. Although the greater part of the
mines of the eounty have been examined, the
format ion contained therein has not been stud-
ied as a whole, within its limits, with sufficientthoroughness to give a clear statement of the“number of different beds of coal It may eon-“tain, and their relations with the strata.” Hespeaks of the important mines on Iluek creek

in tile north part of the county; of Spring
creek and its tributaries, lined with coal from
their scouroes to the river, and as he thinks in
two veins, both workable. He speaks of the
mines around the outskirts of Oskaloosa, vary-
ing from three to six feet in thickness, ami
which he thinks underlie the whole town. He
says: “At Oskaloosa Station, two and a half
“miles from town, the most important mines yet
“opened in the State arc located. At the time I
“visited these mines, the coal presented a thiek-
“ness of from live to eight feet of solid, good
“coal. It is reported to show a still greater
“thickness on further working.” Great chang-
es have been made in the mines at Beacon, how-ever, since Prof. White paid his visit there.
W here they mined one bushel then, they can
take out five now. The mines at Given werejust opening when lie was there; now they are
as important as those of Beacon, and the lowa
Central Coal Co., of Given, vies with the lowa
Coal Co., Beacon, for the championship. Being
asked to estimate the proliable amount of coal
in Mahaska eounty. Prof. White after careful
figuring said it would average a Ikhlfive feed thick
under the whole surface of the eountv. This
coal has other qualifications than quantity to
recommend it as you cun find out bv going into
any of the western markets and asking for the
best coal; “Oskaloosa coal,” (as it is invariably
‘¦ailed from the county) will Ik? recommendod toyou. So popular has this coal become, that buy-
ers are becoming a little particular in tracing
the i>cdigroe of the coal they buy to see thatthey art; not being swindled by huving some in-
ferior article put on them from some othermines, less popular, as some unprincipled deal-ers in other parts of the State sell their coal as
OskaliKisa coal. This coal is nearly all minedby what is known ns “surface” mining, or drift-
ing. the shaft opening up into the hill; being
easily handled and cheaply mined. Coal never
sells lien? for more than ten cents per bushel, de-
livered in your coal house, and for some time
this season it sold for eight cents. A good quali-
ityof nut coal, just such as we use all the time
for our engine which runs our) presses, can be
bought for six cents.

The geologist in his examinations saved speci-
mens, labeled them, and at a proper time sub-
jected them to test, the results of which are giv-
en below, in part:

“Burdens Mink, nearOskaloosa.—The coal
“is very compact, hard and brittle. It is uot
“very well laminated and breaks into quite irreg-
ular fragments. It is quite clear and glossy,
“with no mineral charcoal or pyrite. There are
“some seams of calcareous matter. The coke
"has a metallic lustre and is cellular. The ash
“iswhite with a faint red tinge.

Composition,

“Moisture 5.51
“V<>lat lie combustible, 42.27
“Fixed carbon, 48 00
“Ash, 4.50

100.00
"COMPOSITION CALCULATEDON DKIKDCOAL.

“Volatile combustible 44.01
"Fixed carbon 50.85
“Ash,

; 4.74

100.00
“Gahketson & Seevkus’ Mine,—(now known

"as the I). W. Jones mine, Oskaloosa).- The coal
"is firm and com pact, breaks with smooth, clean
“surface. The edges of the sample are rather
"dull,and art! covered with a thin coating of cal-
"careous matter, mixed with a little red iron
“oxyd. The ash is almost white, with a faint
“yellow tinge. The analysis gives
“Moisture, 6.14
“Volatile combustible 44.38
“Fixed carbon, 48.20
“Asli 1.22

100.00
DRIED COAL.

"Volatile combustible, 47.35
“Fixed carbon, 51.46
"Ash 1.29

100.00"
Nichols’ Mine lie reports as tolerably com-

pact; some mineral charcoal and calcareous mat-
ter is present. Analysis:
"Moisture, 3.28
“Volatile combustible, 40.28
“Fixed carbon, 55.15
“Ash » 1.29

100.00
DRIED COAL.

“Volatile combustible, 41.65
“Fixinl carbon, 57.10
"Ash 1.34

100.00”
Others arc given, but the above arc enough to

show the quality of coal. The coke is spoken of
as splendid. It is impossible to give a stranger
a fair idea of the resources in this direction, but
the letter of the State Geologist wherein he says
it will average a 5 foot vein under the whole sur-
face of the county, can give some idea of its ex-
tent. To form an idea of its vastness one has
only to watch the coal-trains on either of our
roads, the D. V. reaching north-westward to the
fuel-less regions of the pruirie country beyond
Des Moines, the Central supplying the equally
destitute regions of northern lowa and the
Stute of Minnesota. This wealth is being rapid-
lydeveloped and worked, and as a faint idea of
what we are doing in that line we submit a few
figures on shipments with some careful estimates
based on facts in our possession. We made a re-
quest of all the mines to send us their products,
but as but few huve responded, we give such as
we have :

The Hardin & Mahaska Coal Company, ship-
I>ed during the year 1873, over the Central road,
7,845 ears, equal to 86,295 tons or 2,157,375 bush-
els. This company receives the products of the
lowa Central Coal Compauy, and hence in our
table the products of that company will be
shown twice, though counted but once in the
grand total.

The lowa Coal Company at Beacon shipped
during the year ending Dec. 31,1,138,217 bushels
of coal over the Des Moines Valley road.

The lowa Central Coal Company of Oskaloosa,
(works at Given), shipped during the year 1873,
beginning about midsummer, 1,109,193 bushels
of coal, over the Central road; this amount as
above mentioned, is counted in the shipments
of the H. A M.

The National Coal and Mining Company of
Leighton, shipped over the D. V. tt. K., during
the year 1873, 168,000 bushels. They operate one
mine.

D. W. Jones, mine half mile east of town,
from August last, mined 21,000 bushels for home
consumption.

Win. E. Evans, from the Buck Creek mines in
Union township, on North Skunk river, mined
about 20,000 bushels.

Win. Fisher, in the same neighborhood, mined
16,000 bushels.

Hugh Smith, same neighborhood, about 16,000
bushels.

These last four are all for home consump-
tion, as the term is generally understood, that
is, not for shipment on the railroad, though
wagons come 40 miles from less favored coun-
ties forfuel, and sometimes KXfwagons may be
found at these banks at one time.

Win. Phillips, Oskaloosa, mined about 1,100
bushels monthly, which makes a total of 13,200
bushels for the year.

Uric A Casey, at the W. C. Hhinehart bank,
near Hopewell, mined 10,000 bushels for home
consumption.

Logue, Burke, Evans, Lord A Guthrie and ma-
ny other banks around Oskaloosa, numerous
banks about Ueucon, Given, Eddyville, etc., that
have not responded with figures, have no doubt
mined from one-half to one million bushels
more. Counting it at the lower number, 500,-
000 bushels more, and we have a grand total of
4,059,792 bushels of coal mined inMahaska coun-
ty during the year 1873. This vast amount at
ten cents per bushel represents $405,979120,
nearly ail of which is brought into the county
from other less favored localities, and yet the
supply is inexhaustible, und millions of bushels
more may be taken out for years without a no-
ticeable decrease. Mahaska County Coul Com-
pany, is the name of a new company just organ-
ized near Beacon, and working a vein B*4 feet
deep. The capitalists are from Davenport.
This matter of coal statistics is of more impor-
tance to the eountry than the careless reader
would at first imagine. It is something our
Board of Supervisors should require the asses-
sors to take, not for taxation, of course, but as
a matter of record, that the stranger may know
something of our resources in this fine without
taking the word of an interested person. When
Baron Van Vleek was here, looking over the
line of the Southwestern road. In the interests
of the Holland capitalists who were talking of
buying the bonds, his first inquiry was, what
amount of coal we had shipiaxl from the county
animafiv, and there was nothing to show him.
This is one of our most important statistics, and
is entirely ne-glected. For this reason we have
attempted to fill the void. Our report is very
meagre, and far below the amount mined be-
cause we have been able to get responses from
but a few of the coal men of our county, but
we hope itwill give the strungcr u faint idea of
our wealth in "Black Diamonds," and will we
doubt not, surprise many of our citizens.

Where so much wealth in coal lies, one
would hardly expect to find other branch-
es of miuerul wealth as fully developed,
yet we have

IRON ORE

that competent judges pronounce very

rich, and capable of beiug worked at a

great profit by capitalists who may desire
to enter into this business. Fhe ore lies
verv plenty in many localities and we have
no doubt but with sufficient capital to try

it thoroughly, an immense fortune could
be made.

BUILDING STONE

is found in abundance; is of the best
quality, and such as no person would hes-
itate to put in the finest buildings. Lime-
stone from which the best of lime for
building purposes is made, abounds plen-
tifully in various parts of. the. county, aud
is manufactured extensively for home con-

sumption. Clay suitable for the manu-
facture Jof brick, plentifully abounds, as

The Weekly Oskaloosa Herald,
is by far the

Best Advertising Medium
in Oskaloosa, hating a weekly circulation of

2,000 COPIES
most of which are to persons in Mahaskaeounty. Our facilities for

Book and Job WorkArt* as good as the demands of the place twill
warrant, and work done on as reasonable termsas at ail}' office.

the numerous brick houses—business and
dwelling—testify. A splendid article of
sand may be found on the various streams,
which is used for building purposes. In
some parts of the county, potter’s clay
exists, and is put to good use. Iu the
lower part of the eounty is a vein of
“mineral paint,” which has been used ex-
tensively, and answers well the place of
dark colored paint for barns, outbuildings,
etc.

M ith all these products within our
borders, it may lie a matter of importance
to the stranger to know how we get rid of
them all. Therefore we must Bjieak of
our

RAILROADS.

Mahaska has about fifty miles of rail
road. The first road built was the Keo-
kuk & Des Moines, (formerly Des
Moines Valley) road, the through line
from Keokuk to Ft. Dodge, passing
through Des Moines, the Capital of the
State, runs up the valley of the Des
Moines river, is 250 miles in length, and
runs through a rich country. It has di-
rect communication with Chicago and all
points of the East, via its connections on
the east side of the river at Keokuk, and
also with St. Ixmis on the South, by the
same routes, and during navigation by a
splendid line of steamers on the Mississip-
pi river. Our other completed road is the
Central Railroad of lowa, which rurs
from Albia on the B. & M. R. R., in the
south part of the State, to the northern
State line where it connects with the Mil-
waukee & St. Paul R. R„ thus giving us a
direct communication with the pineries of
the North.

This road will be completed from Albia
south at an early day, when we will have a
direct continuous line from St. Paul to St.
Louis. We now have the connection by tak-
ing theNolfh Mo.,at Ottumwa. Inaddition
to this we have several other railroads,
some of which are certain to be built.
First of these is the lowa Southwestern,

running from Clinton on the Mississippi
river to Oskaloosa, from which point it has
not yet been located west. This road is
being built by Joy, the railroad king of
the west, who never yet failed in a project,
and who willhave the cars running into
Oskaloosa, via Indianapolis, in Monroe
Tp., at an early day.

The Muscatine Western hasja project-
ed line through from Muscatine to Pella,
thence west to some undefined point.
The Washington branch of the Chicago
Rock Island & Pacific R. R.. has been
extended west to Sigourney and will in the
course of a year be running a line into
our place.

Two roads we already have, and at
least two of the projected ones we will
have in less than two years, which will
make this the best railroad county in the
State. So it is plain to be seen that if
every acre is put under cultivation, we
will have an outlet for the products.

CLIMATE.

This is one of the most important and
at the same time one of the worst slan-
dered virtues of lowa. Go to the East
and say lowa to any of them and they
are ready at once with the stereotyped an-
swer, “awful winter,” “cold winds,” “too
windy,” and many actually believe that
the baldheaded people can all get employ-
ment holding the hair on the heads of
those who are lucky enough to have that
substance left. No greater mistake creeps
iuto the mxldles of our eastern friends
than that lowa is more windy and blust-
ery than any other State. If you pass
March in lowa and go east in April, the
probabilities are that you Mill see nicer
weather in the East, but compare the
same seasons in the two countries and you
will have no reason to condemn lowa.
Twenty-eight winters have passed since the
writer came to lowa, and twenty-five of those
were passed here, and three as a blue-coat
among the “gentle breezes” of the South.
So far as we are concerned we freely say,
deliver us from -gentle zephyrs" and gave
us lowa with its roughest coat. Once
while on a visit to Ohio, a gentleman of
fifty years asked us in the best earnest, if
we had any carriages here, and if the peo-
ple could haul their hay without notching
their chance between blows. We at-
tempted to disabuse his mind, hut fear
we failed to impress the facts thereon.
A great many such foolish notions pre-
vail, and to us they seem more ridiculous
than the child belief that the moon is
made of green cheese. A friend once ask-
ed us ifwe were much troubled M'ith In-
dians, “out there,” and M'as surprised to
leani that many children of fifteen or
more, born here, never saw one of the
race. The same man M’as much surprised
to learn that wolves and other “varmints”
were scarcer here than in his own State.
He evidently regarded us as a backwoods-
man who had laid aside his buckskin suit,
and ensconsed himself in “storeclothes” for
that occasion only. Where they get
these false notions we cannot imagine, un-
less the opinions are fostered by the east-
ern local press from selfish motives. Not
one-half enough western papers are circu-
lated among them. Taken all iu all, the
climate of lowa is delightful, healthy and
invigorating. Fever and ague is almost
unknown, —never was bad, but since the
country has become well settled has al-
most entirely disappeared. The writer
never saw a person “shake ’ until he en-
listed and visited “Rackensack.” The
winters are cold enough to be healthy, but
not intensely cold, while Spring, Summer
and Fall are delightful.

SCHOOLS.

It is a matter of great credit to lowa
that it has one of the best common
school systems in the country; in this
country fully one-half the tax levied is
for school purposes of various kinds.
When first settled we sat on a slab in a
log school house; but we believe the last
log school house in Mahaska has disap-
peared and been numbered with the things
that were, and its place supplied with
good frame and brick ones in which intel-
ligent teachers instruct the rising genera-
tion. Mahaska, has 16 brick school hous-
es, and 117 frame, and we feel proud that
but few counties can excel us. The heav-
iest excuses in this line have been met,
aud many years will elapse ere we are
ag;iin oiled upon to meet the expense of
re-building these houses.

OSKALOOSA,
the county seat of Mahaska, is situated
exactly in the center of the county east

and west, aud but a short distance south
of the center north and south. It is one
of the most beautiful cities in lowa, and
is on the line of the Keokuk & Des
Moines railroad, 101 miles from Keokuk,
and 61 miles from the capital of the
State; and is on the Central railroad, 50
miles from the Missouri line, and 54
miles from Marshalltown the center of the
State. It is extensively known as the
“City of Trees,” from the large number of
beautiful shade and fruit trees that adorn
its 'streets and private grouuds. The
town was laid out May 13, 1844, by the
commissioners appointed for that pur-
jK>se, and was first named Mahaska, alter
the county, but was very soon changed to
Oskaloosa. It is situated on a beautiful
rising prairie, on the dividing ridge be-
tween the Des Moines and Skunk rivers,
the public square being on the very sum-
mit of the rise, water running from the
north side to the Skunk, and from the
south side to the Des Moines. It is situ-

ated in the midst of a very fertile coun-
try, as we have previously shown, and un-

like many towns of mushroom growth is
not ahead of the country, but both mov-
ing together are self-sustaining and flour-
ishing. It has a population of 5000, and
with its two completed roads, and two or
three more certain to be built at an early
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