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Council Buys Grader; Rules on Walks
School Board OK’s Site (or Falls Library

Columbia Falls city council at their 
October meeting voted to support 
the community library project, leas
ed a $19,050 grader at $499 a month, 
signed a year’s fuel contract for the 
city hall, approved appointment of 
a new council member, and had first 
reading on the new sidewalk ordin
ance.

Eventual purchase of a $19/150 No.
12 Caterpillar motor grader was 
agreed by the council. Present rental 
payments of $499 a month for not 
less than two months will apply on 
the purchase.

Howard Hurst appeared before the 
council in behalf of Westmont Trac
tor Co., Kalispell. He added that his 
firm would bid $3,000 on the old city 
grader, bought in 1947 when Chris 
Raaen was mayor, when the unit was 
offered for sale.

Walter Clark of Treasure State 
Equipment Co., Kalispell offered to 
provide a Gallion grader plus blade 
for $18,970 and offered $2,500 for 
the old grader.

The city intends to pay for the new
grader through higher tax revenues 
as a result of increased building in 
the community; saving part of the 
$1,500 earmarked for equipment 
maintenance—the old grader was 
expensive to maintain; pay for the 
bulldozer blade from water depart
ment funds—the blade will be used 
for backfilling, which is now con
tracted; use money earmarked for 
dumpground land purchase; the land- 
owner refused to sell at prices 
offered. Other funds will be trans
ferred from the city’s financial an
gel, the housing project that yields 
about $12,000 a year. $1,500 was 
transferred Monday.

The new gradèr was termed by 
Troy Thacker, street commissioner, 
as more effective unit for street re
pair and snow removal.

Asking help on the county branch 
library project were Mrs. Carl Lund- 
borg and Mrs. Fay Love all. Ana
conda Aluminum Co. has donated 
two-thirds of thé former Foley Con
structors office building, a 70 by 1ft- 
foot structure .to be used as Colum
bia Falls branch of the county lib
rary.

The council agreed to provide use 
of all necessary city equipment for 
leveling, water and sewer lines, and 
use up to $250 of the park fund if 
necessary. The park fund has a bal
ance of $494.90.

COUNCIL QUESTIONED 
Former council member, Bill 

Schmidt questioned the zoning ord
inance in regard to trailers in the 
residential area. He was informed 
that the ordinance forbids such struc
tures moved in after the ordinance 
was adopted. Council members felt 
caution necessary.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Trodick, Ken
nedy addition residents, asked for a 
waterline to their property. They 
were informed of city policy of dig
ging the trench if the persons want
ing water bought the pipe. Needed is 
a block and a half of waterline.

Mrs. Harry Higson appeared be
fore the council on her standing re
quest for a guard rail on Nucleus 
avenue hill before the city hall in 
front of the Higson residence. She 
told of a car with a child getting 
out of control that same day and 
crashing into one of her big trees. 
Mrs. Higson said that if the tree had 
not been there, the car might have 
hit her house.

To be undertaken is "Operation
Privie” to eliminate landmarks as- 

I sociated with rural America. Colum
bia Falls is now a city. An inter
change of letters with George Field
ing, county sanitarian, were read.

Supplying sawdust as fuel for the 
city hall will be Troy Thacker. He 
submitted only bid of $440 for the 
year, $10 less than his last year’s 
contract. Specification was 
spruce.” Thacker was complimented 
for his service and steady delivery 
last year.

The council repeated approval of 
the Anaconda 38 acres next to the 
Kennedy addition coming into city 
limits. Information was that Anacon
da had a plat prepared and legal 
action was in process.

Off the Nov. 8 ballot goes dog 
referendum vote on the ordinance 
favored by the council last June 
that Columbia Falls canines be “on 
a leash or in a pen.” James Cum- 
ming, city attorney informed the 
council that the Nov. 8 special elec
tion on .the proposed $12,500 bond is
sue for city planning and engineer
ing could not have the accompany
ing vote on the dog question. A réf
érendum petition was filed last sum
mer shortly after the dog ordinance 
was passed.

Read was the proposed sidewalc
ordinance. Second reading will be 
at the November meeting. Persons 
not agreeing with the ordinance 
should contact the council.

The ordinance provides that al 
(Please turn to page 4)
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Proposed Columbia Falls branch 
building of Flathead county library 
has a site, if it is legal. This will be 
the first branch building of the coun
ty library.

The District 6 school board tenta
tively approved lease of a site on 
Fourth Avenue West at their October 
meeting Tuesday. It is next to Our 
Savior’s Lutheran church.

Anaconda Aluminum Co. is do
nating a 70 by 16-foot section of the 
former Foley Constructors office 
building for library use. The county 
intends to move the building, and 
Monday evening, Columbia Falls 
city council agreed to help with the 
project.

The school board expressed inter
est in seeing increased library fac
ilities near the schools, and in co
operating with the county and city.

For the balance of the football sea
son, Henry Larkin will drive a Dist
rict 6 bus from Columbia Falls to 
West Glacier after football practice.

The school board authorized ex
tension of the run from Coram at 
their October meeting Tuesday even-
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■ ' IColumbia Falls volunteer fire department is well respected in the community for being effective. Equip

ment includes 1942 Ford at right purchased from war surplus late in 1944, and truck at left converted into fire 
truck about five years ago. Drivers here are Chief Howard Greene and Don Lunsford. City needs new truck.
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Larkin was receiving $3.75 a round 
trip from Columbia Falls to Coram.
He will get $7 a round trip from Col
umbia Falls to West Glacier, and 
provides the gas and oil. There are 
now five football players in and near 
West Glacier. They’ve been hitch
hiking or sharing rides. Larkin 
drives the North Half Moon-Colum- 
bia Falls bus route.

An adult art course in Columbia 
Falls is scheduled to start Oct. 15. 
Mrs. Corrine Tillett, Whitefish art 
instructor, was offered use of a Col
umbia Falls grade school room for 
adult classes in art Saturday after
noons from 2 until 4. Persons inter
ested should telephone Supt. Dulafte 
Fulton. Also being planned are adult 
evening courses in typing and other 
subjects, depending on interest.

Insurance on the new Essex school 
and on the partially completed Col
umbia Falls grade school addition 
was offered to Floyd P. Jones, Col
umbia Falls agent. School board pol
icy is to divide insurance among ag
ents in the district.

Students will have holidays, Thurs
day and Friday, Oct. 27 and 28 dur
ing the annual district Montana Ed
ucation Association meetings. The 
board was informed that about 90 
per cent of the teachers attend, go
ing to Missoula and Great Falls.

Purchase of a stainless steel sink 
about 12 feet long with drainboards l 
was authorized for the hot lunch kit
chen in Columbia Falls. James Clark, 
Columbia Falls plumber, submitted 
the low estimate of $610. County san
itarian, George Fielding recommend
ed that the locally built sinks be re
placed as too difficult to keep clean. 

drive underway Termed not practical was a porce-
Now being mailed are letters to la“VS'n^i costû}g If®7,. *unc*1 

residents, asking for financial help. *unc*s will pay for the sink. 
Contributions received will be used Adopted was a resolution seeking 
to purchase needed equipment dur- additional federal funds under pub- 
ing the year. This includes hose, lie law 874. There are 77 students in 
fittings, nozzles—items which in- the district whose parents are Park 
crease the department’s efficiency Service or Bureau of Reclamation 
as well as maintain present equip- employes. The funds are apportion
ment. Last year’s donations of ed districts where parents are fed- 
$1,446.75 also were used to purchase eral employes. Exception is the For- 
masks. There were first letters ever e.st Service where a percentage of j 
mailed in conjunction with a fire- timber sales returns to the counties, 
men’s drive for funds. The Canyon View school board of

Total damage during 1954 from district 19 will pay $4,000 as tuition 
fires was $16,927.50. Largest was for 40 of their grade school students 
City Cleaners fire. Fire loss in Col- attending Columbia Falls schools,
umbia Falls during 1953 was rec- Canyon View students ride the high
ord low of $175. Only one truck is school bus to Columbia Falls, 
permitted to leave the city limits.
There is a Dodge made locally into 
a fire truck, and a 1942 Ford that
was actually a fire truck and pur
chased as war surplus late in 1946.

FIRE DRILLS
During the past months, firemen

have been holding drills during each years ago, was about 200 feet from 
month. Two weeks ago, Frank Holl- the acre actually owned by the 
enback of the state fire marshall’s school district. Mrs. Day and Kraut 
office, Helena, conducted a school agreed to the school building sale, 
of instruction. All phases of fire The school board appreciated their

courtesy.
Attending the meeting from the

assisted residents with burning of j Hungry Horse PTA were Mrs. Will- 
vacant lots and grass. In addition iam Krall, president, and Mr. and 
to answering fire calls, they are Mrs. Frank Seifert. Mrs. Krall said 
trained in resuscitator use. A fire- ‘‘This committee is to familiarize it- 
man-sponsored dance raised funds self with the problems concerning 
for a resuscitator for Columbia our schools and educational prob- 
Falls. lems for the welfare and training

Firemen meet fourth Thursdays of our children. This committee in 
in their resusitator room in the city turn is to report to the local PTA 
hall. Room currently is a brilliant group with the thought in mind to 
chartreuse, with touches, of fire- interest every person in our public 
truck red, of course. One meeting a schools and convert that interest into 
year the past two years has been positive action for benefit of our 
dedicated to redecorating their meet- schools, 
ing room with resultant good cheer. The board welcomed the Hungry 
Social activity is the annual Fire- Horse citizens, and any other citi- 
man’s ball, held during March with zens who wish to attend school board 
a St. Patrick’s theme. The public is meetings.
invited to this and cautioned to use A new aluminum roof for the Hun- 
unusual care to prevent early morn- gry Horse school was discussed. The 
ing after fires. suggested list of improvements for

the school shows this as the first 
item.

All school board members were 
present. They are; Chairman Otto 
Fehlberg, Coram; Con Lundgren,
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Garey Motor Co., Kalispell, presented 1954 Ford to new Columbia Falls high school driver's training 
course Monday. With new car are Spencer Koppang, course instructor; Supt. Dulane Fulton, Principal Carl 
Launer, and Robert Falkner, Garey Motor Co. sales manager. Car is furnished at no cost to school, and 
will be returned to Gareys next May. Course is endorsed as part of highway safety program.n
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In the mails Friday are letters from Columbia Falls Volunteer Fire department seeking funds to buy 
needed hose and other equipment. It is the annual fund drive. Folding, stuffing and stamping letters Tues
day evening was this crew of volunteer firemen: Lawrence Rude, Don Lunsford, Bill Smith, Clarence Clapp
er, Chet Hill, Roy Anders, Bert Hill, Al Shay, Darvin Lundstrom and Bill Ren. See story and editorial.

Falls Firemen Seek Equipment Funds
*by Mrs. Gladys Shay

Nine years ago in Columbia Falls, 
residents were amused watching 
boys on bicycles race the Thomas 
Flyer 1912 fire truck—and the boys 
sometimes won. It wasn’t inefficient 
firemen; rather, the truck was ob
stinate and it is said wouldn’t start 
unless pushed for several blocks by 
energetic firemen.

Today, S&. active, volunteer, fire
men have set a record for fist ar
rival at fires. They save homes and 
not just foundations. Columbia Falls 
has a No. 7 fire rating—good for a 
city of this size. It makes it poss
ible for lower fire insurance rates 
for residents.

sTop Aluminum 
Official Here

Swimming Coyote 
Observed in Park * . f £
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One of the outstanding men in the 
world in aluminum production, Jean 
Grolee of the Pechiney company 
France, is in Columbia Falls, Thurs
day, Friday and Saturday.

Grolee L in charge «f the IûO-year 
old Pechiney company’s aluminum 
operations. With him is Monsieur 
Givry, superintendent of potlines for 
one of the French plants.

The electro-metallurgical principle 
of making aluminum was discovered 
simultaneously in 1886 by Charles 
Martin Hall, American at Oberlin 
university, and Paul Heroult in 
France. Both men were 21 years old.

The Compagnie de Produits Chim
iques et Electrometallurque known 
as the Pechiney company observes 
its 100th anniversary this year, and 
is France’s leading aluminum pro
ducer.

The new Anaconda Aluminum Co. 
Columbia Falls plant is adaptation 
of a process at St. Jeanne de Maur
ienne in the French Alps. This plant 
achieved the best known control of 
air pollution and a high aluminum 
production per kilowatt of electricity.

In the Flathead since last Febru
ary, and to leave this fall, have been 
Jean Collet, chief of the Pechiney 
company’s engineering office in Par
is and assistant to Monsieur Gro
lee. Also here since last winter have 
been Albert Gerelle, paste plant sup
erintendent, and Marcel Ambulant, 
a potroom superintendent, for Pech
iney.

Last Monday saw four French fore
men who had been here since last 
May leave for their homeland. They 
were Joseph Loi, Roger Mondet, Lu
cien Boscarolo and Louis Zueras.

Interpreters still at the plant are 
Andre Imbert, Gonzaga university 
engineering student, and John 
Brown. Imbert plans to return to 
France to visit his family before re
turning to Gonzaga in January.

£WEST GLACIER—A Glacier Nat
ional Park coyote that appeared to 
be enjoying his afternoon’s swim 
aras observed by Richard Persons,, 
seasonal ranger stationed at Cut 
Bank ranger station.

Persons was fishing at a deep hole 
in Cut Bank creek when he saw 
what he thought was a beaver 
swimming. The animal went to the 
far side of the creek and climbed 
out on the bank. Instead of a beaver 
it was a full grown coyote.

The coyote shook its fur, looked 
around, but did not see the immobile 
ranger. Then without hesitation, the 
animal plunged into the water and 
swam to the deepest part of the 
current and drifted out of sight.

Persons is a University of Minn
esota graduate with a major in wild
life management. He commented 
that contrary to common belief, the 
coyote takes to water almost as 
readily as a dog. Bearing out this 
theory was the coyote on Cut Bank 
creek returning to continue his swim.
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Admiring the new 1954 Ford which will provide field phase of their driver's training course are these 
Columbia Falls high school students. Members of the first driver's training course to be offered at the 
school, from left to right are: Dixie Beebe, Archie Mahon, David Strand, Patsy Newhouse, Alfred Gard
ner, Evelyn Winegar, Anna Nielsen, Carol Roff, Barbara McCracken, Frank Sedivy, Dorothy DeFlyer, Sha
ron Staley, Pat Ball, Phyllis Robinson, Elaine Fletcher, Donna Potter, Grace Marie DeWit, Spencer Kop
pang, instructor; Sherry Davis, Carol Downen, Pat Crum, Hugh Gookin, Wallace Floren and Johnnie Morris.

New Driver’s Course Car Received
Actual instruction behind the wheel 

began Monday in the new 1956 Ford 
for students in the new driver’s 
training course at Columbia Falls 
high school.

The green four-door sedan, which 
is equipped with dual controls, was 
furnished by Garey Motor company, 
Kalispell. Spencer Koppang, instruc
tor, commented that the training 
car is equipped with only extra 
brake and clutch, and not steering 
wheel as was formerly customary.

Each of the 24 students enrolled 
pays a fee of $3 to cover cost of 
gas, oil and maintenance. This 
charge is partially repaid to the stu
dents, due to many insurance com
panies offering rates reduced about 
10 per cent to people who have taken 
driver’s training, Koppang pointed 
out. Garey Motors furnishes the car 
and the school buys the insurance 
and license and maintains the car.

Girls outnumber the boys two to 
one in this beginners class of 24 
with 16 girls and eight boys from 
the three upper grades enrolled.

Class work is held on Monday with 
actual driving scheduled the othe? 
four days. Drivers go out in groups 
of four and plan is to have each pupil 
put in six to eight hours of driving 
during the semester course. In addi
tion they receive about 20 hours of 
class instruction using a textbook 
and drivers manual.

Students taking the course are as 
(Please turn to page 4)

Over 900 Students Phone wires Lead 
Take Insurance To Death of Elk

School insurance has been purch
ased by 936 students and teachers 
in Columbia Falls grade and high 
school and one lunch room worker 
for a total of $1.407.60, it was an
nounced by Supt. Dulane Fulton.

The total includes fees of $1.50 for 
each student and teacher and $3.60 
for the lunch room employe.

The insurance plan provides ben
efits for injuries occuring at school, 
while going to and from school and 
while engaged in school activities.

A tragedy of the wilds was re
ported Sunday by Dr. L. A. White 
and Don Schnaidt who discovered 
the skull, antlers, bones and hide 
of a five point bull elk who had 
gone down fighting.

The Kalispell men were fishing in 
Hungry Horse lake near Dry Park 
creek on the reservoir’s east side. 
Three and four inch diameter trees 
in the vicinity of the dead animal 
were uprooted. Wrapped around the 
elk’s antlers and apparently cause 
of the tragedy was a tangled mass 
of telephone wires.

Whether the animal starved to 
death after being trapped by the 
wires, or was caught and became 
the prey for bears is not known. 
There were numerous signs of bear 
about.

A communication was read from
Mrs. Ida Nelson Day and from J. J. 
Kraut, owners of land on which the 
closed Lake Five school building 
sits. Plan had been to sell the one- 
room school and acre of land. It was 
found that the school, built about 25

no

Continue Study Of 
H H Lake Homesites

HUNGRY HORSE—Further study 
in the matter of recreational use of 
the new 34-mile long Hungry Horse 
Lake was underway this week.

Here from Missoula was Vic Lin- 
thacum, regional recreational plan
ning officer for the U. S. Forest Ser
vice. He is preparing an over-all 
recreational use study of the new 
lake that has about 100 miles of 
shoreline. Working with him is Ran
ger Bert Bealey of Coram district.

Builders of the dam, the Bureau 
of Reclamation turned this phase 
over to the Forest Service. The lake 
is located in Flathead National For-

'Charging' Nextfighting were taught.
During the spring, firemen have Bakeout of the remaining 120 pots 

(half capacity) at the Anaconda Al
uminum plant is in its second week. 
Next week is to see “charging” the 
pots now in bakeout. Aluminum out
put now near 50 per cent capacity is 
expected to rise to near 100 per 
cent next month. Annual output of 
the new plant is 60,000 tons.

Sun Highway Op
WEST GLACIER—Gomg-to-the-Sun 

highway continues open for its en
tire 50-mile length on the day shift 
—9 a. m. to 4 p. m. Night closure 
is a safety precaution in event of 
possible ice conditions. The highway 
is bare and black.

The park is in full fall colors with 
leaves gold and red against the 
evergreen backgrounds and the 
peaks, white.

enPulverizer Proves 
Unfair to Bears

est. Emmert ReturnsWEST GLACIER—A garbage pul
verizer has practically eliminated 
the “bum” bear problem at Glacier 
National Park’s headquarters dump- 
ground.

The park has a unit which hand
ling a truckload of garbage at a 
time completely chews and shreds 
trash and garbage into a mush that 
bears consider unpalatable. The mix
ture includes glass, cardboard and 
cartons, and bears don’t like it.

Result is the dumpground no long
er attracts bears, and the refr.se sat
urated with water in grindir g offers 
much less fire danger.

Operators this summer were John 
Walsh, West Glacier, and Ben Bark
ley, Columbia Falls.

Already located are four small re
placement campgrounds located on 
Devil’s Corkscrew and Peter’s 
creeks on the east side, and Lake- 
view and Lost Johnny creek on the 
west side.

Being planned is setting aside 
certain areas along the 100 mile 
long shoreline for summer home- 
sites on an annual lease basis. Space 
will also be allocated for cabin camp 
and boat servicing developments if 
there is a need.

Indications are that the first of
fering of summer home site leases 
along Hungry Horse Lake will be in 
mid-1956.

Meeting with Linthacum and Beal
ey Tuesday was James Wilson, pres
ident of the Hungry Horse Commun
ity club, and James Davis. Discuss
ed was development of the 17 acres 
between U. S. No. 2 and the South 
Fork bridge in Hungry Horse that is 
to be improved in time as a Forest 
Service campground. The Hungry 
Horse community favors this devel
opment, and the Forest Service is 
interested, but lacks funds.

WEST GLACIER—Supt. J. W. Em
mert of Glacier National Park re
turned Tuesday from Great Smokey 
National Park where the National 
Park Service conference was held.
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New Chalet for Lake McDonald
LIST OFFICERS

Columbia Falls fire chief is How
ard Greene, with Darvin Lundstrom, 
assistant chief. President of the 
firemen is Al Reid, with Bill Ren,
secretary, and Roy Anders, treasur- West Glacier; Herman Byrd, Mar 
er since 1944. Directors are Bud Dar
ling, E. J. Lundstrom, Elwyn Mate- 
ka, Bill Nadeau, and Dean Harrison. F. P. Fleming, clerk and Supt. Du- 
Other department members are Ted- lane Fulton and Carl Launer, Col- 
dy Andrew, Clarence Clapper, Don umbia Falls high school principal,

were others present.
A special meeting Oct. 14 will see 

bids opened for the proposed Nyack- 
West Glacier bus route.
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WEATHER forecast: Fair to partly 
cloudy Thursday afternoon; increas
ing cloudiness and not so cold Thurs
day night; mostly cloudy with few 
showers, Friday and little colder. 
Predicted high Thursday 55, low 32, 
high Friday, 45 to 50.

Highs and lows of week: Sept. 29 
49-40, Friday 51-33, Saturday 62-31, 
Sunday 66-33, Monday 68-35, Tuesday
54- 43, Wednesday 48-35, Thursday
55- 24 (coldest reading so far) 

September weather summary: Pre
cipitation total 1.55 inches compared 
to 1.3 inches normal. Temperature 
average 53.2 degrees (average of 
highs and lows) 1.3 degrees below 
normal. Highest readings 90, Sept. 
3 and 4, lowest 27, Sept. 26, reports

I V

Davall, Lee Dickey, Dulane Fulton, 
Al Greene, Bert Hill, Cecil Hudson, 
Chet Hill, Art Lyngstad, Don Luns
ford, Vic Nadeau, Lawrence Rude, 
Charlie Ritter, Al Shay, Bill Smith, 
Tom Smith and Gus Sonnenberg.

Local firemen don’t receive pay. 
There are, however, three retired 
men who served 20 years in the de
partment. They are W. A. Bose, 
Dwight Grist, and L. A. Schoen
berg, who receive small pensions 
from the fire department retirement 
fund.

They may be awakened at any 
hour—called from their jobs any 
minute—but when the fire siren 
blows, there’s no hesitation. It’s the 
resident’s dollar donation that pumps 
the water, provides adequate hose, 
and perhaps saves his own house 
from fire’s damage.
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Complete Third Dry 
Kiln at Stoltze Mill

mm[ I
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MA third and new Moore dry kiln 

has been completed at the Stoltze 
Land and Lumber Co. mill.

Montana Builders, Kalispell, er
ected the 104 by 14 foot building. 
City Plumbing ' and Heating Co., 
Columbia Falls, had the pipe work, 
and Nordeen Electric, Whitefish, the 
wiring.

This summer saw erection of a 
new modern office building at the 
Half Moon mill

mmm upPlant Visitors
------- -- gMs
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Anaconda company officials from 

New York City at the Columbia 
Falls Anaconda Aluminum Co. plant 
Thursday were Edward McGlone, ex- 

Observer Ray Hall at Flathead ecutive vice president; William Daly,
I comptroller, and Earl Moran, sec- 

At West Glacier precipitation tot- retary-treasurer. Also here was 
aled 2.25 inches; high was 87 Sept. J William Quigley, Butte, assistant sec- 
3, low 27 degrees, Sept. 24 and 25.
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This is Architect Richard L. Taylor's drawing of new 24-unit two story, 210 foot long rustic chalet now being erected at foot of Lake Mc
Donald in Glacier National Park by W. R. Mackin. Montana Builders, Kalispell, has general contract for $77,300; Hoemer Plumbing, Colum
bia Falls, has $13,414 plumbing contract, and electrical contract is to be awarded. Mackin estimates total cost of project located in Apgar at 
$140,000. This marks largest single accommodations improvement to be started in Glacier on Its west side since Lake McDonald Hotel was 
erected about 1914. Maekin's Village Inn has doubled in size since World War II, and had 50 units before chalet started. See story on page 2.

county airport.
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