trolled by reasom.
In reality, wo ape
the children of
impulse, Our eb-
vironment aften
forces us to com-

clugions which|

seem to be based
upon reason, but
are dus to s myl
tiglicity of out
ward sensations
impinging upen

'ﬂm’m. reasonable being, 1
have fallen in love with

It was an illogleal

because it made my presi
Bachelors’ club, which

three years before, e%-|

at least, It

. We had every comfort, in

o good fellowship; and the

we were all members did not

. from the soclety of wom-

: sed, it gave a szest to that so-

, for it seemed to surround us
A an additional safeguard.

Galbraith's father had left her

millions. She owned the

in which our club was gusr-

The agent had called on me

weeks before Christmas to

all mo that we must elther sign qn-

er three yeare’ lease, or vacate on

1st of January. There were

the

iR --f!f“lltr-tw of us, and we had already
| agresd—

oy, -

v

»

| it was in the constitution—
ghat the club should be immediately

! if any ®ember got mar-

We all knew Miss Galbraith,
and we were all in love with her; but

j yet no man had been sufficlently

loyal—or succegsful—to break the
spell.

I caught Fenson, our vice-president.
<¢alling on Miss Galbraith one night;
gnd afferward, in the club rooms, we
had it out.

“Look here, old man,” I eald, “it
seems to me that you are taking

. <chances. Of course, you dor't care

about the money; but you can't play
around fire. Why, the future of this
¢hib depends on yeur keeping away

=\ from that girl!"
_ “You're a nice man to talk." sald
-4 'enson. “What in the world are you

| IQ !

=~ you fellows

ing around there? You ought tc

"wet a better example.”,

“Of couras, you ought,” repeated
g up. “Why, I had
some sense of hon-
or about it myself;
but when I saw
you going, I made
up my mind that
I might as well go,
too.”
“That's the way
ail
reagon,” I sald hot-
ly. “Why, during
the week, the en-
{ tire club is around
at Miss Gal-
braith’'s! The oth-
er night we
couldn't get aquo-
i rum to discuss the
renewal of our
lease. At any mo-
ment some mem-
ber may get her.”
1 said this with-
out much fear. I
had reason to be-
lieve that If the
club was disband-
ed, It wodldn't "be
anybsdy's Iault but
my own.
“ghe's bothered
tn daath.” I added.

N
I

: Ao i
[y

of the year. It's a shame!”
“Never mind,” she said softly.

at me appealingly. “How would you
like to run down there for the holl
days?*

Her words went through me like
an electric shock. Bo I was the chos
en one! [ had suspected it for some
time.

“Do you really mean it?" I asked.

I could see even them the magunifi
cent stretches of country surrounding
her beautiful eatate, and the stately
mansion in the ecenter, Everything
was there that the mind or heart could
wish, and 1 was to be lord of it all
Not that I cdred for the money—I felt
that she knew that

“Certainly I mean ft. You cta run
down the day before and stay over for
a few days. My aunt will chaperon
us. Now, you must go, as I have some
business to attend to.”

it seemed too good to be true. Fo
the next week I went about as one
a dream. Luck was with me, even L
the elements, for the day befor
Christmas dawned unclouded, ani
gAve me the opportunity to rum m:
car down to Miss Galbraith's Instea
of taking the train, which I detest.

It was only a seventy-mile run. I ar
rived at six o'eclock. As 1 stepped into

the hall, I notlced
an unusual com-
motion. BSuddenly,
from behind a pik
‘lar, a form sprang
forth. It was that
of Fenson.

“Hello, old man!
All the boys are
here!™

"Tha Mys!” I
exclaimed. ‘‘What
the deuce do you
mm?!l

At that instant I
gazed around me.
The hall was plled
with merchandise,
like a warehouse.
Boxes of candy of
every oconceivable
shape mounted to
the celling like a
pyramid. A mass of
the latest holiday
books towered
aloft on the other
side, and In the
center were flow-
ers, ranged in geo-
metrical masses.

¢ Her Christmas
Pulden a‘lﬂ-&., LY

“Good heavens!™ I cried’ again;
from all the four corners of the &%
tablishment there issued, ope by one
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THE WYANDT MORTGAGE and
" INVESTMENT (0.

Is prepared to consider on short
notice applications for loans
on real estate. We are prepared
to pay out with little delay. If
you have a loan about to mature,
or need some additional money,
we will make you a loan on
favorgble terms at current rates.

ESTABLISHED 1894
Perring Building

ABILENE

TELEPHONE 84

- KANSAS
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the tweniy-two members of my elub.
“Can it be?"

They sorrowfully grouped them-
selves about me, and Fenson, burying
his head on my shoulder, almost wept
a8 he replled:

“Yes, old fellow, it is too true. Bhe
has invited every man Jack down here
to spend Christmas with her, and an
hour ago she skipped back to town
all by herself!"”

There was a solemn pause. The
truth was painful, but we felt that we
must meet it llke men.

“Poys,” 1 whispered, “we could fol-
low her back; but, inasmuch as we are
all in the same boat, ] move that we
gtay here for the holiday and have a
ripping old time,-and tha} the secre-
tary be immedistelf empoWered to tel-
ephone her agent that we will take
another three years' lease.”

“Second the motion,” sald Fenson.

And it was carried unanimously.

(Copyright, Frank A. Munsey Co.)
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LOOKED THE PART.

from.

What to give a man, Wo-

man or child.

The sgolution is just as easy |

as It can be,
Just visit this

or ma.

big

Useful and Anpropriate |

Holiday Gifts

Large assortment to select

shoe
store and we will be pleased
to show you slippers for pa

Why Not Buy the Best
'Quality Grocery

We thank you for the patronage we have received
in the past and solicit it for the coming year. We
~will endeavor f please yow=and - give you the

Quality. ~ e & S e s BREN A )
Our store is wcn!‘ﬁ\ed with 2l the ‘gwminic

which will please you for your Xmas dinner.

Come in and get acquainted with us, We will
treal you right and sell you the Quality Goods
whether old or new customer.

Len il

This is wishing you a Merry Xmas and a Happy
New Year.

J. K. MARKLEY

Storm shoes for brother
Henry—comfort shoes for
grandpa or grandma—all suit-

WE EXTEND
A Merry Christmas

and

A Happy New Yéar
TO ALIL.

J. R, WALLERSTEDT

The Baker

able for Christmas.
e e s IBest “Wishes For

s e e ma e wore |l A MIERRY CHRISTMAS:

AND i

[ ] , ‘?

Davis’ShoeStore | o HAPPY NEW YEAR'

Brown Telephene Building .: g

Doll sloes free for the lit- e 7
boys.
broken. !
Abilene AND '

§ MANY THANKS TO YOU FOR YOUR 5
{ LIBERAL PATRONAGE THE PAST YEAR

S. E. BARBER
Geseral Blacksmithing and Horseshgeing
% Corner Fourth and Broadway :

. o'I 4 i I . . | J . ! & e
2 poay b b o8 & S . L™ 4] :

fonder,
A falr exchangs is no Christmas

gift.
The kissed girl doesn't dread ﬁl

e e
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