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A Duty of the Rich.

New York socie.y in the aggrezate
has been made f'o suffer reproach for
the sins of a Tfew of the uncultured knd
self-lndulgent wealthy. Most peaple
who know soclety In New Yorlk, Cleve
Iand und Plosburg, clties which hove
recently been sen=ationabized by the
wocial errors of the rociless rich,
woald say that the malerity of peaple
in what are described s “exclusive”
circles areé well ovdescd, quiet, intelll-
gent peopie.  Still, Dv. Lee siztes the
true principle in  soying that
wealthy and influentigl are
speoial obllgarion account of the
congpienons  porition  which makes
thefr example for good or bad conta:
gious. Erthically, remarks the Phila
delphiz Public Ledger, the duty of up.
right living Is the same for rich and
poor. Socially thers is the differencé
that the rvich and eminent are of ne-
cessity widely observed and
clogely copled, They loosen (he bonds
of behavior among many if they pre.
sent the excuse of bud example. New
York soclety is not as careless as It
is painted, but ail “fashionable™ coter-
fes. could be lmproved by strict oslra.
cism of those who do not follow the
rules of social morality,

e

on

more

Uncle Sam's Weather Work.

Uncle Sam s vight In spending a
good deal of money on weather, de-
clares the St lLouls Globe-Democrat
He watches {1t everywhere in his broad
domaln with overy hnown delicate n
girument, aml, wisely dismlsgipg fanlty
forecasis, tries to get the
business of fo-marrow for
all Its exporience
if an Observations
there

closer to

Eurape,
hes done no bel
run  back
vears, and no two of the
long-range philogaphers agree. They
have tabulated the evel of lakes,
movement of glaciers, the freezing auod
liheration of vivers, the seasonal tealts
of vegelation, and the periodicity of
sun spotx, nll to no particular purpose
as yet in establishing weather rota
tion. On the rocks I8 scratched the
testimony of grent leecaps that  ad
sanced mad tetreated, bat man g not
particularly interested in o range as
long ac that. He would like to b
able to see two days ahead, and trusi
rthat in indolging the hope he is not
chasing a

1er,
wiell
200

1he

rainbhow

days to the Marathan

A foew priog
raee in the Lopdon stadium an advo
cate of frult diet, chiefly bananas, nged

41, offered to run a race with a flesh
eater around the Bland of Zealand
Since the bunans man has earned a
good many tricmphs runuer in
the sporting world of Denmark,
besl-aaters did not show any burning
weal the challenga 1 the
welkknown Politiken, offered
a prize of the winner
A grocer's assistant, nged 21, was se
lected a= the upholder of heefl eating,
and for two days and a half the run
ners keptl abreast of one another, Then
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the banana mwan fagged, and when
after nearly fAve  daye the young
grocer arrived at Cojfenbagen, having

duly firished hls conree,
had vanizhed. The butchers of Zeo
iIand huve presented a silver bowl to
the vietor

By way of further emphasizing his
notion that a college education for
voung women means a glorifled spin
sterbood, rather than wilehood and
motherhood, Prof. G. Stanley Hall now
tells of an unhappy youth who fell in
love with one of these glorlons he-
in=s. He longed to offer his heart and
bund, it hix modesty was so great
that he feared she would sacrifice too
much In marrying him, So be with
drew and et her to her trinmphs,
actuated, we are told, by the high
molive that he would rob the large
social circle which she adorned by
tempting her to hecome a housewife.

Poor chap! Does the higher educa
tion of young men destroy Lheir
courage?

The problem of aerial navigation is
by no means completely solved, but
already the fiyers are divided Into dir
ferent factlons Count Zeppelin, who
has done some extraordinary work
with dirigible balloong, compllments
the Wright brathers of aeroplane fame
In what they have accomplished, but
savs all that will not minimize the util-
ity of his own alrships. However, he
Is frank enough to admit that “both
are impevfect yer.” That Is the best
assurance of lurther effort In  the
same direction that conuld be given,
and the rivalry of the different
“schools” Is Hkely lo Increase the de.
:termination of each to do itz best,

! A Vanderbilt is silng a car com-
papy for infringement of patents,
This 1s a case of Greek meeting
Greek, which will vastly interest the
goneral publle and particularly inter-
est inventors, who, having more pat
ents than milllons, find it nphill work
suing blg ccrporations. But this is a
real tug of wir,

By .the time the alrship really ar-
fives serious complications will be
added 1o the problem of patrolling
frontiers.

It ts AW righl to {alk about making
the;antomobile as playful as a kit
ten, but to do so Is (0 presuppose thas

s -dbe, owpers did not buy (U becanse of
\1_'% ‘w’“ﬁ attached.

) Think of pay-
Ang $56,000 for a chance to amble along
at a md Nive ﬂw-rburrur pace!

Al 388 can do when & sackiot sand
falls on one's head Is 1o cast a ve-
proachful glance upward at the fleeing
airship. At least that is all one can
#o until the police are equipped with

under = |

his opponent |
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Its Development
in America
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HE transportation facilities of a country are, and always have
the trme test of

the pation’s commercial development.

Rome was the greatest road builder in the world in her day,
and the supr

eme commercial power. Her highways, which

are still the wonder of modern engineers, represented the moest
advanced stage of the art of trunsportation as it was then

made possible the development of her territory,
us this essential feature recognized by her govern-
it with every territory subdued her first act was
the construetion of roads to develop its transpor-
the United States is so great that if it had not
[ steam as a motive power and the development

of steamt transportation lines, it would have been impossible in hundreds of
years 1o develop the territory as it is developed to-day.

In the

it into three hrond

studying

vidle

transportation

history of this country we can di-

periods.  First, was the pioneer construction—

that is, the lines that were fhrown out in advance of the population by

those oreat,

risked their all on the «

Huntingions, the Crocker

The second pery N.l

agreater complexity than

hardy, courageous men,

nt‘!'::'I.;,{]I]t and faith, and
orreciness of their judgment—such men as the
= and the Hills.

of railroad development involyed problems of
those of the pioneer days. The demands for

who had

transportation multiplied so rapidly that construction was unable to keep

e with it. Great ¢itie

for terminul facilities wh

& grew up and with them an imperative demand
ich would be sufficient not only for present needs,

but wonld look well into the future. In the face of rninous competition,
which Dad foreed rates down from one-half to one-third of what they
were in any other country in the world, roadwayvs and bridges had 1o be
built, noproved safety devices invented and inspalled, enrves had to he

elimiinated and arpdes re

croacel,
hesn

amdl new

NEve antivipated

pleted @ it cannot stand

s reine,

tlie mnasonahle o ]r;v"lr\al]

wevoind that amd ninpwese

tor thie defeat of the VEEN

duced so that the tonnage per train could be in-

and heavier equipment provided on a scale that had

and before this reconstrustion work was comn-

pleted, the ever incressing demands had ouigrown the enlargements.  Ii

was then reabized that a railrond never is completed and never can be com-

still ‘but must continue to expend amd 1mprove

and keep pace with the growth of the country it serves.
The third period s the

period of governmental control and inter-

Honegtly coneeived laws fo campel a service that will meet with

of the pairons of a road and prevent diserimina-

tions. stock-watering and stock jobbery are right and proper. Lut fo go far

unreazonable burdens and unfair resivictions looks

purpose which it ig sought to attain.

The universe has many surprises and is

Werld
Not
Yet

Explored

of the
with fresh revelations regarding
its nature and treasures. So that the wisest
of habitual for
pin no faith to past and pres-
knowledze other that

perpetually upsetting the theories

Wise Ien
state readiness

noveltios and

A&re in oA

cut wodica of than

they serve for the time |u:i|l_'_{. To <o other-

wise i= [atal. a= scientfilie ]l]'-'ltll'_\ testifies

veain amd again.

By COUNT FERDINAND LORREZO.

When Mother Shipion predicted instan-

taneous convmunication hetween continents

lier prophecy sounded visionary. utopian,

araph made it possible

don 1o come into

tablished the vision
thought essential.
Lave been atfirmed
force It 1= .':l'l-l-lnlu{
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mined with mnnd.
imng

are |
But 1
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to demonstrate
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cobservation of mass an
But
Onr senses themsel

yoeurs ago the
selence,
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they interpret the world

The five senses agree well enough,

all, It

fisuls forms in empty space,

pass throngh air without an effort,

resisting.
Our world 15 unex)

mmrevenled. We do not

ns. We do not know wi
selyi <, about the \'.'i'lfti'.
powers, the dead,

be expevted.  They
them.

tefore it

are.
The coal lay in
miasd.

they

was

long before

sun. the woon amd stars swung in their orbits mil-

Ihons of vears

stuelien] them.

for New York and San Franeisco,
Pl iate  eonpnnreiat ion,

beviame a

i!llllln-ii:-lilil'.

lonks throueh walls,

the unborn.

were utilized.

iwlore human eve either

chimerical, Buot the invention of the tele-

Pariz and Lon-
When telegraphy was es-

reality. But a wire for a long time was

Without this connecting medinm communication would

Now that wireless telegraphy is here, per-

as possible.

neredulous of the intercommunion of
he |unin-nt laborers in the laboratorics ave

latest novelty.

telepathy,

Prepar-

ible,

d the conservation of eneegy were infallible pos-

+ atom was indestrm but now no lonzer; the

times amd dicta have ehanged since then.

ves seem to be progressive, and as they advance
They
but the sixth undees {he work of them
and future,

Flammarion writes that

but find iron

ANeW, find new forces, elaborate new laws.

views past

dored. The universe is as vet
that awaits

wmi will be revealed abont our-

know the future
the stars, the sea, the invisible
Glorious things may

We merely
the bosom of the earth ages
Steam amd electricity
The

have not found

existd
varth itself, the

inhabited or

XISt

intelligent  beings

Proofs of

the
World
Invisible

may
aronnd and among us naperceived during
our whole lives, and yet capable, under cer-
tain circmmstances, of making their pres-
enice known by acting on matter will be in-
conceivable to some, and will be doubted
by many more, but we venture to say that
no man acquainted with the latest discover-
ies and the highest speculations of modern

scicnce will deny its possibilitv. The ex-

By SIRALFRED RUSSELL WALLACE

istence of such preferhuman intelligences,
if proved, would only add another and

Rl COSIMOs OUT 201808

more =triking illustration than any we have
vet received of how small a protion of the
give us cognizance of.

All the most powerful and universal forces of nature now are referred

10 minute vibrations of

an almost infinitely attenunated form of matter;

andl by the grandest generalizations of modern science the most varied

natural phenomena have
lieat, electricity, magnet

been traced back to these recondite forves. Light,
sm, and probably vitality and gravitation are be-

lieved to be but modes of motion of a space filling ether; and there is not
a single manifestation of force or development of heauty but i=s derived
from ane or the other of these,

And these manifestations of force are produced by a form of matter

g0 impalpable that only

hy itz effects does it become knorn o ue.

With

such phenmmena every where around us we must admit that ii intelligences
of what we may call an ethereal nature do exist we have no reason to dmy

them the use of these etheredl forces which are the
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YORK . —About the oddest of

the many odd vacations fellowed
by some New Yorkers is that of a man
who may be sesn at work almost every
day at the mouth of Newtown creek.
He drifts and sculls around slowly in
a falr sized rowboat all day long. His
only tool of trade Is a heavy blanket.
He takes this blanket and spreads it
out over the surface of the water be-
side his boat, just as a woman spreads
a blanket in making a bed.

The shifting of the sluggish current
swooths the blankel almost as soon as
It rests on the water. The man lets it
rest there half a minute, perhaps
three-quarters of & minute, and then
hauls it in and wrings it dry, (wisting
it in his powerful hands, just as n
woman would a sheet from the wash-
tub. He is not washing the blanket,
nowever—ihe waters of Newtown
creek are not limpid enough lor laun-
dry purposes. The water that he
wrings from it he 8 careful to let
fall into the boat itself,

He does this over and over again
until the bottom of the boat Is half
full. 'Then he pulls for the shore with

i)

l.\’ the great training ring where Al

fred G, Vanderbilt exerclses his
horses at Oakland farm, Newport,
there was prancing and caracoling by
two-legged beings the other night
Bine-bloaoded quadrupeds gave place
to bipeds who also claim pedigrees. In
elnborateness this Vanderbilt ball was
above uny slmilar festivity in Newport
this season.

Indeed, the milllonaire colony at
midnight was calling Vanderbilt “a
life-saver,” for he had achieved the
feat of bringing gayety into a summer
that was just about to go Into history
as the most deadly dull period of sup
posed enjoyment ever known in the
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Skinning the Standard Oil Company

h!s cargo, 'bales qut his boal-inkg bar
| rels standing on the water's edge and

{ goes hack for ancther lead.

Along the mnks of Newtown creek
are probahly more oil refineries than
there are along any other stream in
the world. The surface of the water
never is rufiled, even in the severest
storms, it is so thickly coated with
the oil that escapes from these re-
fineries and swinge back and Torth in
a long, wide ribbon up and down the
East river with the movement of the
tides and the passing of the boats.

The man with the blanket Is col
lecting the oil from the surface of Lhe
water, He manages to accumulate
enough gzallons of oll in the course of
a day’s work to make a fair living for
himself. The eil that he gathers thus
he szells at a price somewhat below
that which the Standard charges to ils
CUstomers.

The Standard Ol Company claims
that ite vast profits are due primarily
to the rigid economies of its business,
but it never has been able to eliminate
entirely thiz flow of its product into
the adjacent stream. Possibly it thinks
that the collections of this oil would
be too minule an economy for even
it carefulness to consider.

This man with the blanket is known
all anlong the waterside as the "skin-
ner.” This is partly becanse he skins
the river of its oll and partly because
he is unique; he sking the Standard
| Oil Company.

Vanderbllt lees Ball in Horse Ring

and a =zroup of the hast’s friends. who
came from this city. The whole farm
was lluminated with electric lighis
and all of the bulldings and the main
house were open for the use of the
guests. In the elaborate scheme of
decorations, secarlet and white, the
Vanderbilt colors, predomindated every-

where. The dancing took place in the
trophy room at the end of the big
building, where a special floor had

been laid.

The guests were received by Vander-
bilt and Myrs. Reginald C. Vanderbllt
The cotlllon was led by Worthington
Whitehouse.

Vanderhilt had a surprise for his
guests In the supper room. The upper
veranda of the show ring was used ot
the purpose snd it was turned into a
ronf garden. There were trellises, with
vines and earlet and white flowers
Flower beds had been lald out and
among these the supper tables were
set. The paths between the tables
were graveled and sod-lined. giving

greatest of American watering places.

The gunests numbered at least 200,
the list inecluding practically all
praminent Newport sammer residents
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IVALING Willlam Waldorf Astor's

largest apartment house in the
United States, between Seventy-eighth
and Seventy-ninth streets, Broadwav
ind West End avenue, Henry R.
Francis., D. and John Sherman Hoyt
have signed a contract which condi-
tiong that by October 1, 1908, the
largest and the most perfectly
equipped apartment house in  the
world will be ready for occcupuncy. It
will oceupy the block bounded by
Eightv-sixth and Eighty-seventh
gtreets, Broadway and Amsterdam ase-
nue, and wlll consist of 175 apart-
ments, in a 12-s1ory bullding, and a
population of at least 1,000 persons.
The lowest rental will be $2,000 5 year
and the highesy $6.000.

An eleciric plant equipped with de-
vices not now In operation anywhere
will supply hest and Humination.
Each apartment will be supplied with
a reflvigerating plant, so that “rtable
fee” cian b manufactured for Indi-
" yvidusl use. There will be no cold

.
o
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HOUGH the “finds” have never
been Important enough to tempt
anyone commercially, Manhattan

igland Je not a little of a8 Golconda. In
its rocks nearly every tlme a big ex-
cavatlon Is made there crop out gems,
oftentime of no small valne. Even
gold is to be found under the build-
ings und streets of New York, and
diamonds and emeralds are premy
nearly the only stones of adornment
that have not been discovered.

The gold is not in sufficient quan-
tities to make a prospecting expedi-
tion worth while, as at best it will not
run over two dollars a ton in value;
but it exists nevertheless. There have
been discovered also nearly 120 dif-
ferent varieties of gems stuck on the
rocky ribs of Manhattan. Garnels take
the lead of all: A few rubies and sap-
phires have been found, but they s=el-
dom are of great value. With garnets,
however, it is quite another thing.

In Twenty-fifth street, near Hroad-
way, there was discovered, not so very
long 280, one of the mosi beautiful as
well as one of the largest garneis In
the world. 1t was unearthed in the
course of digging a sewer. The vi
cinlty of

Ihv‘

Gems Plentlful on

the impression that the supper was
| ' being served in an Italian garden.
Three orchestras pluayed In the supper
hour and for the t!ilm-llu:..

Largest Apartment House Is Planned

storage apparatus, as it Is commonly
understood, but there will be a systemn
of refrigevation, and on apparatus for
cooling in summer unlike unsthing
now in existence. Each spartment
will contaln gquarters for not less than
two servanis. There will be four im-
mense laundries for the accommoda-
tlon of teégants and each suite of apart
ments will be provided with a separate
steam clathes dryer—an innovation
nol introduced elsewhere. The cost
of the bullding will be about $3,000,000.

The project takes in a tremendous
scope In {18 general architectural fea-
tures, as well as in its individual plan-

nings. The frst two stories will be
of Indiana lHmestone,

The most striking feature of this
greatl collection of houses within &

house will be the conrtvard, fashioned
partly after the Spanish patio, or the
more familinr [talian gardem. The
main entrance will congist of a double
drivewar from Eighty-sixth street. The
courtvard fiself is to be a rectangle
of 250x100 feet. There will be a side-
walk dotted with entrances into the
varfous apartments that abut on the
open space, a double driveway paved
with oaken blocks and 8 central lawn,
which in the summer months will be
used for various forms of entertain-
ments,

Manhattan Island

there, in the course of blasiing for
deep building foundatlons. The trou-
ble about finding gems Iin the course
of such work, however, I8 that nelther
Ihe contractor nor his men are in
search of them, and when they de
come to anyene's notice it is purely
by chance. It has been by the purest
stroke of fortune that any have been
found at =all Probably hundreds
more, better and more beautiful, have
been carted away with loade of rock

NOT REALLY KIND.

He wa= a bald-headed hachelor,
whose heart for the first time had
been moved by the tender passion.

“Then voun confess” he said in a
trembling voice 1o the object of his
regard, “that you like me a little—
that yvoun admire certain qualities of
my head?

“Yes" shyly responded the young
lady.

“And may 1 ask,” he i:amtmued in a
tone of emotion, “what those quali
ties are?”

“I can hardly explain” s=ald the
young lady bashfully, “but | thiok it is
becsuse vour head is zo melllfinent—
I can’t express it more clearly.”

“And you can never know how I

nppreciste your high opinion,”  ex-
claimed the bappy bachelor, as he
pressed her hand. He didnt know

just what “mellifiuvent” meant, but he
was sure it was the synonym for some-
ihing grand and : and, when

-.......
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THE MAN UNDER
THE TREE -

c+e ——

By DON MARK LEMON

WCopyright,

It would be a grim, unpleasant piece
of work, to be sure; bur what else
conld they do? The most valuable
horses of the settlement had been
stolen, one after another, with cop-
summale daring and cunning, and,
now that they had the guilty parly in
their power, were they to let him go
because to hang him would be nn un-
pleasant duty?

“HBoxs, all of vou that have a horse
you wouldn't llke to lose, just step
over here.”

Nine of the ten came from under
the tree and guathered heside their
leader in the open. The tenth man—
the man who remalned in the shaduw
of the trée—was bound hand and foot

and couldu’'t wvery well change his
position. Besldes, he was the “horse
thier.,”

“Well, boys,” demanded the leader;
“Are we a gquortiim?”

“Sure!™

"Then he hangs?™”
The nine men nodded their heads.

“Good!”

“Hold on. gentlemen'!” cried the
Mun under the Tree, 1 wish again
ta ussert that 1 bounght this horse

which rou accuse me of stealing, and
paid $200 for her.

There wus a lond guffaw.

“You don’t helileve me, gentlemen?”
The Man under the Tree seemed
hurt.

“Believe you! ‘sald
*"Why, mranger. (hat's
Besa and he'd have
grandmother firse™

“But, gentlemen.”
Man under the Tree,

Irader.
Wilkine'
with his

the
ald
parted
exposiulated the
“wouldn't it

him?"”

The leader smiling, said:
were vou ever hanged?”

The Man uander the Tree made a
deprecatory movement. “Only twice,”™
he said.

“*Well. vou're a cool un!”
the Jeader, when
breath,

The members of the quornm then
gathered In a2 body around the Man
under the Tree. One of them Took a
lariat from his arm and another ad-
justed It abont the prisoner’s neck,
This last man was the leader himself,
and he could tie a knot that len't
down smong s=ailor knots nor in popu-
lar religions works. It was a hang-
man’s knot and It had never been
known to fall when given a fair trial.

Then the loose end of the Iariat
was thrown over a strong limb of the
Lree,

“Gently, boys!™ cantloned the leud-
er. “Gently! He comes of good fam-
ily and perhaps if he hadn't been a
hoss thief he had been & honor 1o the
community. Gently!™

The body of the prisoner was drawn
up. the loose end of the larint se-
curely fixed, and the quornm stood off
and viewed Its work. The hanged
man swung about six feet off the
gronnd, hig face twisting towards the
tree, o that the men beneath could
not well see ils expression. How-
ever, they did mol wish 10,

“Too bad,” murmured the leader,
“that his ‘education was neglected.
But it’s too lste now, boys, for moral
suasion!”

The others gilently nodded thelr
heads in confirmation of this quorum,
and mounting their horses ode has-
tily away with the bay of Wilkins
In the lead.

Arriving at the settlement, about
half a mile distant, the stern hody
gathered under the roof of the Red
Dog and beéegan a game of faro.

“Won't old Wilkins be glad when he
sels eves ofi that bay of his agaln?
The meetin® "1l be just ltke a father
findin’ a long lost daughter”™

IHut the whisky being strong and the
playing high, the men socon forget
about Wilking, the Man under the
Tree and the bay horse, and not antll
Wilkins himself came walking Into
the Red Dog did the incidents of
the earlier forenoon again recur to
them.

“Hello, Wilking'!™ criled the speak-
er of ihe-late quornm. “How’'s Bess™

“Bess? Oh, she’s outside, buoyin'
canned goods.”

“Buvin’ canned goods, Ils she™ ques-
tioned the cowman. "“Whin did ye
tearn her the thrick?”

Wilking looked about and seeing a
grin on every face reallzed the con-

.

stranger,

exclaimed
he again got his

fusion of terms. “'Oh, you mean the
bay; not my wife?"”

“Sure!™

“Well,” rejoined Wilkins, hitching

uneasily, “I mught as well let the cat
ont o' the bag before it's got kitiens.
i sold Bess this mornin’ to—"

I'he smentence was never finished,
or I end fairly drowned in a chorns
of “Hell!”

“Can’t & man sell his own horse?”
demanded Wilkins.

A glass of raw spirite whizzed over
his head und crashed aguinst the op-
posite wall. X

“Why, you lop-eared coyofe, aln't
ve got no more judgmint than to sell
a horeg widout first tellin® ivery man
wid a rope fur twinty mijes aroun™!
Ain't—ugh!” broke off the speaker,
reaching for another glass to throw
at Wilkins. “You clam wid the lock-
jaw, vou fish widout the light av In-
l.elllmce"'

“What's the matter? demanded
Wilkins, keeping a sharp eye on the

glasses.
"Wl!y md’mwnm

be |
wise to look up Wilkins first and ask |
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thief! Quick, boys, let's cut him down
and glve him respletful burial “fore
he's had the time to be insulted!™

There was a wild break for the
door and Wilkins went down and was
walked all over; but, mad as a hornet,
he was not the last to reach the lo-
cality of the hanging.

“You're a pack of fools!"” he shouts
ed to his companions. “And the next
mother's son of you I catch with a

shirt on, T'll hang for stealin’ the
shirt!™
The Irishman almost wept. “Boyse

‘twas an error av judgmint
av heart.
s0,”

The face of the Man under the Tree
had swung around to the west, and
us the little body of remoraseful seb
tlers drew near, a peaceful smils
gathered upon the hanged man's lips
and suddenly his eves opened wide
and looked down at those beneath.

“Holy saints in hivin!™ coried the
Irishman, Kneeling in bhis saddle.
“Look at him!"

One of the evelids of the Man under
the Tree trembled and for 1« momeng
clsed over the eyeball. The specta-
tors could searcely believe thelr own
eves,. The Man under the Tree was
winking.

Cut
kins,

“Cut him down yoursill,” groaned
the Irishman. “The divil I'll touch 1t
It's a ghost!™

At these words a shudder
amongst the men and each
without the power of motion.

Wilkins braced himself In his seat,
ook steady, deliberate aim at the
| lariat just ubove the hpad of the
hanged man, and fired. The hair thong
parted as clean as from a knlfe eut,
and the Man under the Tree landed
in the soft earth, upright and rigid
on his feet, instead of falling prone,
as a decent corpse would have done.

It wag with the greatest doubt and
trepidation that the others watched
Wilking as he freed the Man under the
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him down!" thundered Wik

went
seemed

“You Clam Wid the Lockjaw, You Fish
Widout the “Light Av Intelligence,”

Tree of the noose about hig neck and
severed his bonds: bot, Instead of fall-
ing down, a corpse, or vanishing like
@ ghost, he gratefully stretched his
limbs, cleared his throat, licked his
congesied lips, and, singling out the
Irishman, addressed him pleasantly,
it somewhat hoarsely:

“Good aflernoon, sir.”

Al these wihrds the snperstitions Hi-
bernian collapsed, looking for all the
world, with his great, Iank arms and
legs, llke some queer kind of game, all
tentacies, thrown acrose his horee's
saddie.

Wilkins, not having seen the man
hanged, was Jess affected than the oth-
ers, and he was the first to find
speech,

“We owe you an apoldgy. sir,” he be-
gan, rdather lamely.

The Man under the Tree held up
his hands depreesiingly. “No apolo-
gv. nu apology, sir, no occasion o
apologize. 1 like a pleasant joke now
#nd then as well a8 any man.”

Al these reassuring words all the
remalinder of the company, saving the
Irishman, found speech, and many
were their ejaculations of wonder and
delight as they dismounted and erowd-
ed around the Man under the Tree

“Why, vyou ornary cuss,’ cried the
former speaker of the quorum, “you'll
hold whisky vet!™

“Whisky,” =aid the Man under the
Tree, meditatively. “Whisky! It
seems to me | bave heard that word
before. Ah!” He Yook one of the
several fasks hastily proffered him,
and holding it high over his head,
eried: "Gentlemen, a toasi! Here's to
the man who likes whisky when it's
good and men when theyre a Hitle
bad—Myself!"”

This toast was drunk with the high-
est approval, and the Man undir the
Tree proposed a second. .

“Here's to the man you can't Iun‘,
for his windpipe Is sliver, ani the
rope only tickies him and makes hlm
laagh—My=ell!”

There was a crash of hwhu Elass,

s

A\




