THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE: SATURDAY. NOVEMBER 10, 1877—-TWELVE PAG

E8.

9

“LITERATURE.

“The Story of Avis,” by
Elizabeth Stuart
Phelps.

Transcaucasia and  Ararat--
An Ascent of the Moun-
tain,

D¢, Maudsley on the Physiology of
Mind-~~The Nibelungen-
Lied,

ayisg-Cards---Art Notes---Gor-
man Universities---Modern
French Pottery and
Porcelain,

Flora Round About Chicago: The
Spurgeworts=--Vitality of
Antse-«-African Ex.
ploration.

LITERATURE.

AVIY,

THE STORY OF AVIS. Ity Ertzanern Stmany
Porurs, Anthor of **The (iates Ajar.* Tioston:
Janes i Oazood & Co.  Chiearo: Jansen,
Clyrg & Co.. and 1ladley Bros. & Co. 1¢mo.,
pp. 497, Irice, $1.00.
1t Is to be supposcd that ** The Storyof Avis

was writlen to cnlist sympathy In the heart-
breaking triais atd rorrows which marriage im-
poses ipon a woman lifted above the ordinary
Jevel of humanity by the posscssion of genius
and an utter destitution of practical knowledge,
It this be 1ts purpose,—and none other can
reasonably be ascribed to it,—It must meet with
glgnal fallure, save, possibly, in the unbappy
wses whero it addresses itsclf to women as
miserabfy i to the ¢ exi] {es of
life as was the heroine of the narrative.

Asls was the daughter of a Profcasor In an
Esstern Unlversity,—inheriting from ber moth.
er, who dicd in the daughter’s early childhood,
the artistic temperament, and a passion, founded
upot genufne talent, for puintiog,  Ier glrish
Hife, passed under the home-tare of a whlowed
aunt, and surrounded Ly tho ntellectuat intlu-
ences peevading the hiouschold of a literary mau,

. and the soclut atmorplicreof n New-Englaond uni.
ersity-town, was marked by no especlal traits,
cxeepta development of thedreams and chimeras
peenliar to o poetie nature, and of 8 rooted

antlpathy to affairs ol every sort partaking of o

domestic or material character. At 19, having

completed her school-education, Avis went to

Eurove to teceive the finfshing refinement of

manners amf mind which travel abroad is ex-

pected to afford,  Instead of returning at the
end of a year's wandering, as had been anticl-

vated, she obtatned permission of her father (o

remaln for the purpose of studying Art, and

dttiug bersel! for what she had long before de-
clled shoull be her Itfe-vovation. Six yearswere

spent in Florence, Rome, and Paris, 11 the dili-

gent purstit of her aimy~—the Inst two years
under the mstrtetion of Couture, who " pro.
nouuced ker his most promtaing pupll, and pre-
dicted for her a wlorfous career,

ALS%—a tolerably mature age for a woman
of her unusnally wise exneriences,~Avis re-
wrned to ber native land and her father's
bouse, Alled with the ardent hopes und high as-
plrations of a youne and gilted urtist. It s at
this point that * The Story of Avis? opens, At
necting of the Poctry Club,—one of the nu-
merous literary instiiutions patronized by the
young people of Harmnouth,—she resumcs her
assuclatlons with her old triends and acqumnt-
anee, aud @8 fneroduced to Phillp Ostrander, n
tutor in the University, with thie bulld and as-
peet of a benefictent god in the Norse mvih
ogy, with o remarkably musleal veice, fine per-
ceptious, commanding faculties, aud & brilltant
tuture alrcady assured,

Avis aud Pidlip recognlze from the first the
aflinitics which attract them to one another fr-
resistibly,  For many months the strong reso-
lutlon of the woman to dedieate herser! solely
tothe urt alie loves with the lustinet and in.
tensity of zendue, holds aut agatust the wootug
of the lover; and then she surrenders to a pas-
lnlun beconig strouger cven than that  for paiug-
g,

Avis is 27, or thercabout, when she becomes
the wife of Ostrander. 1t had Leen previously
arranged between the two, with the deliclous
imbeaility of lovers, that Prillp was not o ex-
pect Avis, wlmh he married hier, to become his

) or i sont

} of a
matters, ber incapaclty ta cope with them, and
her lutred of thie Gother they fofifet, were
mutually acknowledged and  accepted.  She
Was to continue a high-priestess of Art, and {n
thuttudio futervrot the sucred oracles articu-
lated by her genfus, with the same devotion
wheu a wife as when majden,

Fora ye wore the married palr realized
the parg, s pussible to the connubinl state,
They Wad entered upon the cxperlment of
liousckeeplng  inmunedintely after the bridal
telp, wud somchow—thy mystery {8 not te.
yealed—the domestle machinery lor 4 time re-
volved without apparent. hiteh or disaster, The
extraordinury  fenorance, or we will call
ft “dinine duliness,”"—borrowing the dainty
Vibrase from the author.~of Avis concernin;
the slimplest womanly duties, ls demonstrate,
{u tneldents 1ke the ulluwlx:‘. While tho prep-
aratlons for hier marrfogo and the equipment of
lerhouse were In progress, ber Aunt Chioe had
been so tiresonse ns to speak to Avis on the sub-
cot of bed-linen and napery, with which some-

y must of necessity bo troubled. .

* What s it,"? she sald to Coy onoday, sitting
fu the cheerful patsotinge-perlos, “that has
happened Lately fn the cotton-market) Aunt
Chiloe keepa telling we how cheap unblesched

cream, muddy coflee, ana cold beefsteak,—a
satuple, we may {ufer, of the Jdiet on which be
bai becn fed for more than a twelvemontl, cre
be arnived 4t the point of andible protestation,
Being sweelly remimied that he did tat marr
Avis to bLe his bousekeeper, the sciitah, hard-
pressed creature blurted out between his closed
teeth, * Yus, I remember, [ dou’t know what
we were either of us thinking of ¢

18 1s not snznlar that Avis' reasitive feellnes
were {njured by this unguarded admisslon of
thelr fatal mistake; yet was mhe not, as the

anthor wouls have us feel throughout
hier story, the ounly martyr. There were
two of them. {18 just that Ostran-

der's defenae should be undertaken, and thae
the one-slded case made out by Miss Phelps in
hehall of Avls should not o unchallenged.
The buok A meant, i a subtle way, to bear
upon the mrest question of e adjustuent af
the relative dutics of men and womet in the
snarital relation; and the untate presentation of
Lhe cause of the woinen provokes at least s word
of remnstrance.

Avis strove nobly, it must be granted, to
master the uncomfurtable situation In which
ahe had put he She pattently cidured the

ity which hold-cares that could not
be shirked, and the bisth ot children, produced,
of putting by her brushes and  eased until somie
indefinite fnture time of Jelsure. She likewlse
toiled cheerfnlly to perform properly the serv.
fres required of a housewife; out still (L was
alwavs i the aping ol a greatly wronged amd
outraged woman. Ostrander is, on the other
band, even made to appear in & vague way s
carelessand thoughtless oppressor, and marriage
Heelf an inetruaent  of cructition, atd
tuaiuly  becuuse  Avis  found it banl to
be occupled with the petty, vet important,
detatls of iife, st to descend from the realms
of tmagination. which sbe felt were her peculiar
province, t the plaln realities of the common.
place world,—10 answering the homely, human
demanda of g hustand and young childeen, The
crrors and shortcomings of Ostrander—which
were of no very hiefoous character—are magnl-
fied to the utmost, while not & hint 18 dropped
that Avis was puiity of an error,—nav, more
than that, of a sin, i marryine without one
matter-of-fact notion of what the condition im.
phies, ar of the serious, thorourh training every
woman 12 m dnty bound to go throush, 1 arder
to be capalile of |»curln].' her share of the respon-
fhil which the t of a lousehold
0yoives.

In shiort, as has been already. stated. the story.
of Avistaa grossly-partial plea tn {avor of a
gifted. incompetent woman, who weakly, rash.
ly undertovk—iike too many of lier sex—the
onerous, vet sanctified, duties of n wife; and
then threw upou fate and her husband the
blame for hardshipz for which her own criminal
fgnornce und seitishuces ctietly sbould Le bheld
to up necaunt,

8o much space has been orcupied with the
moral of Miss Phelps’ stary that but tittle can
be given to the gnethods” by which she has
worked L out.  We pass without critictsin the
unnatural Jeterioration of the chacacter ot Ua.
travder, [t s pussible that o umon with an
idealist Hke Avis, who can paint macoliiceut
picturcs, but has grown np thinking it hot worth
hier while to know nnfllnun of the mtnplest proce
csses involved i ddally hiving, or of the dignity
and dellght of ministering to buman nature's
camimnott ticeds, might rupidly demoraiize n tnan
having the rarely fine trafis bestowed upon
Phlliy'm the veinning.  Had this been given
as the reagon for his swift decline 1o manliness,
1t would have been toferably satfsfactory. . As
it 18, we tmust accuse the author of an unjust
treatinent of his case,

The terary style of Miss Phelps hax always
been open to'censure, and does not amend with
practice. It becomes extremely wearlsome to
strucgle with the obscure meanings of her pe-
dunic sen{ences and forced rhetorfcal figures.
What {s the significance, for

atperatitlons reverence, that 19 anmmnit has |

never been trod sinee the days of Noah by a hu-
man fuotstep.

Mr. Bryce undertook the ascent with hie tray.
el companfon nud an eaenrt of Conaacks and
Kurd«, I, all Tmtineg bim foseard the ened. he

ade the Inst 5,000 fect entirely alone. 8t

rarat, with the nelehboring ™ peak  called
Little "Ararat, forme an eltiptical mass about
twenty-tive mifes i length from  nortiwest
to southeast, and about twelve miles 1n
whith, It e fsofated on all sules cxeept the
northiwest, where it 18 connected with a long
tidge of voleanic monntains by a cot about 7,00
feet high. ‘The whole mountaln Is siugularly
bare of wood,—here and there a aingle tree of
dwarfed helght occurrlng fnslicttered situations
abiout 5,000 or 6,000 feet aliove the sea. The en-
tire flora of the mountain is nseanly; and, ns
mighit be expected in the ahsence of woud and
shelter, the fauna embraces but few specles
sparsely represented,

*'The noble thine about Ararat,” says Me,
Bryee, *ix not the parts, but the whafe, 1 know
nothing so subiltse as the weneral aspect of Lhis
huge yet gracelnl mass seen from the surrotind-
g piafos; no view which filfs the belielder with
& profotinder setee of wrandeur snd space than
that which 15 unlolded when, on climbiog lts
tofty side, he sees the lar-stretehing slopes be-
beath and the boundless waste of mountams
beyomt, spread out under lis eye. Jhe very
nllmnlll'lly. or aven motatony, of buth forin atrl
colot, fucreases s majesty,  One's eye is not

verted by a3 variety of points of interest;
il the linca lead stratght up to the towenng,
Anowy siinmit, which ts steep enoutch on the
apper  part Lo be  beautiful, while |ta
braad-spread hase and rocky buttresses grive lta
sort of slately solidity. The color 18 as simple
as the form,” From s geoliy-uclinen podeatal
of grencrally whitish ke, torimed, us hae been
sahl, of volcanie sand aml ashies, the steep clopes
rise in A belt of green 5000 feet wide; above
this s unotfier zone of Wack volcanie rowk,
streakod with enow-beda; highest of ali, (he cap
of duzzting silver, At one g * Lhe eye takes
in all these z2ones of clunate aml vegetation,
fram the swellering plain to the iey pionacle,
runging theouh more than 14,000 foet of ver-
ucal hieight.  There can be but Tew other taces
1 the workd where so Jofty 2 peak (17,000 feet)
soars #u suddenly from s plaf so fow, 4000 to
A0 feet above Che sea, ana consequently few
views equally grand."

Tt 18 4 strgular fact that Ararat forms the
inceting-place of three. ereat Empires, .On the
top of its lower peuk, the dominions of the Czar,
t!w Sultat, and “the Shal converge to a polnt,
From this focte the frontier between Perata and
Turkey trends to the southi-sonthwest; and Uhat
of Turkey and Russfa runs afong the crest of
Gireat Ararat and passes ofl 1u » northwesterly
direction

‘The feat of ascending the Yofty peak of Ara.
rat laviog been satisfactorily accomplished, Mr,
Bryee retraced us steps to Tils, umd thenve
turned westward to Potl, on the coast of the
Black Sea, and, taking a steamer, showly passed
to Constantinople, where he takes leave of ihe
reader.

113 u finat cnapter of his work, Mr. Bryce sums
up his conclustons concerning the attitude of
Russn, and ats possidle influence wphon the in-
terests of England.  He acknowledges that he
entered the territory ol the Czar with a inind
which had Leen prejudiced since ebBdhvod
acgainsl the power that monaren adminsters,—
believing 1L to be a despottsin secking every-
where to oppress and destroy freedom, . He has
returned from his tour with opintons radically
changed respeeting the motives and the move.
ments of the Russlan Government.  Pe now
considers that the Caar does not desire, and
cautiot alford, to make further tereitoral con-
Quests: and thit the amition which some mil-
tary men inay have iu this direetion does pot
represent the ”‘l“cf of the ruler or the aptrit of

¢ etted ¢

piey, ©
‘Jiquid  moods.”  “unaccentustod  natures,'
“aroumatic enjoyuient,” “the purple whicness
of 1he Florentine sky,” and finger-tips tighten-
ine ke “growing shells” § And who will ex-
plafn o persons of straluhit-formed speech
vropositions Jike these: ** Avis was not without
capabiiity of velishing a certain quality of puis.
on, nottoo fully flavored, of vrismatic tints,
and ina lilv’s shape, like hyacinths.! * Avis
wog o carewors womanj Cand, ke most
people with whom life has dealt hnlcnsrly and
introspectively, the pressure of the advanemg
upon the retreating generation touched her per-
sunality more than hee  phllanthropy or philos.
ophy "1 Of fmagery stralned until it becomes
nonscnse we quole s Kinele speeimien: * The
first Virginla dawn unfolded like o tea-ruse
leal. Down through the great barrens the pas-
¢lons grew; cternal five *sot seutinel upon the
fow horizon of Carolina: Georgin took up the
torch, abd ran with it, like a will-o*the-wisp,
from swamp to ewamp, swift to the everglades,
where Florlda kneeled  fu purple and scarlet,
Itke a Queen who was crowned fu prayer."
P

MTOARARAT,
TRANECAUCASIA AND ARMRAT: Deixa Nores

OF A YacaTioN Toun iy tne Avress or IR70,

Ry Jaura Bavcex, Author of **Tne Holy Roman

Kmpire.” London: Macmillon & Co. Chicazo;

g_::nggn. McClurg & Co. 12mo.. pp. 420, Price,

The author of “The Iloly Roman Emplire®
plalnly shows s scholarly proctivities fn these
notes of atraveler. They form by no meaus
the Mght and popular narrative which we are
accustomed to recclve from the summer-tour-
1st, but partake rather of the wolid character of
a political or historical disquisition. As the
book owes its publication to the unexpected
promiuence which the outbreak of the present
war has given tothe countrios it descrlbes, s
good deal of {ts space (s devoted to the author's
convictions with regard to Lhe moveincats of
Russia in the East, lier ajtns n the extension of
hicy boundaries India-ward, aud the influence of
Ler Government upon the territorics and
tribes thus far brought under her domiuton.
The svaco so filled is not the least Interesting
portion of the book, asit shows that English-
men of broad mind and liberal culture are

capable of judging a rival uation dispassion
ately, und ot ding to it the p {on of
1p} lightencd nod r le as

| o ¥ a8 '3
those which deads
administration.
‘Two thousaud miles of Mr. Bryce’s journcy to
Mi. Ararat ran across the great plamn, or
steppe, which lles between the Gulf of
Bothunia and the Caucasus. From 8t, Peters-
burz by 1all to Nijin-Novgorod, the seat of the
creat  foir annually beld by the Hussians;
thence by steamer on the Vulga to Saratol, a
city of 80,000 inhabitants: aud again by rail to
Viadikavkaz, at the foot of the Caucasus,
describes the route by which the Czar's
E domalu was travcesed, The 120

the poliey of their own

fotton is. 1 think it 18 25 cents,—or real'y, por-
::113:. u‘ [ rxivlul; Is "m“hnw'i () h\‘llnl i.od!he
Tests o ¢ country that [ ou, ere
stand e y Rt o under
Un hearfne, In explanation, that sheets have
o b provided for servants’ beds, Avis inuocent-
Iy continnes: *Inever thoughts . , . And
B thut what she meant, tou, about towelsi
l‘}w‘:}{ceu exhausting the subject of towels,
Coy. There {8 somethlng very remarkable sbout
them, T think you cut the tringe, or clse you
tl—1aL e ste,  No, [ think you overcast it,
i think it wus very ill-mannered in Aunt
Chloe
Poor, fil-treated  Avis, before whom suchlg-
Boule facts were cruclly thrust, was now o
Years ol remember, and had been ustee towels
all lier days, und bud been' resred In a femily tn
n ances, which wll of the
keeping byt a single servant, Yet, as we are

wiles of mountain-road stretehing from this
point to Titlis were performed by carriage and
post-t , which, J to the Russt
custum, were traveled on by uight as by
day,~the stations along  the route
ffording no d for the weary
guest, beyoud Loiling water for his tea, with
which he provides bimscif; and, possibly, room
to lle on the flour wruupetl n hln own blaukets,
it tatigue, or the lack of horees at the timy ro-
quired, epforees a pause in his progress.

Tils, tho Capital ol Transcaucasia,standa on
the swift, turbid Kur, inclused by blgh, bare,
brown bills, which shut it 1 on every side. The
climpte is warm sud equable i winter, but
summer is lm.olen‘;)olg hot. The city, comprise
ing in all about 61,000 {nhabitants, 8 divided {n.
tothree vortious. First{sthe Kuselan town,whera
the Court abides, and the fushion and wealth

Suavely told, ** Across her picture or ber poem,
lesking up & Ittle blludly, she bad 14 d to
the houselold chatter of Women with a gentie
tunditference, such as one feels over the habits of
the Feejeeuns, Unbleachied votton, like z in
the algebru, repr dan n g y
Oluppressive but extrewely dfstant facts. How

Wl shie brought herselt Into o world where the
Irinze of u towed must become a subject require
lug dxed opfnious i

Bhie had, bowever, found herself In a world
Whose chilel Lusiness it 15 to attend faithfully o’
Watenial things; and, moreover, she vol 1y

are coug 1t has been bullt about sixty
cars, oud its streets are whle and straght, and
ts houses a3 moderu and fine da those ot
Paris or Chicago.  The sceond partiot is 4 wen.
uiue Eastern cluy, with narrow, crooked, filthy
streets, and low yet picturesque houscs, fuhab-
Red by Georgians, Persians, Armenians, and

Tartars, The thurd district is u Gertan settle-
went, called *“Toe  Colony,”  and as
distinctively  mational i character  as

any town 1n Wurtemberg, from which whe an-

cestors of its present citlzeus emigrated some

Placed hernelf, after arriving at years of discres
tun,an g position where a kinowledee and supey-
Viehn ol 3 portlon of the world's work i very
Geeential With what fitbess sho came to the
Scll-nnpoced dutivs of a wife and bousekeeper

scen ayew 1oy brief colloguy with the lrish
:reeln who held sway in ber Gitchen,

**It's the dran, mem, as 18 playin' the fool on

'~b:ullu:klollil" o8 Fin' v
Mno;mmxdur'- wud"'mrl"—lhlld that s in

it vot {n
’A ne
g" 8¢ the frout door with thees portentour words.
ira, Ustrapder, tadiant from sn bour 1o her uld
Studio in Ler father's orchard, came in, shutting
Out the August monung. aud repeated. with a per-
sty wuich woula bave had » touch of the su
bero i 1 i1 1t bad ot been something at once w0
bitifal aud 100 Jadicrous:
i The drain 7

w Tie kiichen-drain. mem, as has refused ep-
L-'\'l! 10 take the cisue wea-leaves from toe mnk.
Ut caste them back upon e bauds, tbe Vage

tsong?™

N . :.“d 101 know there had 1o be drsins in
'nn':. 43id Mre. Ostrander with au expressiun of
bm"l' °*1 never exnouged one.  Could pot ours
i ?:ﬂ:’tg work witbous? What must we do sbout

**Yer niast ave & wag toat. mem," s31d she of

Enu. Wit a sweet, superior sintie,
1ol Very well.” waid Mrv, Ostrander with s sign of
tltel. “*Wo will ewnd fora cal outsr a4 once.

2. Ustrander shall sicnd toit! >
lAner this fnaight tnto Avis' management of
the dowestic economy, we_ are expected to con-
fn.lcr it ‘bracal w Mr. Ostrander Lo murmur
" & breaklast of soggy cracked whest, sour

two agu. This industrious. shnfty
body of Germans follow Ynncnunlly the dnler-
ent trades or the pursuitof cardening, and keep
themselves 16 all soual and relizious matters
nigidly npars from the races surrounding shemn.
Tifhis bas ¢rown, siuce the Russiun gceupation,
from an insiguiticant towi 10 Its present cousid-
erable s1ze, and e still 1ncreasing 10 population

aud pmnplemy.
From ‘Tilis scross Russian Armenia to the

bage ot Mt Ararat, the route lies over s deso-
{ate steppe. trecless and unculu\’aw&. There
15 ulenty of truthc along the road to Ertvan, the
Capital of Russiun Armema, umii wcity of 3u.-
Qu inhabitants. —proceisions of ladern cawels,
vehicles oearing merchaots and effiaals. and
solitary riders, passig over it W Qear succes-
sion. Five bours' nde beyond Envan, the trave
eler to Mt Ararat leaves the vost-road aud
stnkes scross the open country L the mouns
uun’s base, which rises flom tbe vlain about
thirty-six wilea distant trow she city,
Comparatively bitle has been writtea about
tois intereating site, cousecrated 1n sacred his-
tory, a8 few Euciub or dmeriear travelers have
ever found therr way to 88, The fret recorded
asceut ol the wountain was wwade wu 1829, the
secoud was accomplished in 1834, sud tue thurd
1u 1545, In copductingthe trangutation survey
of Transcaucasia, G eu. Cuadzko remaived three
days with a large uhon the top of the
mountain: aud i varty of Enzlsnucn
ascended from the Turkish side. Nuiwithitand-
1ug these severgd ascents, it is the tra beitef of

s Artuemans, who regard the mvuutaln with

1 asses,  The nation s sufler-
fug from a lack of men and of moneys and this
encemders many of the aifliculties I expert-
¢hees in dealing with the Caucasiau and Aslatic
provinees.

Mr. Bryce has no fear that any advantages
which the Czar may gan in the present war
will atfect materially the futerests of England
as the mistress of India: and he cundidly de-
clares that great injuetice has been dope 1o the
Fentiments  and “purposes of the Emmre,
** which. {f not ideally disinterested, are probu-
bly 1o tore selfish than thuse of the Other
freat Eururmn Powers.” ‘Ilicse views have s
peculiur value ne comiue from o gentlemon of
tine culture, of wide traves, and of distinguish-
¢d ability as o historian.

Throughout the preseat work, Mr. Bryce dis-
tloses his studions and reflective habifs, pre-

iting, with hls ] obser-
vations upon each country and ¢ty visited, a
careful aicetch of its hisiory frow the curliest
records down to the present date.

———

PIYSIOLOGY OF MIND,

TIE PHYSIOLUGY OF MIND.
Panror a Tisnn Emy y
ANV IN GREAT P'AnT R ITTEN—OF V*THE Purs.
10LOGY AND PaTHOLOGY 0F Minn,” By HExny
Mavinrzy. Mo . New York: D. Applcton &
Co. Whicago: Iladley Broa. & Co. 12mo., pp.
7, - -
It is ten years since the first cdition of Dr.

Maudsley’s treatise on “The Physiology and

Pathology of the Mind ** was givew to thie public,

A twelvemonth Jater the sccond cdition ap-

peared, and the book was then sulered to pass

out of priut,—the author, from his own sccount,
not belng able to tind felsure for revising it,
and also Gaving uo eagerness for the task, from

a fecliny that what of value he had already said

needed no repetition, or, if it did, would soon

Le said aguin by somebody clse,  Then, too, he

happily confesses, one is * more critical, ns wel!

us less enthusizetic and confident, at 40 than 80

years of awe: and a resull of the wmore subcr

uioud s, that what ecemed very fiapostant, and
much needing to be eatd. at the carller date,
dovs not suetn of 0 much consequence, or any
wise to press for delivery. at tha later date.’”

At 42, his cxact age at the present thne, Dr.

Maudsiey 18 in truth very much of a philoso-

pher.

Nevertheless, to adapt his treatlse to the
present state of Sclence, ho kins at lust caretully
worked (b over, rewriting much of the originas
matter, and adding to it so largely that the
first part alone, dealing with the physiology of
mind, has been led to the paes of o

1A St

this  highest  product  of  her  crention.
' Why ahoubl any one,” L asks, “great of
little, fret, and fume | eeanre Jie s likely soon to
be forpotten?  what more is the (ndividual than
a pasking phase of beine, and what matters ft
i he be foreatten in lile or death? ‘The work
*hich lie ias drne, whether it has been ool or
bad, will {n no case be forgotten of the Uni-
verse.” And again, in treating of the growth
and development of the brain, he remarks:
**The only way hy which the low savage tould
he ralsed (o the capacity of Ideas and feehines
belonging Lo the highest reach of human evoln.
tion, would be by cultivation continucd
through many ceneratfons: It would be necea-
gary that he should undergo agradual process of
humanization lefore he couli attain to the
capacity of civilization. Certainly it does not
spnear Hkely that he will survive the process ns
1t hias been underiaken and carrted out by the
uniterl goepels of Commerce and Christianity,
hut there is no need to he sorry on that sccount,
for why should we labor tn catry on the evoln.
ton of the race by slow and tedions exaltation
of the lowest spectmens, when we have hivher
rhedmens at hand available for the hurpose??
Thus Nature, in the accomplishment of ber
reliemes runnityr throuzh the mees, deems the
hfe of an iudividual, of a race, of small scrotnt,
=Mhlotting either ottt when they fall in the way
ol her erand intentfons, with apparently as e
coniptinetton as we biot onut of cxistence the n-
ferior animals which cross our path fnterfering.
Tv. It Is a practical onv:rnlin” of the princinle
that tie preatest gowl (o the greatest number
must be seeured, and, fo the enforcement of
this coverntinz law of the universe, it roatlers
not who ur how many go under,

TIE NIBELUNGEN-LIED,
ECHOES FROM MIST-LAND: o, Toe Niprtuw-
swew-Lay,  Revealed o Lovers of mance and

Charalry by Au Foresnrn, cago: 8. C.

Grigga X Co. 12mo,, pp. 218, Price, $1.50,

‘The great epic poem of the Middle Agos, the
highest product of an cra conspicuous (5 the
bistory of Germany for the prevatence of bards
and minstrels who set the famous deeds of
nvihie heroes to stirring melodies, ts here ren-
dered 1o o sunple prose vasion,  The Nibelun-
geu-Lied hus been known! 1o modern schotars
siuce It was tecovered (rqhn its hidug-place In
An old motastic library inA75%, and L lias been
transiated intu cartous ladguages, lending itselt
with espedial- ease- to -the -formns of Enelish
metre. Many critics and cominentators liave
aleo expended time and tibught uven its study,
amd given to the world thdiruits of theirlearned
investigations.

The poein assumed Its present shape in the
latter part of the twelftha the beginmng of
the thirteenth century,  Ifs suthor 18 unknown,
but it iy suppoecd to be, like-the epic of Homer,
areproduction ur recompobition of earlier songs.
1t hasmuch of the tragicaf and  stately chiarac-
ter of the HHlad, and manyiof the bridents it re-
cites recall the adventures related fu the older
classieal poein,  There 1a, mure graee in the
vonstruction of the Gredan story, but in the
tuder Germuan nareative there sre characters
of noble virtuo and ehfvalrle courtesy that do
not tind thetr equals in the {liad or the Odyssey,

Fhe G lines of which the Nibelungen-Lay
5 composed are divided foto thirty-nine sec-
tions, called Adventures: and again, fnto two
nearly equal parts, or books, The orluinal ar-
rangement 4s retained fn this Iatest translation,
which follows Lhe text of Karl Sharock. ac-
curately sdhering to the structure of the incl-
dents., and conveying the spirit of the oricina)
as perfectly as 2 prose version in a forelm
language mav.  An fotroduction of nearly fifty
pages furnisties as mich of the history of the
hocin as 1a kuown, with s synopsis of the story,
aud somne account of the soarces from whichiit
is straswn. !

In recasting the venerable Jay in the form
here exlubited, Mr. Forestier as” taken o long
step toward popularizing {1, os chitdren even
will now read it with' avidity, while cultivated
resders, attracted by s dramatic power and
historienl Interest, will e led to ek a deeper
acqunintance with the poem, aud with the rich
sture of inyths aud sagis to which it {s related.

—

THE FRENCI PARINASSUS,

A TOOK OF FRENCH POETRY, FROM A, D,
1650 TO THE PRESENT TIME, _Selected by
JAMES PARToN,  Howon: damen B, Usgoud &

Co, Chicazo: fladley Bros. & Co,

Do, Price, 82 .

The avove collection of gems from the metric-
a) lterature o1 France represcnta ahove fifty
poets who hove flourished during the past three
venturies.  With the exception of a few short
pleceshy Ronsard and Desjbries, the selections
do notinelude poems writtan hefore the French
lanzuoee bag been molded Ro s {lrcf&nt {o
10 the lndon of tinthore adiended Ly the
ume, briel Nographical noles aresilnser!
which give the few leading events distingus
jup the life of cach poet. The volume, com-
prising Letween four and five hundred selee-
“tons, varefully chosé with reference to-their
moral punty us well as poetienl beauty, will be
cordially welconed by Americans who are fa-
mibiar with the French tonpue,

——

120, pp.

0GIC.

THE PRINCIPLES OF SCIENCE. A TREATISE
o8 Loulc Asd Scxstiic Methon., By W,
STANLEY JEVONs, Ll. DL (Edinburg), M. A
tLondon), F. 1L &, Fellow of and Frofessor of
Pofitical Economy in Universily Coilege, Lon-
don _Secona Edition. Kevwod.  London and
New York: Macmillan & Co.  Chicagu: Hadley
Lros, & o, Svo,. po, 980, Price, §i.

This fs a sccond editfon of Prot. Jevons’ ad-
vanced work on Locic, forming o sequel {o his
Elementary Lessons in Logie. It is divided Into
five books, ireatiog respectively of Formal
Logte, Doluctive and {nductive: Number, Va-
riety, und rovatility; Methods of Meastire-

1200, pp. W0 Price; €0
tents,
FORBIDDEN FUUIT.  From the German of F.
N, Axbre, Aothor of **Arti-t omance,**
Iz Kavrway, Botun: Estes &
0! Jagern, McUlyrg & Co.
Price. £1,50,

Iey firos, & 1,

1 HILLEI K'e CHMcE,
Holerts Bros,  Chicazn: — Jensen,
'aper.  Price, HU ernte.

¢t New York: MNaser & Bros, Chicago:
Jdansen, McClurg & Co. Paper. Price, 50 cents.

o ———
PERIODHICALS RECEIVED,
INTERNATIONAL _REVIEW  for, November-
December (A. 8, Barres & Co.. New Yotk and
Toston), Lontents: *-In Memors of Jotn
throp Motley ™ (a Sopnet), by Wiltlam Cn
Bry. rt, New York; <+ Present Phases of the
Currency Question,** by tlornce White, [Nlinofs;
*‘The Non-bramatic in Shakepeare,* by I,
etz Wileon, Enzlaed; **Judicial Partisan.
« by Francis Wharton, L1, D,
e, Malian on e Amer

Jnmes 11, Witson,
and the Ottuinan Etapree,'
Chaplaty U. s, No3 T

Masra-
War, "

Mizson
by J. D,
he l'

C. ¥ Thw 4
etury,” by the flon, John Jav, New
Contemporary  Literature, Art, and

TURALIST for November (15, 0,
+ Huston),

I.l{uh\{g\' JOURNAL tor October (F. Leypolat,

AR EH

TEXAS

EXAS STATE REGISTER for 1878 (.. lanford,
Galveston).

FAMILIAR TALK,

PLAYING-CARDS,

* A Deseriptive Catalogue of fTaving and
Other Cards n the British Museim,” recently
published 1n London, contstns a great deat of
rewudite inforination rdating o the bistors of
playing-cards, the forms they have sssumed,
anl the theortes that tave been held coneerning
thedr origin, The resiewer it the  Acauemy es-
pectally commends the clear andd falr manner in
which the chums of the Euronean and Eastern
origin of cards are presented by the authur,--
the evidence on both stdes bring  fmpartially
given, and 3 decisfon (o favor of efther heing
wisely withtiels. It 13 a ponutar idea that cards
were invented to” amuse "King Charlés V1. of
France,—that ia, between the years 1390 and
140,~Lut It dues not reat tpon conclusise an-
thority. The najurity of opinlons incline in
favor of their Eastern origim,

It has been asperted that eamds were bronght
to Europe bv the Gypaes; yet they were i use,
at least [y Germany,  bef 13348, and the Zin-
Lrari did not probably appear v Furope earlicr
tiaa MI7. There s uo satfsfactory evidence
that cards onginated in India. Mentlon s not
made of themn in the Arabian Nights, which
were complied abont the close of the fHteenth
ventury, while caras wers i nee in Europe u
ventury before there was anz continuous fnter-
course with Judin. Neither {s there any authen.
tic evidence to support the assuinption that
they were brought from Ching.  Ina matter
vver which there hanes so much obscurity, it (s
at least safe to hold the verdjet !llb!lcnlh’&.

No substantial arcrumente can be advaneed to
#how that canls existed in Europe earlicr than
1350, or 500 yeurs ago. It 13 possible, as acme
have assumed, that [taly was their birthtlace,
still they cannot be traced so far back by any
documntary  cvidence.  'etrarch mentiong
games of chunce in s MS8,, but makes no ally.
sfon to cards,  ‘The earliest notice of then in
Germany oreurs in the Pllicibucher of Nurn-
berze anno 1334, An ordlnance of the Town
Council of U, nuno 1397, probibite shelr cmn-
ployment. Ju 1441 thiey were eo laegely tmport -
ed Trom Germany into Venlee that” an uppen
was wade to the Senate to stop the supply, on
account of the injury done to Itallan malkere.

The fiest mention of cards in France was
made in 1392, In the accounts of Charles Tou.

Honzhton

$30.900. The University of Leipsic annually
receives from the Saxon (jovernment over $950,-
000, There are elight universitics in North Ger-
many which are nearly as costly, aud the eleven
tmaller universities reecive each from $40,000to
£109,000 per annum.

*In North Germany,” sags Mr. Lankester,
there §s one univeraity to every 2,000,000 in-
habitanta; in Austria, there 18 one to every
5,000,000; tn Switzertand, one for each 1,900,
205 In England, one to every 7,000,000, In the
twenty North-German universities there are
1,274 Professors. {n the British Islande we
ought tn have sixteen universitics and 1,000
professorahips in order to come up to the same
fevel in this respect as North Germany. The
stipend (apart fromn fews) of a Professor in 8
Uerman unlversity rances from £109 to £4540 n
year. Asartle, ut the ae of five.and-thinty,
a man in this career taay (In Gernany) count on
an assured intome of 1400 o year (with retiring

ension),  The expunditure” on  attendants,
Ibrarles, Jaboratories, and oflicials may t il
cubaled as being (in a well-condneted unie
wore than equal fo amount to the total ot
Professors’ stipends.  Takinz the avernge Gor-
twatl mtafeksotial stinend L only £200 a yeur,
wo liml that £3250,000 must he apent annnaily
ot 11ils jtem alone in the North terman States.

** i order to equtp and enrry ob sixtecn -

veraities in this country which should bear corg-
varison with the Uerinan universities, we te.
anire ot fess than an immedlate expenditure
of L1LOMU00 sterting in buildings umi apparas
tus, und a1 annnal expenditire of from £,
L) Lo £3400,00),
‘The Jurgest fucome recomled of a foretzy uni-
versity fs that of the Swedish Umiversity at
Fpcata, which is, aceordbug to a tate writer,
&L but Mr. Lankester questiuns tle aos
curacy of the Ggures,

SPARKS OF SCIENCE.

FLORA ROUND ABOUT CHICAGO.

Tur BrvRogwonts. —The Spurgeworts, Eo.
phorblaceie, for a vast and venotunts Urder of
trees, shrubs, and  bertbaccous planta.  The
great majority of the species distill any aerid,
ity julce; the slumcus ond pistits are wot
inclosed In the same fowers, aud the fruil
usually consists of a three-lubed porl, which
divides Jnto us nany separate parts when ripc.
Although some striking exceptions to the gen-
eral structure of the Spurgeworts oceur witln
the tribe, as @ whole the family is tore uniforn
than tmust others f Jts size, 19 the plan and dis-
pvition of the organs of the various species.

Lindley estimated the number of the Order
to be 2,500, and since his time thany lisve bees
added In the exploratiun of new distncts of
cmntry, A large propurtion of the species are
ratives of the warmer parts of Awmeris; ine
deed, the family is chicly devetoned within the
Tropics of the New o of the Old World,-~the
specles thinning ns they recee frinn the Equa-
tor. In Europe there are about 120 gpedes, ten
of which ure found in England and seven tn
Bweden, Bomewhat mwore than ity spectes
are  cnunmerated  in the flurs ot tue
Cuited Stutes, and o few of there extend into
Canuda.  The Boxwood, Buxus Scmpervtrens, a-
tree yielding Nae-grained timber, Is the most
northerly of the shrubby Spuneeworts. Diwearl.
ol varjeties of this are much uszed for rrmye
garden-plats. The common Box 1 u fr of
slow grrowth, reactiing in Euglamd the hight of
only twelve or fourteen feet. but In warmer
countries often attuining twice that alttude.
Its woud 1o hieavier thun that of nuy other Ene
TOPEAN tree, Qelng the only kind growinge on the
Continent that will sink in water, It is unsur-
vassed for wood-entraving, and is highty priced

2

part, Treasurcr to Charles Vi, 1t is supposed
that they may have been in use some brief time
previous tothls date, yet they are ttot specified In
the fung I{st of games prohfbited by Charles V.
10 1869, No evidence cun pe eited 6f thelr flrst
appearance In Spali. They were not futroduced
futo Enzland betore the fiteenth century, An
ot of Henry IV., dared 1409, dirccts the en-
forcement of the statute of Richard 1L, anno

1358, forbidding cortain gatues, as *‘covtes,
dyves, getire de pere, keyles,” aud ' ouitres
tielx Jeues fmoortunes*'; but no ollusion s
mude fo carns, A statute of Edward 1V., anno
14688, forbkls their importation, showimg that
they had then become cominon,
ART-NOTES,

Mr. Holinan Hunt tias beendetained tn Egypt
Oy tne aangervus iucasof bis Jitle danghter,

Mesars. Osgood & Co.. wil) soon add to their
palleries of the Great Masters two large quartos
containing each twenty-four heliotype. engrav-
ings. One will reproduce the best works of
Miliais and the other of Faed.

The Society of the Liverpool Art Club has
opencd av exhibition of fans embracing nearly
200 specimens. Prefucing the descriptive cata-
logue of the exhibition is o pleasant account of
the art and history of fau-makine.

The French Government has placed the four
pletures purchased this year i the great hall of
the Luxembourg. They are ** La Vierge Cousne
latrice,” by Bougereau; * Ls (laneuse,” by
Jules Breton, o portrait of Emile An
Edouard Dubutfe: and a landscape by Belly,

The fujurfes which Strashourg Cathedral suf-
fered during the Franco-German war, together
with those juflicted by the elow waste of time,
are hcl_n;: thoroughly repalred.  Sculptures and

ment; Inductive Investicutivn and G
non; Analogy and Classstication.  His treat-
ment of the subject 1s expaustive and profound,
but vpry abetruse, and demands of the reader
u thorough uequuiitance with thie first princi-
ples of the pelence, and of the moro clementary
treutises on the subject.
S —
ENGLISII SCENERY.

ENGLISI PICTURES DRAWN WITH PEN AND

PENCIL. Hy the Rov, Sauusl Massiva, LL.

D.. and the Itey, 8. G. Gneex ondon:

volume, and Is presented by ftecify—the sccond
part to Le treated in o similar manner, and
published tn due time,  "Ihe major portion of
the book ns it now stands s for the student of
Sefence, nid demands afow and labonous diges.
uon;{ut the reader of averuge thoughifnlness
will lindmuch tu 1t that may be readlly and
prolitably appropriated.

Dr. Maudsloy is clussed nmon%' the Material-

[

fsts, buv bhe s une the ablest
writers of the day on subjects con-
nected  with  the “phenomena” of  the

brain and uervous system: and, inaddition
to the purely sclentific instructlon  which
lie primarlly conveys, he communicates s large
amount of cthival teaching of the highest
value, e beljeves that mind doca not exlst in
nuture apary from the brain;: but, as to its real
cesenie, fie does not protend to any more knowl-
cdire than scholars Biave of the real essence of
Fruvnuuun. clectricity, or chenneal atuity, The
hppaut wssertions that “The bran sceretes
thought o3 the Hver aceretes bile,'* he shuws tu
bea tulluey, Very little is Known exactly
the compositlun of  the nerveclements; hut
that they underge changes i every process f
thoughe, 18 clearly demonstruted, © Bull, the
wasle matters restlting from the disintegration
of the nervecells durug the exerase of thought
cannol Le dosurnated mind,  That subtle, mare
velous loree, or encrey, e intangible, imbalpa-
bic, ang delles obaervition except through the
alterations in matter which are the hitlons of

e Kellg Tract Society, 'Cu;uf'o: Jansen,
g:l)cla‘})um & Co. Lorge bvo., pp. 218, Yrice,

'riu. Landsome volume {llustrates with en-
graving and lotter-press tho beauties of the
scenery of England, Views adown the River
Thamus, tn the Lake Country, Derbyshire, the
Isle of Wight, douth Wales, and many other
portions of the 1sland, reveal the diveraity of
really charming landseape which Eagland n-
cloics within 1ts bounduries. ‘The ruthors of
the volunie vightly assert tuat, with such attraes
tive sceties, cuinbining the advantages of pure
oir, Jovely nature, and quiey scclusion, lylug
jmmedlacely around them, Englishinen do not
ueed to Jeave their native soil to tind rest and
retreshient dunug  their  anvual  summer-
vacations. .

—
FPAIRY.STORIES,
WONDER-WORLD STORIES, From the Chinese,

French, Genovan, Heorew, Jhnaoostanee, Mun-

arian, Jrish, Jtahag, Japuncee, Rusetun, Swed-

whi, aml "Turkish,  Collected and ) runelated by

Mantz PAuks gud Manokuy Deane, New York:

G. . Putnam’s Suns,

A Luok wearing o holfday-aspect, and crowded
with falry-etories, will not go a-begping for
childrew’s fuvors.” The legends and tales of ens
chantinent brought together here have been
culled from the wonder-lure of many lands, and
are nlrcrcdlln a pleazant Engtlish verslou, lor

its nisnifestation.  Hetce 1t fs inaccurate and
mlsleading to 1nstitite & comparison between
the bran und the liver,

Nesther, 10 the opluion of the author, Is the
mind & apirttual  entity, *<the indevendent
source of power aud sclf-sutlicient cause of
causes.” [t 1s merely the highest development
of lorce, audl 13 dependent for s extatence
upat: all the lower natural furces:  In bis whole
experience, the phydologist has never met with
gravitution witbout a heavy body, chemieal
furce withiout chiemical subatunces, 1ife without
organic matter, thoyght without nervous tis-
sue; and Lhe hypothesis thas thenind 18 an
entity. having & cupacity fur ltfe separate from
the organ through whose functious it exhitats
s phienomena, (s oue with which he has noth-

£ W du.

He lunits bunself exclustvely to a study of
the ways snd meaus by which this highest of all
the forves piays, 0 118 exercise and develop-
mebl upon s esbecial tnstrutoent, the bruin
Aud BErvous systetl.

. 1D the severa; chaoters of this work, Dr.
Maudeley treats of The Method of the study of
Mg, Mind and the Nervous Svstem, The
Eplun\ Cord and Retlex Action: The Senscry
Centres snd densation; The suprewe Cereoral
Centres and ldeativo, Zmotions v Affections
of Mnd: Yolition: Actuation: and Meuiory and
jwagipation. 1tis sulely Liom the vhysiolovical
pont ot view that be descants upon the difler-
cut sections of his tueie,~basiug bis incthod of
wquiry upon the theory that al! menta: functivo
Hes 1 thie organic life of the braw, the cnarse-
teristic of Which in beafth is, that 1t procecds
without congctousihess. The favonie system
founded upon thz mterrovation of deif-con.
sclousness. be regards as Inadequate 1o 16 con-
Atruction of atrus wental science. which ree
quires the riguruus prosceution of the vbjective
wothod interpreted by subjective lignt,

Dr. Maudaley cousioers the bumin be
fug  with somcthivg ol the piicss e
¢feucy  with  whbich  Nature  segards

the cuter of youny readers.

Al
A COMEDY OF MOLIERE'S,

Prof. A.J. Stacc has tronslated, and Prof.
Joseph A, Lyuns has edited, Molicre's comedy
of **Le Bourgeols Gemtilbomme,” This En.
gliek: version, adapted for revresentation by
maie characters only, hus been perforined on
severul occasions with success ut the University
ot Nutre Danie, and has recently been published

¥ are being 1, oF erected n posi-
tions not before occupled,  Imperial statues oo
horscbuck are prominent smonic the new sculp-
tures used in the restoralion.

Mr. Madox-Brown  has just. corypleted one of
his best pletures, which prescuts Cromwelt,
Milton, aud Andrew Marvell, o the Liouse of
Milton, discussing Lhe document wineh the
blind poet sent to the Ring of France n 1659,
protestioy ngalnst the harbarous course of the

uke of 8avoy toward the Vaudols, The paint-
mg is cutitled * Cromwell, Protecter of the
Vandow.”

18,

Scventy pleces of sculpture and architecture
which were found in o dense forest-growth
plots the banks of the Tonking River, fu Cam-
bodin und Siam, have been placed provisionally
in the Chateauw ol Compeigne, there bemg no
root for them in the Louvre,  Several remark.
able statucs of Buddha, and a proup of two
glanta—one with five heads and tew urtng--are
{ncluded In the collection, whichwus brought hy
M. Louis Delaparte to France,

The Van Looncollection of painting st Amster-
dam, lately purchased by the Rothachiids for
4,000,000 francs, 18 to Lo divided 1nto five parts,
one ol which wil) fal) by Jot to earh braneh of
the family, who divide the cost equally.  The
collection comprisus two magmiticent Rein.
brandts,—portraits of Willem Dacy, magistrate
of Alkmaar, am) his wife, dated 125 and 143
wauucuwl". ‘They were purchased from o des
scendant of the farnidy fn 17495 for 4,000 forins,
and suld » year Juter for 10,00 forins, or about
£3,000. Their present cost 1 $150,000.  Among
other pictures iu the collection are two small
Paul Potters, examples ol Cuyp, Wouvermans,
Van de Yelde, ete.

———
MODERN FRENCIH POTTERY AND
PORCELAING o

A fow wteresting notes regarding the prog-
ress of French manufacturers in thie art of pol-
tery and poreelain ure furnishied by the dcadeny.
On the bonks of the Loire, whero the art cone
spicuously Hounshed two ceuiuncs ago, it is
still practiced with auch refinement in the
methods of production. At tifen, the styles of

for the manufucture of flutes und other  wind-
Iustruments.

Many of the Spurgeworts are very succulent;
and several of the Troplend specles closely te-
scinble the  Coctace, beiny Tealless, and thesr
swollen stemns beset with snines.  Ju Africa amd
Arla theee Jeafless kaphorbius arc uften planted
for feuces,nod they admirably servo the pur-
pose,—thein spiues not undy tearlge the tlesn of
thaose who would force o passage through then,
but thedr acrid Juice enregoming the wounrls
that havebeen made. 'The Eyphortia’l fruculllisa
comman hedge-plant in A Madras Presidenicy.
Nu cattle wilil touch its iegtes, naud u umrfu
yeur the plants form u tolersMe barrice.  Many
of the Spurzeworts lhabit Akjey, partienlarsy
the euceulent and coctus-like siecles. The Lue
rhorbin Offivinarun is one of these, errowing in
tufty, and its many angles armea with double
splues. The E. Antiquorum 18 motler, o trie
anrular branching apedes, with sinpoys and
spiny .. angies. these. t¥o gpecies,
with the E. Cuuarlensts, from  shich the
aerld goan reatn, Euphorbinia, 18 phiaines.
Incisians are made fu the branches, whenve
a corrosive mllky gulce cxudes, anl Lardens
in the sun fnty yellpwish-gray  waxen maes.
The substate I vo poisonots that thore who
gathier $tare oblized to protect the month and
nostrllg, as the particles ol cause inces-ant

aud vivlent jon ol tuap.
cous mesmbrane.

M. Montelro speaks of atall, cactusiitke cus
phorbia which b abmpnt on the ecoust of An.
olu, 11 senda up u atrg ANsrem, wisleh divides
ruddenty, at the hight T s mbor of fect, tutn
o crete of upward-curyi g, o aches. The oce
of several Alrvican euwe oo 18 ured by the
natives to polsan thelr are sk
priveiple pervmling (1o am Oar restdes ety
the wmithy seevction, SV Warler greathy dn the
derer of s virule Y in some 1 s ro it
ax o be o vuluable ',%Allnl agent, and Jn otlie
it 16 an petive anddeadly poleon  The inleinl

rhixmnle uppears to be volatile, us it s dissijiated

¥ hieat.

"Onc of the most virulent members 0! the Gr.
der i the Manchiveel, Hippowmane Maucinells,
nnative of ‘Iropieal Ameriea. Lurie [uresis o
this tree ouce exwsted In the Infand of Marti.
nique, and have been destroyed by burnine, A
drop of the pure white Juice of the Munchinead,
fallimg upon the ekin, hurss Jike a living coal,
and prodoces o very obstinate aleer. [t las
heen sald that to rleep under the shadow of the
tree 1o fatal, It exhalativns are so vetguons;
and it s certain that the drp ol vain or dew
from theleaves I8 injorious.  The beautilul friit
resembles 10 formn and color au apple, pmd has
the fragranee of citron; but e ucnd taste s
sufeguanl against jts polsan, which, however, s
adlder than in ouy otlier part of the tree. The
nut in the ventre of 1he Il ia abont the size
of nchestnut. The tntives polson thelr arrows
with the juice of the Manchanee),  The womd of
the tree i adupted by its fue quatity to orng-
mental cabluct-work.

The geuus Pedilanthus s vo leas  polsonous
than the Euphorbaas, and the {uice of Hira
creputans it Exciecards Agallochia is quite as
fatal in its vature.  The smoke of the latter
plant when burnfug ravsce intalerable paln Lo
the eyes: uud the julee, if npplicd to them, vro-
duces violent fntlammation, sud otten destroys
the sight,

Cuoutchiouc is obtained from several of the
Spurgeworts. The Siphonia clastica, n native
of Gulans and Brazil, afords the bottle Indi-
rubber, which s prepared by sinesring clay
molds with repeated layera of the jujec, and
drying them successively fn smoke.  The Tabi)e
tians chew the harmless gummy substunce that
exudes from the  Aleurites triloba; and the
nute of the tice are caten, and reported 1o bg
aphradistee Guneac lafforded Ly the A, lae-
cilera, of Leylon.

Awmong the Spurgeworts, some are vatued
for their aromatic bark, and of thesce the 2enus
Crotan contains the most Wivportant, ‘TheC.
cleutheria, a siogl] tree growing tn the West
Tndies, turnlshes the well-known Cascartla
bark; and other apecles, srowisg s Mexivo,
atlord the Copalehe vark. Both varieties are
uset] ua 4 & ftute for Cinchoua ‘Uhe lark of

ornament of the French and ltalian Renal

are still preserved; but the ware, hot betg

hand-patuted, 18 lable to mndefinite multiphea-

tiun, Its beauty aud comparative cheabives

colpmend 3t o those  Who muat  use
in the indul of a toste Jor artistuw

m neat pawsphles form,  Tue
Iy losea ntuch of ite vivacity by the elimiua-
t{\)ll of female charucters atd thw changes inel-
dent thereto; but the satire reuaing, sud much
fun vats be got out o fras it ta.”

BOOKS RECEIVED.
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1i: toe Untow Tucologica) Scwminary, Neow york.

Fetetwon & kiroe.

New Yors, Loud, & Cu. Chlesgo; Hua-

china. ~ A hond-patnted pottery has fately
been introduced av 1uis by a wifted arutst, M.

Ulysse, Tae furms ol e Heonn-Deux
ware, and f the best  work of he
Ttalian ¥ are uacd alie y, with

)
a combnation of rich aud heautiul coloring
aud chaste ornamentation.  Jt s predicted that
the work of M. Ulysse will, in thue tu come,
command hign prices and o universal recognis
tioit of 1t8 foveliness.  There are rvals of Al
Ulvysse at Biois, who are uot without mierit, aud
yetare fnferior to b o the distinguishing
graces of theart,

several large factonies are in operation at
Nevers. At that of M. Signoret, the work s al)
band-palnted.  Some o1 it finitates the ware of
Urbino whi rare success. The old jaience de
Neters, und the various stiles kuown as of
Rouen, are also reproduced with more or less
exactness. Modern dertuns are lkewise eme
pioyed, but fu {4 sa1d they v noteompete favor-
sLIy with shat which §» inspired by the old orua.
went of the best periud of decurative desigu.

— e
GERMAN UNIVERSITIES,

1o discuasing the comparative expenditure of
the English and German nations upen their ung-
versitics, My, Hay Laukester reinarks that the
Nortb-German  Stetes anuually grant 1o the
tweuty universities belonging to taem tnore
thay §2,500,000. Tbe oew University of Stras-
buurg uad sloue received tu one year thosuw of

1

the Boxwowl bas the qualities of Gaiacums,
while the leaves are bitter amd purgative. 1t is
staled that where the Box ubounds, in portions
of Persia, the camel cannot be employed, 38 it
persiats ju feeding on the fuliage, which is fatal
1.

Not theleast VMual-chnrmlucx of this Onler §s
tha oll which 35 extructed jrom the The
powerful purgative, Uroton uil, 1s denived frum
>roton Theliwn aud C. Pavaua, small trecd be-
Jonging b Judie.  Castor oil 18 obzained Srom
the sceds of the Ricinus communis, o plant ofien
cultivated s gardeus for the sake of jts orta-
uiental follaze. 1118 an aunuul with us. but s
& tree s putive climote,—that of Atricy and
Asin,  The seeds of dtillingia scbifera, o
tree common in most  Tropical countrles,
are  dmledded o a falty  utter
fromm which  caudics  are made,  while
ol ts expressed frow the sceds. ‘Fhe fruft of
the Aleurites triloba, which bas been obready
mentioned, s 8 Leart-shaped nut with a bard
shcll, and tne size of 8 walnul, “The kernel i3
eaten soasted.  When raw, an excellent bland
ofl {s obtaned froru i, which 1 wied for cook
S, and also us o oo, Tae Soclety-lalaud-
ens anutactuse the nuts uto rude torcics, by
strlogiug them on rushics atter slightly bakloy
thetn, and mclosiog four or fve of thie strings
i the leud of e serew-pine. The secds of u
long st of other Spurgeworts yicld oll pos-
sceslug various usclul qualitics; but cunougly
bave becu named un the present occaston.

A few pperies producs cdible drusts, The
sceds of the Omphaics, called Cobuuts, or Hog-
nuts, in J arg delict Lol
i tue einbryo I8 extracted; otberwise they uct

#5 a cathartie.  The sacculent frult of Cleca dis-
ticka aod recewoss 13 sub-acld, cooling and

The venomous !

harmlees: and the acrid froit of the Emblica
ollicinalis Is in Imlia made into 8 plekle. The
Mandioe, or Caesava, Manthot int Hiskima, 13,
wever, the great food-plant of the Order,
s i3 a pative of, Tropieal Amecricn, but 18 ex+
tensively cnltivated in other warm countrics.
The stefns of the bushy shrab zrow six or eight
feet high, and bear near the extremities Jarge,
deeply. seven-pirted leaves, The roota, shape
ke turnipe, amd a fool or two long, forin
clusters of from three to cight,—the wholo
wetzhing sonetimes thirty pounds, The juico
of thera roots 1s an acrid noison, yet its virlent
vrincipte 1« quickly dissipated by heat.  Thiek-
cnetf by Loiling, it forms an eczeellent sance
called Cararcen.  This con linentis larzely em-
Ql’llvcll in Gulana to flavar foud, and in the
est [ndles formna the chiel Sneredient of the
dish  called l‘t:rper pot. It s a powerful
antisentic, and wilk preserve meat for a long
time, evenin a torrid elimate,  The luice of the -

. Mandive 109t {8 also fermented with nmlas.-c.:l

amd the result §s an {otoxicating drink calle
Duzran,

‘The pulp of the ront, grated and dried on hot
plates, forms the sowalled Cassava, Farlnah, or
Areawrant, which 3 an hngortant article of
Jiet i South Ameriea and cuber countrics whero
the plant is grown,  From the pue starch
atundantly stored In the ooty Taploca is made.
‘ie roots ‘of the Manthot apl are sweet nnd
harmless when eaten either raw oe cooked.

The Epurgeworts vield, with other pruducts,
dyes of dillerent tolors. The famitiar purpla
drtiee, Turesole, which tecomes bhite on the ap-
plication of amtuonia, Is thedded juiceof Crozo-
vhiotta tnetoria, growing in Southern Lurope.
The Foots and tlie mealv-covered capsules of
Rottlera tindtonia eive a_scarlet volor, and Ma-
prounca brastensly vieids « black dye,

The: wond known as Atrican Teals, or Oak, is
the vroduce of Oldfeldia Atreavas and a tim.
Ber used n Abyseinka for purposes o onstrie-
tion w’ubtamed Nom Euphurbia Aby winien,

1 are u few Sunureeworts in cgtttvation
awl. of thiese, the Polucethias, wich their broad
tasettes of scariet floral leaves, are among the
showiest ismates o the greenhouse.

A haif-dozen representatives of the family
ozeurin vur flora, and, with one exe:ption, bes
long to the genus Ewplariia, Toe thins g vip
cach apparent tlower consists of o clusterol
staminate tlowers enclrding a solitay pistilate
fower, with a cupeshiaied fnvolucre surrounding
thie whole,  As [hore tlowers mature, U central
one protntles from the fuvolucre, taring on
the end of 3 Jong pedicle g thicee-Yoher uvary.
The Etuphtrbias have "a mllky Juice. and are
seahily recognized, atthouzli in soine cases it Ls
detlicudt to determine the sjecies,

The Euplottan polvLomiolin & common In
raney soil alony the Lakeshore. I bes g on
the cround, dikke a Jittle toat, amd_gren srally de-
soriben acircte bn its outlipea,  The E, macula-
1218 alen abundant, fubahiting rondsides and®
open places. 10w proshiate plant. and it
leaves have n hrownis) kol the centie,
Toe . } 3i D oerret herh, wrowieg
The leay
by a retd spot ura ped p ),

. The
ccles £s [ess common tiun the o eding, bt
found n the vty of : hake
at Pine  Statioa, Tae M. corol
lata,  our  prettest spreies, s et
with everywhere he dry ruld, The e, taise
lobes of the mvainere
the petats of a coratia,
#n interesting speties, unt o
g aspet, bt fron ite i
rhborhived,
¢ east bank of the Dospis
iatlroad. “The E. et
plant, with a lacge Qdash
the lloral le;
the lake, 0 Thirty-thind
of this spevies 1s o gromd
arvomutsdates itiel! ea
mate, -

iy, o
s et of e
Fansisom

Tran o zarelos 16
¢ Tl €Tl Botine
| et 0F U, yel it

dx
siy to unr solt nnd ol
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VItATITY OF AN,

The itocecdings of the desdewy of Natusat
Savnce st Philadcdphia coutain sotae Interends
fng obeervations of the Rev. 1 Co MeCook on
the pawer of eiduning heat and coll possessed
Ty atita. A nest ol aats (F. Peonsyivanic) s
tablizhed onan ook Lonzh was exposcl to the
bl of & mountain-winter withou! Costioying
the tmates, A neber of the Hitle creatuny
WEIC CIOPLed WOl Jee. Tha were folind alive at
the end of forty-cizld Bourse=tte Loy of euch
havins mode o shieht depression b the ice by
fts beate Toe specics Forula was gcive m
ftz formicary witis the thermometur at Hi deg,
P ond elupzish ot 20 dees the 10 yl.
vania did not sutler from the heat ot the
stoses walling w0 eamgeficy, to which they bad
Lecn driven from thcin position 14w Lurning
stung,

The late D, Lineeenunt, who anade niany ol
inad observations u: :

Vi clennieg away ‘
thelr ey, They quickiy exbbolted an o cntine
Lnowleare of the siteation, sl workul gmung
the'dyuie enilieds without injary,

Me, McCook once nutedl w fiiss
Ants (K rai) whieh hat 1
Roundod witle tive Inehes o1 wate
flosted aoont on
il
testuied Lo gmmation. Dy
that the Agricalturat An

I

ceun serred
ere often seen

Hoating, cluntaz i mas as Jaree as oan
€, 0y the surfuce 6F sells, Afer romaine
fng i this sftuarion o daves two, on beang

drawn up by » Luciet, 38 provea to he alive,
Anty will diown witer u zubuiergence of sx
minutes 1 watee, Lo the fnsuets CunposiLg
these gnusses WUk Lave fpt alive by the bl
1evolvime comtinually with the stru. ™ thy

tdividunts, or by un fnstinetive aud ordesly
movement of the outer b,
ot -
AFRICAN EXPLOIATION,

‘The Jratian traveters, Botunio Gesst aud Dz,
Mattruc, are provanng for a jonney wto Cepe
rad Adriea, proposing L asechil the mata nranch
61 Lthe Sobat mte Kala, where thes hoje tomect
the Marchese Autivon and his cotupanions. The
traveiess Lave Leen supplied wilh) aliberas outliv
by the Bahan Government, learaed oonties,
amd the public. i

The Afrusn explorer, Mr. Alfred E, Craven,
has arrtved at Zanzibar, but will, befois starting
for the Lake district, edemd semo tme at
Mazids, acyuiring the swahili fangtinges

Under English ausgices, arortis 4 ehg cons
structed fron Kilwa tp Nyssa, on the Zazibar
coast. ‘The tirzt sectipu exiends to Mesie; und
the second, to Lake Wyassn, will prolally be
surveyed this yene,

e WL Coates Falgrave, who was sent last

your by te Pasiiamcut o the Cape Colony togain

iulunuulluu respeethng the countvy, nud the
trives bbb Yharnabs and Great Namagua
Lands, bas presented alreport full of stststical
amf eographiea! fntedzence, and allording she
firat qvstainatle accouny of the reglon. he
Fagzltsh contempiate thd antexat!on ol thae
territoried,—a step which would have the adva
tages,  according  fo [ the  deademy, S
putting uhend Lo the fevastatinig wars which
becuk out trom gime t tme between the Dse
wara Katles and the Namagua  ottentots;
gaining the vontrol of afl the trade of the tn-
teviury sutlvipating thel Boers and atlicrs cons
cerned in establstong B new Republle theres
and preventimg any  futijre extension of Yortue
guvse boundarics soutiinyed,"

BRIEY

-

NSRS,

‘The Parts Exposition yill devote a specla
division” Lo “electricity, - order that shi the
systems ol eledtric lightog way be tested
comparatively.

Mr. A, Boucard, who has spent five months
stidying the vrnitholoey of Costa Rica, colieet-
ed 200 specics of Lirds, many of which are uew
(o Selenee, aud ofhiers are of rare occurrence,

The Paris Nutional Library bas tately sdded
1o ia tstespal machinery a pueamatic tube lead-
ng to all parts of the Luilding, throueh which
iy be asent uotes from readers” fuquiriug ol

The Frey clLGorcmmcnl fs taking measures
to trrfate hc Lepartinents of the Mediterran-
ean region, The waters of the Rboue will be
utilized 1o supply sy=tematically thiasy large and
fertile countey \vfth the molsture thae bas been
Lithierto lacking,

Capt. R, F. Burton bas written a book on
Midian, containtn: the results of his visit tothat
country last year: but awaits the Khudive's per-
tsalon to publsh 8. It the suthor's pure
$oat Lo vrEubiZe 8 Dew expioration of the couns
try, and a partial _fuvestivatlon of the mines
which he discuvered there,

‘The Committee of the Polestine Exploration
Fuud will publigh a povular geeount of the cn-
tire work of the survey, written by Licat, Con-

cv, A prutilent feature o the buok will be
eription of toe uative popilation, thele
creeds, custows., labguaze, ete, A chaoter wiil
bu devoted to Damascus, Hermun, and Baal-
Lecks unu one ta the fertility of the country
aud the prespects of colonizetion.

A writer Jni Vat sugzgusts that it is the
odr, and not e color, of Yowers which attracta
mscets. e bad vbserved that bees particulanly,
aud also buttesllics, couting thelr visits to » par- |
ticular specics of Hower, althouyb others of the
suthe bue may be growing inclose juxtaposition.
The object of this discrimiuative sclection sp-
Deurs 1o bo fertilization, so jar as the tlower ls
copueerned ; aud I8 probably subserves some pur-

Euu ot the same thue {uthe ecoaowy of the




