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Many of the leading business men of this
city who were interviewed yesterday are
emphatic is the expression of the belief that
Mayor Habeison has made a grave mistake
in dismissingFire-Marshal Bennee, Amongst
the insurance men a petition asking his
reinstatement is talked of, but the plan has
not assumed definite shape.

The deposed Sultan of. Turkey, who,
after being kicked out of the throne, was
placed for safe keeping in one of the palaces
and guarded, has effected his escape, and
there is considerable excitement over the
fact in Constantinople. Being a monarch
out of a job, and with no available assets or
governmental powers to aid him, it is doubt-
ful whether the fugitive can do anybody
harm.

In these days of dullness in Washington,
the officials and clerks at nearly all the De-
partments have easy times. Thera is prac-
tically nothing to do anywhere, with the
exception of the Treasurer’s and Kegister’a
offices, where the clerks have to do double
duty in the exchange and redemption of
bonds. The demand for the new i per cents
is daily increasing, owing to the receipts of
large amounts of refunding certificates.

Ohio politicians, dropping into Washing-
ton nowadays, predict the polling of an nn-
nsnally large vote at the coming election in
that State. Both parties, they say, are con-
fident of success. Which maybe thepresent
condition'daffairs ; but there is nothing
surer than the fact that one of these parties
is doomed to disapppintmient, and it wouldn’t
be as difficult as to secure a certainty on a
combination in a horse-race to wager which
party it will be.

There would appear to be a prospect of a
wholesale slaughter of Democratic innocents
in various Government,, Departments at
Washington. It is probably a course that
wouldbe summarily pursued toward Repub-
lican employes ware the Democracy in power
to make changes, and the Republican Na-
tional Campaign Committee believe that it
would be no more than fair to treat the
former to a dose of the medicine which they
are always ready to administer.

A very clever march was stolen on the
Canadians by a Detroit military company.
The latter were invited to Chatham, but
the Dominion Government forbade their
entering Canadian territory with guns in their
hands. They wentto Chatham, left their guns
on the boat, and marched ashore without
arms. Then a, squad of Chathamera went
on board, took the guns ashore, and placed
them in the hands of the soldiers. The
sleepy Canadians had better wake up.

Jay Gourn departed for Europe very sud-
dr/nly yesterday, and of course Wall street is
in a flutter. There are scores of rumors as
■to the meaning of his voyage, and the
“knowing ones” shake their heads mys-
teriously. The Railroad King himself says
he goes for pleasure purely; but
it is difficult tomake New Yorkers believe it,
for he is a man who takesnorest, and hardly
knows what recreation means. From this
time on railroad-stock operators will no
donbt act cautiously, at least until Gouim
shows what kind of a game he is playing.

The depressed condition of the agricultural
interest in Great Britain has finally occa-
sioned the appointment of a Commission by
Parliament to investigate its causes. This
matter has developed a vast amount of dis-
cussion on the other side of the water, and
if the interposition of a Government Com-
mission can accomplish anything that will
alleviate the condition of the farming class
it will be more than has ever been
done before. The same ■ end has
been sought to be reached at least
three tiroes before during the pres-
ent century in England, and on each
occasion the result has been failure. Good
crops and the demands of foreign nations,
together with moderate rents and an oppor-
tunity to compete with large producers in
other parts of the world, are the essential
elements in the prosperity of British agricult-
ure, More small landowners, and fewer
great landlords who are masters of the situa-
tion, would also aid in solving the problem.

Gen. Grant had at last accounts reached
Nagasaki, Japan. The Emperor had sent
•Mm word that he desired that the Imperial
reception should he the first event to take
place in honor of his arrival in that country,
and when that was over other cities in the

island would be at liberty to vie with each
other in according the General the compli-
ments which their customs permit Japan
is peculiarly intimate in its relations to the
United States, and its people, being

progressive to a wonderful’degree, have
put into practice very many! of • the
better phases of onr civilization and prindi-'
pies .of ’ government,' which have had a
marked effect. Those of onr representative
men, from civil or military walks of life, who
have visited Japan and been received there
with dignified grandeur, have bronght back
pleasing acconnts of the thrift and enter-
prise, shrewdness and learning, deftness and
progressive commercial characteristics, of its
people. They have mamfested a desire to
advance their civilization and catch np with
their foreign brothers, and towards the
United States particularly there has been
manifested a degree of friendliness which
has caused them to be admired.

THE BENNEE CASE.
There is one newspaper in Chicago that

seems determined to sustain Harrison, right
or wrong, in everything he does. The pres-
ent business of Mr. Haebison’s organ is to
treat the removal of Bennee as the result of
a political intrigue on the part of the man.
aging Republicans to■ get. up a row with
Habbxsox and injure his Administration.
Such a theory is certainlynot very flattering
to Mr. Habbison, since its success in securing
the removal of Bennee with that purpose
would indicate that the Mayor bad fallen an
easy victim to the snare that bad been set
for him. The intimation is really very ridic-
ulous, however, for the 'distinguishing
characteristic of Bznnee’s control of
the Fire jpepartment- has; been his
determined "exclusion of all political
influences over its . management and
its membership. Aside from Bennxe’s natural
gift for fighting fires, his personal aplomb in
every emergency, his perfect familiarity with
the conditions of every notable building in
the city, .and his large experience as a fire-
man, it is probable that he has done more to;
improve the condition of the Departmentby
bis obstinate opposition to all political pres-
sure than by any other incident of his offi-
cial career. Hence it issimply malicious to
hint that he has lent himself willingly, or
unwittingly been used, to clash with the
Mayor on any partisan ground. It is much
more plausible to assume, with the knowl-
edge of Mr. Habbison’s disposition of the
city patronage for partisan purposes, that
one of his motives in removing Benneb is to
make of theFire Department a party ma-
chine,—a condition which could not fail to
destroy itsusefulness.

Another consideration urged to quiet the
popular protest against Benneb’b removal is
that the city should hot be dependentupon
any one man. for the management of the
Fire Deportment, and that there are possibly
just as fitmen as Bennee for the duties and
responsibilities of Fire Marshal. This view
of the case is almost too puerile forserious
treatment. Would any business man dismiss
awell-tried servant, charged with important
interests, in order to experiment with some
other nntried servant, upon the theory that
there most be just os good fish in the sea
as ever were caught? If it be admitted
that there,are other available men in Chicago
who, after some special drilling and consid-
erable experience, might prove tobe as effi-
cient as Benner, is that a reason why
Bennee should be dismissedupon insufficient
provocation, and the city deprived of the ben-
efit of Ins demonstrated capability? Mr.
Bennee has worked hard and faithfully, with
great pride in the palpable improvement of
the Fira Departmentunder his control. The
Departmenthas gained a world-wide reputa-
tion for efficiency under his management,
and the rates of insurance have been enor-

. mously reduced on that account. The num-
ber and lossof fires have been unprecedentedly
small, and property-owners, merchants, and
residents of the city have acquired ah un-
usual sense of security against destruction of
their houses, and goods, and household ef-
fects by fire. Shall all these advantages be
sacrificed in order to ascertain whether some
other man cannot do as well? Shall the per-
sonal devotion of Bennee be so poorly re-
warded, and shall there be no encouragement
held out to officials to be sober, studious,
and diligentby an assured tenure of office
daring good behavior ?

There is no charge of any incapacity or
neglect of duty against Bennee. The charge
of insubordination is a flimsy pretext. Ben-
nee did what the Mayor required of him
when he submitted the question of voluntary
remission of a part of their pay to the differ-
ent companies; it would have been highly
improper forhim to use his own power and
an implied threat of removal in order to
coerce a submission to the proposed reduc-
tion. The Mayor was not willing to order
the reduction, nor to resort to the degrading
means which he desiredBennee to adopt If
it is insubordination to refuse to do dirty
work, then Mr. Bennee can better afford to
be dismissed on tbit charge than to follow
instructions; but the people of Chicagocan-
not afford to approve of such dismissal. The
$5,000 or $6,009 of reduction that might
possibly have been secured if Bennee
had bulldozed the firemen, is insignif-
icant ns compared with the 'pos-
able cost of Benneb’s retirement The
owners of valuable buildings and largestocks
of goods could well- afford, and probably
would willingly have agreed, to make good
this amount rather than have Bennee go.
The people do not look npon the affair as a
mere personal fight of the Mayor’s, but as it
involves the general interests of the public.

The fact that the Mayorwould giveBennee
no time to consider the request for his resig-
nation, nor any opportunity to justify him-
self, bat removed .him summarily on the eve
of a public holiday of special menace to
property interests, indicates that Mr. Hae-
bison was governedby a vindictive impulse.
It is the business of the Common Council,
under the law, to correct abuses that arise
from such impulses on thepart of the Mayor,
and Bennee should be restored to his place.
There have been several confused and con-
tradictory statements in the newspapers as
to the power of the Council, bat it is defined
in the following statute passed at the late
session of the Legislature:

“TheMayor shall have power to remove any
officerappointed, by him, on any formal charge,
wheneverbe shall he of tbe:.opinlOD that the m--
terests of the city demand each removal; bat he
shallreport the reasons for such removal to the
Council, at a meeting to be held not less than five,
nor more than ten, days aftereach removal; and if
the Mayorshall fail orrefuse to file with the City
Clerk a statement of the reasons forsnch removal,
or if the Council by a two-thirds vote of all its
members authorized by law to be elected, by yeas
and nays, to be entered npon its recorth'shall dis-
anprove of eachremoval, such officer shall there-
upon become restored to the office from which he'
was so removed; but he shall give new bonds and
takea new oath of office. No officer shall be re-
moveda second time for the same offense. ’’

Acting under this law, it will be necessary
for the Council to: hold a special meeting
some day next week in order •to bring the
consideration of the case within thelimit of
time prescribed, and the Aldermen should
take pains to discover, the actual,sentiment
of the business men, and not the partisan es-
ponsement of Harrison's causabypoliticians
who hope to see the Eire Department con-

verted into a political machine, and then act
accordingly. Their reinstatement of Ben-
nee, as a result of ,n popular demand, might
possiblyindnce Mayor H.uousoNto surrender
his personal spite or partisan ambition to the
public good. - -

WHAT IS SOCIALISM?
We printed a week ago the report (copied

from the Staats-Zdtung) of the. speech de-
livered by Dr. Schmidt at the Socialist pic-
nic, on Sunday, June 15. Dr. Schmxdt has
since complained that this report did him
great injustice, and a reporter' was sent to
him to obtain his'statement as to errors, and
to obtain, also, his explanation of what
wrongs the Socialists do really complain and
really seek to redress. We reproduce that
part of the explanation having a bearing on
this question. After declaring that Com-
munists and Socialists have no views, in
common, and that there is not a Communist
among the Socialists, the following was
said:

“What do yonunderstand by Socialism?"
“I understand that, under things as they now

exist, the working classes cannot be politically
free. If they go to the polls, or primaries, or con-
ventions, they lose their wages, and that they can-
not afford to do. In France it is different. Elec-
tions are held on Sunday. - Something ought to bo
done.—eleciion-day made a holiday with wagest or
eomethingso that all conld hare .time to. vote."

. “Is thatreform all there is to Socialism?"
“No. . The object is to secure political freedom,

and to prevent the oig fish from, swallowing the
little ones. Under the present competitive system
that ie done, and it is impossible to get fairwages.
One lucky one in 100 may, bat the great mass do
not. And menwho have machinery ought to be
responsible for the lives and'limbs‘of employes.
There is one machine in this city which bos taken
off fifteen acme, and It is running yet. All that
the men got was the month’s wages. And for
talking about a better organization we are called
murderers, robbers, and Communists.”

The average American reader will proba-
bly fail to discover in this recital of griev-
ances any cause for the organization of the
non-English-.speaking population as a dis-
tinct political party, rallying under a partic-
ular flag and proposing to carry arms and
to use them when necessary to protect their
lives, their property, and defend j the .rights
of mankind, particularly their countrymen
in Prussia,' Bohemia, Poland, France, and
other parte of the world.

■ It is perhaps tobe regretted that Ameri-
can civilization has not yet reached that point
of having ail the elections held on Sunday,
so that all men can take a daywhen there
is no work and devote it to voting, either at
primary meetings, conventions, or elections.
Possibly the country may in time be edu-
cated up to that point, but even that
will not satisfy Dr. Sohmidt. In- those
countries where the Sunday is set apart for
holding elections the law does not prohibit
labor on Sunday. Best from labor in those
countries on Sunday is voluntary, and, there-
fore, when we get round to thatpoint, vot-
ers going to the polls will have to he paid
their wages just the same, whether the elec-
tions be hold on Sunday or some other day.
There are possibly some 9,000,000 of voters
in the United States, and of these the Social-
ists may count np 250,000; but we do not
suppose this comparatively small number
intend that their grievance con be remedied
so long as the other eight and three-quarters
millions of people persist in having elections
on some other day than Sunday, and-
persist in voting without wages. Under our :
Election law the time .needed for voting,
requires but a few hours each day, and there
are but few employers who will not give'
their workmen time enough to vote, and
then, too, the polls are by law required to be
kept open one hour after the stoppage of"
work. '

The second object or aim of Socialism, as
explained by Dr. Sohmidt, is to “secure
political freedom,” and to prevent the big
fish fromswallowing, the little ones. So far
this definition of the object of Socialism is
too general; but we findan explanation of it
in the next sentence, that “under the pres-
ent competitive system that [big fish swal-
lowing the little ones] is done, and it is
impossible ‘to get fair wages.” This is a
claim for the paternal system of government;
the paternal plan of government doing
all things and taking care of everybody. It
seeks that all labor be employed by the Gov-
ernment, and that all men have the same
wages; that the Government shall cultivate
the fields, shall excavate the mines, shall fell
the forests, shall herd the cattle, breed the
horses, and the bogs, and the sheep; shall
manufacture all the beer, the wine, and the
whisky; shall bake all the bread; shall
make all thebricks, and bnild all the stores
and dwellings; shall do the manufac-
turing, and own and operate all the
steam and sailing vessels, the, rail-
ways, and telegraphs, and canal-boats;
in short, the Government shall become the
universal employer, and shall pay all men
alike the same wages, and all shall share alike
in the distribution of products. The schools
and the courts shall be furnished by the
Government, as well as the bakeries, the
butcher-shops, the dry goods stores; and
teachers, lawyers, doctors, musicians, and
workmen of all occupation shall be employed
by the Government. Whether the scheme
includes churches and clergymen we do not
know, hut, if it do, then these, too, will be
provided by the State. The aim is to destroy
competitive labor of every kind; it is to
establish universal brotherhood, and is
founded on the theory that, as all bees in the
hive labor alike, and share alike so shall all
men and women work alike if they be al-
lowed to share alike the common product.

This is the dream of the Socialist. How
unreal it is', and how incapable of execution,
is shown by the history of the human family
in every age and in every clime. The Mil-
lennium is not yet present, noris there the
remotest evidence of any change in the na-
ture, or passions, or instincts of men lead-
ing to the possibility of such a thing.

Of all the forms of despotism the paternal
system of government is the most infamous.
It is only possible when men are degraded in-
tellectually to the level ofbeasts. In the wilds
of Africa it exists in its greatest extent. A
paternal despot relieves his subjects of all
care for themselves; ‘ he feeds them, clothes
them, shelters and protects them, and at the
same time he sells them, kills them, owns
them, and, when so disposed, eats them at
his pleasure. In a more or less modified
form, the paternal system has prevailed in
Turkey and in various Asiatic lands. It is
the government of Sitting Bull and of the
other uncivilized Indians; it existed in Rus-
sia under Petes the Great, and is even now
the theory of that Government. Patemal-
ism in government means absolute despot-
ism. In destroying: competitive labor and
industry, competitive mind and genius,
reducing men to a common level,
without hope of reward or - of- honor,
man is degraded to the condition of
the beast l of burden. ’ The system of
African, slaveryas it existed in the Southern
States was a fair example of paternal govern-
ment. The slave -had- no care or anxiety.
He was fed, and clothed, and housed com-
fortably; when sick he was nursed carefully
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and slrillfnlly; he had all he could sigh for
except that very competitive system of labor
which these Socialists: wish to destroy.-
Competition means freedom, means rewards
for skill, industry, and perseverance, means
intelligence and .cultivation, improvement
and advancement, without which man is a
slave, and reduced to the level of the well-
fed and comfortably-stalled ox. The com-
petitive system places.all men free and equal
before the law; it gives them an equal start
in the race of life, leaving each to work out
his own destiny by his own ability, bis
energy, his brains, his sobriety, and
his perseverance. If the honest - and
industrious, the laborious and skillful, out-
run theidle and the improvident, the igno-

rant and the lazy, the latter must take the
consequences. Those who earn should en-
joy ; those who plant should reap; those
who excel should possess their honors and
its rewards. To fetter these, to place
shackles on human labor and intelligence,
to make the lowest grade the maximum for
nil, is degradation, pauperism, slavery ; and
Dr. Schmidt and his Socialistie followers
should understand that, when they call this
freedom, they may fitly describe freedom as
he understands it, but it is nevertheless, the
freedom, and the happiness, and the con-
tentment of slaves. Snch a freedom is end
must always be repulsive to the American
people, to whom paternalism in government
means despotism in its grossest forms.

MAYOR HARRISON’S ADMINISTRATION.
• ■The Email politicians among the Chicago
Democrats affect to believe that the criticisms
•which Mr. Cabteb Habbibon has drawn upon
himself since he has been Mayor have been
prompted by partisan considerations, and
these persons are endeavoring tocreate sym-
pathy in Mr. Habbison’s behalf byrepresent-
ing the matter in that light. This theory is
obviously and ridiculously incorrect. In
point of fact, no Mayor of Chicago for sev-
eral years past has been elected, by a strict
party vote, and Mr. Habbison is not an ex-

, ception. Immediately after the fire of 1871,
a Citizens’ ticket was nominated and elected
by a combination of Democrats and Repub-
licans. Then Colvin was elected by a com-
bination organized against the Sunday liquor
law, and composed of voters from both po-
litical parties. Heath was twice elected by
the votes of the responsible element, includ-
ing Democrats as well as Republicans, though
he was a Republican. Finally, no one
familiar with the division of parties in Chi-
cago can doubt for a moment that Mr, Hab-

. bison’s majority was largely made up of
Republican votes, though ha ran as a
Democrat, Dissatisfaction with the regu-
lar Republican candidate, and .the be-
lief that Habbibon, as a respectable
citizen and large taxpayer, would
manage the affairs of the city in a conserva-
tive fashion, caused an important defection
from the Republican ticket in his favor. All
the Republicans who voted folT'Mr. Habbi-
son would gladly justify their action by
sustaining his Administration if they could
fairly do so.

The fact is that the popular dissatisfaction
with Mayor Habbison’s Administration ex-
tends among the Democrats as well as the
Republicans, and .there ore abundant rea-
sons to account for it without setting up any
partisan opposition, which really has noth-
ing to do with it. Mr. Habbtson beganby
promising to be “ Mayor of the entire city,”
which was a virtual acknowledgment of his

■ obligation to Republicans as well asDemo-
crats, and implied an intention on his part
to manage the affairs of the city to the best
of his ability, without regard to mere party
.interests. But he encountered a pressure
from the party bummers which he was not
prepared to meet with the proper resistance.
Ho permitted himself to be persuaded and
bullied into the belief that he was primarily
Mayor of the Democratic party,' and he
began to make such changes in the
personnel of the City Government as
threatened to prostitute the entire pat-

of his office to the service of the
Democratic party. This was not what the
better class of citizens, whether Democrats '

or Republicans, wanted or expected of Mr.
Habbibon. But it encouraged the ward-pol-
iticians—the loafers, bummers, and vermin
of his party —to fasten upon him tillhe him-
self wearied of the infliction, and even
threatened to resign unless he could. rid
himself of the parasites. His repentance
was too late, however, for his own good or
that of the city-; the insatiable place-hunters
claim him for their own; they make his life
miserable when he listens to them, and pur-
sue him relentlessly if he turns from them.
Had he at the very outset driven off the
pack of hounds, and devoted himself to the
service of the city, he would not now have
tofuller the torture which they inflictupon
him, nor the criticism of citizens who ex-
pected something better ofhim.

The fact is that, outside of that portion of
the city affairs which comes under the im.
mediate control of Commissioner TVahleb,
there has been practically no business done
since Mr. Habbison was inaugurated. He
himself has been engrossed with the dis-
tribution ofpatronage. He has been ready
to deliver public addresses on all possible
occasions, to harangue any little group of
people who might collect about him, tohold
long and mysterious confabs with self-consti-
tutedparty leaders as to the good of the
party, and to parley with the unnumbered
legions of office-seekers who have pestered
him. He has been in a constant state of ir-
ritation, which has prompted him, when he
did anything at all, to reach hasty and ill-ad-
vised conclusions, and act accordingly. The
carnival of gab that has been going on ever
since Mr.. Habbison assumed the duties of
his office has affected nearly all branches of
the city service. The Common Council,
over which he presides, has been more like a
boys’ debating society than like a meeting of
the directors of a great municipal' corpora-
tion. The result is that the public business
lags. There is a complaint about this from
Democrats as well as Republicans who are
interested in the City Government as a busi-
ness institution. Had Mr. Habbison settled
down to the duties of his office quietlyand
methodically, as Heath did, instead of allow-
ing ward-bummers and party-hacks to con-
sume his time, neither he nor his friends
would now have occasion to lament over the
unfavorable criticism of his Administration
which is heard on all sides.

Another conspicuous feature of Mayor
Habbison’b Administration is the growth of
licentiousness and the increased impertinence
of the lawless classes. He was spurred on
to take personalnotice and attempt a partial
reform of the low' dives of State and Clark
streets, which the press had exposed and
denounced so long. But the gamblers of
high and low degree, in their pool-rooms,
faro-hanks, keno-dens, and confidence opera-
tions, pursue their nefarious business as'
brazenly as if they were assured of immunity
from punishment and protection from arrest
It issaid by men ina position to know that
there are to-day more vagrants, gamblers,
bunko-steerexs, and thievesinChicago than at

any time since tbeirpalmy days under.Col-
tin's Administration, The Superintendent
of Police has been incapacitated for business
by a serious illness, and the Mayor’s time
has been so much absorbed in an effort to
make personal capital in politics, and to
satisfy, the partisan demands upon his time
and attention, that he has not given the
police administration the care which would
have insured a more honest an'd energetic
restraint upon the lawless classes.

Finally, at the moment when Mr. Haebison
excited a new hope that he would break away
from the parasites that have been killing his
Administration, he suddenly,, impulsively,
and foolishly.removed .the head of the most
important Department in the city, —a man
who had earned the confidence of all classes
interested in the preservation of property.
This action is certainly not calculated to
allay the popular dissatisfaction with his
Administration, nor to create confidence in
an improvement.over the past. The only
way in which Mr. Hakbisok can regain the
same degree of public confidence which led
to his election is by dismissing the idea that
his present power may be properly used for
partisan purposes, or to carry out personal
notions, and by henceforth devoting his time
and energy to the real business of city gov-
ernment in a decorous, common-sense, and
business-like manner.

THE EIGHI-HOUS LEAGUE.
We print this morning an earnest letter

from Mr. J. W. D. Token, of this oity, con-
cerning theobjectsand purposes of the Eight-
HourLeague. The gentleman, speaking for
himself and his associates, properly resents
the imputation that there is any affinity be-
tween the Eight-Hour League and the So-
cialists. Theyare working for different ends,
and by different means. The misfortune of
the eight-hour agitators is that the Socialists
claim them aspart of the army of reformers
who aim at the re-establishment of society
upon an entirelynew theoryof rights, duties,
and obligations. We have no desire to do
the eight-hour men an injustice; and, though
the general public has been led to identify
both the League and the Socialists as parts
of the same general agitation, we congratu-
late theLeague uponits open and candid
repudiation of the Socialistic party.

, The Tbjbuke, in what it has had to say
concerning the- scheme to substitute eight
hours for tenhours as the measure of a day’s
work, has not been influenced by any hos-
tility to such an increase of wages as is ex-
pected to result from this change. On the
contrary, our objection is that an increase of
wages, tobe beneficial and substantial, cannot
be accomplished by that proceeding.

The end of labor is production; labor is a
means of production; the end sought is
abundance, and the greater the abundance
the more readily can the wants of labor be
supplied. The invention of agricultural im-'
plements has enabled an enormous increase
in the production of breadstuffs. Bread has
been placed within the reach of the human
family at prices and in quantities wholly un-
attainable without the use of Machinery in
its production. Prohibit the ansa of ma-
chinery on the farm, and the' jSrice of bread
and the reduction in the quantity produced
would satisfy the post incredulous as to the
comparative blessing of a condition of
abundance and of scarcity. When a day’s
labor will supply a man with all that he can
ask for, then there will be a season of cheap-
ness resulting from abundance of prodnc-

, tion. It is to the direct and immediate
interest of every laborer to produce, not only
what he shall need for consumption, but
something beyond. Whatever he produces
beyond what he consumes is profit,—is
wealth. The more abundant theproduction,'
the cheaper the thing produced, and the
more the consumer can obtain with his
means to purchase. '■

The hope and expectation of the. Eight-,
Hour League is that, by reducing the hours
of labor one-fifth, one-fifth more men
must be .employed, and, the number of
men employed being increased, consumption
must be proportionately increased, and there-
fore the reduction of the hours of labor will
lead to an increase of production, instead of
reducing it. Is this expectation either ra-
tional or possible ? .

If 100 men be now employed at §3per day
of ten hours each, making shoes or hats, we
have the result of 1,000hours of production
represented by S2OO. If the hours of work
be reduced to eight, then we have the result
of 800 hours’ work costing S2OO, or an addi-
tion of 35 per cent to the cost of th(£
hats. It is proposed to put twenty-five
additional men at work, so as to make
the usual 1,000 hours of production,
and to pay each of the 125 men $3 per
day, making the cost of production of
that many hats $250. There are, therefore,
twenty-five additional men put at labor,, and,
according to the theory of the Eight-Hour
League, there are twenty-five additional con-
sumers of hats. Is this true ? If the cost
of producing hats in 1,000 hours of labor be
increased from S2OO to $250, then the price
of bats to consumers must be advanced 25
per cent. Before the change the S2OO
wages of the 100 men would have purchased
the whole production of the 1,000 hours of
labor. Under the change the $350 wages
of the 125 men will not purchase the same
number of hats. The number of hats pro-
duced in the i,OOO hours’ work by the 100
men working ten hours is precisely the same
as that produced by the/ 125 men working
eight hours, but the cost of production has
been increased 25 per cent. While the cost
of each hat under the ’ten-hour rule was $2,
the coat under the eight-hour rule will be
$2.60. Though each man has the same
wages for eight hours as was paid for
ten hours, the wages will not pay
for the hats. If the wages be
lumped, there would be enough under the
ten-hour rule to pay for a hat for each man;
but the aggregate wages of the 135 men un-
der the eight-hour rule will be insufficient,
and there will be twenty-five men who will
have to go hatless. The aggregate wages of
125 men, working eight hours per day, at $2

per day each, will purchase only 80 per cent
of the. product of their own labor. The
wages of the 100 men working ten hours a
day, at $2 perday each, will purchase just as
much as the'wages of the 125 men, working
at the same rate, for eight hours a day only.
Here are twenty-five new consumers, but
there is no increase of consumption; on the
contrary, there is areduction of the means
of consumption. The condition of the 100
men originally employed at ten hours per
day will be considerably worsened by the
change. Then their wages purchased $2
worth of what they needed; but, the change
of system having added 25 per cent to the
.cost of what they were accustomed to con-
sume, their $2 wages will then only
purchase $1.60 worth of the same
goods. Can the man whose means
to purchase has been reduced from $2
to $1.60 be considered in a condition to
increase his consumption of bread and meat,
or to have discovered a shorter route to the
barrel of flow ?' When the aggregate wages

(without any redaction of rate) of the 125
men working eight hours will purchase 20
per cent less bread than would the same. ag-
gregate of wages paid to the 100 men work-
ing ten hours per day, how can it be said
that the consumption of bread will be in-
creased by the change of system ? The men
who work at wages are the most deeply in-
terested in having the cost of production re-
duced, and thus bring within their means a
larger measure of the things produced. In-
creasing the cost ofproduction of necessity-
lessens the purchasing power of wages; it
reduces consumption by reducing the power
of wages to purchase, and then by limiting
and reducing consumption necessitates a dis-
charge of labor.

"When there is a demand for labor wages
will increase proportionately; but theattempt
to increase the number of men at work by
reducing the hours of labor can have no
other effect than to reduce wages directly,
or to increase the cost of production, and
thereby diminish the purchasing power of
wages. '

THE FIAT “A” OF OTJE FATHERS.
The production in this country of a

nautical burlesque, which it is unnecessary
to specify further here, has had one effect
entirely unforeseen by the lexicographers.
In the burlesque aforesaid the word “aunts”
is made to rhyme with “plants,” “taunts,”
and “ grants,” and all are pronounced with
the broad “a ” sound. The pronunciation
of “taunts ” could not be,differently given.
The most hardened Westerner would be un-
willing to deprive this word of its “u” in
speaking; and the usage in ■ this case has
been permitted to govern all the rest of the
play.

The broad “a ” has thus gained an intro-
duction. to the people. It has even been
recommended to their affections. “Let me
moke the ballads of a people, and I core not
who makes their laws,” was the saying of a

' wise man. And how much truer is it that
the songs of the people avail more
than the rules of the orthoepy!
Sir Joseph Porter has more influence

•over the common speech than Webster,
Worcester, and all the other dictionary-
makers combined. Sir Joseph and his fe-
male relatives teach precept by example,
while the latter have nothing to say except
to the few who specially consult them.

We are not sure that the broad “ a” ought
to supplant the flat “a ” in our language.
Sorely the former ought not to be adopted
hastily, or without due reflection. It is not
a native growth. Its foreign birth is against
it. It cannot cry “Abba.Father” to this
land of thebeautiful and good,—at least it
cannot so cry in tones familiar to American
cars. It is difficult to see why “a ” as in
father should be more sacred than “o " as in
mother. The British people, while they
broaden their “a’s,” clip their “o’s” and
all their other vowels. If we follow their
example in one case, consistency will
require us to do so in all. Wa
may even be carried farther, and asked to
imitate the Continental pronunciation of
“e”and“i.” The only good argument in
favor of the broad “a ”is that it is more in
accordance with the analogy of the language
than the other. And where may not analogy
compel ns to go ?

A sufficient objection to the adoption of
old vowel-sounds at the instance of British
purists is that imitation of foreigners would
tend to destroy the individuality of our lan-
guage. We are American, thank Heaven!
And we speak American. We make onr own
language, just as we manufacture our own
cotton and raise onr own pork. We are a
growing and a changing people, and need a
language to suit the peculiar circumstances
of the soil and climate. There,will be
uses for all the vowel-sounds known in
Great Britain, and others not dresmed
of there, in recording the history of this
country. The vowels must be in perfect
condition if they are to fnlflil their destinies
in America. At the late National holiday
the use of the narrow “a,” if we may call it
so, could not well he abridged. It resounded
from one side of the Continent to the other;
and when onr orators spoke of the ship of
state gliding into the “cam” sea of peace
after the stormy times of the Revolution, or
the “ sam ” of victory rising np and uniting
with the celestial chorus, we knew and ap-
plauded what they meant, whatever the
mocking satirists of the Old World may say
about it.

One may have the broad “a ” and still be
very far from the Kingdom of Heaven. It
is possible that a parson who says “cawnt”
and “ shawnt,” and is related to Richard
Grant White, may talk through the' nose.
We have known such people—in New En-
gland. English people are physically inca-
pacitated from pronouncing such words as
“ Cholmondeley,” “Pall Mall,” “Magdalen"
(College), “ St. John,” “ Marylebone,”
“ Derby,” and “Worcester.” The common
people and cockneys of England have the
broad “a ” letter-perfect, but cannot aspirate
their h’s. It is a grave question whether
persons who aspire to the broad
“a ” do not run the risk of
losing more ground than they make,
Qonstant pronunciation of that vowel maybo
injurious to the throat and the nasal pas-
sages. In no other way does it seem pos-
sible fully to account for the lamentable con-
sequences of using the broad “a” in New
England. At any rate, wo wouldrecommend
the heads of families who, for the sake of
their offspring, may think of changing
“ a’s ” to be extremely careful how and when
they exhibit their acquirements- in public.
A sudden change from the broad to the flat
“ a ” has a ludicrous effect.

There are a good many reasons forprefer-
ring the “a ” of our fathers to any other.
A Towel that was good enough for them
ought to be good enough for ns. Their
vowel-sounds wore modified, if' at all, in
obedience to some principle of natural selec-
tion. It will be better to let Nature have
her way in this as in all other matters of
speech. -

The fact that his [Talmaob'b] Presbytery divided
nearly evenly on the question whether he was not
guiltyof falsehood and deceit, and that he ia still
in the bands of ecclesiastical justice, does not
seem todepress or Impede him in the least.—New
York Aation.

Neither does it depress or impede the two
Taliiage organs of this city, the Interior and
the Advance. We direct Mr. Girds H. Mo-
Cormiok’s attention to the fact that in his ab-
sence the religious paper owned by him has
warmir espoused the cause oi Tat.mags, and
abused those who differed from It. Whether
its conducthas been at all influenced by the
fact that one of the editors of the Interior was
formerly the Chicago correspondent of Tal-
kagb's Christian at Work , remains to be seen.

Mr. Ira Steward, of Boston, at the Eight-
flourpicnic on the fourth of July, offered anew
Declaration of Independence, one article of
which was as follows:

Slavery is therefore the child of poverty, instead
of poverty the childof slavery; and freedom is.tne
child of wealth, insteadof wealth tbechild of free-
dom.
, Mr. Steward may have deluded some igno-
rant peopleby hisfigureaof speech, audit seems
proper therefore to call attention to the fact

that his. words in this connection are absolutely
meaningless.. ■ Povcrtyisnobody’s child; neither
is wealth, norslavery,norfreedom. Each of these
words stands for an idea whichrepresents a con-
dition ofmankind. It is folly tospeakof poverty‘

as a production. Poverty is a lack of wealth—a*
negative sign—a minus quantity. It is not nec-
essary for any man who finds himself poor, com-
paratively speaking, to inquire whyhe is so; It <
is natural for men to be poor; the unnatural'
thing is for anybodyto be rich. Wealth is pro-
duced; poverty is not. Men bring nothing into
this world, andit is very certain that they can
carry nothing out; why should "they be aston-'
isbed if, in the period between, they find them-
selves poor?

There is not much new In Washington,not
even the revolutionary attempt of theDemo-:
cratic Congress to coerce the Executive. The
same thing was tried in 1795,and failedas dis-
mally then as it did in the late extra session.
The following account of the first Democratic
attack on the President is extracted from the
“History of the Republicof the United States
of America, as Tracedin the Writings of Alex-
ander Hamilton and His Contemporaries”:

A discussion arose on the annronriation for the
Mint. It was proposed to exnnnge it, in order to a *
pterions inquiry as to the continuance of thises- •
tablishmcnt. This nronosal. was oojectcd ropy
Sedgewick. He contended that, where the nubile
faith is pledged by law for certain and snecifled ob- '

jects, no discretion remains relative to its express ,
provisions. If it was Intended to destroy the Mint,
the nroper coarse was to repeal the law for its es-.tablishment. Gallatin-, resenting the clemency!
to which he was so modi Indebted [Hamilton said,
whenspeaking of the Whisky Rebellion trials, “I
saved Gallatin's neck”], rose to state a general :

principle, which he thongbt it of importance to
lay down on this occasion, lest decision on the
presentaue-tion. grounded nn ndifferent principle,
should be brought forward on some fntnre occa- .

sion. “The principle was that tnis Honse had if'
right by withholding appropriations,when they see
proper,' to stov the wheels of Government, ”

This, he said, was to be inferred from the prac-
tice of annual appropriationll

.
Though it bad been

relinquished as to the provision for the interest on
the public debt. Sedoewick cited several cases to
show that, though salaries of officers were annually -

voted. yet the Constitution left no discretion. The
President’s compensation could not beincreased or’
diminished caringhis term of office. Theealariee
of the Judges were equally obligatory. The ac-
counts of the Mint had passed the Treasury. They
were a debt, and most be paid. The motion was
rejected.

It will be observed that precisely the same
questions came up in 1795 as In 1879, and ware-
decided In the former year as in the latter.

In “ The History of the War Department,”
by L. D. Ingersoll, published in Washington,
the following statement of the labors of the
Boreau of Military Justice is made:

The magnitnde of the labors of the Bnrean may
be shown by the statement of a few facts. Rec-
ords of militarycoarts arrive et the Bnrean at the
rate of about forty in every week-day, or 12.000 inthe year. These nearly ail have to be examinedto
see if any revision is required.’ About 225.000
anch records have been received and revised bv the
Bnreansince September, 1863. and about 300.000are on file in the office. The number of reports,nodopinions, not a fewof them or great elabora-
tion andresearch, is about 35,000 for the sameperiod. Several targe apartments are required for
mere storeroom for these files.... . . A visit
to the apartments of the Bnrean will give one
something like a faint idea of the magniende and
varied character of its labors, for in these vast
filesone sees records of hundreds of thousands of
militarycanses, from cases of mere necadillo and
jealousy to those which the nation watched with
breathless interest.

Mr. Ingeesoll has unintentionallyraised the
reflection that the bureau of Military Justice
has a good deal of red-tape about it, and la
probably the hiding-place of a number of fat
sinecures. Does it not seem monstrous that,
with an army of25,000 men, “records of mili-
tary courts” should “arrive at the Bureau at
the rate of about forty every week-day, or 12,000
In the year”? Either there Is an exaggeration
here, or great need of reform in the army, and
especially in the “Bnreanof Military Justice.”

The eight-hour men claim that, If they had
more time for mental improvement, their labor
would gradually become more valuable. But
who is to stand the loss of the extra two hours
while the workingmen are getting their educa-
tion? That is thequestion. If the time ever
comes when they can do ten hours’ work in
eight hours, employers will increase their wages
in proportion. Until then workingmen are un-
reasonable to ask the same pay for eight that
they now receive for tenhours, which would bo
equivalent toan Increaseof25 per cent in wages.

There are fair-minded men in the Eight-Hour
League,—men who honestly believe that their
arguments are unanswerable. The trouble with
them is that they do not discriminate sharply
between the two parts of the discussion. The
first proposition of the'eight-hour men is that
they should not beasked orrequired todo more
than eight hours’ work per diem. The second
propositionis thatthey should receive ten hours’,
pay for eight honrs’ work. Suppose that the
first position should be conceded, the second
wouldremain untouched.

At a meetingof the Mississippi Valiev Cotton—\
Planters’ Association, July 1, a Air. Parker,
delegate from the Immigration Company of
New Orleans, stated that the Company had
already $40,000 subscribed, and only needed.
$3,000 more to begin business. ' A paper waa
started at once, and $3,000 raised on the spot.
It is believed that the remaining $7,000 will
readily be obtained. The btjJSfct of the Immi-
gration Company is to supply the places of
negroes who have gone to Kansas with China-
men.

The Jeiterson Davis organs in Mississippi,
ncludtng the Okolona States, are supporting
Maj. Barksdale for the United States Senate,
to succeed Bruce. There seems to be an un-
derstanding among the bourbon organs of the
State, who have apparently taken their orders
fromheadquarters.

. One thing more shameful than the trial and
conviction of poor Dr. Hull by the New York
newspapers is the censure of the New York
police by the same editorial judges fortrusting
circumstantial evidence.

A public meeting is called for Wednesday
in Cleveland to effect the organization of a
Hard-Money League. The call is signed by
Virgil P. Kline, George B. Solders, and
Col. JohnHat.

- If the Smcontinues to print asinine para-
graphs about its editor-in-chief, we should not
be surprised to hear that he bad returned sud-
denly from Europe with a big club In his hand.

The organ of the Howard family throws mud
at The Tribunebecause the latter has exposed
the clandestine and dishonorable manner in
which Talhaob sold out to the Advance.

SUNDAY REVERIES.

A young farmer down in. Egypt reoentlj
marrieda Chicago girl,—amere miteof a creature,
with great limpid blue evea, hair of eolflen hne.
andall the otheraccessories. Shehad been reared
in the lap ot inmry, bat bad resolutelyresolved
to share herhusband's lot and cot, the former be-

ing a farm of 160 acres in,a wild part of the ™nn-
try, and the latter a small four-roomed building

near the highway. So she tookher pianoand ro-
cage with her, and put up some muslin c na,

and chromos. and decorated beer-mugs, an on
had a pleasant andhlghly-dewrated Httlo horne

"Alas, Belinda, my love.” said her husband to
her a few days ago, when the tramp season tad
fairly opened, •-I dread so to so away to my daily
laborand leave you hero unprotected, for what-O
what should I do if on coming home at noon I
shouldfind that a hellish tramphad cnt your snowy
throat from one tiny shell-lac eat to the otherand
stolen all the spoons.-w=re I to And yon a welter-
ing cornse imbrued in your gore, and no dinner

ad - jt would be inconvenient, to say the least.
Let me get youa revolver, orbay a dog. oraoma-
thin**.1 *

"karcellna,” replied the beautiful girl, “I
wouldn’t nave a dog round here for the universe,
unless It was a black-and-tan terrier, and then
like as not thoss dreadful nens would kill him.
And, as for a revolver, I won’t have one in tha
house, unless yon cork itup real tight and not it
where nobody can get it. Be notafraid, however,.
my dear husband; if any tramps come roundhers
I’ll give them the g. b. p. d. q., as out poor old
teacher used to say. Only get me a couple of
sheets of pasteboard and some glue, and I’U fix
’em.”

Tne hasband complied, and vainly endeavored
to lesm from her her secret,—how she would
with these slmjjle materials repei an invasion at
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